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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Two Miramar SWAT officers suspended for heading to Parkland massacre 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-miramar-
swat-cops-disciplined-20180307-story.html 
 
STORY: When a gunman started shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, two Miramar 
SWAT team members did what comes naturally: They went to help. 
 
Now they’ve been suspended for it. 
 
The officers did not have permission to respond to the shooting at Parkland on Feb. 14, when 17 people 
were killed. 
 
And that created an officer safety issue and left them unaccountable for their actions, according to their 
police department. 
 
But their union reacted differently. 
 
“While it may have been a violation of policy to not notify their supervisors that they were going there, 
their intentions were brave and heroic, I think,” Broward County PBA President Jeff Marano said 
Wednesday. 
 
The SWAT officers who responded were Detective Jeffrey Gilbert and Detective Carl Schlosser. One of 
them told supervisors he was in the Coral Springs area when the gunfire happened; it’s not known 
where the other drove from, police spokeswoman Tania Rues said. 
 
“They were both close by [the high school],” Rues said. 
 
A third SWAT member, Officer Kevin Gonzalez, was accused of being linked to several social media posts 
that put the city and police in a negative light, and was suspended for violating the department’s social 
media policy and the code of conduct, Rues said. 
 
She said she “could not comment further on where he may have posted information about the mass 
shooting or what was written.” 
 
All three were notified Fed. 22 of their indefinite removal from what their department called a 
“privileged program” and were ordered to surrender their SWAT-issued rifles, but they remain on active 
duty for their other assignments, Rues said. 
 
The afternoon of the shooting, Miramar police placed the SWAT team on stand-by in case a request 
came from the Broward Sheriff’s Office to assist. That call for the team never came, Rues said. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office said Wednesday it could not confirm whether anyone spoke with Miramar 
that day, but said Miramar’s SWAT team was “not needed” during the incident. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-miramar-swat-cops-disciplined-20180307-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-miramar-swat-cops-disciplined-20180307-story.html
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Miramar Police sent a victim’s advocate to help console victims’ families and officers to help direct 
traffic, Rues said. 
 
The instinct to run toward danger is a common one in police officers, seen often during terrorist attacks 
and mass shootings. 
 
But during the Jan. 6, 2017, shootings at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, over 2,000 
cops responded to the original report of gunfire and false reports of additional shots fired, according to 
a report by the Broward Sheriff’s Office. Five people were killed and six others wounded in the rampage. 
 
“Police officers have an inherent bias for action, and the minute they hear there’s a violent incident 
underway their immediate inclination is to go to it and try to stop the violence that is occurring,” Jim 
Bueermann, president of the Police Foundation, a Washington, D.C.-based police research organization, 
told the South Florida Sun Sentinel last June. “And we want that in police officers. The problem is being 
able to channel that.” 
 
But police response plans around the country have been changed to avoid having cops swarm to scenes. 
A crowd of arriving law enforcement can jam roads that ambulances need to use, overwhelm radios and 
in general, add to the confusion of the police response. 
 
Lessons learned from the Aurora, Colo. movie theater shooting and the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport shooting “clearly demonstrate that a controlled, organized response is what is 
most effective,” Rues said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Sheriff Israel tries to reassure Parkland on safety 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-bso-addresses-commission-
20180306-story.html 
 
STORY: In the aftermath of an unspeakable tragedy, with a packed house at Parkland City Hall, the 
Sheriff’s Office wanted to offer some assurance. 
 
Parkland is not the “shady rest retirement home” for deputies, said Sheriff Scott Israel, referring to 
rumors and speculation that the quiet, upscale suburb was more desirable for deputies waiting to retire. 
 
Rather, he is committed to making “Parkland as safe as humanely possible.” 
 
In front of students who said at night they still hear the sound of gunfire, and the parents of students 
still shaken by the what-ifs, he announced there would be some changes. There’ll be a new executive 
lieutenant assigned to Parkland with a military background to replace somebody retiring, a dedicated 
email address in the works for Parkland families to reach out to his agency directly, and deputies who 
patrol schools will carry rifles at all times. 
 
The Feb. 14 shooting that left 17 people dead and 17 wounded at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School still has many unanswered questions. Chief among them: Why did the Broward Sheriff’s deputy 
assigned to protect the school wait outside during the bloodbath? And did several others wait alongside 
him? 
 
Israel said the school resource officer, Deputy Scot Peterson, should have “went in. Addressed the killer. 
Killed the killer.” Video footage showed Peterson did none of that, Israel said. The sheriff confirmed he is 
also investigating the claim that others stayed outside too, as reported from Coral Springs cops who 
were there and the first to enter the school. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office said two deputies are under investigation for how they handled potential warnings 
about Cruz, including one from November in which a caller said Nikolas Cruz “could be a school shooter 
in the making.” 
 
Gov. Rick Scott has asked the Florida Department of Law Enforcement to investigate the response to the 
Parkland school shooting. 
 
Israel left several reporters waiting in the lobby at City Hall by walking out a back door after privately 
meeting with Parkland families Wednesday night. In that meeting, Israel lamented that not enough 
deputies were assigned to patrol in Parkland. 
 
Col. Jim Polan confirmed staffing levels have not grown since 2005, although the city has more 
residents. 
 
And Polan addressed concerns over a perimeter called by Capt. Jan Jordan, saying that was a 
“defensible” decision because she didn’t know whether there were multiple shooters. There was a 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-bso-addresses-commission-20180306-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-bso-addresses-commission-20180306-story.html
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report of shots at a football field adjoining a middle school, and authorities “didn’t want the bad guys to 
leave, and didn’t want the parents to get in” to a dangerous situation. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office has some damage control issues: A group called Concerned Parents of Parkland 
Florida has asked city commissioners to drop the Sheriff’s Office and use another law enforcement 
agency. More than 500 people had signed the online petition by lunchtime Wednesday. “They failed to 
serve and protect our community,” people wrote. 
 
The city’s five-year contract with the Sheriff’s Office expires Sept. 30, 2019. The city began Sheriff 
services in March 2004 and this year paid $7.7 million for the patrols. 
 
The city is not jumping to any decisions. 
 
“The city’s posture regarding BSO is to make decisions based on complete information, and we simply 
don’t have that yet,” said city spokesman Todd DeAngelis. “We will look closely at FDLE’s investigation, 
see what information comes forth from that, and make an informed decision on the best course of 
action moving forward.” 
 
Jordan, the district chief of the city, said she couldn’t comment because of the pending investigation. 
 
But Polan addressed the school resource officer’s alleged lack of action to the city commission, saying 
“we cannot provide individual level of courage. That comes from here,” he said, with his hand on his 
heart. 
 
He said although deputies receive the training and equipment, they never know how they’ll truly 
respond in a crisis. 
 
“You don’t know till that day comes,” he said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: What does Broward Sheriff Scott Israel not want us to see? 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-sheriff-israel-public-records-
20180307-story.html 
 
STORY: Since the Valentine’s Day shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, many 
government officials have walled off information needed to assess how well they did their jobs. 
 
At the head of the pack is Broward Sheriff Scott Israel, who suggests the school’s resource officer acted 
cowardly during the mass shooting and two deputies mishandled earlier warnings. Aside from that, 
though, the sheriff wants you to take his word that he and his deputies did amazing work before, during 
and after the shooting. 
 
But that’s not how it works. To hold government accountable, we need a better picture of what 
happened. And that means we need to see the evidence ourselves, starting with the security video 
taken outside the school. 
 
The video is not the only public record sought by the South Florida Sun Sentinel and other media 
organizations in the aftermath of the shooting and the epic government failure surrounding it. Among 
other things, we’ve also requested copies of the 911 calls, police radio calls and incident reports from 
the 39 times BSO deputies were called to the home of Nikolas Cruz, who’s confessed to carrying out the 
rampage that killed 17 and injured 17. 
 
But the video is an important first step in answering urgent questions, including: What went right and 
wrong outside the school? Where was School Resource Officer Scot Peterson during the shooting? How 
long did it take BSO deputies to arrive? Did they enter the building or not? Were Coral Springs officers 
first to go in? Were emergency medical technicians restrained from entering? How long before rescue 
trucks were able to race victims to hospitals? 
 
The answers are needed now because there’s a lot of back and forth over who did what. Peterson says 
the sheriff is wrong about what he saw on the video and Coral Springs police say several BSO deputies 
didn’t enter the school, either. 
 
Meanwhile, we’re in the middle of a major public debate about how to harden schools, whether to 
change gun laws, how to handle potentially dangerous gun owners and most importantly, whether our 
children are safe in school. 
 
And laws are being formed without the benefit of knowing what exactly happened. 
 
So on Thursday, the Sun Sentinel’s lawyers will appear before Circuit Court Judge Jeffrey Levenson to 
make the case that there’s good cause to release the video. 
 
“By refusing to release the video, the public is being deprived of significant and first-hand information 
that would allow them to have an informed voice on what changes may be necessary to avoid such 
tragedies in the future, and to potentially provide an answer to the pressing question of whether more 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-sheriff-israel-public-records-20180307-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-sheriff-israel-public-records-20180307-story.html
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lives could have been saved,” says our lawyer, Dana McElroy, of the Tampa-based firm of Thomas & 
LoCicero. 
 
Sheriff Israel doesn’t want to release the video, which is curious, given that he’s already given a detailed 
description of its substance. At a televised press conference eight days after the shooting, he said he felt 
“the public needed to know” that the video showed Peterson did “nothing” except get on his radio while 
shots were being fired. The sheriff said Peterson “never went in” as he should have. 
 
But four days later, Peterson, through his lawyer, said the criticism was unwarranted and that the video 
(along with eyewitness testimony) will exonerate him. 
 
We tried to get the video — and please note, we only seek the video taken outside the school — from 
Broward school district officials, but they apparently gave their only copy to BSO. 
 
Government agencies cannot give their only copy of a public record — which includes photos and videos 
— to another agency. The Florida Supreme Court made that clear in a Tampa case, where the city 
“improperly played a ‘shell game’ ” to avoid disclosure. Given that, BSO should make a copy and return 
the video — and the district should release it. 
 
The law provides an exception if the video shows a security system. But it also says that if there’s good 
cause for releasing it — and good cause certainly exists here — it can still be released. 
 
Besides, the school’s surveillance cameras are hardly a secret. They’re clearly visible, as they should be. 
People should know they’re being watched. 
 
Regardless, the school district plans to tear down Building 12, which makes moot the argument about its 
security cameras. 
 
The sheriff argues that the video shouldn’t be released because it’s part of an active investigation. But 
the school district isn’t a law enforcement agency and so can’t claim “active criminal investigation.” Plus, 
there’s an exemption if the information has already been disclosed, as it has. Plus, the video doesn’t 
show the shootings, but law enforcement’s response. Plus, Cruz has already confessed. 
 
In a related case, Circuit Judge Charles Greene found “good cause” existed for releasing otherwise-
exempt records about how the Florida Department of Children and Families treated Cruz after he cut 
himself. To its credit, DCF proactively sought the ruling to release the records. 
 
It was disappointing to see State Attorney Mike Satz’s office argue against public disclosure. It said 
releasing the video could affect the grand jury’s proceedings, though the grand jury quickly wrapped up 
Wednesday with a 34-count indictment of Cruz. It also said the release could affect the trial jury, though 
Cruz has already confessed. It even said the release could potentially hurt “the due process rights of 
Nikolas Cruz.” 
 
If Cruz’s public defender doesn’t object, why should the prosecutor? 
 
Thursday’s hearing is set against a backdrop of state lawmakers chipping away at public records and 
your right to know. As one example, they exempted autopsy records from public disclosure a few years 
ago. Before quickly agreeing with them, know that no newspaper wants to run such photos on the front 
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page. Now consider the case of an inmate who died at Florida State Prison in Stark, as recounted by 
Barbara Petersen, president of the First Amendment Foundation. 
 
“According to the medical examiner’s report, which is all we get now, he died of heart failure. But if you 
look at the autopsy photos, which were still available then, he had boot marks on his chest. He got 
stomped to death. So of course his heart failed. That’s why we sometimes need access. We need to 
make sure government is doing its job.” 
 
Sheriff Israel is holding back more than the video. He’s also refusing to release the incident reports from 
all those visits to Cruz’s house, which are clearly public record. His office says it’s overwhelmed with 
records requests. Yet it found the time to gather those reports and give its edited assessment of each. 
Copies would have been faster — and better. 
 
The school district is slow to comply, too. So are city police departments that responded to the shooting. 
Like we said, many governments are walling off information needed to assess their performance. And 
these lawsuits are costly. Government gets to use your money. 
 
We’ve heard a lot of talk these last few weeks about the Second Amendment and your right to bear 
arms. But there’s a reason our Founding Fathers put “a free press” in the First Amendment. Because to 
make informed decisions about our government, people need to know what’s going on. 
 
And for the record, when it comes to your right to know, the Sun Sentinel is on the front lines, fighting 
for you. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hearing today in media's lawsuit seeking video from outside school shooting scene 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-
school-shooting-lawsuit-video-hearing-20180308-story.html 
 
STORY: Lawyers for the Broward Sheriff’s Office and the school district are due in court Thursday for a 
hearing on a lawsuit filed by media companies seeking access to video footage from outside last month’s 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 
 
The South Florida Sun Sentinel and other media organizations filed the suit on Feb. 26, citing “extreme 
public interest” in the conduct of law enforcement officers during and after the shooting that left 17 
dead and 17 more wounded. 
 
Former student Nikolas Cruz has been indicted on charges of murder and attempted murder. 
 
Broward Sheriff’s Deputy Scot Peterson resigned and then retired a week after the shooting when the 
sheriff’s office notified him he was under investigation for allegedly staying outside the school while the 
shooting was taking place. 
 
The sheriff’s office and school district have declined to release the video to the public, saying the 
footage could reveal a security system plan; that the video is part of an ongoing criminal investigation 
related to Cruz; and that it is part of an internal affairs investigation of Peterson. 
 
Peterson has defended his actions, saying he believed the gunshots were coming from outside the 
building. 
 
Since then, the Sheriff’s Office has denied allegations that other deputies took position outside the 
school instead of entering the school. 
 
The hearing over access to the video footage is scheduled for 3 p.m. before Broward Circuit Judge 
Jeffrey Levenson. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-lawsuit-video-hearing-20180308-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-lawsuit-video-hearing-20180308-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: This deputy’s website was called ‘shocking and disrespectful.’ But it passed the test 
BYLINE: Jessica DeLeon 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article204073624.html 
 
STORY: Content on a website linked to a Manatee County Sheriff’s Office deputy, including obscene 
language and a description of how to break out of handcuffs, initially alarmed Sheriff Rick Wells. But the 
site has not been found to violate any department policies. 
 
An internal affairs inquiry last month concluded the website’s content may be “shocking and 
disrespectful,” but no action was taken against Deputy Scott Milford, who is listed on a registration page 
as the site’s administrator. 
 
While there seems to be no doubt that the website is linked to Milford, Wells noted on Wednesday that 
the deputy never identifies himself or the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office on the site. 
 
“He has the First Amendment right to voice his opinion,” Wells said. “I don’t agree the way he goes 
about it … but he is not doing anything to this point to discredit law enforcing or this agency.” 
 
Never miss a local story. 
Sign up today for a free 30 day free trial of unlimited digital access. 
 
A call to the phone number listed on the website’s registration went unanswered on Wednesday. 
 
The inquiry was launched after the sheriff’s office received a complaint about the site, 
uncensoredtactical.com, from a person who asked to remain anonymous. 
 
“You have a deputy that hosts a podcast and a website where he espouses some pretty shocking 
content,” the complainant wrote. “My 11-year-old is fascinated with law enforcement and listens to a 
lot of podcasts and I had the chance to overhear one of them.” 
 
Milford is listed at Register.com as the administrator of the website. 
 
The internal affairs inquiry into the complaint was closed Feb. 20, concluding that while the “content 
and tone can be considered shocking and disrespectful,” it appeared that measures were taken to “mask 
any connection to a specific agency,” a sheriff’s office memo states. 
 
The sheriff’s office was unable to verify the website’s registration, according to the memo. 
 
Under the section of the sheriff’s office’s general orders that deals with use of social media, deputies 
have the right to express themselves as long as their speech does not “impair working relationships of 
this agency for which loyalty and confidentiality are important, impede the performance of duties, 
impair discipline and harmony among coworkers, or negatively affect the public perception of the 
agency.” 
 
While some of Milford’s opinions on officer safety training presented on the website may be 
unorthodox, they do not violate any polices, the sheriff added. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article204073624.html
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“We will investigate if we are informed that policies are violated,” Wells said. “We haven't found that 
yet.” 
 
The general orders also require a deputy’s speech on social media to abide by the sheriff’s office’s code 
of conduct, which prohibits obscene or sexually explicit language. 
 
The website, which lists its founder as a Pat Watson, aims to “promote smart tactics, we question the 
standard, we call out BS when we see it, we offer an Urban Survival Course for Military/LEO/Civilians, 
and we hope to create a community of like minded individuals.” 
 
The complaint cites several “alarming” comments made on the website: 
 

• “(B)ecause someone wears a badge does not make them an automatic hero. Because a police 
officer dies does not make them a defacto hero either.” 

• “Some people have a ‘punchable face’ or that voice like nails on a chalkboard.” 
• “I believe you can tattoo your face and join in unholy matrimony as an interracial gay couple and 

burn the American flag in your front yard.” 
 
The website features many posts explaining how locks can be picked or how to get out of handcuffs, the 
latter of which Wells said he found alarming. 
 
Milford, who graduated from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward County in June 2004, 
joined the sheriff’s office in August 2014 after being honorably discharged from active duty with the U.S. 
Coast Guard, according to his personnel file. He was recalled for duty in April 2016 and returned to the 
sheriff’s office in April 2017. Most recently, Milford was recalled for duty in May 2017 and has since 
been on military leave from the sheriff’s office, but his service records show he is currently on a reserve 
medical hold. 
 
The website lists 11 reasons defending why the writer posts the content that he does, including there is 
nothing proprietary about the information posted; agencies and companies are failing employees by not 
sharing best practices; the information is already available online; and there is nothing illegal about 
what is being taught. 
 
The page concludes with this defense: 
 
“I am very OK with what and how I teach. That being said, I will be making an effort to be very clear 
about how and why I teach, as well as the fact that anything learned on this site is to be used by the 
viewer at his own discretion and risk and that I assume zero (expletive) responsibility for anyone that 
decides to not act like an adult. … Teaching is my passion. Helping people prepare themselves with 
better security is also my passion, for both professionals.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: BSO defends captain who took charge of Parkland shooting scene 
BYLINE: Nicolas Nehamas 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article203928859.html 
 
STORY: The Broward Sheriff’s Office is defending the captain who ordered deputies to set up a 
perimeter around Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School as law enforcement officers responded to the 
scene of a deadly mass shooting. 
 
On a website called BSO Fact Check, the agency wrote that Capt. Jan Jordan handled the situation in 
accordance with training. 
 
“The shooting had stopped,” the website states. “A perimeter is a secondary task that would be 
appropriate to apprehend the suspect, stop him from entering the neighboring middle school and 
prevent non-first responders (responding parents) from coming on the school property while it was on 
lockdown.” 
 
Four BSO deputies did not immediately enter the building where Nikolas Cruz gunned down 17 students 
and staff on Feb. 14. Coral Springs police officers were the first to go in, but Cruz had already fled, 
according to reports and Miami Herald sources. 
 
A partial dispatch log obtained by the Miami Herald last week showed that Jordan, BSO’s Parkland 
district commander, gave the order to form a perimeter while some deputies thought the shooting was 
still going on. 
 
“Everyone should have gone in,” said a law enforcement source familiar with the agency’s response. 
“Every single person believed the shooter was in the building.” 
 
BSO’s response suggests Jordan, a veteran Fort Lauderdale police officer who applied to the agency on 
Broward Sheriff Scott Israel’s recommendation, may have had more information than officers on the 
ground. A spokeswoman for the agency did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
 
Jordan’s personnel file with Fort Lauderdale police, where she retired in 2009 after 20 years of service, 
shows she earned consistently high evaluations from her superiors. Between leaving Fort Lauderdale 
and joining BSO, she worked briefly as a ticket agent for JetBlue Airlines in Denver, a police sergeant for 
the town of Breckenridge, Colorado, an accreditation coordinator for Wilton Manors Police Department 
and an investigator for the Broward County Public Defender. 
 
She was hired by BSO in 2013, after Israel’s election, and was appointed to command the Parkland 
district in 2017 after leading BSO’s civil division. 
 
BSO’s fact check website also addressed other information it said was not accurate, including reports 
that BSO deputies were ordered not to go into Stoneman Douglas without their body cameras turned on 
and claims that the agency has not conducted active-shooter training since 2006. 
 
Israel has so far refused to release surveillance video that could shed light on how BSO responded, 
leading several news organizations, including the Miami Herald, to sue. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article203928859.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: BSO Counters Claims About Parkland Shooting, Issues ‘Fact Check’ 
BYLINE: Carey Codd 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/06/bso-parkland-florida-claims-facts-marjory-stoneman-
douglas/ 
 
STORY: PARKLAND (CBSMiami) –The Broward Sheriff’s Office is firing back against accusations that the 
agency failed to act on warning signs involving shooting suspect Nikolas Cruz, failed to adequately 
respond to the shooting and didn’t properly train their deputies. 
 
Late Tuesday, BSO published what it’s calling a “Fact Check” to respond to some of the criticism the 
agency and a handful of its deputies and employees have faced since the deadly school shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School last month that left 17 dead and 14 wounded. 
 
The following are 3 of the most prominent criticisms the agency has faced and BSO’s response: 
 
CLAIM: “Broward Sheriff’s Office missed countless warning signs about shooting suspect Nikolas Cruz.” 
 
BSO RESPONSE: BSO says they responded to 18 calls for service for Cruz but the agency says “(T)here 
were no arrestable offenses, nor was there evidence to prompt an involuntary mental health 
assessment.” 
 
Another claim focuses on Parkland District Commander Captain Jan Jordan and her radio transmission 
asking if a perimeter had been set up around the school. 
 
CLAIM: “A BSO captain told deputies to form a perimeter around the deadly scene instead of going in to 
confront the shooter.” 
 
BSO RESPONSE: “The shooting had stopped….The question was asked following transmissions by law 
enforcement on scene advising of victims located at the football field and near the entrance of 
Westglades Middle School. Other transmissions stated the location of the suspect was unknown and at 
least one other communicated units were making entry.” 
 
BSO says that when Captain Jordan asked about that perimeter, Nikolas Cruz was gone from Building 
1200, the freshman building. A law enforcement source tells CBS4 News that, at that point, if the 
shooting had stopped and Cruz was no longer on the premises, setting up a perimeter was exactly the 
right thing to do. 
 
BSO RESPONSE: BSO says “A perimeter…would be appropriate to apprehend the suspect, stop him from 
entering the neighboring middle school and prevent non-first responders from coming on the school 
property…” 
 
Another claim involves the communications between BSO and Coral Springs Police and Fire Rescue. The 
initial 911 calls from the shooting were received by dispatchers in Coral Springs, not from BSO. 
 
CLAIM: “Real-time audio from dispatch records reveal errors in the law enforcement response.” 
 

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/06/bso-parkland-florida-claims-facts-marjory-stoneman-douglas/
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/06/bso-parkland-florida-claims-facts-marjory-stoneman-douglas/
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BSO RESPONSE: “Coral Springs Fire Rescue was dispatched to the scene of an active shooter. BSO was 
dispatched shortly after to a call of possible shots fired. Initially, Coral Springs officers and BSO deputies 
were working on separate radio channels until the channels were patched together. The patching of 
radio channels was impeded by the fact Coral Springs is not part of the regional communications system. 
The patching of channels came after the shooter left the school.” 
 
BSO School Resource Officer Scot Peterson quit after learning that he would be suspended for failing to 
go into the school while the shooter was inside carrying out his murderous rampage. The information 
released by BSO on Tuesday did not address the accusation that other 3 BSO deputies may have also 
failed to enter the school. 
 
Another claim is whether deputies were told not to enter the school unless they had body cameras on. 
BSO says that is absolutely false. 
 
BSO also says that their deputies regularly undergo active shooter training and that the agency is 
promising transparency throughout this process but cannot release certain records and information 
because of a number of investigations into the shooting and the response to it. 
 
BSO says they’ve set up a website where they will post other information on the shooting investigation. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: 2 Miramar SWAT officers suspended for unauthorized response to Parkland shooting 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/2-miramar-swat-officers-suspended-for-unauthorized-response-to-
parkland-shooting/ 
 
STORY: MIRAMAR, FLA. (WSVN) - Miramar Police temporarily suspended two SWAT team members for 
responding to the Parkland school shooting on their own. 
 
Miramar Police Detectives Jeffrey Gilbert and Carl Schlosser raced to the school after the shooting 
without notifying their supervisors. 
 
The department said their actions created an officer safety situation because dispatch didn’t know 
where they were or what they were doing. 
 
Both officers have been instructed to turn in their SWAT-issued rifles. They were notified of their 
suspension on Feb. 22. 
 
The president of the union that represents those SWAT members told The Sun-Sentinel that, while it 
may have been a violation of policy not to notify their supervisors, their intentions were both brave and 
heroic. 
  

https://wsvn.com/news/local/2-miramar-swat-officers-suspended-for-unauthorized-response-to-parkland-shooting/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/2-miramar-swat-officers-suspended-for-unauthorized-response-to-parkland-shooting/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: FBI details series of mistakes in handling tips that warned about Parkland gunman 
BYLINE: Tim Swift 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/fbi-apologizes-for-mishandling-of-tips-
that-warned-about-parkland-gunman 
 
STORY: WASHINGTON - The FBI has detailed a series of mistakes that the agency made in its handling of 
tips that warned about about Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School gunman Nikolas Cruz in the 
months before the shooting.  
 
During a briefing on the case Tuesday, Deputy FBI Director David Bowdich told the House Judiciary and 
House Oversight and Government Reform committees that corrective actions were being taken. 
 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte, a Virginia Republican, and House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee Chairman Trey Gowdy, a South Carolina Republican, released new 
details about what went wrong, including: 
 

• A woman who gave the FBI a detailed warning about Cruz in January said she spoke to a 
supervisor in addition the call-taker, but the conversation was not documented. 

• The congressmen said the call-taker failed to ask "investigative probing questions" during the 
call. 

• The person who would spoke with the woman was aware of an earlier report to the FBI about 
Cruz. In September 2016, a man told the FBI that a YouTube user named "Nickolas Cruz" had 
written, "I am going to be a professional school shooter" as an online comment. The call taker 
and the supervisor did not pursue the tip despite the information. 

 
Bowdich said the FBI is still reviewing how the agency handled the tip, but he told the congressmen that 
the agency has already taken some steps to prevent this from happening again. 
 
He said the FBI has recommended stronger oversight and better training for tip line employees. The FBI 
said it would also institute better documentation of tip line calls. 
 
It is also reviewing laws to see how information sharing between law enforcement agencies can be 
improved. 
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