
 

 
 

  

BROWARD COUNTY PBA 
DAILY CLIPS  

      

April 23, 2018 
 

 



1 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Judge won't be back in court after video shows her yelling at frail woman who died days later 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-judge-bullying-inmate-dies-20180420-
story.html 
 
STORY: A Broward judge is under fire after she repeatedly snapped at a frail inmate who later died at 
her Lauderhill home. 
 
Broward Chief Administrative Judge Jack Tuter said Saturday that he is telling Circuit Court Judge 
Merrilee Ehrlich not to return to the courthouse because of how she treated Sandra Twiggs, 59, who 
appeared before Ehrlich last week on a misdemeanor domestic violence charge. 
 
“In light of recent events we have decided Judge Ehrlich will be told not to return to the courthouse as 
her retirement is effective June 30,” Tuter said. “I will be working this weekend to find a substitute to 
cover Judge Ehrlich's [family court] division.” 
 
Ehrlich, who was first elected in 2008, had planned to retire on June 30. She was serving a rotation over 
first appearance court last weekend, setting preliminary bail amounts for the most recently arrested 
inmates at the Broward jail. 
 
Tuter told the South Florida Sun Sentinel on Saturday that Ehrlich filed her formal retirement paperwork 
two weeks ago, before this incident. 
 
“We never knew anything about this video until yesterday,” said Carolyn Porter, Twiggs’ goddaughter. 
“She tried to tell us how they treated her, but she had anxiety, and every time she tried to talk about it, 
she couldn’t breathe.” 
 
Chief Assistant Public Defender Gordon Weekes lamented the fact that the video did not surface until 
after Twiggs’ death. 
 
“It was bad enough that it happened,” he said, “but it’s compounded by the fact that she never even 
had the opportunity to get an apology or to have her dignity restored before she passed.” 
 
Twiggs showed up at for her court appearance in a wheelchair, coughing because she suffered from 
asthma and chronic lung disease. 
 
Ehrlich and the defendant were not in the same room — Twiggs appeared in a live video feed from a 
north Broward jail, while Ehrlich was at the main courthouse in downtown Fort Lauderdale. 
 
Ehrlich expressed frustration when Twiggs noted her ailments and said she needed her breathing 
treatments. “I’m not here to talk about your breathing treatment,” Ehrlich said. 
 
Ehrlich allowed Twiggs to be released without bond but repeatedly interrupted Twiggs as she was trying 
to speak. “Ma’am, don’t even say yes. Just listen,” she said, explaining that Twiggs would need to check 
in with a court office after her release. “You have to arrange for someone to carry you if you cannot get 
there yourself,” Ehrlich said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-judge-bullying-inmate-dies-20180420-story.html
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Twiggs’ daughter, who called the police during a dispute late on April 13, has been despondent since 
seeing the video, Porter said. 
 
“She’s devastated,” said Porter. “She doesn’t want to talk to anyone. It’s eating her up inside.” 
 
She said Twiggs’ family now understands what she couldn’t express about her experience in court. 
 
“I don’t know how the judicial system could let a judge treat these people like animals,” she said. “If 
they don’t take her off the bench immediately, they need to get her into some classes so she can learn 
how to treat people with dignity and respect.” 
 
Efforts to reach Ehrlich by phone and e-mail on Friday and Saturday were unsuccessful. 
 
Tuter said he would contact Twiggs’ family to apologize. 
 
“I am saddened and disappointed in the way Judge Ehrlich behaved on the video. Her behavior cannot 
be condoned,” he said. 
 
Video of the exchange was posted on YouTube under an account called “South Florida Corruption,” then 
as a comment on the courthouse gossip site JAABlog on Thursday, which is how Broward Public 
Defender Howard Finkelstein learned about it. 
 
Finkelstein wrote in a letter to Tuter on Friday: “Ehrlich demonstrated aggressive and tyrannical 
behavior and revealed her lack of emotional fitness to sit on the bench.” Finkelstein complained about 
Ehrlich’s demeanor through both days on the bench in first appearance court last weekend. The judge 
interrupted attorneys, raised her voice, and reduced one defendant to tears, threatening to have her 
forcibly removed from the hearing. 
 
“I was outraged,” Finkelstein said Saturday. “What I saw there was somebody that is not mentally and 
emotionally fit to sit in judgment of human beings. ... Nobody should suffer attacks like that because a 
judge is having a bad day.” 
 
Attorney Bill Gelin, who runs the JAABlog site, contacted Twiggs’ family on Friday to confirm that she 
had died. 
 
“No one had spoken to them or apologized on behalf of the legal system for the despicable way Twiggs 
was treated until I called,” said Gelin. “This was sickening to me, so I did it for them.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Ted Deutch's challenger shows some political fundraising muscle 
BYLINE: Anthony Man 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-reg-ted-deutch-challengers-20180420-story.html 
 
STORY: Xavier Manjarres is showing some financial strength in his effort to unseat congressman Ted 
Deutch – a sign the race could be the best funded challenge since Deutch was first elected in 2010. 
 
Federal Election Commission filings show the super political action committee formed last year to lay 
the groundwork for Republican Manjarres’ congressional campaign raised $323,000 in the first three 
months of 2018. 
 
Deutch, the Democratic incumbent who represents most of Broward and southeast Palm Beach County, 
raised $190,500. 
 
A head-to-head comparison isn’t precise. 
 
Manjarres wasn’t raising money directly for his campaign, which didn’t become formal until April 2. Until 
then he was working on behalf of the super PAC. America First Agenda spent most of what it raised and 
had $69,000 in the bank on March 31. 
 
Besides showing his ability to raise money – the 2017 total was $317,000 – the spending on political 
strategists and fundraising infrastructure could turn into a useful assist during the 2018 campaign. 
 
Deutch has spent much of the last two months responding to the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting in 
Parkland, which is in the heart of his congressional district. Activities such as public and private meetings 
with the families of the victims and survivors, and speaking out on gun violence in South Florida, in 
Washington, D.C., and on television, meant curtailing fundraising activities. 
 
It’s impossible to tell from the report how much Deutch’s campaign may have been hurt by his inability 
to raise money as heavily as usual – or how much it might have benefited financially from his exposure 
on national television. 
 
In the first quarter of his three previous re-election campaigns, Deutch raised an average of $147,000, 
compared with the $190,500 in the first three months of 2018. 
 
Deutch spent $112,000 from January through March and had $358,500 cash at the end of March, 
according to the report filed Sunday with the Federal Election Commission. 
 
Independent analysts don’t see Deutch, who is serving his fifth term, as vulnerable. The nonpartisan 
Inside Elections political report and Sabato’s Crystal Ball at the University of Virginia’s Center for Politics 
both list the 22nd Congressional District as safely Democratic. 
 
And the nonpartisan Cook Political Report lists the district as “D+6.” That means that in the last two 
presidential elections, the district performed 6 points more Democratic than the nation as a whole. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-reg-ted-deutch-challengers-20180420-story.html
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In 2016, Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump won Florida by 1.2 percentage points, but 
Democrat Hillary Clinton won the 22nd Congressional District by 16 points. 
 
Two other Republicans have expressed interest in seeking their party’s nomination to challenge Deutch. 
Nicolas Kimaz reported raising $10,800 in the first quarter and Paul Spain reported raising $2,608. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Broward Politics: Speakers Shafted At Ft Lauderdale City Hall 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/broward-politics-speakers-shafted-at-ft-lauderdale-city-hall/ 
 
STORY: Fort Lauderdale Mayor Dean Trantalis won office last month as “the peoples’ mayor.” 
 
Trantalis joined a newly-elected commission majority that promised they would listen more to residents 
and less to developers and lobbyists.  
 
If those pledges are true, why did Trantalis and commissioners this week water down the length of time 
residents can comment at meetings? 
 
Trantalis went along with the elimination of language in a city ordinance guaranteeing speakers three 
minutes to speak on agenda items.  
 
Under the newly-written law, speakers can be allowed to go on for three minutes.  Or they can be cut 
off at the “discretion” of the mayor.  
 
A mayor can now allow a speaker two minutes. One minute. Maybe 30 seconds.   
 
The excuse for the change:  
 
Eliminating a three-minute rule will cut the length of meetings. Ending long-running meetings was a 
campaign issue in a city where meetings have run as late as 4 a.m 
 
At least one woman collapsed at 1:30 a.m. and died after attending a lengthy meeting.  
 
So there were no arguments about ending future meetings at 10 p.m. except in extraordinary situations. 
Commissioners unanimously agreed to that move.  
 
Stopping meetings at 10 p.m. was in keeping with the commissioners’ campaign pledges to make City 
Hall more inclusive. 
 
The elimination of the three-minute allotment, not so much.  
 
Dumping the three-minutes rule was the idea of City Commissioner Heather Moraitis. She snuck the 
change into the debate about ending meetings at 10 a.m. 
 
Moraitis noted that state law only requires that residents must have a “reasonable amount of time” to 
comment. She claimed eliminating the three-minutes mandate would help “expedite meetings” and 
help commissioners end by 10 p.m.   
 
The other commissioners — with the exception of new Commissioner Steve Glassman, who lived up to 
his promises — went along with Moraitis.  
 

https://www.browardbeat.com/broward-politics-speakers-shafted-at-ft-lauderdale-city-hall/
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Glassman said he supported ending meetings at 10 p.m., but said, “I don’t want to diminish the amount 
of time the public is allowed to speak.” 
 
Trantalis pledged to continue allowing three-minute long comments in the future…in most cases.  
 
But what about the next mayor? 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Lockup guard slugged this skinny kid. Prosecutors say it's justified. 
BYLINE: Carol Marbin Miller 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article209579679.html 
 
STORY: Broward County prosecutors have ruled that a former detention center officer was justified 
when he slugged a 14-year-old boy in the face — breaking the teen's nose in two places — because the 
juvenile was aggressive with staff and causing a disturbance in the county's long-troubled lockup. 
 
Former lockup officer Darell Bryant will not face charges as a result of the incident, which occurred on 
Feb. 12, 2017. In a "close-out" memo signed earlier this month, prosecutor Christopher Killoran with the 
Broward State Attorney's Office said that Bryant "was justified in his use of force and his actions that 
day." 
 
Fourteen-year-old Andrew Ostrovsky was sent to the Broward Regional Juvenile Detention Center after 
being charged with joyriding in his father's Dodge van in January 2017. Records show he was five feet, 
six inches tall and weighed 120 pounds. 
 
Bryant told a Fort Lauderdale police detective the encounter began when Andrew attempted to fight 
another juvenile detainee, and then became "combative" with staff members who tried to intervene. 
Andrew, the report said, failed to comply when officers told him to stand against a wall in the dining hall 
and "calm down." 
 
Bryant said Andrew punched him. The report said Bryant then "redirected" Andrew to the ground. 
 
A grainy video of the incident, published as part of a Miami Herald series on abuses in the Florida 
juvenile justice system, shows Bryant grab the teen by his arm, and then toss him to the floor on his 
back. Bryant said the youth continued to "resist" the officer, and that is when Bryant "punched [Andrew] 
in the face." 
 
"According to Bryant," the report said, "the single punch was delivered in order to gain compliance from 
[Andrew], and was 'reasonable and necessary due to the aggression of the youth'." 
 
Prosecutors concluded that Bryant was permitted to punch the teen under Florida law. 
 
"Based upon Bryant being an authority figure at the facility whose mandate is to control the juvenile 
detainees, when certain situations arise, for instance when one detainee is attempting to attack 
another, an employee must utilize force to gain compliance," the memo said. 
 
There is no record of prosecutors having interviewed Andrew, and the close-out memo said the State 
Attorney's Office was unable to discuss its findings with Andrew's father, Uri Ostrovsky, who adopted 
the boy from foster care in Maine. 
 
Andrew told investigators with the Department of Juvenile Justice in June 2017 that he had complained 
to Bryant that another teen "kept talking junk to him" at the lockup — and Bryant suggested Andrew 
"hit [the] youth when no one is looking." 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article209579679.html
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Andrew was one of several detained or incarcerated youths who told investigators, their parents or the 
Herald that officers incited teens to fight each other. Often, the youths said, teens would be offered 
honey buns, hamburgers or other treats as a reward for attacking another youth, records showed. The 
beatings that followed often were called "honey-bunnings." 
 
Andrew's claims, however, never were evaluated in DJJ's 10-page inspector general report on the 
incident, and Andrew never is quoted by prosecutors in the April close-out memo. 
 
DJJ concluded Bryant's actions were a case of "excessive" force and Bryant resigned his position. The 
agency's report on the incident differed in significant respects from that of the State Attorney's Office. 
 
Reviewing the same video, DJJ investigators concluded that Bryant "slammed youth into the wall" and 
then was seen "violently throwing the youth to the floor...Bryant was then observed hitting youth with a 
closed fist while he was on the ground." 
 
Gordon Weekes, Broward County's chief assistant public defender — and the head of the office's 
juvenile court division at the time his office represented Andrew in court — called the memo "an 
incredible example of revisionist history" and "very, very loose with the facts." 
 
"The message this sends to children at the facility — and the message it sends to staffers and guards at 
the facility — is that we will protect officers who cross the line, hurt children and beat children up, even 
when these acts are captured on video," Weekes said. 
 
Andrew, Weekes said, appears to be "defenseless" on the ground when Bryant, who is on top of him, 
slugs him. "He has him subdued. He has him controlled. But he still takes the next step and punches him 
in the nose. He let everyone know that you don't mess with us, or this is what we are going to do to you. 
This is how we will take care of you if you don't fall in line." 
 
"This guard beat him into submission, and the state attorney agreed with that," Weekes added. 
 
An expert in juvenile justice policy and research said that prosecutors' justification for declining to press 
charges suggests an office-wide bias in favor of officers. 
 
"The memorandum from the State Attorney uses language revealing the intent of the office, which is to 
minimize the violent nature of the attack," said Jeffrey Butts, who is director of the Research and 
Evaluation Center at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York. 
 
"The youth is described as "aggressive" while the video would only support words like "defiant" and 
"disrespectful." The staff member is described as "redirecting" the youth "to the ground," which is a 
dismissive euphemism for body-slamming a teenager onto a tile floor." 
 
Butts added: "The behavior of staff toward youth suggests an atmosphere of pervasive violence in the 
facility, which the state is choosing to ignore. The question is why?" 
 
Andrew's father, Uri Ostrovsky, questioned how prosecutors could have evaluated the incident fairly 
without interviewing him or his son. "They never interviewed me," Ostrovsky said. "They never 
interviewed him. Never." 
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"It's wrong," Ostrovsky said. "They are trying to cover it up. I am mad. I am really mad." 
 
"They gave permission to abuse children," he added. 


