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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: 'Lucky to be alive' driver thanks cop who pulled him from burning car 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pembroke-pines/fl-sb-pines-burning-car-save-
reunion-033018-story.html 
 
STORY: Fequiere Pierre is a lucky man, and he’ll happily tell you that. Repeatedly. 
 
When he became trapped inside his burning car, a police officer shattered a window and pulled Pierre 
through. 
 
And the rescue didn’t come a moment too soon — the car burned down to its frame. 
 
“[The officer] came in so fast, I can’t believe it,” said Pierre, 57. “He told me to get out, and I couldn’t.” 
 
The drama began as Pierre drove along Pines Boulevard before sunrise Monday to his cleaning job at 
LongHorn Steakhouse. His Honda Civic hit a curb, the car battery became dislodged and smoke began to 
rise from beneath the sedan, a Pembroke Pines Fire Rescue spokesman said. 
 
Pembroke Pines Police Officer Luis Bermudez pulled up to the disabled car near Hiatus Road. 
 
The Civic had lost power, the locks were frozen and Pierre was trapped inside. 
 
“He had something in his car, he broke the window and he pulled my two arms, so he [could] get me 
out,” Pierre said. 
 
That “something” was a LifeHammer, which Bermudez used to break the glass, cutting a finger as he 
lifted Pierre through the ragged opening and to safety, the police department said. 
 
“I said thank God, and God bless him,” Pierre said. “I was so lucky. The car is gone” 
 
The smoking frame was all that was left of the car after firefighters extinguished the fierce blaze, 
photographs released by police showed. 
 
“[Bermudez took] me away from the car,” Pierre said. “I was shaking.” 
 
Pierre did not need to be treated by paramedics. As he was realizing what he had survived, his phone 
rang. 
 
LongHorn Steakhouse manager Julian Giraldo usually meets Pierre each morning and they open the 
restaurant together. But not until after Giraldo starts his day at a cafe, with an eye-opener of Cuban 
coffee. 
 
The cafe is next to a city fire station, and that Monday before dawn, firetrucks suddenly raced to Pines 
Boulevard. Police stopped traffic to allow the responders to pass. 
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“It was a huge thing, and I said to myself, ‘I hope everything is going to be OK,’” Giraldo said. “I called 
Mr. Pierre to tell him I’d be late because something was going on with the fire department. And he said, 
‘It’s me!’” 
 
“It seems funny right now, but it was something that could have been bad,” Giraldo said. 
 
Police let Giraldo drive onto the closed roads to get to the burned Honda, where he found Pierre. 
 
“He was kind of in a panic,” Giraldo said. “He could not believe what was going on.” 
 
Pierre was in no shape to work and a colleague drove him home to Dania Beach, where he lives with his 
wife, Mary, and their three children, ages 19, 9 and 7. 
 
“I followed up with him during the day until he told me, ‘Please stop calling me, I’m OK,’” Giraldo said. 
 
Pierre showed up for work the next morning at 11900 Pines Blvd., to the restaurant he has cleaned for 
the past four years. 
 
Having benefited from the good fortune that put Officer Bermudez in his path, he decided to test it. 
 
“I bought a lottery ticket but I lost,” Pierre said. 
 
But of course, he had already won the big prize. He’s still alive. 
 
“Everybody said I have to go to church to pray, to give thanks” Pierre said. “If the police [officer] didn’t 
break the window, I could be in a hospital or die. I am so lucky.” 
 
On Friday, LongHorn hosted a lunch for 10, so that Pierre could see Bermudez again and meet the 
officer’s family. 
 
Pierre said he told Bermudez. “‘Thank you for a wonderful job you guys do.’ If there was not a police 
[officer] behind me, there was no way I can survive today. I had no way to get out. What could I do?” 
 
Now, Pierre says, “I know to break the window.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Man Reunited With Hero Officer Who Rescued Him During Pembroke Pines Car Fire 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Man-Reunited-With-Officer-Who-Rescued-Him-During-
Pembroke-Pines-Car-Fire-478405883.html 
 
STORY: Less than a week after his car went up in flames while he was driving to work at a Pembroke 
Pines restaurant, the man behind the wheel got a chance to be reunited with the officer who dragged 
him from the car – and likely saved his life. 
 
Pembroke Pines Police posted photos of the reunion between Officer Luis Bermudez and Fequiere Pierre 
at the restaurant where Pierre works, as the officer’s extended police family were treated to lunch. 
 
Pierre was near the intersection of Pines Boulevard and Hiatus Road on Monday morning when his car 
began having mechanical problems, with his engine catching fire and Pierre being trapped inside. 
Bermudez and other officers arrived, with the officer using a life hammer to break the driver’s side 
window and pull Pierre to safety. 
 
Bermudez suffered minor injuries and was taken to the hospital, where he was released a short time 
later. Pierre was not hurt, but told his employer that he wanted to meet with the officer who saved him. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: BSO Explorers bring Easter joy to Joe DiMaggio patients 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-explorers-bring-easter-joy-to-joe-dimaggio-patients/ 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD, FLA. (WSVN) - The Broward Sheriff’s Office delivered joy to some special hospital 
patients on Easter Sunday. 
 
With the help of the Easter Bunny Foundation, BSO’s Law Enforcement Explorers dressed up as the 
Easter Bunny visited Joe Dimaggio Children’s Hospital to deliver stuffed animals. 
 
“That touched my heart, it really does,” said BSO Deputy Penny McGhee. “I’m a parent, and being a 
parent, any time you have children, relating to the kids that are here, even though they’re sick, they’re 
still humans, and they’re wonderful. They’re beautiful children.” 
 
The Easter Bunny Foundation visits different hospitals across the country during the week of Easter. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Restaurant helps reunite employee with officer who pulled him from burning car 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/florida/broward/restaurant-helps-reunite-employee-with-officer-
who-pulled-him-from-burning-car 
 
STORY: PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. - LongHorn Steakhouse on Friday helped reunite one of its employees 
with the Pembroke Pines police officer who pulled him from his burning vehicle this week.  
 
The incident happened Monday morning as Fequiere Pierre was on his way to work. 
 
Police said Pierre experienced mechanical problems with his vehicle as he traveled on Pines Boulevard 
at Hiatus Road. The engine caught fire and the automatic doors malfunctioned. 
 
Officer Luis Bermudez used a LifeHammer to break the vehicle's window and pulled Pierre to safety. 
 
Bermudez was injured by the broken glass and was taken to a local hospital with minor injuries. 
Pierre was not injured. 
 
Other members of the Pembroke Pines Police Department joined the duo at LongHorn Steakhouse 
Friday to show their support. 
 
"Mr. Pierre is truly thankful for the lifesaving actions of Officer Bermudez, and we are thankful -- as 
always -- for the amazing dedication of our officers and for the continued support of our community 
partners," the Police Department tweeted Friday. 
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