
 

 
 

  

BROWARD COUNTY PBA 
DAILY CLIPS  

      

March 21, 2018 
 

 



1 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Fathers of three victims appointed to Stoneman Douglas state commission 
BYLINE: Anthony Man 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-commission-appointed-20180320-story.html 
 
STORY: Parents of three students killed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School were named Tuesday 
to the state commission charged with investigating the massacre. 
 
Ryan Petty, the father of Alaina Petty, and Andrew Pollack, father of Meadow Pollack, were appointed 
by Gov. Rick Scott. Max Schachter, father of Alex Schachter, was appointed by Richard Corcoran, speaker 
of the Florida House of Representatives. 
 
No mothers of the 17 people killed were appointed to the 16-member commission by the governor, 
speaker or Senate President Joe Negron. 
 
Negron appointed the only other Broward resident to the commission: state Sen. Lauren Book. Part of 
the Democratic state senator’s district includes Coral Springs, which is adjacent to Parkland, where the 
Feb. 14 shooting took place. 
 
Neither of Parkland’s legislators, state Rep. Jared Moskowitz, a Stoneman Douglas graduate, or state 
Sen. Kevin Rader, both of whom have been active in the response ot the shooting, were named to the 
commission. 
 
The commission has broad powers, including the authority to review normally confidential records and 
to subpoena witnesses. The state law establishing the panel requires the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement to provide staff assistance. 
 
Scott named Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri — who was one of Corcoran’s commission picks — as 
chairman. He’s worked for the sheriff’s office for 35 years, the governor’s office said. 
 
Each of the three Republican leaders — Scott, Corcoran and Negron — made five appointments. In 
addition, the law creating the commission made Rick Swearingen, commissioner of the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement, the 16th member. 
 
The law also makes the state education commissioner and the secretaries of the departments of 
Children and Families, Juvenile Justice and Health Care Administration ex officio, non-voting members of 
the commission. 
 
The role of the Department of Children and Families could be part of the investigation. The agency 
investigated shooter Nikolas Cruz in 2016 and investigators concluded there were “some implications” 
for Cruz’s safety but determined he was receiving adequate support from his school and outpatient care 
from Henderson Mental Health in Broward County. 
 
School shooter Nikolas Cruz: A lost and lonely killer 
The law creating the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Commission gives it a broad 
mandate to: 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-commission-appointed-20180320-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-commission-appointed-20180320-story.html
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-- Investigate system failures in the shooting and prior mass violence incidents and develop 
recommendations for improvements. 
 
-- Develop a timeline of the incident, incident response, and all relevant events preceding the incident 
“with particular attention to all perpetrator contacts with local, state and national government agencies 
and entities.” 
 
-- Investigate any failures in incident responses by local law enforcement agencies and school resource 
officers. 
 
-- Identify and evaluate policies and procedures for active assailant incidents on school premises. 
 
-- Evaluate the extent to which any failures in policy, procedure, or execution contributed to an inability 
to prevent deaths and injuries. 
 
An initial report is due Jan. 1 — after the November election. The commission is allowed to issue annual 
reports until it goes out of existence on July 1, 2023. 
 
“We can never replace the 17 lives lost, and we can never erase the traumatic experience that lives on in 
the memories of those who survived this horrific attack. However, this commission will help ensure we 
do everything we can to reduce the possibility of a tragedy like this ever happening again,” Negron said 
in a written statement. 
 
Scott’s other appointees: Larry Ashley, the Okaloosa County sheriff; Desmond Blackburn, Brevard 
County school superintendent; Kevin Lystad, Miami Shores police chief. Lystad will serve as commission 
vice chairman. 
 
Negron’s other appointments: Douglas Dodd, member of the Citrus County School Board; James 
Harpring, the undersheriff for Indian River County and general counsel to the Sheriff’s Office; Melissa 
Larkin-Skinner, chief executive officer of Centerstone Florida, who has worked decades in mental health 
programs; Marsha Powers, member of the Martin County School Board. 
 
Corcoran’s other appointments: Grady Judd, Polk County sheriff; Bruce Bartlett, chief assistant Pinellas 
County State Attorney; Chris Nelson, Auburndale police chief. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Sheriff's Office won't be part of county task force looking into Stoneman Douglas 
shooting 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-county-task-force-20180320-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Sheriff Scott Israel says his department won’t be a part of a multi-agency task force the 
county is creating to review the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting incident and make 
recommendations for the future. 
 
Broward Administrator Bertha Henry said the Sheriff’s Office, which has had many questions raised 
about its actions, is the only agency she has approached so far that has responded negatively. 
 
“It is essential that we come together to collectively understand all of our efforts during this event, 
connect missing dots, and identify steps to close gaps in our response in the event of a future incident,” 
Henry wrote in her invitation to various agencies after the commission voted to create a review panel. 
 
Israel told Henry that now is not the time for the Sheriff’s Office to be involved, since the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement is doing its own investigation of its actions on Gov. Rick Scott’s orders. 
 
“Until FDLE determines the actual facts of what occurred February 14, our agency is respectfully 
refraining from participating in any other public reviews of the incident,” Israel wrote to Henry. 
 
Israel expects the FDLE investigation to take about two months. He said after that his department will 
have “an independent national organization — the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) — conduct a 
‘lessons learned’ report for our agency.” Israel said his agency wouldn’t be sitting down with a 
consultant the county plans to hire to do its own independent investigation until the FDLE and PERF 
reports are completed. 
 
Commissioners say the county’s study has the potential to be the most objective, since the county — 
separate from the Sheriff’s Office — had little to do with the shooting response. 
 
The county still hasn’t selected the consultant for its investigation and commissioners Tuesday were at 
odds over just what the consultant would do and how much it would rely on investigative reports done 
by other agencies. 
 
“We need a high-level person to look at all of this to bring some credibility back,” Commissioner Michael 
Udine said. “Everyone is saying it’s somebody else’s fault. We need to make sure this doesn’t happen 
again.” 
 
Henry said the chosen consultant will have a large say in what it looks into, since the county is relying on 
its expertise. 
 
"I think the best way to do this is to get you the approach from the providers," Henry told 
commissioners. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-county-task-force-20180320-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-county-task-force-20180320-story.html
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Some firms administrators have spoken with include the TriData division of System Planning Corp., 
which did a report commissioned by the city of Aurora following the 1999 Columbine shootings in 
Colorado, and former FBI Director Louis Freeh, who has a consulting company and contacted the county 
after Udine mentioned him at a commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Chip LaMarca suggested the Police Foundation out of Washington, D.C., would be worth 
considering. It is a nonprofit research group that did reports for the Pulse shooting in Orlando and the 
2015 shooting attack in San Bernardino, Calif. Commissioner Tim Ryan mentioned the Counter Terrorism 
Center out of West Point. 
 
Udine asked Henry to make a decision within the next few days so the work can begin. 
 
In other action Tuesday, commissioners: 
 
-- Took another step toward a November referendum on a penny sales tax increase, directing attorneys 
to come back with proposed ballot language for a 30-year increase in the tax. 
 
-- Passed a resolution urging the U.S. Senate to approve the Stop School Violence Act. Commissioners 
received a letter from many of the families of Stoneman Douglas High students killed in the shooting, 
saying the legislation includes security measures, allows for the creation of anonymous reporting 
systems and will make schools safer by funding threat assessment teams. 
 
-- Approved a plat that allows plans to move forward for the construction of a Walmart on the former K-
Mart site on Oakland Park Boulevard in Oakland Park. 
 
-- Approved an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for an $8.2 million Miramar 
Park and Ride facility for the county’s express bus service between Miramar and Miami. The site is 
northeast of the Miramar Town Center and will include about 550 parking spaces and shelters and 
charging stations. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Two students arrested at Stoneman Douglas on weapons charges; deputy suspended for 
sleeping 
BYLINE: Scott Travis and Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-students-arrested-20180320-story.html 
 
STORY: Two students were arrested Tuesday for bringing knives to the Parkland school where 17 were 
killed by a gunman on Feb. 14 and a third is being mentally evaluated for making online threats. 
 
Compounding the anxiety and tension emanating from the campus, a Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School deputy was suspended for sleeping on the job after being caught by a student on Monday 
evening, according to the Broward Sheriff's Office. 
 
The student notified a sergeant patrolling the school that Deputy Moises Carotti was asleep in his patrol 
car, said Veda Coleman-Wright, a spokeswoman for the sheriff’s office. 
 
The sergeant knocked on Carotti’s window to wake him up, she said. Carotti was suspended with pay 
while an internal affairs investigation is launched. 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel said he was disheartened to learn of the allegations against Carotti. 
 
“That a deputy was sleeping is incredibly disappointing,” he said. “As you know, I can’t comment on an 
ongoing internal affairs investigation, but once the findings are in I will make the appropriate decisions 
regarding the way we are going to handle it and the level of discipline.” 
 
The matter was handled swiftly and appropriately, he said. “I’m extremely proud of the way the 
sergeant handled it. He identified an issue and immediately sent the deputy home.” 
 
Tuesday’s school day began with the arrest of Jordan Salter, 18, after a conflict in the cafeteria. She 
poured cereal on another student’s head after he asked Salter’s friend a sexually offensive question. 
When the boy leaned in close to Salter’s face, she pulled a 2-inch black knife from her bra, opened it and 
displayed it, according to a report from the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
 
The next arrest came in the afternoon when school authorities learned that Gavin Stricker, 16, had 
brandished a knife on a bus Monday. He was called into the school’s office and a 9-inch knife was found 
in his backpack, according to a juvenile arrest report. 
 
The third troubling event developed after screenshots of a sophomore’s Snapchat social media account 
circulated around campus. It showed the boy posing with a gun in his waistband along with images of 
bullets. The photos were captioned with “catch me out here n----” and one referenced a student named 
Josh, the sheriff’s office said. 
 
The student, who was hospitalized for a mental-health evaluation, told a detective that the firearm in 
the photo was a BB gun and the bullets belonged to his father, according to a sheriff’s office report. 
 
Woman who took in Nikolas Cruz and his brother breaks her silence: 'I did everything I could' 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-students-arrested-20180320-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-students-arrested-20180320-story.html
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He faces a misdemeanor charge for disrupting school with the social media threat. His hospitalization, 
under the state’s Baker Act, was prompted by self-inflicted wounds on his left arm, the report said. 
 
The same student used the name “NickCruz” — an ominous nod toward the former student who has 
admitted to last month’s shooting spree — as his moniker for the online game Fortnite, according to the 
report. After he successfully clears a mental-health evaluation, the student will be taken to juvenile hall, 
the sheriff’s office said. 
 
The unsettling incidents come a day after Zachary Cruz, the 18-year-old brother of Stoneman Douglas 
killer Nikolas Cruz, was arrested for trespassing on school grounds. 
 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, has confessed to taking an AR-15 to the Parkland school on Valentine’s Day and 
gunning down students and faculty. Seventeen died and another 17 were wounded. 
 
Nikolas Cruz faces the death penalty and is locked up in the Broward Main Jail. 
 
Zachary Cruz, branded a threat by prosecutors, is jailed on a $500,000 bond. Since his arrest Monday, he 
has been taken to a hospital for involuntary psychiatric treatment, the sheriff’s office said. 
 
Meanwhile, Amanda Stricker, mother of the boy who had a knife in his backpack, fought back tears as 
she explained that his sister was in one of the classrooms that got shot up during Cruz’s deadly rampage. 
 
She said school authorities told her that her son admitted to carrying the knife “for protection.” 
 
“I think he was as scared as the rest of us were,” Amanda Stricker said. “We thought he was doing OK, 
and I think he wasn’t doing as well as we thought he was.” 
 
Broward schools Superintendent Robert Runcie said Stoneman Douglas has been rocked to its core and 
every new development takes on “a whole different level of awareness.” 
 
“When a school gets impacted by an event like this, it changes the school,” he said. “We’ll see what the 
impacts are over time. People are still affected. Kids are grieving and concerned. They have fears. We 
need to continue to be sensitive to that at the same time we try to function in as normal a sense as we 
can, recognizing this is not a normal state we’re in and extra vigilance is required. We’ll continue to do 
what we can to support the community.” 
 
In light of Zachary Cruz’s unlawful entry onto school grounds, district staff are reviewing security 
protocols, Runcie said. 
 
Security is beefed up during the school day, he said, but not after school is dismissed. The district may 
expand heightened security until 6 p.m., he said, so that students participating in after-school activities 
are protected. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Sunrise Mayor’s Angry Very Public Fight With Girlfriend 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/sunrise-mayor-accused-of-abandoning-woman/ 
 
STORY: You’ve no doubt heard of the saying, “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.” 
 
It apparently originated in the eighteenth century as a line in a play, which has been amended and used 
in numerous movies, books and plays since that date. 
 
Sunrise Mayor Mike Ryan is learning just how serious that phrase can be. 
 
Although the couple may have begun to make up several hours after the Facebook post and this article 
was posted, there is a lesson in this:  Don’t vent on Facebook if you don’t want others to see it. 
 
Browardbeat.com was sent copies of the Facebook post shortly after it was posted. Based on the 
number of comments before Browardbeat.com published it, dozens if not hundreds saw it. 
 
Ryan did not return a text to his cell phone for comment. 
 
On Facebook, Mechelle Goodwin Boyle said she has been dating the Sunrise mayor “since July.” She is a 
former U. S. Army  Sergeant who now works with a hair product company. 
 
At one point today on the Facebook chain, veteran Democratic activist Jack Shifrel stepped in to defend 
Ryan against vicious comments. 
 
“It is a foolish, terrible mistake to jump to conclusions based on one side of a story. To damage 
someone’s reputation because of a rant on Facebook that doesn’t even come close to explaining what 
happened, other than to call him a Liberal, is unconscionable, especially when the matter involved a 
personal relationship where emotions always run high. I know nothing about this relationship or what 
happened, and neither does anyone else who wasn’t there. To call someone “lowest form of human” 
“what a crime” or “F**k him”, without knowing all the facts is beyond stupid,” Shifrel wrote. 
 
Boyle offered more details: 
 
“Didn’t offer to pay for my room even after I was lost for hours ,,, it’s all on camera, Jack (Shifrel) ,, he 
raged over a political question and matched off and I was left…everyone who knows me knows I would 
stand up for my country as a veteran , my kids as mom , my partner as a woman , I may be hurt and 
broken today , I may say awful things out of heartbreak but God needs to be in my heart right now , 
don’t defend anyone until you know…” 
 
After this was posted and Ryan also read his text from Browardbeat.com, he contacted  Boyle. 
 
She then texted Brorwardbeat.com that, “We were completely fine until I hit a nerve asking a political 
question , I should know better and I’m sorry I asked him 💔💔💔💔 I didn’t expect to be abandoned like 
that and I learned a lesson…The shooting is affecting us and he probably didn’t mean to leave me in 
danger.” 

https://www.browardbeat.com/sunrise-mayor-accused-of-abandoning-woman/
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She was “cocktails” were involved, no surprise because the incident took place in New Orleans. 
 
Take some advise from someone married more than four decades:  Lighten up.  No “political question” 
is worth such a fight. 
 
Kiss and make up. You appear to be a cute couple. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: As Broward sheriff shops for inmate healthcare, jail deaths haunt controversial contractor 
BYLINE: Dan Christiansen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2018/03/as-broward-sheriff-shops-for-inmate-healthcare-jail-
deaths-haunt-controversial-contractor/ 
 
STORY: For 14 years, the Broward Sheriff’s Office has paid Miami’s Armor Correctional Health Services 
hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars to provide healthcare services for Broward‘s jail inmates. The 
money flowed despite accusations of substandard care, indifference, political intrigue, malpractice and 
at least 15 needless deaths since 2010. 
 
Today, BSO is again soliciting bids to provide jail healthcare services at the nation’s 13th largest jail 
system. And once again Armor Correctional is at the front of the line of companies looking to land the 
contract that’s worth about $135 million over the next five years. 
 
Sealed proposals are due by Monday, March 26 at 3 p.m. 
 
Armor Correctional, facing criminal charges of falsifying inmate healthcare records filed last month in 
Wisconsin, has evinced its determination to win. Chief Executive Bruce Teal, Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
John P. May and seven other Armor officials were among 10 prospective corporate bidders on hand for 
a pre-bid site visit to BSO on Feb. 26. 
 
The other companies include large for-profits with their own checkered histories of providing medical 
care for inmates: Corizon, Correct Care, Centurion, NaphCare and Wexford. 
 
Not up for consideration: ending the controversial cost-cutting practice of outsourcing constitutionally-
mandated healthcare services for Broward’s inmates. 
 
Still, no matter who wins BSO’s fat contract, questions about jail care are likely to continue. To address 
the problem, BSO must initiate “robust” oversight of the jail’s doctors and nurses, according to a Fort 
Lauderdale attorney who represents relatives of inmates who have died due to negligent medical care. 
 
‘No incentive to fix problems’ 
“BSO has turned a blind eye because there’s a perverse financial incentive for the sheriff,” said Greg 
Lauer. “No matter what happens in the jail BSO never has to pay a dime. Armor pays 100 percent, even 
though the sheriff is ultimately responsible. They’ve set up a system here where they have no incentive 
to fix problems.” 
 
Meanwhile, Armor Correctional’s politically savvy president and owner Dr. Jose Armas has laid the 
political groundwork for continued success. Armas’ companies and Teal contributed $7,000 total to 
Sheriff Scott Israel’s 2016 re-election campaign. And Armas retains the services of influential Fort 
Lauderdale lobbyist William “Billy” Rubin, who also happens to be the sheriff’s lobbyist (and Gov. Rick 
Scott’s friend). 
 
But will it be enough for Armor to extend its Broward win streak? 
 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2018/03/as-broward-sheriff-shops-for-inmate-healthcare-jail-deaths-haunt-controversial-contractor/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2018/03/as-broward-sheriff-shops-for-inmate-healthcare-jail-deaths-haunt-controversial-contractor/
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According to BSO’s request for letters of interest, approximately 37,000 inmates are booked into BSO’s 
four detention facilities every year. The average daily jail population in 2017 was about 4,000, down 
considerably from years past. BSO remains under a decades-old federal consent decree put in place to 
address overcrowding, mental health treatment and other matters. 
 
BSO’s bid document says it expects to award a single contract for comprehensive inmate healthcare 
services – including medical, dental mental health and pharmacy, as it has in the past with Armor. The 
base contract would be for three years, which BSO could extend for two more years. Still, BSO 
specifically reserves the right to award separate contracts if it is deemed to be in “BSO’s best interest.” 
That likely accounts for the interest of other prospective bidders like Diamond Pharmacy Services. 
 
Proposals will be evaluated and ranked by a BSO purchasing committee. Sheriff Israel will decide who 
gets the contract. In 2013, without explaining why, he chose Armor even though its bid was more than 
$13 million higher over five years than that of low bidder Corizon. 
 
Less inmates, more pay 
Last Nov. 30, contemplating that BSO would soon re-bid a multi-year contract, Israel quietly amended 
Armor Correctional’s contract to give it the jail’s healthcare business for another five months, through 
June 30, when the new multi-year contract is expected to be in place. He also awarded Armor tidy pay 
raises of up to five percent. Armor’s final annual rate works out to about $27.4 million. 
 
Armor’s pay went up even though Broward’s jail population has dropped dramatically. In June 2014, 
Broward told the state that its average daily jail population was 4,560. In November 2017, Broward’s 
average daily jail population had dipped to 3,921, state records show. 
 
To award Armor another multi-year contract Sheriff Israel will have to put aside some troubling 
company history. 
 
Florida Bulldog has identified 15 Broward inmates since 2010 who died while under Armor’s care due to 
allegedly poor care or indifference. That includes a trio of inmates who died in April and May 2016. 
 
The deaths of Scott Burrell, Stephen Obremski and April Ann Farrah led Armor to fire Dr. Stanley 
Frankowitz, an Armor physician since Sheriff Ken Jenne brought the company into the jail in 2004, 
launching Armor’s success. 
 
“In the position of infirmary physician, you are responsible for providing care to our most seriously ill 
patients,” says the May 26, 2016 termination notice that Frankowitz signed. “You failed to follow our 
policy and procedure regarding infirmary admission and appropriately leveling patients. In three recent 
cases, you failed to recognize critical signs/symptoms and order patients to the hospital for an 
appropriate level of care. For the aforementioned reasons your employment is being terminated.” 
 
Frankowitz is gone from Armor, but his license to practice medicine is still listed as “clear/active” by the 
Florida Department of Health. That means Frankowitz is free to practice until his license expires in 
March 2020. The state’s online practitioner profile for Frankowitz doesn’t mention the three deaths or 
his termination. 
 
Frankowitz, a Weston resident, did not respond to emailed requests for comment. 
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Armor booted by New York 
In October 2016, New York kicked Armor Correctional out of that state saying it had placed “inmates’ 
health in jeopardy.” The company paid $350,000 in penalties and agreed not to bid on or enter into any 
New York contracts for three years to settle charges brought by the state’s attorney general. The 
charges were filed after a dozen inmates died since Armor was hired to provide medical services at the 
Nassau County Correctional Center, including five determined to have received inadequate medical 
care. An Armor spokeswoman said the company made a “business decision” to pull out of New York 
three years before the settlement. 
 
Then there is the matter of the seven criminal counts of falsifying inmate healthcare records in 
Wisconsin. The charges, filed Feb. 21, allege that Armor, through its employees, doctored records 
concerning four inmates, including one who died while in custody in the Milwaukee County Jail. 
 
Terrill Thomas, 38, “was locked in his cell without water from April 17, 2016 until he died of dehydration 
on the night of April 23-24, 2016,” the criminal complaint says. 
 
Armor’s medical personnel were aware that guards were punishing the mentally ill Thomas for stopping 
up the toilet in his cell and causing flooding, but did nothing. Further, they fabricated records to make it 
appear as if they had been medically assessing him, according to the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
An Armor spokeswoman has said the company intends to defend all claims and noted that the criminal 
charges are “not a reflection of Armor’s culture.’’ 
 
If convicted, Armor could be fined up to $25,000 per count. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: She’ll go from the hospital to jail after deputies say she intentionally drove into a sheriff’s 
station 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article206137654.html 
 
STORY: A woman who detectives say purposely drove her car carrying accelerants into a Broward 
Sherrif's Office substation is now facing charges of arson and burglary. 
 
Lasandra Johnson, 34, who was still hospitalized Tuesday after being injured in the fiery crash, has a long 
rap sheet including drug and domestic violence arrests. 
 
Deputies say just before 11:30 a.m. Monday Johnson rammed her red Toyota Camry into the community 
service room of BSO’s South Broward office, 3201 W. Hallandale Beach Blvd. 
 
When the car hit the building, flames erupted, BSO said. 
 
A worker inside helped Johnson out of the car. Johnson was the taken to Memorial Regional Hospital in 
Hollywood for treatment. 
 
A BSO employee who was hurt while evacuating was taken to Memorial Regional Hospital South as a 
precaution, the department said. 
 
Detectives in BSO’s Violent Crimes Unit were still investigating Wednesday to determine why Johnson 
drove into the building. 
 
Anyone with information is asked to call contact Det. Mark Warsaw at 954-321-4311 or Broward Crime 
Stoppers at 954-493-TIPS (8477). 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article206137654.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: Deputy Suspended, Two Douglas High Students Caught With Knives On Campus 
BYLINE: CBS Miami 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/21/deputy-suspended-two-douglas-high-students-caught-
with-knives-on-campus/ 
 
STORY: PARKLAND (CBSMiami) – Broward Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie has vowed to 
“enhance school safety measures” at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland after a deputy at the 
school was caught sleeping on the job and two students were arrested for having knives on campus. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office said Deputy Moises Carotti has been suspended with pay after a student 
notified the school he was asleep in his patrol unit on Tuesday. 
 
CBS4 News requested to speak with Sheriff Scott Israel regarding the sleeping deputy but got no 
response. 
 
Late Tuesday night, Sheriff Israel posted on Twitter about new security enhancements at the school. 
 
It is not clear yet when this plan will be put into action. 
 
jordan salter mug edit Deputy Suspended, Two Douglas High Students Caught With Knives On Campus 
Jordan Salter was one of the MSD students arrested for bringing a knife to school. (Source: Broward 
Sheriff’s Office) 
 
One of the students caught with a weapon, 18-year-old Jordan Salter, will appear before a judge on 
Wednesday. 
 
According to her arrest form, during an argument with another student, “Jordan reached inside of her 
bra and pulled out a 2” black handle knife, unfolded the knife and showed it” to the student she was 
arguing with. 
 
The second student arrested was seventeen-year-old Gavin Stricker. The sheriff’s office said of the 10th 
grader, “…a nine inch knife was found in his backpack. Mr. Stricker was placed into custody and 
transported to JARC.” He was given a notice to appear in court next month. 
 
In a fourth incident another 10th grader, who was not identified, “…was removed from class for posting 
pictures on Snap-Chat depicting a handgun in his waistband and numerous bullets.” 
 
The sheriff’s office said the student stated the picture was, “of a BB gun and the bullets were his 
father’s.” 
 
The student “…goes by a gamer tag name he created called, ‘NickCruz’. He uses this gamer tag in the 
game Fortnite.” 
 
The student was committed for a psychological evaluation. 
 
Parents received word of the incidents via a voicemail from the school’s principal. 

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/21/deputy-suspended-two-douglas-high-students-caught-with-knives-on-campus/
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2018/03/21/deputy-suspended-two-douglas-high-students-caught-with-knives-on-campus/
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“It makes me sad because we just lost 17 of our family members and they’re making the problem worse 
when we’re trying to make everything better,” said student Angelina Lazo. 
 
Florida Senator Marco Rubio released a statement Tuesday night on the BSO deputy’s suspension. 
 
“Of all the schools in America, you would think this would be the safest one right now. This is so 
outrageous it’s almost impossible to believe.” 
 
Some teachers are hoping parents will do their part to keep an eye on what students are bringing to 
school 
 
“Unfortunately, we have an open campus. They can put anything in their bags and parents, you need to 
watch what these kids are doing because they’re not the angels that you all think they are,” said 
Stoneman Douglas High School teacher Gregory Pittman. 
 
Broward Schools issued a statement saying they will continue to work with law enforcement regarding 
these incidents. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Stoneman Douglas students arrested for weapons charges, making threats; BSO deputy 
accused of sleeping on duty 
BYLINE: Cherine Eurich, Walter Morris and Rebecca Vargas 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-stoneman-douglas-students-arrested-for-weapons-charges-
making-threats/ 
 
STORY: PARKLAND, FLA. (WSVN) - Two students at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School were 
arrested for bringing weapons on the school campus, the Broward Sheriff’s Office says, while a third is 
accused of making a threat on social media. 
 
Arrest reports from BSO say two students brought knives on campus. 
 
Jordan Salter, 18, and Gavin Stricker, 16, were arrested in separate incidents at the school on Tuesday 
and are expected in court on Wednesday morning. 
 
Salter was arrested for bringing a weapon on campus after, deputies said, she showed a 2-inch knife 
during a confrontation with a male classmate in the cafeteria, Tuesday morning. 
 
“Now there’s people coming in with weapons? I’m shocked,” said Stoneman Douglas junior Adam 
Berman. 
 
About a half-hour later, at around 10 a.m., BSO deputies were called back to the school after, officials 
said, a 10th-grader made threatening posts on social media directed at a classmate. 
 
According to the arrest report, the student was pulled from class after “posting pictures on Snapchat 
depicting a handgun in his waistband and numerous bullets,” along with threatening messages. 
 
He was eventually taken in for a psychiatric evaluation. 
 
“After what we’ve all been through, it doesn’t make any sense at all,” said Stoneman Douglas junior 
Jensen Clark. 
 
And just after school let out Tuesday afternoon, Stricker was taken into custody after, deputies said, “a 
9-inch knife was found in his backpack.” 
 
Deputies said a student told a teacher that Stricker had been brandishing a knife on the bus on Monday. 
 
“When you bring a knife, especially after all this — to me, it’s disgusting,” said student Angelina Lazo. 
 
Hours later, Stoneman Douglas Principal Ty Thompson sent a recorded message that stated, “Earlier 
today, we had three incidents on campus that required law enforcement intervention. Due to student 
privacy laws, I cannot disclose the details of these incidents. However, in all three cases, the individuals 
involved will receive the appropriate consequences through the juvenile justice system and the district’s 
code of student conduct.” 
 

https://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-stoneman-douglas-students-arrested-for-weapons-charges-making-threats/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-stoneman-douglas-students-arrested-for-weapons-charges-making-threats/
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Those Stoneman Douglas students aren’t the only ones in hot water. BSO said a deputy assigned to 
patrol the school has been suspended with pay after a sergeant spotted him sleeping inside his patrol 
car. 
 
Deputy Moises Carotti was on duty Monday, just after 5 p.m., when a student told a BSO sergeant that 
Carotti appeared to be asleep in his car while he was supposed to be monitoring the perimeter of the 
1200 building, the location of the Feb. 14 massacre that claimed 17 lives. 
 
In a statement, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio said, “Of all the schools in America, you would think this would be 
the safest one right now. This is so outrageous, it’s almost impossible to believe.” 
 
Broward Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie tweeted, “Security at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
continues to be an urgent priority for us. Given the developments over the past 24 hours, we will further 
enhance school safety measures.” 
 
“We as teachers are concerned,” said Stoneman Douglas history teacher Greg Pittman. “It is not as 
secure as we need it to be.” 
 
Florida Gov. Rick Scott sent a letter of support for Stoneman Douglas, saying, “Today, I am requesting 
that immediate action be taken to require an armed law enforcement officer to secure every point of 
entry at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School while students are on campus. To help with this goal, 
the state is willing to provide assistance from the Florida Highway Patrol, until a more permanent safety 
plan can be put into place.” 
 
Tuesday’s developments came just one day after the arrest of Zachary Cruz, the brother of admitted 
Stoneman Douglas shooter Nikolas Cruz. Zachary was arrested for trespassing on the school’s property, 
and is being held on $500,000 bond. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Deputy suspended, accused of sleeping on duty at Stoneman Douglas 
BYLINE: Tim Swift 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/deputy-suspended-accused-of-
sleeping-on-duty-at-stoneman-douglas 
 
STORY: PARKLAND, Fla. - A Broward County sheriff's deputy has been suspended after he was caught 
sleeping in a patrol car outside Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, authorities said. 
 
Veda Coleman-Wright, a spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff's Office, said Deputy Moises Carotti was 
suspended with pay, pending an internal affairs investigation. 
 
Coleman-Wright said just after 5 p.m. Monday a student told another deputy on the campus that Carotti 
was asleep in his marked patrol car near the 1200 building, the site of the mass shooting that left 17 
people dead last month. 
 
The deputy woke Carotti and informed his superiors, Coleman-Wright said. Another deputy was sent to 
replace Carotti, she said. 
 
On Tuesday, Gov. Rick Scott called for armed law enforcement officers at every entrance to the high 
school while students are on campus. 
 
"Recent events at the school have demonstrated the need for additional security measures to be 
implemented," Scott said. 
 
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Florida, called the incident "outrageous" and "almost impossible to believe." 
 
“Of all the schools in America, you would think this would be the safest one right now," Rubio said. 
 
About 30 minutes before Moises was found asleep, other deputies arrested Zachary Cruz, the brother of 
gunman Nikolas Cruz, for trespassing. Although Zachary Cruz had been told several times to avoid the 
campus, he rode his skateboard onto the grounds to "reflect on the school shooting and soak it in," 
deputies said. 
 
A day later, two students were arrested for bringing knives to the school, heightening concerns about 
security. 
 
"Security at Marjory Stoneman Douglas continues to be an urgent priority for us," Broward County 
Public Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie said. "Given the developments over the past 24 hours, we 
will further enhance school safety measures. Communications on details will be forthcoming 
tomorrow." 
 
Carotti's suspension is the latest misstep for the Broward Sheriff's Office on the Parkland shooting case. 
 
School resource Deputy Scot Peterson resigned after Israel said Peterson failed to engage Cruz during 
the shooting. Peterson, through his lawyer, said he was unsure where the gunfire was coming from and 
that he was "no coward." 

https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/deputy-suspended-accused-of-sleeping-on-duty-at-stoneman-douglas
https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/deputy-suspended-accused-of-sleeping-on-duty-at-stoneman-douglas
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Others have questioned whether Broward County sheriff's deputies could have entered the school 
sooner. Records released by the BSO said law enforcement officers entered the school 11 minutes after 
the shooting began. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Woman on fire crashes into Broward Sheriff's Office substation in Pembroke Park 
BYLINE: Terrell Forney 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/florida/broward/vehicle-crashes-into-bso-substation-in-
pembroke-park 
 
STORY: PEMBROKE PARK, Fla. - Ben Mendez was painting outside of the Broward Sheriff's Office 
substation in Pembroke Park when he heard a loud crash Monday. 
 
A Toyota Camry crossed a small garden, crashed through a window and into the government building at 
3201 W. Hallandale Beach Blvd. When Mendez ran inside to see if he could help, he saw a woman on 
fire.  
 
"She was on fire already, so I'm assuming she lit herself on fire," Mendez said.  
 
Mendez pulled the woman out of the car and put out the flames as fast as he could. He said he tried 
talking to her, but she was "babbling" about her romantic life. 
 
The woman was slowly walking naked when firefighters arrived and covered her. She didn't struggle.  
 
Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue Michael Kane said she suffered third-degree burns all over her body. She 
was taken to Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood. 
 
"When I see people in need, I try to help," a tearful Mendez said. "She was on fire. That kind of 
traumatized me, the poor lady." 
 
Firefighters later found an accelerant inside the crashed car. 
 
BSO spokeswoman Joy Oglesby said it was "quite troubling" that the woman intentionally crashed into 
the building. Oglesby said the incident remained under investigation. 

https://www.local10.com/news/florida/broward/vehicle-crashes-into-bso-substation-in-pembroke-park
https://www.local10.com/news/florida/broward/vehicle-crashes-into-bso-substation-in-pembroke-park

