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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hearing tonight: Gun control advocates aim for Broward referendum to ban assault rifles 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-school-
shooting-broward-charter-20180306-story.html 
 
STORY: The national gun debate gets a hearing in Broward County Wednesday as local residents plan to 
ask a county board to let voters do what state and federal officials haven’t: ban assault rifles and high-
capacity gun magazines. 
 
If the board agrees to place a referendum on the November ballot and county voters were to approve it, 
the measure would only apply in the county — if it could even be enforced at all. The action would be in 
defiance of a state law signed by Gov. Rick Scott in 2011 that bars local governments from enacting any 
gun regulations. 
 
Supporters of gun restrictions say they’re tired of inaction and want the county to take a stand, 
especially after the Feb. 14 shootings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland that killed 
17 students and staff and wounded 16. 
 
"It seems to me…there’s some sort of revolution occurring, a resistance to some of the things that just 
are wrong," said Bradette Jepsen, head of the gun safety committee of the Broward League of Women 
Voters. 
 
Jepsen and others plan to make their case to the county’s Charter Review Commission, a once-in-a-
decade board with the power to put amendments to the county charter on the ballot for voters to 
decide. The commission holds its first public hearing on 11 proposed ballot measures at 6:30 p.m. at 
Lauderhill City Hall, 5581 W. Oakland Park Boulevard. 
 
The currently proposed amendments include items like creating an affordable housing trust fund, 
requiring local governments to post meeting agendas and materials online at least 48 hours before a 
scheduled meeting and establishing new rules for redistricting county commission seats. 
 
But after the Stoneman Douglas incident, some commission members suggested the board should look 
at charter amendments involving gun restrictions in an effort to protect the public. 
 
Board members will consider the gun regulation comments they hear Wednesday at a March 16 
meeting, where they are expected to decide whether to put some gun measures on the ballot. 
 
Stoneman Douglas High students who have rallied around an assault rifle ban, as well as universal 
background checks, spoke at the board’s last meeting just a week after the school shootings by gunman 
Nikolas Cruz, who was armed with an AR-15 rifle. 
 
“The Parkland students’ goals are exactly like ours,” Jepsen said. 
 
Broward School Board voices support for gun control measures 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-school-shooting-broward-charter-20180306-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-sb-school-shooting-broward-charter-20180306-story.html
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The state’s 2011 law, which was supported by the National Rifle Association, included stiff penalties for 
any local officials passing their own gun restrictions. Public officials passing such regulations could be 
removed from office by the governor, face fines of up to $5,000 and also could be sued for damages. 
 
A number of charter review board members said they were willing to challenge the law. The measures 
they are considering include banning assault rifles, banning high-capacity magazines, banning the sale of 
devices that turn a semi-automatic weapon into an automatic one and banning gun shows on county-
owned property. It takes the support of at least 13 members of the 19-member commission to put any 
amendment on the ballot. 
 
Additional public hearings will be held March 14 at Hollywood City Hall, March 15 at Pembroke Pines 
City Hall and March 27 at Coral Springs City Hall, all starting at 6:30 p.m., and at 6 p.m. March 28 at the 
African-American Research Library in Fort Lauderdale. No final decision on any ballot question will be 
made until the public hearings are finished. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: BSO says perimeter was set up after, not during, Parkland shooting 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-
school-shooting-perimeter-explanation-20180306-story.html 
 
STORY: The captain who reportedly ordered deputies to set up a perimeter around Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School the afternoon of last month’s deadly shooting spree did so only after the gunfire 
had stopped. 
 
The Broward County Sheriff’s Office issued a series of “Fact Check” statements on its website late Friday 
afternoon. One of them addresses the actions of Capt. Jan Jordan, who reportedly had ordered deputies 
to create a perimeter rather than storm the school and neutralize the shooter. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office’s news release on Tuesday didn’t say whether Jordan ordered a perimeter. 
 
According to the Sheriff’s Office: 
 
“The shooting had stopped. In the first dispatch transmission by Captain Jan Jordan, she asked if a 
perimeter had been established. The question was asked following transmissions by law enforcement on 
scene advising of victims located at the football field and near the entrance of Westglades Middle 
School. 
 
“Other transmissions stated the location of the suspect was unknown and at least one other 
transmission communicated units were making entry. 
 
“By then, the suspect had been gone from building 1200 and his whereabouts were unknown. A 
perimeter is a secondary task that would be appropriate to apprehend the suspect, stop him from 
entering the neighboring middle school and prevent non-first responders [responding parents] from 
coming on the school property while it was on lockdown.” 
 
Efforts to reach the Sheriff’s Office with follow-up questions were unsuccessful Tuesday evening. Among 
the questions: Was the Sheriff’s Office aware Cruz already left the building if and when the agency set 
up a perimeter? 
 
Nikolas Cruz was captured by Coconut Creek Police at 3:41 p.m. on Feb. 14, more than an hour after the 
shooting had stopped. Cruz is facing 17 counts of fist degree murder. He is also accused of wounding at 
least 16 others. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-perimeter-explanation-20180306-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-perimeter-explanation-20180306-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Final defendant denies role in 2006 murder of Broward Deputy Tephford 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-defense-closings-ingraham-
20180306-story.html 
 
STORY: There was an innocent explanation for Eloyn Ingraham’s actions on the night Broward Sheriff’s 
Deputy Brian Tephford was murdered in 2006, Ingraham’s lawyer said Tuesday. 
 
Defense attorney Daniel Aaronson, who represents the last of three men accused of arranging to have 
Tephford and fellow Deputy Corey Carbocci shot during a routine traffic stop in Tamarac, said Ingraham 
is the only one of the defendants who can make a credible case for innocence. 
 
Attorneys for the other two defendants, Andre Delancy and Bernard Forbes, made similar arguments 
last week and Monday — the men were friends on the street, but on trial and facing execution if 
convicted, it has been every man for himself since opening statements last June. 
 
Prosecutor Mike Satz had argued that Ingraham was the passenger in a Toyota that had been pulled 
over at the Versailles Gardens complex by Tephford late on Nov. 11, 2006. Ingraham gave deputies a 
fake name and called Forbes and Delancy, who showed up with guns blazing, Satz said. Tephford died at 
the scene. Carbocci survived. 
 
Aaronson said Tuesday that Ingraham, 40, wasn’t trying to avoid capture and had no reason to want 
Tephford dead. He gave a fake name because he was cheating on the mother of his son with the driver 
of the car that had been pulled over, Aaronson said. 
 
His phone call to Forbes was simply to complain that he was being pulled over, Aaronson said. Another 
nine-minute call to Forbes, which remained open throughout the shooting incident, was placed 
accidentally, and no conversation took place, Aaronson said. 
 
Crucially, Aaronson said, a witness testified that after the shooting, Ingraham was heard cursing out his 
co-defendants — “What the [expletive] did you do?” Ingraham yelled, according to the witness. 
 
“There is no evidence that shows Eloyn Ingraham’s innocence more than those words under the 
circumstances they were yelled,” Aaronson said. “They show that he was not involved in a conspiracy to 
commit murder.” 
 
Jurors will hear next from Satz, who has a final opportunity to rebut the defense closing arguments on 
Thursday. 
 
Broward Circuit Judge Paul Backman will bring the jury back on Friday to provide instructions on the 
laws the jury must consider when they begin deliberations. The jury can take as long as they need to 
review the evidence and reach a verdict. 
 
The jury will be sequestered during deliberations, which will begin Friday and run through the weekend, 
Backman said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-defense-closings-ingraham-20180306-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-defense-closings-ingraham-20180306-story.html
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If the men are convicted of first degree murder or conspiracy, the same jurors will return to court at a 
later date to consider whether they deserve the death penalty. A jury’s recommendation has to be 
unanimous in order for the judge to be allowed to impose a death sentence. 
  



6 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: 'Red flag' laws allow police to take guns from people who show signs of violence 
BYLINE: Paula McMahon 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
school-shooting-red-flag-law-20180301-story.html 
 
STORY: In the months before the Parkland school mass shooting, several people told authorities they 
were concerned about Nikolas Cruz’s propensity for violence but none of those red flags prevented him 
from holding onto the cache of guns he already owned. 
 
This week, Florida’s Legislature is voting on “red flag” or “risk warrant” legislation that would give police 
officers the power to temporarily remove guns and ammunition from people who show warning signs of 
violence to themselves or others. Supporters say the measures can save lives by reducing the number of 
shootings and suicides. 
 
Sen. Marco Rubio said he plans to introduce similar federal legislation that would give “law enforcement 
and close family members” the ability to obtain a court order to prevent future gun sales or remove 
guns from individuals who may pose a threat. 
 
Five states — California, Connecticut, Indiana, Oregon and Washington — already have laws that enable 
officers to remove firearms when they are notified about a person who has access to guns and may be a 
danger. 
 
Police in Connecticut removed an average of seven guns from each person who had firearms seized, 
according to one independent academic study that analyzed the effectiveness of the state’s red flag law 
between 1999 and 2013. 
 
Some other states are considering enacting similar laws, including Alaska, New York and Vermont. A bill 
in Alaska was introduced last year after Esteban Santiago, then an Anchorage resident, was arrested on 
federal charges he killed five people and injured six others in the Jan. 6, 2017, mass shooting at Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. His trial is scheduled for June in federal court in Miami. 
 
Two months before the shooting, Santiago, who had previously been accused of domestic violence, 
went to the FBI office in Anchorage and told agents that the government was trying to control his mind. 
A gun taken from his vehicle in the FBI parking lot was returned to Santiago by state authorities after he 
was hospitalized for a mental health evaluation. 
 
The Alaskan bill lingered for months but recently had a first hearing before the House Judiciary 
Committee — after survivors of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting launched their 
#NeverAgain campaign to reduce gun violence. 
 
The National Rifle Association did not respond to a request for comment on Florida’s proposed law. In 
the past, NRA lobbyists have said they think such laws can interfere with individuals’ Second 
Amendment rights to own guns, based on less evidence than would be required in criminal 
proceedings.. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-school-shooting-red-flag-law-20180301-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-school-shooting-red-flag-law-20180301-story.html
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Connecticut, in 1999, was the first state to introduce such legislation one year after an employee fatally 
shot and stabbed four people at the state’s lottery headquarters, then took his own life. 
 
Mike Lawlor, Connecticut’s current undersecretary for criminal justice policy and a former member of 
the state legislature, said that when he helped write and pass the law in 1999, he figured it would rarely 
be used. 
 
But after the Virginia Tech massacre in 2007, Connecticut saw a significant increase in the number of 
people calling law enforcement to report concerns about troubled people with access to firearms. The 
number of “risk warrants” issued almost doubled from 26 in 2006 to 51 in 2007. 
 
The numbers peaked after the 2012 Sandy Hook mass shooting at an elementary school in Newtown, 
Conn.: 183 gun confiscation orders were issued in the following year. 
 
So why didn’t the law prevent the Sandy Hook murders? 
 
“Nobody picked up the phone and called police,” Lawlor said. “The shooter was not on law 
enforcement’s radar screen.” 
 
To date, 1,519 orders have been issued — including 19 this year. 
 
“I think people are more inclined to call the police now that we have seen more of these mass shootings 
in our country,” Lawlor said. “People say ‘I would never be able to live with myself if I hadn’t called.’ ” 
 
Cruz, 19, a former student at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, used an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle 
that he legally purchased about a year before the massacre, investigators said. 
 
The proposed law in Florida — a response to the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School — 
is part of a wide-ranging Senate bill that would allow some school employees to carry guns, increase the 
age to buy firearms and provide millions of dollars for school safety improvements and mental health 
programs. The “red flag” provision was not included in the House version of the bill as of Monday. 
 
The proposal is similar to legislation already in place in a few other states. The laws are sometimes 
called “extreme risk protection orders” and give police a non-criminal way to seize firearms. The laws 
allow police to remove guns from a person who is distressed or making threats. 
 
Supporters say the process respects individuals’ constitutional rights by creating a civil court procedure 
for law enforcement to obtain a court order that would temporarily bar a person from having access to 
firearms and ammunition. 
 
Jeffrey Swanson, who co-authored the study on Connecticut’s law, said research showed the legislation 
appears to be effective in reducing suicides. Proving its effect on mass shootings would be much more 
challenging, he said, because mass shootings are statistically much rarer than suicides. That means there 
is a much smaller pool of examples to study. 
 
Gun-safety laws have to address the wide range of issues involved, said Swanson, a professor of 
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at Duke University in Durham, N.C. 
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Gun-removal laws close loopholes in existing legislation and give police officers a way to legally remove 
guns in a way that respects constitutional rights, he said. 
 
Police have to prove there is sufficient evidence to support their request and a judge — in civil, not 
criminal, court — makes the final decision on whether the removal is legally justified. Police would also 
have to go back to court if they wanted to extended the period of confiscation of guns. 
 
“If you prevent someone in crisis from purchasing a gun but they already have 12 other guns at home, 
that’s not going to stop them,” Swanson said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Broward’s jail healthcare provider charged with doctoring patient records about death 
BYLINE: Dan Christensen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2018/03/browards-jail-healthcare-provider-charged/ 
 
STORY: Armor Correctional Health Services, the Miami-based company that provides jail healthcare 
services for Broward, Palm Beach and 18 other Florida counties, has been criminally charged by the 
state of Wisconsin with seven counts of intentionally falsifying inmate healthcare records. 
 
The criminal complaint filed Feb. 21 alleges that Armor, through its employees, doctored patient records 
concerning four inmates, including one who died of dehydration while in custody in the Milwaukee 
County Jail. 
 
Terrill Thomas, 38, “was locked in his cell without water from April 17, 2016 until he died of dehydration 
on the night of April 23-24, 2016,” the complaint says. 
 
“He literally died of thirst,” says a federal civil rights lawsuit filed by his estate against Armor, Milwaukee 
County, conservative ex-Sheriff David Clarke and others. Clarke, who was sheriff when Thomas died, 
gained international notoriety last month when he suggested on Twitter that Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas students demanding gun control had been manipulated by Democrats and liberal billionaire 
George Soros. 
 
Criminal charges against government contractors in such matters are exceedingly rare. But the 
Milwaukee County District Attorney’s 10-page charging document accuses Armor Correctional 
employees of engaging in “a pattern and practice of intentionally falsifying entries in inmate patient 
health care records.” In Wisconsin, a corporation may be charged criminally for the acts  its employees 
committed within the scope of their employment. If convicted of the misdemeanor charges, Armor 
could be fined up to $25,000 per count. 
 
“The company intends to vigorously defend all claims,” Armor Correctional said in a statement. “The 
charges are based upon the alleged failures of three individuals. This is not a reflection of Armor’s 
culture…The three individuals no longer work for the company.” 
 
The Wisconsin charges are the latest blow to strike Armor. In October 2016 New York booted Armor out 
of that state for allegedly “placing inmates’ health in jeopardy.” New York acted after a dozen inmates 
died under Armor’s care, including five determined to have gotten inadequate medical care. 
 
Armor and Ken Jenne 
Armor has provided healthcare to Broward’s jail inmates since 2004. Sheriff Ken Jenne, who went to 
prison in 2007 on corruption charges, awarded the company its first contract. The deal was controversial 
because the sheriff’s office changed bid requirements in ways that helped Armor win and because 
Armor’s owner and president, Dr. Jose Armas, had been a major contributor to Jenne’s re-election 
campaign. 
 
Sheriff Scott Israel renewed Armor’s contract to provide medical, dental and other care at the county’s 
jail despite complaints from the Public Defender’s Office that Armor’s care was substandard. Israel 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2018/03/browards-jail-healthcare-provider-charged/
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chose Armor even though its $143.6 million bid was $13.6 million higher than that of low bidder, Corizon 
Correctional Healthcare 
 
Thomas was arrested by Milwaukee police on April 15, 2016 and charged with shooting a man and firing 
a gun inside a casino. The estate’s lawsuit says the 6-foot-5, 299-pound Thomas was bipolar, had been 
prescribed psychotropic medication, and at the time was “experiencing a mental health crisis.” 
 
The jail, however, never provided Thomas with any mental health care, the lawsuit says. 
 
As a result, Thomas engaged in “odd and disturbing behavior” that included being loud and disruptive 
and causing flooding in his cell by stuffing chunks of a  mattress down the toilet. 
 
“Defendants punished him by locking him in a small isolation cell and deliberately cutting off his only 
source of drinking water,” the lawsuit says. “They also deprived him of edible food, a functioning toilet, 
access to a shower a sanitary living environment, any relief from 24-hour lockdown and urgently needed 
medical and mental health care.” Likewise, the suit says, bedding was removed from Thomas’ isolation 
cell, forcing him to sleep on bare concrete. 
 
Comparing video and patient records 
After seven days without water, Thomas’ naked body was found on the floor of his cell.  State 
investigators later compared video surveillance footage of Thomas’ cell area with entries in his patient 
health care records to determine that Armor’s medical staff “made multiple false entries.” 
 
“That comparison showed Armor Correctional employees either walking by Mr. Thomas’ cell without 
stopping or never appearing at his cell at all, when at the same time, the employees recorded they 
medically assessed Mr. Thomas. On one occasion, an Armor Correctional employee fabricated blood 
pressure and pulse readings that the employee never performed on Mr. Thomas,” the criminal 
complaint says. 
 
After seeing what had happened, the investigation widened. It was similarly determined that Armor 
employees had “similarly falsified patient health care record entries for other inmates in Mr. Thomas’ 
jail subpod during April 21-23, 2016,” the complaint says. That “snapshot examination showed repeated 
false patient health care record entries by multiple Armor Correctional employees.’’ 
 
“I found no evidence that this pattern of patient health care record falsification was an aberration or 
isolated instance,” wrote state investigator Robert G. Stelter. 
 
Registered Nurse Karen Gray and Certified Medical Assistants Jennifer Henderson and De’Angelo McCoy 
are the Armor employees named in the state’s complaint as having falsified patient records. They were 
not charged with any crime, however. 
 
On Feb. 12, three Milwaukee County jail officials, including a commander, were charged with various 
felonies in connection with Thomas’ death. 
 
The state’s investigation concluded Thomas might be alive today if Armor’s employees had done their 
job. 
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“Had Armor Correctional medical staff actually performed the assessments that they falsely recorded in 
Mr. Thomas’ patient health care records, medical staff may have identified Mr. Thomas’ fatal medical 
distress,” the complaint says. 


