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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward hires Police Foundation to look into Stoneman Douglas shooting response 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-broward-hires-police-foundation-20180409-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward County is turning to a firm that has investigated the Pulse nightclub shooting to lead its 
own look into the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School massacre. 
 
The retired police chief of Newtown, Conn., the site of the 2012 Sandy Hook school shooting that killed 
26, will be part of the team. 
 
County Administrator Bertha Henry has signed a contract for up to $325,000 with the Police Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization, to oversee the county’s investigation into the Parkland shooting that killed 17 
and wounded 17, officials said. 
 
Henry had also considered TriData division of System Planning Corp., which handled investigations into 
the Columbine High and Aurora theater shootings in Colorado, and former FBI Director Louis Freeh, who 
has a consulting company and contacted the county after Commissioner Michael Udine mentioned him 
at a commission meeting. 
 
Officials concluded “the Police Foundation was the best choice to deliver a comprehensive, fact-based 
and unbiased after-action report, conducted in a thorough and deliberate manner,” Assistant County 
Administrator Alphonso Jefferson said in a prepared statement. “We expect the assessment to begin 
later this month and take between three to six months to complete, with interim reports issued 
throughout the process.” 
 
The foundation will review “all relevant information about the event, including interviews of those 
affected or impacted, as necessary,” the statement said. The goal is a report that will include both the 
strengths identified in the response and where improvements are needed “for closing any gaps in our 
community’s response.” 
 
Henry said the verbal compliments she received from Orlando officials about the Police Foundation’s 
work there weighed heavily in her decision. The foundation did the after-action report on the police 
response to the Pulse shooting and is now reviewing the fire-rescue response at Orlando’s request. 
 
Besides the Newtown police chief, the Police Foundation team looking into the Parkland shootings will 
include experts in the field of public safety response to critical incidents, psychology of school shooters, 
school safety, security and emergency preparedness. 
 
Other agencies are also doing their own internal investigations. Gov. Rick Scott ordered the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement to look into how the Sheriff’s Office handled the incident and the 
school district will have a firm look at its response. 
 
The county is also establishing a multi-agency task force that will review all reports produced and 
recommendations that are made. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-broward-hires-police-foundation-20180409-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-broward-hires-police-foundation-20180409-story.html
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The 13-member task force includes Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie, Coral Springs City Manager 
Mike Goodrum, Parkland City Manager Bob Payton, United Way representative Maria Hernandez, 
American Red Cross chapter director Paula Prendergast, Henderson Behavioral Health CEO Steven 
Ronik, Florida Department of Children and Families representative Silvia Beebe, Salvation Army area 
commander Major Keath Biggers, Broward Health emergency preparedness manager Kelly Keys, 
Memorial Health Care representative Timothy Curtin, 2-1-1 Broward representative Sheila Smith, former 
County Commissioner Lois Wexler and Cypress Bay High assistant principal Jeff Nelson. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Cop gets reassigned after comments about Parkland massacre; review underway 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-ericson-
harrell-administrative-duty-20180409-story.html 
 
STORY: A police officer has been removed from road patrol while he’s being investigated in connection 
with Facebook posts that suggested the Parkland school massacre could be a hoax, police said Monday. 
 
North Miami Beach police Officer Ericson Harrell has been reassigned to administrative restricted duty 
with pay, until the police department’s investigation is over, said police spokesman Maj. Richard Rand. 
 
One of the Facebook posts under the name of Harrell asked, “What proof do you have? What evidence 
do you have, that anyone was killed other than #MSM accounts, alleged witnesses and a couple of 
funeral processions?” 
 
The department’s internal-affairs investigation began Friday after inquiries from the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel. 
 
Harrell could not be reached for comment Monday, though the Facebook page with his name on it 
acknowledged this weekend that his department is reviewing the matter. 
 
“Well, if you haven't heard already, I'll be standing in front of the man because of my questioning the 
the [sic] Parkland narrative!!” the Facebook entry said. 
 
A March 22 Facebook post referred to the five Parkland students featured on the cover of Time 
magazine as “paid actors/actresses,” including student Cameron Kasky. 
 
Kasky’s father, Jeff Kasky, said he was friends with Harrell two decades ago. Kasky, an attorney who is 
also a certified police officer, said Harrell was the class leader in his police academy class in 1998. 
 
Kasky said Harrell served as a Marine who was a “talented person.” 
 
“I am disappointed that my old friend has fallen into this conspiracy theory subculture,” Jeff Kasky said 
Monday. “He is smarter than that, and he knows how to reach me if he wants to talk to confirm that my 
child is indeed a real person and not a paid actor.” 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-ericson-harrell-administrative-duty-20180409-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-ericson-harrell-administrative-duty-20180409-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Man charged with felony won't give up guns. New law lets cops put him behind bars. 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-red-flag-gun-
arrest-20180409-story.html 
 
STORY: In the four weeks since Florida passed a “red flag” law authorizing police to seize weapons from 
people who could pose a threat to themselves or others, law enforcement officials in Broward County 
have taken action against 13 people. 
 
All have complied with police — except one. 
 
Deputies arrived at the home of Jerron Smith, 31, last week armed with a court order demanding he 
turn over any weapons under his control — and he said no, according to the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Now Smith has become the first person in Broward, and possibly in the state, to be charged with 
refusing to surrender his weapons under the new law, the sheriff’s office announced Monday. 
 
Violating a risk protection order is a third-degree felony punishable by a maximum of five years in 
prison. 
 
The law was passed March 9, nearly a month after Nikolas Cruz shot and killed 17 people at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland with an AR-15 rifle. 
 
The South Florida Sun Sentinel reviewed six of the risk protection order cases in Broward where 
information was immediately available. 
 
Mental health concerns were a key factor in three of them while violence, including stalking, were 
prominent in the other three. 
 
The highest profile order was filed last month against Nikolas Cruz’ brother, Zachary Cruz. 
 
Arrested for trespassing at Stoneman Douglas last month, Zachary Cruz was committed for mental 
health observation under the state’s Baker Act. No guns were found in the Lantana home where he’s 
been staying since his mother passed away last November. 
 
In Lighthouse Point, police obtained an order against a man who accused his neighbor of being a shape-
shifter who took on the appearance of Osama bin Laden. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office took an order out against a Weston man who told his mother he had 
financial problems that could be resolved if a family member with a life insurance policy were to die. The 
mother told police she believes her son is suffering from an undiagnosed mental illness, according to a 
sheriff’s office report. 
 
Police seize first firearms under Florida's new gun-control laws 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-red-flag-gun-arrest-20180409-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-red-flag-gun-arrest-20180409-story.html
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Broward Circuit Judge Jack Tuter also signed orders against a Weston man accused of stalking his ex-
girlfriend’s daughter and a Pembroke Park woman who drove her car into a BSO station in an alleged 
attempt to set it on fire, according to court records. 
 
Two of the 13 orders signed by Tuter are directed at juveniles and have not been released to the public. 
 
In the Deerfield Beach case, Smith was already barred from possessing a weapon, but the risk protection 
order made it much easier for law enforcement to prove he had one. 
 
Before the law was passed, law enforcement lacked the authority to search his home for weapons. The 
law gave deputies the power to order him to turn over his weapons, and his refusal gave deputies the 
justification they needed to obtain a search warrant. 
 
Smith was arrested in late March, accused of shooting at a car driven by a friend with whom he was 
having an argument over a borrowed cell phone. The friend was shaken but unhurt, according to court 
documents. 
 
Smith was ultimately charged with attempted murder and was released on a $3,000 bond. As a 
condition of his release, Smith was not permitted to have a gun. But even with that condition, police 
would not have been able to search his home for weapons without probable cause. 
 
“Smith was supposed to turn in firearms or ammunition while on bond,” said sheriff’s office 
spokeswoman Veda Coleman-Wright. “He did not.” 
 
Inside his home, deputies found “an AR-15, a .22 caliber rifle, hundreds of rounds of ammunition, a 
bump stock and numerous other weapon-related items,” according to a sheriff’s office news release. 
 
Bump stocks are attachments that modify semi-automatic weapons, such as the AR-15, so they can 
shoot more rapidly. 
 
Now Smith is in jail in lieu of a $100,000 bond on the risk protection order case. A judge would have to 
decide whether he is entitled to any bond at all on the attempted murder case because he allegedly 
violated the conditions of his release. 
 
Had he remained free, the risk protection order would have blocked Smith from being able to purchase 
a new weapon, said Coleman-Wright. A pre-trial restriction barring gun possession might not have 
turned up on a background check for a gun buyer — risk protection orders do. 
 
Smith’s case was assigned to the Broward Public Defender’s Office, but a specific lawyer has not yet 
been appointed. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Hollywood Gazette 
HEADLINE: Hollywood Cops Served in a Different Way at Tip-A-Cop Event to Support Special Olympics 
BYLINE: David Volz 
 
LINK: https://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2018/04/09/hollywood-cops-served-in-a-different-way-at-
tip-a-cop-event-to-support-special-olympics/ 
 
STORY: It was fun to watch the uniformed officers from the Hollywood Police Department work as 
celebrity servers at Hollywood’s Longhorn Steakhouse on Sheridan Street to raise money for the Special 
Olympics as part of the Tip-A-Cop program on March 20. 
 
Lt. Thea Basler led the effort and was pleased with the outcome. Chief Chris O’Brien was among the 
waiters. 
 
This is the third year that Hollywood Police has partnered with Longhorn Steakhouse to raise money for 
Special Olympics Florida and 100% of the tips collected for the Tip-A-Cop event go directly to benefit this 
organization. 
 
Tip-A-Cop is part of the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run® campaign in support of Special Olympics. 
Officers also participate in the Torch Run.  As the largest grass-roots fundraiser and public awareness 
vehicle for Special Olympics, funds raised in the campaign go directly to local programs where the funds 
are generated. 
 
Email operez@hollywoodfl.org for more info. 
  

https://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2018/04/09/hollywood-cops-served-in-a-different-way-at-tip-a-cop-event-to-support-special-olympics/
https://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2018/04/09/hollywood-cops-served-in-a-different-way-at-tip-a-cop-event-to-support-special-olympics/
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Man becomes first to be arrested for violating risk protection order 
BYLINE: Brandon Beyer 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/man-becomes-first-to-be-arrested-for-violating-risk-protection-
order/ 
 
STORY: POMPANO BEACH, FLA. (WSVN) - A man’s gun rights were taken away after a judge enacted a 
new Florida gun law that passed following the Parkland shooting. 
 
Thirty-one-year-old Jerron Smith was arrested last Thursday, accused of violating a risk protection order 
by Broward Sheriff’s deputies because, they said, he refused to surrender his weapons. Deputies said 
they found an AR-15, a .22 caliber rifle, a bump stock and hundreds of rounds of ammo. 
 
This new gun legislation allows a judge to prevent someone from owning a weapon if they feel that 
person is a danger to others. The judge in Smith’s case filed for the risk protection order because of his 
March 29 arrest for attempted murder. 
 
Smith’s neighbor, Isabell Henry, said she agrees that Smith shouldn’t have weapons. “If they’re not 
mature enough to handle a gun, they shouldn’t have guns,” she said. 
 
Last month, Smith was arrested and charged with attempted murder after, deputies said, he opened fire 
on a friend over a cellphone dispute. 
 
A man named Travis said Smith shot at him. He showed 7News the bullet holes in his car, saying the 
shots barely missed him. 
 
“I felt glass hit me,” said Travis. “Even two shots hit the back of my seat. I don’t know how they didn’t 
come through and hit me.” 
 
Deputies said this is the first arrest in Broward County for someone violating a risk protection order. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Scott Israel released a statement in response to the arrest saying, “We are 
thankful to have this valuable tool at our disposal to help keep deadly weapons out of the hands of 
individuals who demonstrate an obvious threat to themselves of others.” 
 
“I think it’s a good thing for those people who are around that’s just shooting at people like it’s the Wild 
West. Yeah, I think their guns need to be taken,” said Travis. 
 
Smith appeared in court on Friday and is being held without bond. 
  

https://wsvn.com/news/local/man-becomes-first-to-be-arrested-for-violating-risk-protection-order/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/man-becomes-first-to-be-arrested-for-violating-risk-protection-order/


8 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: New risk protection order law leads to arrest of man with AR-15 rifle 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/florida/deerfield-beach/new-risk-protection-order-law-leads-to-
arrest-of-man-with-ar-15-rifle 
 
STORY: DEERFIELD BEACH, Fla. - The Broward Sheriff's Office is crediting the new risk protection order 
law for leading to the arrest of a Deerfield Beach man and the confiscation of an AR-15 rifle and 
hundreds of rounds of ammunition. 
 
BSO spokeswoman Veda Coleman-Wright said in a news release that detectives also seized a bump 
stock and "numerous other weapon-related items from his home Thursday night." 
 
According to Coleman-Wright, BSO applied for a temporary RPO against Jerron Smith, 31, on 
Wednesday. 
 
A Broward County judge granted the temporary RPO on Thursday, which required Smith to surrender his 
firearms and ammunition to law enforcement.  
 
Detectives and deputies from the BSO's Civil Division and its SWAT team went to Smith's home, in the 
200 block of Southwest Third Street in Deerfield Beach, shortly before 6 p.m. Thursday to serve the 
order, but Smith refused to turn over his weapons and ammunition and would not allow authorities 
inside his home, Coleman-Wright said. 
 
Authorities later seized the weapons and ammunition after obtaining a search warrant. 
 
Coleman-Wright said the arrest is believed to be the first of its kind in the state for violation of an RPO 
since it became law on March 9. 
 
Smith is being held in lieu of a $100,000 bond. 
 
Smith's neighbor, Lorenzo Brown, told Local 10 News reporter Ian Margol that he has known the Army 
veteran for 20 years and was disappointed to hear about his arrest. 
 
"They just raided his house, found all of his weapons, or whatever, (and) they just took it," Brown said. 
"He spent a lot of money for his weaponry." 
 
Coleman-Wright said the RPO was sought after Smith was arrested March 29 on an attempted murder 
charge. 
 
Authorities said Smith shot into a vehicle occupied by a man who went to Smith's home to return his 
cellphone.   
 
Deputies said Smith was waiting for the victim outside as he arrived and was holding a gun. 
 
Smith threatened to shoot the victim if he didn't return his phone, Coleman-Wright said.  
 

https://www.local10.com/news/florida/deerfield-beach/new-risk-protection-order-law-leads-to-arrest-of-man-with-ar-15-rifle
https://www.local10.com/news/florida/deerfield-beach/new-risk-protection-order-law-leads-to-arrest-of-man-with-ar-15-rifle
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Authorities said Smith fired several rounds into the victim's vehicle as he was leaving. 
 
"He said he wasn't going to kill him. He was just going to scare him," Smith's neighbor, identified only as 
Nicole, said.  
 
Nicole said Smith talked often to her about his weapons and sometimes used them as intimidation 
tactics.  
 
Smith was released from jail two days later on a $3,000 bond and supervision of pretrial services. 
 
"The newly signed law is clearly proving its worth to law enforcement and the public," Sheriff Scott Israel 
said in a statement. "We are thankful to have this valuable tool at our disposal to help keep deadly 
weapons out of the hands of individuals who demonstrate an obvious threat to themselves or others."  
 
Coleman-Wright said Smith was also arrested on Feb. 3, 2017, after pointing a rifle at a woman, 
threatening to shoot her and barricading himself inside a home when deputies arrived to arrest him.  
 
The state ultimately declined to pursue charges against Smith in that case. 
 
Authorities said Smith was also arrested on May 28, 2016, on a charge of aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon following an incident in which he pulled a knife on a victim and threatened him with it.  
 
"The new risk protection law is intended to give law enforcement officers the authority they need to 
remove weapons from violent or mentally ill individuals," Coleman Wright said in the news release. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: South Florida police officer reassigned amid Parkland-focused Facebook posts 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/south-florida-police-officer-reassigned-
amid-facebook-posts 
 
STORY: NORTH MIAMI BEACH, Fla. - A South Florida police officer is the subject of an internal 
investigation after he called the Parkland school shooting survivors "paid actors" in one of several social 
media posts now under scrutiny. 
 
"Officer Ericson Harrell has been placed on administrative duty with pay pending an internal review," 
the North Miami Beach Police Department said in a post Monday on Twitter. "No further statement will 
be made at this time." 
 
"What proof do you have?" Harrell wrote in a March 29 Facebook post. "What evidence do you have, 
that anyone was killed other #MSM (mainstream media) accounts, alleged witnesses and a couple of 
funeral processions? #StonemanDouglas #SandyHook." 
 
Harrell's "paid actors" comment was made in a March 22 post showing five Parkland school shooting 
survivors on the cover of Time. 
 
The SunSentinel first reported that Harrell was under investigation. 
 
Jeff Kasky, the father of shooting survivor and student activist Cameron Kasky, told the Miami Herald 
that he got to know Harrell when they were in the police academy together. 
 
"I know that he's a very good person," he said of Harrell. "I don't know what happened to him. I wish 
him the very, very best. I wish he would have called to ask me, 'Why is your name involved?' before 
spouting this nonsense." 
 
Cameron Kasky co-founded the #NeverAgain movement against gun violence and helped organize last 
month's "March for Our Lives" event in Washington. 
 
Fourteen students and three faculty members were killed in the Valentine's Day mass shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 

https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/south-florida-police-officer-reassigned-amid-facebook-posts
https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/south-florida-police-officer-reassigned-amid-facebook-posts

