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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Video delays misled cops at Stoneman Douglas shooting 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash, Stephen Hobbs and Megan O'Matz 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-response-20180221-story.html 
 
STORY: Nearly a half-hour after Nikolas Cruz dropped his rifle and fled Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, police thought they were seeing him live on security cameras, still in the building. They were 
actually seeing images tape-delayed. 
 
The Broward School District’s security cameras did not provide real-time video for police, complicating 
their efforts to track and pin down the shooter, the South Florida Sun Sentinel has learned. 
 
“He went from the third floor to the second floor ... They’re monitoring him on camera,” an officer said 
on radio transmissions recorded by Broadcastify, an audio streaming website, at 2:54 p.m. In fact, Cruz 
was already long gone — he had escaped the school’s freshman building 26 minutes earlier, a timeline 
released by the Broward Sheriff’s Office shows. 
 
The video images were “delayed 20 minutes and nobody told us that,” said Coral Springs Police Chief 
Tony Pustizzi. 
 
Pustizzi said the video delay made a chaotic situation more confusing, but he does not believe it delayed 
efforts to rescue injured students. “We got in so fast, we’re pulling them out. It made it harder to 
identify where the guy was.” 
 
According to the sheriff’s office, Cruz began shooting into classrooms at about 2:21 p.m. and left the 
building seven minutes later. Authorities eventually captured him more than an hour after he left the 
school. 
 
Fourteen students and three educators died in the Valentine’s Day killings. Cruz, a troubled former 
student of Stoneman Douglas, confessed and could face the death penalty. 
 
Police radio transmissions reviewed by the Sun Sentinel reveal more details about the confusion at the 
scene as officers tried to determine what was happening and how best to respond to the worst school 
shooting since the Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre in 2012. 
 
They show: 
 
-- At the same time the shooter escaped, police were saying they were entering a building, though it’s 
unclear from radio transmissions whether it was the right building or a neighboring one. 
 
-- Police initially could not get to the security cameras and couldn’t immediately find someone to help 
them. 
 
-- Police communication was hampered by outmoded radios that left some transmissions inaudible. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-response-20180221-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-response-20180221-story.html
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The school is in Parkland, which is protected by the sheriff’s office. Also, an armed sheriff’s deputy — 
called a school resource officer — is assigned to the school. 
 
At one point, police were looking for that officer, Scot Peterson, because he “would be the one to have 
access to where the cameras are,” according to the police radio broadcast. 
 
Peterson was on the 45-acre campus during the attack but not in the targeted building, Schools 
Superintendent Robert Runcie previously told the Sun Sentinel. 
 
“We need somebody with the camera systems ASAP,” an officer stated at 2:43 p.m., about 15 minutes 
after the shooting stopped, according to the sheriff’s timeline. “Where’s the principal? Who’s with the 
principal? And we need to start making a plan here.” 
 
Broward Sheriff Scott Israel said at a press conference Wednesday that he did not know anything about 
delays in school security video but said he would look into it. 
 
His agency, earlier in the day, notified media that the sheriff’s timeline — released on Feb.15, the day 
after the shooting — is approximate and may change as an official review is conducted. 
 
Asked whether police went into the school immediately, the sheriff said “that’s exactly what we’re 
examining.” 
 
Once inside the freshman building, police struggled to determine where the shooter was. They watched 
Cruz on camera, seeing him drop his bag near the stairway as sirens blared in the background. An 
armored vehicle sat at the ready. 
 
But by then Cruz was gone, sitting at a McDonald’s about a mile away. 
 
“It’s about a 20-minute delay they’re following him on video, on the camera,” an officer said over the 
radios. “They have him exiting the building, running south.” 
 
Pustizzi described the chaos over the shooter’s whereabouts. “Somebody would say: ‘He’s on the 
second floor,’ and we had guys on the second floor saying: ‘We’re on the second floor, we don’t see 
him.’ That’s when we figured out there’s a tape delay.” 
 
“Once we found that out we were able to adjust.” 
 
Stoneman Douglas students begin their activism in Tallahassee | Live coverage, photos 
The cameras are not controlled by the Broward Sheriff Office but by the School Board, Pustizzi said. 
 
A school district spokesperson did not respond to questions posed by the Sun Sentinel. 
 
Pete Blair, a criminal justice professor and executive director of the active shooter response program at 
Texas State University, said such a long camera delay is unusual. 
 
“I’ve never heard of that problem before,” he said of the more than 20-minute delay. “That’s going to 
slow you down because you think that’s good information, but it’s not good information.” 
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As the officers on the scene dealt with the problematic cameras, they also struggled with “some sort of 
feedback” on the radio system. 
 
A Sun Sentinel investigation last year found that a crush of law enforcement officers responding to the 
Jan. 6, 2017 shooting at Fort Lauderdale airport overwhelmed the county’s antiquated radio system, 
disrupting communications. Some police could hear but not talk as they were trying to determine if 
there was a second shooter. 
 
Broward County Commissioners in May approved $59.5 million to replace the more than 25-year-old 
radio system, but it won’t be ready to use until the end of this year, officials said at the time. 
 
During the Stoneman Douglas shooting, a dispatcher warned all units at 2:56 p.m. that the radios were 
malfunctioning. “You can hear me, but I cannot hear you, so standby.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward sheriff's deputies will carry rifles, including AR-15s, to guard schools 
BYLINE: David Fleshler and Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-
shooting-broward-sheriff-20180221-story.html 
 
STORY: Deputies guarding schools in Broward County will carry rifles, including AR-15s, under an order 
issued Wednesday by Broward Sheriff Scott Israel. 
 
Israel said the order applies only to deputies qualified on rifles and has the support of Broward schools 
Superintendent Robert Runcie after the Parkland school shooting. 
 
“This morning I implemented a practice in the Broward Sheriff’s Office and spoke to Mr. Runcie who was 
fully supportive of my decision that our deputies who are qualified and trained would be carrying rifles 
on school grounds from this point forward,” Israel said at a news conference at BSO headquarters in 
Fort Lauderdale. 
 
“It will be done safely,” he said. “Only deputies who are trained and qualified will carry those rifles. But 
we need to be able to defeat any threat that comes onto campus.” 
 
Sheriff’s deputies only patrol schools in cities without their own police departments, but there is a 
broader effort by police across the county to secure more immediate access to rifles. 
 
The Broward County Chiefs of Police Association agreed Wednesday morning to ask the school district to 
allow officers to keep rifles locked in school offices during the day and take them home at night. 
 
Several police departments have asked the school district to allow that for years, said Margate Chief 
Dana Watson, vice president of the chiefs’ group. 
 
“If the car is in the parking lot, it might not be as accessible,” he said. “The police car can be a half-mile 
away. You have to run past the shooter to get your rifle?” 
 
The School District’s spokespeople did not respond to questions Wednesday about why the prior 
requests from law enforcement were denied. 
 
Coral Springs Police Chief Tony Pustizzi said he has been asking for five years and even unsuccessfully 
offered to have his agency pay for safes to store the guns. 
 
“Officers cannot compete with assault rifles with their regular duty handguns,” Pustizzi said. “We have 
to go in and combat militaristic tactics and weapons. ... It looks bad: Can you imagine someone 
videotaping an officer running away from the school?” 
 
The sheriff said the rifles are part of a multi-pronged approach to making schools safer, from increasing 
the number of deputies on campus to strengthening schools’ defenses. 
 
“I think schools as soft targets need to be fortified,” Israel said. “We need to look at how many school 
resource deputies are being employed at each school. I think the cities and I need to look at that.” 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-broward-sheriff-20180221-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/parkland/florida-school-shooting/fl-florida-school-shooting-broward-sheriff-20180221-story.html
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Although Nikolas Cruz, 19, has confessed, the sheriff said the investigation continues into Cruz’s actions 
and the response by law enforcement. 
 
“Our approach to this whole thing is never again. Never again,” he said. “And every decision I make in 
this investigation is going to be geared to making sure that I’ve done everything that I possibly can to try 
and make sure these incidents never happen again.” 
 
Among the questions still being investigated are the actions of School Resource Officer Scott Peterson, 
the sheriff’s deputy assigned to protect the school. 
 
“Deputy Peterson was on campus,” Israel said. “Deputy Peterson, as you all know, is the school resource 
deputy. He was armed. And as our command staff moves forward on this investigation, the response 
and actions of Deputy Peterson will be looked at and scrutinized, as will everyone’s.” 
 
Asked whether Peterson fired his gun, Israel said “He did not.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Trump offers mass shooting response plan, says armed teachers would solve problem 
'instantly' 
BYLINE: John Wagner and Jenna Johnson 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/ct-trump-mass-shooting-response-plan-20180222-
story.html 
 
STORY: President Donald Trump on Thursday appeared to voice support for raising the age at which 
someone could buy an assault rifle to 21, and he doubled down on his idea of arming some teachers as a 
deterrent for school shootings. 
 
In a series of morning tweets, the president claimed the latter strategy would be far less costly than 
hiring guards and that "ATTACKS WOULD END!" 
 
With his tweets, Trump echoed solutions he pushed during a "listening session" at the White House that 
included family of some of the 17 people killed by a gunman last week at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in South Florida. 
 
"Highly trained, gun adept, teachers/coaches would solve the problem instantly, before police arrive," 
Trump said in one tweet. 
 
The strategy of arming teachers has many critics, including some law enforcement officers and the 
National Education Association, the country's largest teachers lobby. In a statement Wednesday, NEA 
president Lily Eskelsen Garcia said, "Educators need to be focused on teaching our students." 
 
In his tweets, Trump claimed his strategy had been mischaracterized by some news outlets and is more 
nuanced than reported. He said he envisioned only about 20 percent of teachers having concealed 
weapons and said they would have "military or special training experience." 
 
"If a potential 'sicko shooter' knows that a school has a large number of very weapons talented teachers 
(and others) who will be instantly shooting, the sicko will NEVER attack that school," Trump said. 
Cowards won't go there ... problem solved. Must be offensive, defense alone won't work!" 
 
In another tweet, Trump said school shootings typically last three minutes and it takes police and first 
responders five to eight minutes to arrive. 
 
"Highly trained, gun adept, teachers/coaches would solve the problem instantly, before police arrive," 
Trump said. "GREAT DETERRENT!" 
 
Some criminologists have questioned that reasoning, pointing out that some people who plan to commit 
mass shootings are prepared to die in the process. 
 
I never said “give teachers guns” like was stated on Fake News @CNN & @NBC. What I said was to look 
at the possibility of giving “concealed guns to gun adept teachers with military or special training 
experience - only the best. 20% of teachers, a lot, would now be able to 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/ct-trump-mass-shooting-response-plan-20180222-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/ct-trump-mass-shooting-response-plan-20180222-story.html
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Trump has offered no details on how such a program would work, how much it would cost and how 
school districts already strapped for cash would fund it. The Department of Education estimates there 
are 3.1 million public school teachers and 400,000 private-school teachers. Arming 20 percent of 
teachers would mean arming more than 700,000 people. (There were around 1.3 million active-duty 
U.S. military personnel in 2016.) 
 
In an appearance Thursday morning on Fox News, White House counselor Kellyanne Conway said that 
none of the ideas floated during Thursday's meeting has been finalized and criticized reports focusing on 
arming teachers. 
 
"To focus on that alone today is disingenuously covering the fuller discussion yesterday, and frankly it's 
disrespectful to the people who were in that room raising any number of different issues," Conway said. 
 
Trump also spoke Wednesday of strengthening background checks and raising the age for purchasing 
weapons. 
 
"I will be strongly pushing Comprehensive Background Checks with an emphasis on Mental Health. Raise 
age to 21 and end sale of Bump Stocks!" Trump said in a separate tweet. "Congress is in a mood to 
finally do something on this issue - I hope!" 
 
Trump's advocacy for raising the age to 21 appeared to be in reference to regulating the purchase of an 
assault rifle - an active topic of debate in recent days. 
 
But raising the legal age to buy an assault rifle from 18 to 21 is among the ideas opposed by the 
powerful National Rifle Association. In a statement this week, NRA spokeswoman Jennifer Baker noted 
that federal law prohibits anyone under the age of 21 from purchasing a handgun from a licensed 
firearm dealer. 
 
"Legislative proposals that prevent law-abiding adults aged 18-20 years old from acquiring rifles and 
shotguns effectively prohibits them for purchasing any firearm, thus depriving them of their 
constitutional right to self-protection," Baker said. 
 
As he continues a focus on school safety, Trump is scheduled to hold another listening session at the 
White House on Thursday with law enforcement officers. 
 
Earlier this week, Trump directed Attorney General Jeff Sessions to propose regulations to ban "bump 
stocks" and other devices that turn semiautomatic firearms into "machine guns." 
 
A bump stock was used by the shooter who opened fire on a country music festival in Las Vegas in 
October, killing dozens and immediately prompting calls for lawmakers or the administration to ban 
such devices through legislation or regulations, but efforts to pass a ban stalled in Congress. 
 
The idea of arming teachers is not a new one for Trump, who often responds to mass shootings by 
proposing an increase in the number of law-abiding citizens who carry firearms and can stop a shooter. 
 
In July 2015, following a shooting at a military recruitment center in Tennessee that left four Marines 
dead, Trump tweeted in all caps: "MILITARY LIVES MATTER! END GUN FREE ZONES! OUR SOLDIERS 
MUST BE ABLE TO PROTECT THEMSELVES! THIS HAS TO STOP!" 
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In November 2015, following a series of terrorist attacks in and near Paris that left 130 people dead, 
Trump criticized the city for having "the toughest gun laws in the world." 
 
"Nobody had guns but the bad guys. Nobody had guns. Nobody," Trump said at the time at a campaign 
rally. 
 
In December 2015, following a mass shooting in southern California that left 14 dead, Trump told 
reporters in Iowa that the victims of the shooting "could've protected themselves if they had guns." 
 
"If you look at what happened in California, they didn't have guns, and they were slaughtered," Trump 
said. 
 
In January 2016, Trump said at a campaign rally in Vermont that he wants to eliminate gun-free zones at 
schools. 
 
"I will get rid of gun-free zones on schools, and - you have to - and on military bases," Trump said, to 
scattered cheers. "My first day, it gets signed, okay? My first day. There's no more gun-free zones." 
 
In June 2016, following a mass shooting at a Florida nightclub, Trump said that "it's too bad some of the 
people killed over the weekend didn't have guns attached to their hips, where bullets could have thrown 
in the opposite direction." He said that "had people been able to fire back, it would have been a much 
different outcome." 
 
"If some of those wonderful people had guns strapped right here - right to their waist or right to their 
ankle - and one of the people in that room happened to have it and goes 'boom, boom,' you know, that 
would have been a beautiful sight folks," Trump said in a radio interview at the time. 
 
At the time, even leaders of the National Rifle Association said that arming drunk clubgoers was a bad 
idea. Trump then clarified his comment and said he "was obviously talking about additional guards or 
employees." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Security Camera Delays Misled Officers During Parkland School Tragedy: Police 
BYLINE: Sheldon Fox 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Security-Camera-Delays-Misled-Officers-During-Parkland-
School-Tragedy-Police-474833083.html 
 
STORY: For almost a half-hour after a school shooter dropped his assault-style rifle and escaped Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, police officers thought they were seeing his actions live on the school's 
security system. 
 
They soon realized the images were tape delayed, which Coral Springs Police Chief Tony Pustizzi told the 
South Florida Sun Sentinel made a chaotic situation more confusing. 
 
The 19-year-old suspect Nikolas Cruz was captured an hour later in a neighborhood about 2 miles from 
the school where 17 people died Feb. 14. 
 
The newspaper reports police transmissions show that police initially couldn't get to security cameras. 
Sheriff Scott Israel said at a news conference he didn't know about the security system delays but would 
look into it. 
 
BSO officials say Cruz started firing shots around 2:21 p.m. and left less than 10 minutes later. 
Commissioners approved a nearly $60 million plan to replace the old system, which reportedly will not 
be ready until later this year. 
 
During a town hall meeting Wednesday night inside the BB&T Center in Sunrise, Israel declared the U.S. 
has had enough of deadly shootings and that he was personally saddened to have to go through the 
crime scene of a "horrific killer" 30 minutes after the attack last week. 
 
He said the young people should hold lawmakers accountable for making their schools and other 
community places safer or they won't be re-elected. 
 
"Never again!" he declared of the Parkland attack, exhorting the young people to press on: "America's 
watching you ... there will be change." 
  

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Security-Camera-Delays-Misled-Officers-During-Parkland-School-Tragedy-Police-474833083.html
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Security-Camera-Delays-Misled-Officers-During-Parkland-School-Tragedy-Police-474833083.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Broward Deputies to Carry Rifles on School Grounds: Sheriff 
BYLINE: Brandon Lopez 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Broward-Deputies-to-Carry-Rifles-on-School-Grounds-
474763143.html 
 
STORY: Deputies will carry rifles on the grounds of local schools in Broward County in the wake of the 
Parkland school shooting, Broward Sheriff Scott Israel announced Wednesday. 
 
Israel said that only deputies who are "qualified and trained" will carry the rifles on school grounds. 
 
"When they are not carrying the rifle, until we look for gun locks and gun lockers, the only place when 
they're not slinging the rifle, that will be allowed to be stored, will be in their locked police vehicle," said 
Israel. 
 
The practice was implemented Wednesday morning, Israel said at a news conference. 
 
"Schools as soft targets need to be fortified," Israel said. 
 
Israel said he spoke with Broward Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie, who supported the idea. 
 
One of the shooting survivors, Chris Grady, spoke with Runcie Tuesday on local radio station WLRN on 
Tuesday said he was against the idea. "I do not feel safe when I see armed officials. Why would you want 
the student body to have to walk around that," Grady said. 
 
A reporter asked if officers will carry AR-15’s, and Israel said some would. 
 
The AR-15 is the weapon used in the tragic shooting that left 17 dead at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School on Feb. 14. 
 
"It will be done safely," said Israel, "We need to be able to defeat any threat that comes onto campus." 
 
Israel's announcement comes after President Donald Trump suggested arming 20 percent of teachers 
and coaches with firearms to overpower potential shooters. 
 
A 2013 Cleveland State University College of Urban Affairs review showed that, at the time, putting one 
armed guard at every school building in the nation would cost about $13 billion a year. 
 
The review was conducted after the NRA proposed the idea following the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in which dozens died. 
 
When scaled up to better reflect student populations per school buildings, the cost would increase to 
about $23 billion a year – some $500 per student for armed security. 
 
In the Broward County School District, where the Parkland tragedy occurred, there are about 15,000 
teachers. The proposal to arm about 20 percent – about 3,000 – of those teachers with a Glock 17, a 
popular weapon, would cost more than $1.4 million, not taking into account the cost of ammunition. 

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Broward-Deputies-to-Carry-Rifles-on-School-Grounds-474763143.html
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Broward-Deputies-to-Carry-Rifles-on-School-Grounds-474763143.html
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Teachers would also have to be educated on gun safety, the cost of which can be about $200 per 
training day. 
 
Miami-Dade Superintendent Alberto Carvalho rejected the idea of teachers with weapons. 
 
"I respect teachers too much, and I respect their voice too much and I respect the voice of students 
who, unequivocally, who yesterday in Tallahassee and over the past week have told me they want to 
feel safe but they want teachers to teach," Carvalho said. 
 
Runcie said that "we don't need to put guns in the hands of teachers." 
 
"You know what we need. We need to arm our teachers with more money in their pockets," Runcie said. 
 
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he does not support arming teachers and Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., agreed 
saying Trump’s suggestion on arming them was "a terrible idea." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Sheriff: deputies to begin carrying rifles on school grounds in Broward 
BYLINE: Sheldon Fox 
 
LINK: https://wsvn.com/news/local/sheriff-deputies-to-begin-carrying-rifles-on-school-grounds-in-
broward/ 
 
STORY: PARKLAND, FLA. (WSVN) - Broward Sheriff Scott Israel has announced, Wednesday, that all 
qualified deputies will begin carrying rifles on school grounds in Broward County. 
 
At a news conference on Wednesday, Israel talked about prevention, saying, “My approach to this 
whole thing is never again.” 
 
“Our deputies who are qualified and trained will be carrying rifles on school grounds from this point 
forward,” said Israel. 
 
Deputies have already been carrying handguns on campus, but not rifles. 
 
He added, “Laws have to be changed. We can’t do the same old, same old. We can’t throw around the 
line, ‘Let’s have conversation.’ We have to do proactive things, and even if these things don’t work out 
— so what? We did something differently, we tried something new to keep children safe.” 
 
Parents and students in Parkland had mixed reactions to the news. 
 
“We have to protect our kids, but having rifles being shown — it’s like we’re not sending our kids to 
school, we’re sending them to prison,” said parent Debbie Block. “It makes me sick to my stomach.” 
 
“I think it’s a little bit scarier,” said student Capri Lica, “just because I don’t think those big guns are like 
necessary.” 
 
BSO deputies patrol school’s in cities without heir own police department — like Cypress Bay High 
School, where Thursday morning, the new safety procedures were put in place. 
 
“It will make a difference as long as they can do what they need to do with it,” said parent Preia Chand. 
 
Lisa Maxwell, executive director of the Broward Principal’s and Assistant’s Association, shared a 
skeptical reaction. “You’re upping the anxiety levels, potentially, at schools,” said Maxwell. 
 
BSO has asked the school district to allow deputies to store their riffles in on campus offices during the 
day and then to take them home at night. 
 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools told 7News that its officers secure their rifles in locked containers in 
their vehicles, and that there are no plans to change that. 
 
“It’s kept in a secured vehicle in a locked container,” said Miami-Dade Schools Police Chief Ian A. 
Moffett. “We have policy procedures on it. Our officers go through annual training. They have to qualify 
for it.” 
  

https://wsvn.com/news/local/sheriff-deputies-to-begin-carrying-rifles-on-school-grounds-in-broward/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/sheriff-deputies-to-begin-carrying-rifles-on-school-grounds-in-broward/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Sheriff says deputies will carry rifles at Broward County schools 
BYLINE: Michael Seiden 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/sheriff-says-deputies-will-carry-rifles-
at-broward-county-schools 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - In response to the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 
that left 17 dead and more than a dozen others injured on Valentine's Day in Parkland, Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel said Wednesday that he is planning to issue rifles to trained resource deputies at local 
public schools.  
 
During a news conference, Israel told reporters that Broward County Public Schools Superintendent 
Robert Runcie supported the idea. 
 
"Our deputies, who are qualified and trained, will be carrying rifles on school grounds from this point 
forward," Israel said. 
 
Israel has also faced criticism for the department's response to the shooting. He said there was an 
armed deputy on campus, but he did not fire his gun. 
 
"His response and actions, like everyone else, will be scrutinized," Israel said.  
 
After the death of the 14 students and three adults, Israel said he believed law makers needed to enact 
"common sense" gun laws and said he had a conversation about it with Gov. Rick Scott. 
 
Former student Nikolas Cruz, who confessed to the shooting, legally purchased the AR-15 
semiautomatic rifle when he was 18 years old. 
 
The sheriff also addressed reports that the Coral Springs police chief feels the Broward Sheriff's Office is 
not giving proper credit to Coral Springs and Sunrise police officers who responded to the shooting 
before deputies arrived. 
 
"Shame on anyone who would talk about credit at a time like this," Israel said. "This is about the victims 
and the families who lost their loved ones, and anybody who would worry about credit at a time like this 
is petty." 
  

https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/sheriff-says-deputies-will-carry-rifles-at-broward-county-schools
https://www.local10.com/news/parkland-school-shooting/sheriff-says-deputies-will-carry-rifles-at-broward-county-schools
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MEDIA OUTLET: U.S. News and World Report 
HEADLINE: Easy Fixes to School Security Prove Elusive After Florida Shooting 
BYLINE: Joseph Ax 
 
LINK: https://www.usnews.com/news/top-news/articles/2018-02-22/easy-fixes-to-school-security-
prove-elusive-after-florida-shooting 
 
STORY: Two weeks before a gunman fatally shot 17 people at a Florida high school, Bill Lee, the 
president of the state's school administrators association, warned that Florida's schools were vulnerable 
to just such an attack. 
 
"It's not a matter of if, but when," he wrote in the Orlando Sentinel on Jan. 29, calling on legislators to 
increase school security spending after two January school shootings in other states. "Florida is one 
instance away from becoming the next Kentucky or Texas, and we must do something about it." 
 
Following last week's shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, Lee has 
renewed calls for more money to fund everything from mental health counseling to emergency 
lockdown systems. State lawmakers, facing pressure from angry students, have signaled they will boost 
security funding after failing to do so for years. 
 
"I wish the words had not been so prophetic," Lee said in an interview on Wednesday. 
 
Florida's Safe Schools program provides millions of dollars to more than 70 school districts for safety and 
security. Since 2002-03, however, the program's funding has dropped 25 percent per student, even as 
the threat of mass shootings has risen. 
 
The current budget includes $64.4 million for the eighth straight year, according to state figures. Before 
the shooting, Governor Rick Scott had proposed adding $10 million next year. 
 
Some parents have expressed anger that security measures at the school were not more robust. 
 
"Who do they have on campus? I think there's only security person," said Elana Cohn, 45, who has a 
child at the school. "That's for a school with 3,200 students." 
 
School officials in Broward County, where Stoneman Douglas is located, did not respond to requests for 
comment on security and Safe Schools funding. 
 
'NOT ADEQUATE' 
 
In many ways, Wednesday's massacre highlighted the limits of school security measures – both physical, 
such as fencing and officers, and preventative, such as counseling. 
 
Like many other schools, Stoneman Douglas has a single entry point requiring identification before 
anyone can enter the sprawling campus during school hours. 
 
But as dismissal time nears each day, exterior gates are opened to allow students to leave, said Jerry 
Graziose, the district's former head of school safety. That appears to be how the accused shooter, 19-
year-old former Stoneman Douglas student Nikolas Cruz, got on campus without being stopped. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/top-news/articles/2018-02-22/easy-fixes-to-school-security-prove-elusive-after-florida-shooting
https://www.usnews.com/news/top-news/articles/2018-02-22/easy-fixes-to-school-security-prove-elusive-after-florida-shooting
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"At dismissal, unfortunately, you've got to open the gates to let everyone out," Graziose said. "You've 
got 3,000 people." 
 
Some parents said there had to be a better solution. 
 
"Security was not adequate," said Angela Burrafato, 51, who has one child at the school. "We know we 
can get around the single-point front door entrance, and it's a problem." 
 
Safe Schools funding helps districts pay for school resource officers, or SROs, sworn law enforcement 
personnel assigned to schools from local police departments. 
 
Authorities have said the SRO at Stoneman Douglas from the sheriff's office did not engage with Cruz 
during the attack. It is not clear whether he was elsewhere on campus, which includes several buildings, 
or away from the school entirely. 
 
State data shows Broward County had 160 SROs in 2016, the latest year available, including 39 for the 
district's 30 high schools. That is comparable to or greater than the number in other large districts. 
 
Some staffers hold a dual role as security specialists or campus monitors. They are unarmed but have 
some training, Graziose said. One such employee at Stoneman Douglas, Aaron Feis, was shot to death 
while sheltering students. 
 
Jared Moskowitz, a Democratic Florida state representative and Stoneman Douglas graduate, said one 
officer was not enough. 
 
"It's like a mini-college," he said. "If you're on one side of campus, it takes minutes to get to the other 
side, and this whole thing was over in five minutes." 
 
On Wednesday, Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel told reporters some deputies would begin carrying 
single-shot rifles on school grounds. 
 
U.S. President Donald Trump suggested on Wednesday during a meeting with surviving students that 
arming teachers and other staff could help prevent school massacres. 
 
INTERVENTION, NOT SUSPENSION 
 
Broward County received nearly $6 million this academic year from the Safe Schools program. While 
districts statewide spend more than 80 percent of those funds on SROs, Broward is a notable exception, 
devoting less than half of its safe school money to officers, although it may use local funds to help pay 
for SROs. 
 
Instead, the district has dedicated millions of safe school dollars on an intervention program that diverts 
students who would otherwise be sent home on suspension to off-campus centers, where teachers, 
counselors and social workers are assigned. 
 
The effort earned Broward national attention as a leader in alternative discipline, a way of disrupting the 
"school-to-prison pipeline" by giving troubled children a chance to stay in school. 
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It was not clear whether Cruz, who had a history of infractions before his 2017 expulsion from Stoneman 
Douglas, benefited from that program. The Washington Post reported he was sent to in-school 
suspension as well as off campus, citing school records. 
 
Since the shooting, school administrators across the country have said more counseling is needed to 
intervene when students have emotional problems. 
 
But Lee, the school administrators association president, acknowledged there was no foolproof way of 
stopping a determined gunman without turning school campuses into something akin to military 
installations. 
 
"I really don't know how you prevent someone who is bent on destruction from carrying it out to some 
degree," he said. "We want to be an education system. We don't want to be a mini-prison." 


