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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Scott signs bill to add benefits to first responders 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-scott-workers-20180328-story.html 
 
STORY: Florida will expand workers compensation benefits so first responders can get coverage for post-
traumatic stress disorder. 
 
Gov. Rick Scott on Tuesday signed a bill that would allow firefighters, paramedics, and law-enforcement 
officers to get PTSD treatment even if they do not sustain a physical injury. 
 
The legislation was a top priority for Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis. 
 
Patronis, who also serves as the state's fire marshal, toured the state and met with firefighters and 
talked to them about their experiences. He said the number of suicide attempts is higher among 
firefighters than the general population. 
 
Rep. Matt Willhite sponsored the bill. His fulltime job is serving as a captain at Palm Beach County Fire 
Rescue. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-scott-workers-20180328-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Schools may not be able to add enough school resource officers, report says 
BYLINE: Lloyd Dunkleberger 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-reg-school-resource-money-reaction-20180327-
story.html 
 
STORY: A new report from Florida’s school superintendents warns that despite a nearly $100 million 
increase in funding, there may not be enough money to post an armed school resource officer at each 
school in the state. 
 
In reacting to the shooting deaths of 17 students and staff members at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School on Feb. 14, the Legislature passed a new budget and related bills that boosted funding for 
resource officers by $97.5 million to $162 million in the upcoming academic year. 
 
But a report from the Florida Association of District School Superintendents said school districts might 
not be able to meet the goal of posting at least one safety officer at each of Florida’s more than 3,500 
elementary, middle and high schools. The report was part of a State Board of Education agenda for a 
meeting Tuesday in LaBelle but was not discussed. 
 
“We appreciate the legislative appropriations, but many districts will have difficulty meeting the 
requirement to establish or assign one (or) more safe-school officers at each school facility,” the report 
said. 
 
The superintendents also said a lack of funding for law-enforcement officers may put pressure on 
districts to use the “Coach Aaron Feis Guardian Program,” which would allow school employees, 
including some teachers, to bring guns to school if they are specially trained and deputized by sheriffs. 
 
But noting the opposition to the guardian program in many districts and communities, the 
superintendents said much of the $67 million for that initiative may go unspent. They asked the Board of 
Education for support in shifting some of those funds to the school resource officer program. 
 
“Superintendents request that you support and recommend that these unspent dollars be used in 
districts for additional school resource officers or other school safety measures,” the report said. 
 
In a recent interview with The News Service of Florida, Senate President Joe Negron, R-Stuart, said 
lawmakers may considering using the Joint Legislative Budget Commission to shift some of the guardian 
funds into other safety measures if the money goes unspent, although it was too early to make that 
determination. 
 
The superintendents also raised concerns about a provision in the new school-safety law that will 
require “active shooter” and “hostage situations” drills in the schools. 
 
“Superintendents support these drills, but they must be accomplished with minimal disruption to 
teaching and learning and in a manner that does not unnecessarily frighten students, particularly 
elementary students,” the report said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-reg-school-resource-money-reaction-20180327-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-reg-school-resource-money-reaction-20180327-story.html
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The superintendents said they would work with the Department of Education on other school-safety 
initiatives, including establishing a state Safe Schools Office, developing a school security-risk 
assessment tool and implementing the guardian program. 
 
The report also offered some recommendations on implementing a new $69 million mental-health 
services program, which has been a top priority for the school superintendents for some time. 
 
But the report warned that some school districts could face budget cuts in the coming year because the 
bulk of increased spending in the new education budget is targeted toward the school safety and mental 
health issues in the wake of the Broward County shooting. 
 
The superintendents noted that the “base student allocation,” the primary source for general 
operational activities, only increased by 47 cents per student statewide, a fraction of the overall funding 
increase of $101.50 per student. 
 
“With only a 47-cent increase in the BSA, superintendents will be forced to cut their budgets --- cuts that 
will impact students, schools and communities that are served,” the report said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Suspected sleeping cop used to prowl for snoozing trespassers 
BYLINE: Anne Geggis 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-sleeping-deputy-20180327-story.html 
 
STORY: Sheriff’s Deputy Moises Carotti was known to keep an eye out for people sleeping where they 
weren’t supposed to — and then someone reported him dozing in his own patrol car. 
 
Carotti, an 18-year veteran of the force, was suspended with pay last week after a student said he was 
sleeping while guarding Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, weeks after a gunman killed 17 people 
there. 
 
The allegation was a switch for a deputy who was commended in 2016, according to his personnel file. 
 
Sgt. Nicholas DeGiovani lauded Carotti in his annual evaluation, noting that Carotti took the initiative to 
patrol the beach in Deerfield, “checking lifeguard towers to make sure nobody was sleeping or 
trespassing inside of them.” 
 
Mementos left at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
Items left at memorial outside of school where 17 killed on Valentine's Day (Joe Cavaretta) 
Carotti, 39, served in the Air Force before joining the Sheriff’s Office in 1999. He began with the agency 
as a corrections officer, then was assigned to be a road deputy in Oakland Park in 2012 and then to 
Deerfield Beach in 2015, his personnel records show. 
 
He was recognized as the Deputy of the Month in July last year for two efforts: He apprehended an 
aggravated assault suspect and also retrieved a purse snatched from the Starbucks on Federal Highway 
in Deerfield Beach. 
 
He also was nominated for Deputy of the Month other times. He was commended for his role in 
stopping a man accused of groping underage girls as they carried a paddleboard into the ocean. He also 
helped rescue people who had jumped off the Deerfield Beach International Fishing Pier in an attempt 
to elude deputies but then found themselves caught in a dangerous tide. 
 
Two students arrested at Stoneman Douglas on weapons charges; deputy suspended for sleeping 
In the same 2016 memo where he was praised for working to stop beach trespassers, he also was urged 
to improve his work performance. 
 
He had missed mandatory court appearances “a few times,” and he also was once late to report that he 
had a scheduling conflict for a court hearing, the documents state. 
 
Earlier in his career, a 2003 notice said he had an unacceptable number of tardy appearances and 
absences. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office has begun an internal affairs investigation into last week’s alleged incident involving 
Carotti. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-sleeping-deputy-20180327-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-sleeping-deputy-20180327-story.html
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A student who notified a sergeant patrolling the school that Carotti was asleep in his patrol car, the 
Sheriff’s Office said. The sergeant knocked on Carotti’s window to wake him up, the agency said. 
 
Carotti was working as a road patrol deputy in the Deerfield Beach district before his assignment at 
Stoneman Douglas. The Sheriff’s Office hasn’t released additional details about Carotti’s assignment at 
the school. 
 
Carotti couldn’t be reached for comment. 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel told the South Florida Sun Sentinel last week that he was 
disheartened to learn of the allegations that led to Carotti’s suspension. 
 
“That a deputy was sleeping is incredibly disappointing,” Israel said. “As you know, I can’t comment on 
an ongoing internal affairs investigation, but once the findings are in I will make the appropriate 
decisions regarding the way we are going to handle it and the level of discipline.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herlad 
HEADLINE: Judge orders Gov. Scott, Cabinet to create system to restore felons’ voting rights 
BYLINE: Steve Bousquet 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article207063494.html 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE - A judge on Tuesday ordered Gov. Rick Scott and the Cabinet to dismantle 
Florida’s “fatally flawed” system of arbitrarily restoring voting rights to felons and to replace it by April 
26. 
 
U.S. District Judge Mark Walker in Tallahassee issued a permanent injunction in support of the Fair 
Elections Legal Network, which sued the state a year ago. The group successfully challenged the 
constitutionality of the state’s 150-year-old voting rights restoration process for felons in the nation’s 
third-largest state. 
 
“This is a victory for the principle that the right to vote cannot be subjected to officials’ gut instincts and 
whims,” said Jon Sherman, senior counsel for the nonprofit voting rights group. “We are also heartened 
that the court prevented Florida from following through on its threat to be the only state in the nation 
with an irrevocable lifetime ban on voting for all former felons — what the court called ‘the ultimate 
arbitrary act.’ ” 
 
A spokesman for Scott issued a statement that defended the current system. 
 
“Officials elected by Floridians, not judges, have the authority to determine Florida’s clemency process 
for convicted felons,” spokesman John Tupps said. “This is outlined in Florida’s Constitution and has 
been in place for more than a century and under multiple gubernatorial administrations.” 
 
Tupps said Scott — who’s expected to declare his candidacy for U.S. Senate on April 9 — “believes that 
people who have been convicted of felony offenses, including crimes like murder, violence against 
children and domestic violence, should demonstrate that they can live a life free of crime while being 
accountable to our communities.” 
 
Scott’s defense of the now-discredited system will be a campaign issue. 
 
Florida is one of four states that permanently strips the right to vote from convicted felons. They cannot 
register to vote until their voting rights are restored. 
 
In his ruling, Walker suggested that felons should not have to wait more than one four-year election 
cycle for a decision on their voting rights petitions. 
 
Walker wrote: “There are problems of potential abuse — especially when members of the board, who 
are elected on a statewide basis and who may be running for re-election or another office, have a 
personal stake in shaping the electorate to their perceived benefit.” 
 
Florida’s restoration system disproportionately affects African-Americans, who overwhelmingly favor 
candidates of the Democratic Party. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article207063494.html
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Walker’s decision is yet another legal blow to an antiquated system that permanently strips a convicted 
felon of the right to cast a vote in an election unless that right is restored by a vote of the governor and 
Cabinet, a system that Walker ruled was unconstitutionally arbitrary in a Feb. 1 decision. 
 
The judge’s action provides new momentum for a grass-roots initiative, spearheaded largely by the 
American Civil Liberties Union, to restore the right to vote to felons much faster. 
 
Nearly 1 million Florida voters signed petitions in support of a November ballot initiative that will 
automatically restore the right to vote to most felons after they complete all terms of their sentences. 
 
The proposal will appear on the ballot as Amendment 4. Polls show it has widespread popular support. 
 
Walker did not order the restoration of voting rights for any felons in his order, but he directed Scott 
and his three fellow Republicans to establish “specific and neutral criteria to direct vote-restoration 
decisions,” and “meaningful, specific and expeditious time constraints” for the voting rights restoration 
process. 
 
In a decision laced with criticism of Scott and his colleagues for defending the current system, Walker 
wrote: “Defendants essentially repackage the current scheme into proposed remedies permitting the 
governor and the board to do, as the governor described, ‘whatever we want’ in denying voting rights to 
hundreds of thousands of their constituents.” 
 
With more than a hint of sarcasm, Walker chided Scott and his fellow defendants who “oppose any 
relief and claim the current scheme is all sunshine and rainbows.” 
 
An estimated 1.5 million Floridians have been permanently disenfranchised because of felony 
convictions. 
 
The Florida Commission on Offender Review, which does full investigations of every felon who petitions 
for the restoration of civil rights, reports it has a backlog of more than 10,000 cases. 
 
A request to give the commission $500,000 more to reduce the case backlog was rejected by the 
Legislature in the closing days of the session earlier this month. 
 
The voting rights restoration system that has now been fully struck down was implemented by Scott and 
Cabinet members, shortly after they took office seven years ago. 
 
Scott and the Cabinet voted in 2011 to require any convicted felon to wait at least five years after 
completion of their sentences before petitioning the state for the restoration of their civil rights, 
including the right to vote. Felons convicted of murder or sex offenses must wait seven years. That vote 
dismantled a system of streamlined voting rights restoration championed by Scott’s predecessor, Charlie 
Crist. 
 
Reacting to the judge’s decision, Crist tweeted: “The historic underpinning of denying civil rights to 
nonviolent ex-felons is undeniable. Justice delayed is justice denied.” 
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The other three officials who must quickly respond to Tuesday’s ruling are Attorney General Pam Bondi, 
who is term-limited; Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis, a Scott appointee and candidate for a four-
year term; and Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, a candidate for governor. 
 
Like Scott, all three are Republicans. The four officials meet quarterly as a clemency board to rule on 
petitions from convicted felons who are seeking to regain the right to vote and other civil rights. 
 
The next Cabinet meeting is scheduled for May 15 — after the judge’s deadline to establish a new voting 
rights restoration system. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Palm Beach Post 
HEADLINE: Stand Your Ground hearing delayed for officer who shot Corey Jones 
BYLINE: Daphne Duret 
 
LINK: https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/stand-your-ground-hearing-delayed-for-
officer-who-shot-corey-jones/iSFNDfzAcBMAs4c9IBeBlK/ 
 
STORY: WEST PALM BEACH — A judge on Tuesday reluctantly postponed until May a crucial hearing for 
Nouman Raja, the former Palm Beach Gardens police officer charged with manslaughter and attempted 
murder in the October 2015 shooting death of stranded motorist Corey Jones. 
 
The delay, which ended a contentious hearing where attorneys on both sides of the case accused the 
other of wrongdoing, came 18 hours before the start of what was supposed to be a two-day hearing for 
Raja in his quest to get Palm Beach County Circuit Judge Samantha Schosberg Feuer to grant him 
immunity from prosecution under Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” law. 
 
Feuer rescheduled the hearing for May 7, but warned attorneys she would not delay the case again. It is 
unclear if and how the six-week delay will affect the expected start of Raja’s trial in July, which will only 
happen if Feuer denies Raja’s claim that he was justified when he fatally shot Jones as the 31-year-old 
was on the phone trying to get a tow truck off Interstate 95’s PGA Boulevard southbound exit. 
 
In an emergency motion filed late Monday, Raja’s lead defense attorney, Richard Lubin, accused 
prosecutors of failing to notify Raja’s legal team about a potential change in a lead investigator’s 
expected testimony until earlier that day. Defense attorneys could have questioned Mark Anderson, the 
deputy chief investigator for the state attorney’s office, about the change Tuesday or even Wednesday 
morning, but Lubin said that wasn’t enough time to prepare defense experts to respond to the potential 
new questions the change in testimony would raise. 
 
Chief Assistant State Attorney Adrienne Ellis, who is prosecuting Raja’s case with fellow prosecutor Brian 
Fernandes, said the investigator would merely clarify a few of his answers, most of which center around 
the question of which of the six shots Raja fired is the one prosecutors believe killed Jones. 
 
Fernandes last week said prosecutors didn’t know which of the shots killed Jones, arguing that 
prosecutors had no obligation to prove which shot was the fatal shot in order for a jury to convict Raja. 
Ellis on Tuesday, however, said medical examiner reports and other evidence released early on in the 
case appear to indicate the fatal shot was likely one of the last three shots Raja fired. 
 
“Quite frankly I think this is nothing more than a delay tactic,” Ellis said of the defense request, 
dismissing it as disingenuous. “There’s nothing new here.” 
 
Lubin, who represents Raja with Scott Richardson and Ralph E. King III, had specifically asked 
prosecutors at a hearing earlier this month to at least narrow down whether they believed it was the 
first or second set of three shots Raja fired that killed Jones. 
 
On Tuesday, Lubin said the distinction was important, because defense experts had relied on the 
testimony of the prosecution witnesses in formulating their opinions so defense attorneys would have 
to re-interview them. The Palm Beach County Police Benevolent Association is paying for Raja’s legal 
fees. 

https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/stand-your-ground-hearing-delayed-for-officer-who-shot-corey-jones/iSFNDfzAcBMAs4c9IBeBlK/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/stand-your-ground-hearing-delayed-for-officer-who-shot-corey-jones/iSFNDfzAcBMAs4c9IBeBlK/
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“For counsel to tell us that we’re being disingenuous when Mr. Fernandes stood right there in front of 
you and told us they didn’t know which shot it was…The only one a delay hurts is the defense, because it 
doesn’t look like the state is prepared here based on the state of their evidence,” Lubin told Feuer. 
 
Feuer last week had agreed with prosecutors that they didn’t have to prove which exact shot killed 
Jones. And on Tuesday Feuer said she didn’t believe that Ellis had any negative intentions in offering for 
defense attorneys to re-interview the investigator so close to the now-postponed hearing. Ellis said that 
at the time Richardson initially inquired about the investigator’s testimony, she was in the middle of the 
death penalty trial for Elton Taylor. That trial ended with a life sentence for Taylor two weeks ago. 
 
Had this week’s hearing happened as planned, prosecutors would have argued that Raja was not 
entitled to immunity under “Stand Your Ground” for several reasons. Among them, they argue, is that 
Raja violated the rules of his plainclothes burglary detail when he drove up on Jones in an unmarked 
van, got out in plainclothes without a vest or radio, and failed to identify himself as a police officer at 
any time during the brief encounter captured on the recorded roadside assistance line. 
 
Prosecutors also claim there were numerous contraditions between what Raja told his supervisors about 
the shooting and what he told officers in a recorded walk-through of the scene soon after the shooting, 
including the fact that he said he saw Jones throw his handgun behind his car before he fired the last 
three shots but also said he fired the last three shots at Jones because he thought he had spun around 
with what appeared to be a gun in his hands. 
 
Raja’s attorneys have countered some of the claims already in prior hearings. For example, Lubin 
claimed in court records filed earlier this year that Raja did identify himself as a police officer and the 
recording simply didn’t capture the introduction. 
 
Raja’s hearing comes as the Florida Supreme Court is now deciding whether police officers are protected 
under “Stand Your Ground” in on-duty shootings. Raja’s attorneys cited the case of former Broward 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Peter Peraza’s in their Stand Your Ground filing with Feuer earlier this year. 
 
An appellate court upheld a judge’s decision to declare Peraza immune from prosecution in the fatal 
shooting of a pedestrian carrying an air rifle, but because the ruling conflicted with another appellate 
court’s decision in another case, Florida’s Supreme Court decided last month to review the issue. 
 
State prosecutors in a brief filed with the high court Monday argued, among other things, that law 
enforcement officers should not be allowed to pursue legal immunity under the “Stand Your Ground” 
law because there is another statute under the law that applies to officers making arrests. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: While dodging questions about school shooting, Sheriff Scott Israel visits political group 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/while-dodging-questions-about-school-
shooting-sheriff-scott-israel-visits-political-group 
 
STORY: WESTON, Fla. - When Local 10 News caught up with Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel, who 
has avoided the media in the aftermath of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School mass shooting, 
he refused to answer questions about his agency's response before visiting an apparently sympathetic 
group, the Weston Democratic Club.  
 
Israel visited the club at a Wings Plus restaurant, where he was said to have blamed partisan Republican 
politics for the criticism against his agency after it was learned that deputies failed to enter the school 
while students and staff were being gunned down at the school. 
 
In a CNN interview last month, Israel refused to take responsibility for his deputy's actions at the scene 
as well as the agency's failure to follow up on complaints prior to the massacre that Nikolas Cruz was a 
potential school shooter.  
 
When reporter Bob Norman caught up with him outside the restaurant, Israel refused to answer 
questions, instead opting to criticize Norman's reporting.    
 
"If you're disappointed in me, I think there's a lot of people disappointed in you," Norman countered.  
 
"You know, I disagree with you," Israel said.  
 
"You haven't heard?" Norman asked. "About the country being disappointed in you and the [Broward 
Sheriff's Office]?"  
 
"No, not at all," Israel said. "My job is to protect and serve the Broward County residents."  
 
"Did you do that?" Norman asked. "Did you do that?" 
 
"But when the report is in, we'll have that conversation," Israel said. 
 
"When the report is in, we'll have that conversation," Israel repeated.  
 
Israel was referring to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement investigation ordered by Gov. Rick 
Scott after failures by the BSO in its response to the shooting came to light more than a week after the 
shooting. That report is expected by the end of the month. 
 
Norman first caught up with Israel earlier Monday outside the BSO substation, where he addressed 
deputies there, according to sources, who said he has been visiting district offices to tell deputies that 
he intends to remain in office, even if Scott removes him from his post. 
 

https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/while-dodging-questions-about-school-shooting-sheriff-scott-israel-visits-political-group
https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/while-dodging-questions-about-school-shooting-sheriff-scott-israel-visits-political-group
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Scott called for the FDLE investigation into the BSO's response after more than 70 legislators called for 
his suspension. The BSO union, IUPA, which represents the rank and file, has also been heavily critical of 
the sheriff and is considering a vote of no-confidence, union president Jeff Bell said.  
 
In the CNN interview and in a letter to the governor, Israel insisted that only one deputy, Scot Peterson, 
was at the school while bullets flew, but radio transmissions later released by his own agency show that 
at least three other deputies were at the school during the shooting, with two of them -- Michael Kratz 
and Brian Goolsby -- reporting hearing the shots fired on the radio. 
 
Norman asked Israel why the deputies didn't go in and also asked if he lied in his letter to the governor 
about the number of deputies present at the school. Instead of answering, Israel criticized Norman, 
saying he was disappointed in Norman's "constant reporting" and "misrepresentations." When asked 
what misrepresentations he was referring to, Israel didn't name any.  
 
Scott's office told Local 10 only that it is "obviously … concerned" about reports related to the BSO, 
which is why he asked the FDLE to investigate and also bolstered school security with troopers after 
Nikolas Cruz's brother was able to trespass at the school and a deputy fell asleep while on duty near the 
building where the shooting took place. 


