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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Video from outside Stoneman Douglas must be released, judge orders 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-
school-shooting-lawsuit-video-ruling-20180312-story.html 
 
STORY: The public must be allowed to see the security video from outside last month’s shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, a judge ruled Monday. 
 
The South Florida Sun Sentinel, along with other media organizations, sued the Broward Sheriff’s Office 
last month for access to the video, arguing that it is critical for the public to analyze law enforcement’s 
response to the shooting. 
 
Deputy Scot Peterson, the school’s resource officer, resigned after Sheriff Scott Israel criticized him for 
waiting outside the school as shooter Nikolas Cruz fired on students inside. The Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating allegations that other deputies also waited outside. 
 
Broward Circuit Judge Jeffrey R. Levenson signed an order Monday authorizing the video’s release but 
immediately delayed the order until Thursday to give the Sheriff’s Office and the School Board a chance 
to appeal. 
 
Judge will review video from outside school shooting scene before ruling if public can see it 
The sheriff’s office does not intend to appeal. 
 
“The Broward Sheriff’s Office welcomes the court’s decision to release surveillance video from outside 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School showing former Deputy Peterson's response,” spokeswoman 
Keyla Concepcion said in a news release. “If none of the involved entities file an appeal by noon on 
Thursday, BSO will release the video.” 
 
The video does not show Cruz or any of the victims of the Feb. 14 shooting that killed 17 and injured 17 
others, according to the sheriff’s office. 
 
Cruz, 19, has been indicted on charges of murder and attempted murder. He is being held without bond 
at the Broward main jail and is due in court Wednesday for a formal arraignment. 
 
His attorneys have said he is not denying guilt but is holding off on a guilty plea in the hopes that 
prosecutors will not seek the death penalty. 
 
School district officials, including an assistant principal from Stoneman Douglas, argued in court last 
week that releasing the video would expose the limits of the cameras mounted at various positions on 
campus, creating a security risk. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office indicated that Israel was in favor of releasing the video to the public but did not feel 
he had the authority because it is part of an active criminal investigation and an internal affairs 
investigation into Peterson. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-lawsuit-video-ruling-20180312-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-reg-florida-school-shooting-lawsuit-video-ruling-20180312-story.html
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Dana McElroy, attorney for the media organizations, including the Miami Herald and CNN, argued that 
the video’s release is essential for a thorough and transparent analysis of the law enforcement 
response. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: South Florida gets two new circuit judges 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-two-new-judges-appointed-20180312-
story.html 
 
STORY: Gov. Rick Scott on Monday announced two new judicial appointments — one in Broward County 
and one in Palm Beach County. 
 
A Fort Lauderdale criminal defense attorney and a Palm Beach Gardens federal prosecutor will serve the 
circuit courts in Broward and Palm Beach counties, respectively. 
 
Tarlika Navarro, 35, is a former Broward County prosecutor now in private practice. She earned her 
Bachelor’s degree at the University of Miami and her law degree at St. Thomas University. 
 
Navarro will fill the seat opened up by Broward Circuit Judge Alfred Horowitz’s resignation. 
 
Carolyn Bell, 56, is a federal prosecutor in the Southern District of Florida. She previously served as a 
senior trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice. 
 
Bell received both her Bachelor’s and law degrees at the University of California at Berkeley and will fill 
the vacancy created by Palm Beach Circuit Judge Thomas Barkdull’s resignation. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-two-new-judges-appointed-20180312-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-two-new-judges-appointed-20180312-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Judge affirms our right to see what BSO deputy did as 17 died in Parkland 
BYLINE: Miami Herald Editorial Board 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/editorials/article204818489.html 
 
STORY: Broward Circuit Judge Jeffrey Levenson pried loose video footage of how the Broward Sheriff’s 
Office initially responded during the first minutes of the Feb. 14 massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in which 17 people were killed and 17 others were injured. The BSO refused to release it. 
 
We applaud Monday’s ruling. We always thought that Sheriff Scott Israel had only a tenuous grip on 
what is public record. Levenson, fortunately, agreed. 
 
The Miami Herald, South Florida Sun Sentinel and other news outlets recently sued to get the BSO to 
release the video footage in its possession. Bolstering Israel, the Broward County School District, too, 
argued against making the footage public. 
 
Israel had refused to release the video, claiming that it would compromise investigations and reveal 
security details. We disagreed. In our March 4 editorial, “If Sheriff Israel is the ‘amazing’ leader he says 
he is, he will release videos of his deputies’ actions during Parkland shooting,” the Editorial Board 
argued that security plans obviously went off the rails during the shooting and that there were no details 
left to compromise. 
 
Though the sheriff had described what the footage showed — that one of his deputies, a school 
resource officer, remained outside the school’s Building 12 as Nikolas Cruz, armed with a semi-
automatic rifle, went on a murderous rampage inside — it fell far short of what the public has every 
right to see. 
 
Broward prosecutors’ defense of withholding the video, fell short, too. Levenson wisely countered that 
they did not prove how the footage, which solely is of the exterior of the school building, could hamper 
any ongoing investigation. 
 
And when the school district argued, that the videos could reveal too much about school security 
cameras, Levenson wisely countered that, “Potential harm to the current security system, minimal at 
best, is outweighed by the strong public interest in disclosure.” 
 
Amen. 
 
The Broward State Attorney’s Office said on Monday that it will not appeal Levenson’s ruling. Good. The 
Broward School District should come to a similar conclusion. Its argument about school security is 
extremely weak. It would be a waste of time and taxpayer money to try to sway a higher court. Plus, the 
district has felt the heat of the international spotlight since the afternoon of Valentine’s Day. An appeal 
would beg the question: What’s the district trying to hide? 
 
The videos are scheduled to be released at noon Thursday at the earliest. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/editorials/article204818489.html


5 
 

And, how fortuitous — the judge’s ruling came during Sunshine Week, during which the public’s right to 
know what government is doing on its behalf is celebrated. If Floridians didn’t find it relevant before, 
Judge Levenson’s ruling resolutely drove home the point. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Judge orders release of Parkland school shooting videos 
BYLINE: David Ovalle 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/crime/article204768129.html 
 
STORY: A judge on Monday ordered the release of video footage expected to shine another spotlight on 
the Broward Sheriff’s Office response in the initial minutes of the Parkland school shooting that killed 17 
people. 
 
The video clips, however, won’t be released until noon Thursday at the earliest. That delay was to give 
investigators time to blur the faces of any students or witnesses who may appear in the clips. The extra 
days will also give the Broward School District time to appeal, if it wants. 
 
The ruling stemmed from a lawsuit filed by the Miami Herald, the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and other 
media outlets against BSO and the school district, seeking release of video clips so that the public can 
“be given the first-hand opportunity to review and evaluate the video and the actions of its government 
officials.” 
 
The media outlets filed the suit after Sheriff Scott Israel publicly described footage that showed a school 
resource deputy did not enter Building 12 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High to engage the shooter 
during the Feb. 14 attack. 
 
Peterson, who has since resigned from the force, has been widely condemned for failing to engage 
Nikolas Cruz during his six-minute rampage firing his AR-15 at students and staff. Through his attorney, 
Peterson has insisted he acted properly under BSO training. 
 
The Broward Sheriff's Office released radio dispatches between officers arriving and the scene of the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas school shooting. It is believed that one of the voices on the recording is of 
BSO deputy Scot Peterson, who was heavily criticized for not entering the school during the shooting. 
Broward Sheriff's Office 
 
At a hearing last week, prosecutors said the release of the footage would harm the active investigation 
into school shooter Nikolas Cruz, who is scheduled to be arraigned Wednesday on 17 counts of first-
degree murder and 17 counts of attempted murder. 
 
BSO, however, has changed its mind and is now supporting the release of the footage. Broward Circuit 
Judge Jeffrey Levenson, in an eight-page ruling Monday, said prosecutors did not prove how the footage 
could hamper the ongoing investigation. 
 
The second-by-second timeline and audio recording of police radio chatter sheds new light on the 
chaotic and much scrutinized law-enforcement response to the bloodshed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High on Feb. 14, the state’s worst school shooting. Coral Springs Police Department 
 
The schools district also said the release of the footage could be harmful by revealing information about 
the cameras in the schools. The judge, however, said the “potential harm to the current security system, 
minimal at best, is outweighed by the strong public interest in disclosure.” 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/crime/article204768129.html
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The Broward State Attorney’s Office said Monday that it would not appeal the decision. 
 
The ruling came on the same day that the Broward Public Defender’s Office, which is representing Cruz, 
filed a request asking the judge in the criminal case to bar BSO from releasing to the media jail records 
that detail the defendant’s mental health woes. Last week, BSO released jail logs that show Cruz was on 
suicide watch and had been at the jail’s infirmary. The Public Defender’s Office said that was private 
medical information. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Hollywood Gazette 
HEADLINE: Assistant Chief of Police Tom Demmery Retires 
BYLINE: David Volz 
 
LINK: https://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2018/03/12/assistant-chief-of-police-tom-demmery-retires/ 
 
STORY: After a successful 30-year career with the Hollywood Police Department, Assistant Chief of 
Police Thomas Demmery has retired. He was recognized for his years of service by the Hollywood 
Commission during a recent meeting. 
 
“I loved being a police officer and serving the people of Hollywood,” said Demmery. “I like the 
excitement. I enjoyed working in personnel for four years, where I was involved in hiring more than 80 
police officers including Chief Chris O’Brien, and I liked working in traffic homicide for five years. It was a 
challenging job and I enjoyed the science involved.” 
 
Demmery said he would recommend a career in law enforcement to a younger person. “There is always 
something unexpected and you have a chance to make a difference. There are a lot of different things 
you can do in a law enforcement career,” he said. “I like catching the bad guys.” 
 
Demmery developed his interest in law enforcement when he became involved in the Police Explorers. 
For about three years, he would ride with the police officers as an observer.  He then worked as a 
parking enforcement officer for the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, which led him to pursue a 
career as a police officer. 
 
Now 52, Demmery is looking forward to taking few months off and then deciding what his next step will 
be. He loves cycling and will spend more time doing that. “I will see what opportunities are available,” 
he said.  “I want to get re-energized and do some traveling. I was blessed with a great 30-year career.” 
  

https://www.hollywoodgazette.com/2018/03/12/assistant-chief-of-police-tom-demmery-retires/
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX News 
HEADLINE: Our police need better training. Florida school shooting failures make this more imperative 
BYLINE: Randy Peterson 
 
LINK: http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2018/03/13/our-police-need-better-training-florida-school-
shooting-failures-make-this-more-imperative.html 
 
STORY: The 24-hour news cycle provides no shortage of incidents that illustrate the need for police 
reforms to our current system, the most recent and tragic example being the school shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. 
 
After the shooting, shocking news broke that the school resource officer, who was armed, failed to enter 
the school to pursue the shooter. And it now appears that three other Broward County deputies who 
were at the school did not enter, according to responding officers from nearby Coral Springs. 
 
This begs very real and serious questions when it comes to police reform. How can we better prepare 
police officers to serve and protect? When advocating for reform in any profession, the advocate’s 
perspective dictates what the reform should look like.  As a conservative, a retired police officer and a 
former director of a police academy, my interest in policing reforms involves improving a profession I 
greatly respect, not tearing it down. 
 
The reforms that are applicable to the colossal failure in Parkland are the same needed in response to 
the recent tragic shootings in Tulsa, Oklahoma and Mesa, Arizona. 
 
Hiring and training practices must ensure that our nation has the most effective people serving as police 
officers. What this looks like might be a little different in every jurisdiction, as each community has its 
own unique needs and priorities, but there is an important need for a rare balance and skill set in this 
profession. A police officer must be compassionate, capable of thinking critically, not easily offended or 
excited, physically and mentally fit, and capable of using restraint or force (including deadly force) if 
needed. 
 
That is a tall order, to be sure. Any deviation from the proper balance sets up the potential for 
catastrophic failure. Police officers may go years or even an entire career without encountering the 
particular incident that is a perfect storm of dysfunction when combined with their particular skill 
deficiency. When it does happen, we get tragic headlines as seen in Parkland, Tulsa, or Mesa. 
 
The role of a police officer is to protect personal rights and maintain peace. Both functions are carried 
out through the enforcement of laws, but it doesn’t end there. The police are, or should be, as much a 
part of the communities they serve as they are a part of the government. 
 
Much of what a police officer does could be done by most citizens. It takes no particular skill to write a 
report, issue a ticket, or check a door. It’s the rare occasions when a police officer’s unique skills are 
needed that are precisely why we have highly trained police officers. They are very expensive insurance 
policies for when things go very bad. However, the same characteristics that can make an officer 
functional on the more mundane component of policing are not always found together with the 
requisite characteristics for the exceptional, dangerous component. An imbalance of either gives us 
demonstrated results: shooting people we should not shoot or not shooting people we should. Both 
situations are unacceptable. 

http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2018/03/13/our-police-need-better-training-florida-school-shooting-failures-make-this-more-imperative.html
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2018/03/13/our-police-need-better-training-florida-school-shooting-failures-make-this-more-imperative.html
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The failure of a police officer (or officers) to go in to confront an active shooter, as we saw in Parkland, 
can be caused by several factors. Hopefully, new details will come to light and the full story can be 
examined so our police forces can prevent future tragedies. Until then, hiring the right people, training 
them the right way, involving the public in policy development, and monitoring the culture within the 
agency are additional policing reforms that are relevant to every community, not just in the aftermath of 
a tragedy, but in order to avoid it. 
 
The complex individual that makes up an outstanding police officer may be difficult to find, and even 
harder to hire. Thankfully, there are already innumerable examples of such a combination on our streets 
today actively serving as police officers. Simple policing reforms allow communities to make sure those 
courageous and capable officers are surrounded by others just like them. They are not looking to make 
headlines, and should not be equated with the few, misguided officers who become nationally 
recognized for all the wrong reasons. There are more of the “right ones” out there. We just need to find 
them and train them right. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Video From Outside Stoneman Douglas Can Be Released: Judge 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Video-From-Outside-Stoneman-Douglas-Can-Be-
Released-Judge-476590043.html 
 
STORY: A Broward County judge has ruled that surveillance footage from outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School during last month's mass shooting should be released. 
 
The judge authorized the release of the video Monday but stayed the order until noon on Thursday in 
case the Broward Sheriff's Office wishes to appeal. 
 
The BSO and School Board had resisted the video release, saying it was exempt from disclosure in part 
because it was evidence in an active investigation. 
 
Authorities say it depicts actions during the shooting by former deputy Scot Peterson, who was armed 
and assigned to the school but never went inside. 
 
Nineteen-year-old Nikolas Cruz faces 34 murder and attempted murder charges in the Feb. 14 shooting 
that claimed 17 lives. 
  

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Video-From-Outside-Stoneman-Douglas-Can-Be-Released-Judge-476590043.html
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Video-From-Outside-Stoneman-Douglas-Can-Be-Released-Judge-476590043.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Judge rules surveillance video from Stoneman Douglas shooting will be released 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/judge-rules-surveillance-video-from-stoneman-douglas-shooting-
will-be-released/ 
 
STORY: PARKLAND, FLA. (WSVN) - Surveillance video that recorded the scene outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School during the Feb. 14 shooting will be released. 
 
A judged ruled the exterior surveillance video at Stoneman Douglas could be released fairly soon, as of 
Monday. 
 
There is a stay on the order until Thursday to allow anyone to make an appeal. 
 
A Broward Sheriff’s Office spokesperson said they anticipate the release will be at the end of the week. 
 
BSO officials also said they need to obscure the faces of minors who may be on the tapes. 
  

https://wsvn.com/news/local/judge-rules-surveillance-video-from-stoneman-douglas-shooting-will-be-released/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/judge-rules-surveillance-video-from-stoneman-douglas-shooting-will-be-released/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Court rules that surveillance video from Parkland shooting can be released 
BYLINE: Tim Swift 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/court-rules-that-surveillance-video-
from-parkland-shooting-can-be-released 
 
STORY: PARKLAND, Fla. - A Circuit Court judge has ruled that video taken from exterior cameras at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School during the mass shooting can be released to the public. 
 
Broward Circuit Judge Jeffrey Levenson said the videos will be released Thursday at the earliest. The 
delay allows the Broward County Sheriff's Office or Broward County Public Schools time to appeal to the 
decision. It's not clear whether they will; the sheriff's office said Thursday that videos should be 
released. 
 
Seventeen people were killed and more than a dozen others were injured when 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz 
opened fire inside the Parkland high school on Feb. 14. 
 
Several media organizations, including CNN and the Miami Herald, sued the Broward County Sheriff's 
Office for the release of the videos. The sheriff's office has said the school operates more than 70 
cameras on its campus. 
 
The videos could help shed light on how the school's resource officer and other Broward County sheriff's 
deputies responded to the shooting. 
 
School Resource Officer Scot Peterson resigned after Sheriff Scott Israel said Peterson failed to engage 
Cruz during the shooting. Peterson, through his lawyer, said he was unsure where the gunfire was 
coming from, and that he was "no coward." 
 
Others have questioned whether Broward County Sheriff's deputies could have entered the school 
sooner. Records released by the sheriff's office said law enforcement officers entered the school 11 
minutes after the shooting began. 
 
Last week, the sheriff's office released a detailed timeline, drawing from police radio transmissions, that 
appear to support Israel's charge that Peterson failed to engage. 
 
The school board had argued that the released of the videos could compromise Stoneman Douglas' 
security systems, but judge rejected that argument. The court also found the active criminal and internal 
affairs investigation did prevent the videos' release. 

https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/court-rules-that-surveillance-video-from-parkland-shooting-can-be-released
https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/court-rules-that-surveillance-video-from-parkland-shooting-can-be-released

