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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Police say robbery suspect killed by cops was former charter school executive 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/lauderhill/fl-sb-lauderhill-cops-shooting-deceased-
id-20180110-story.html 
 
STORY: A former charter schools executive — accused of stealing school board funds — was identified 
Wednesday as the man who was shot dead during a confrontation with police officers. 
 
Trayvon Mitchell, 38, of Fort Lauderdale, died Sunday around 7:40 p.m. He was suspected of pointing a 
gun at a man and stealing his book bag at a Plantation bus stop. 
 
Lauderhill police released security videos Wednesday of Mitchell that showed him after the armed 
robbery at 800 N. State Road 7 in Plantation, coming out of a hiding place and apparently carrying a 
handgun while running through an empty parking lot, Lauderhill Police Lt. Michael Santiago said. 
 
Mitchell was pursued by police officers and K-9s from Davie and Plantation to the backyard of a home in 
the 700 block of Northwest 39th Ave. in Lauderhill, where he was shot and died, Santiago said. 
 
At the time of his death, Mitchell, of Fort Lauderdale, was found to be wearing an ankle monitor. 
 
Mitchell was previously affiliated with two charter school companies, Ivy Schools II, Inc. and Next 
Generation Charter School, Inc. In January, 2016, he was charged with two counts of grand theft, 
accused of stealing more than $40,000 but less than $100,000 in 2013 from the Broward County School 
Board. Mitchell had pleaded not guilty. 
 
A Broward Sheriff’s detective found school board money that was supposed to have been spent on 
students — more than $55,000 -- was deposited into Mitchell’s personal bank account, according to an 
arrest report. 
 
Mitchell spent about $20,000 of stolen funds on school operations. A school check card was used to 
spend more than $2,700 on Louis Vuitton bags at a Neiman Marcus store; some of the bags were 
returned to the department store and a credit was made to Mitchell’s personal account, police said. 
 
Mitchell was also accused of using a school check to pay for rooms at a Marriott Residence Inn for 
himself, a more than $2,000 expense. He also used school funds for an airplane ticket and another hotel 
stay, the arrest report said. 
 
“We offer our condolences to the family for their loss,” said Gordon Weekes, Jr., chief assistant public 
defender. “Before we comment further we would like to review the facts of the shooting that led to the 
loss of life.” 
 
The roles of police officers from Davie and Plantation who were present when Mitchell was shot and 
killed Sunday night have not been described, and the officers’ names were not been released by 
Lauderhill Police. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement is investigating the shooting. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Former Wilton Manors cop sentenced on charges of forging documents 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/wilton-manors/fl-sb-wilton-manors-former-cop-
convicted-20180110-story.html 
 
STORY: A former Wilton Manors police officer has been sentenced to probation on charges of filing 
forged documents when he applied to work for the department. 
 
Douglas John Dickinson, 29, surrendered in October and was arrested, accused of filing two letters and a 
form that he presented as being from his former employer, Camden County Police in N.J. 
 
Wilton Manors police fired Dickinson in April, 2017 for not meeting department standards after seven 
months on the job and while he was still on probation. 
 
On Jan. 4, Dickinson pleaded no contest to a single count of uttering a forged instrument. 
 
Judge Edward H. Merrigan Jr. withheld adjudication and ordered Dickinson to serve 18 months’ 
probation, which may be reduced to nine months if there are no violations, according to court 
documents. 
 
Dickinson may transfer his probation case back to New Jersey, where he is from. He also signed an 
affidavit to relinquish his certification as a law enforcement officer in Florida. 
 
“An officer who falsifies documents simply does not belong in law enforcement,” Prosecutor David 
Schulson said Wednesday. 
 
Dickinson’s lawyer, Glenn Roderman, was in court Wednesday and could not be reached for comment. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Female police officers, a growing asset 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-female-police-officers-20171229-
story.html 
 
STORY: The sight of a woman in a police uniform is no longer the novelty it once was. For good and valid 
reasons, police forces have embraced the notion that a diverse workforce strengthens their ability to 
police the communities they serve. 
 
Less common is the sight of women in the chief’s office. Appointment of a woman chief usually merits 
coverage in the newspaper and on local TV. Appointment of five female chiefs gets Page One treatment, 
as it did in the South Florida Sun Sentinel last Sunday in a story by reporter Erika Pesantes. 
 
Those five — from Hallandale, Medley, Miami Gardens, West Palm Beach and Lauderhill — broke the so-
called “brass ceiling” over the last 18 months. They echoed a trend across the nation — six female chiefs 
in North Carolina, seven in Los Angeles County, another in Dallas and one in Oakland. 
 
All that is encouraging, but as a survey by the Associated Press discloses, woman lead only five of the 
nation’s 50 biggest police departments. A 2013 survey counted 169 female chiefs out of 1,500 
departments. 
 
While there is little debate among academics, sociologists and criminologists that the presence of 
female officers enhances the quality of police work, there remains doubt in the overwhelmingly male 
ranks. 
 
A 2005 study of police officers concluded that “the single most problematic issue for women in law 
enforcement is the attitude of their co-workers.” 
 
That explains the growth of organizations that want to grow the number of women in police work in 
general and in leadership in particular. Membership in the National Association of Women Law 
Enforcement Executives, founded 22 years ago, has been on a steady growth curve. 
 
They make the case that the addition of women has improved policing, and a number of studies bear 
them out. 
 
A study by the National Center for Women and Policing found that “females are not as likely to be 
involved in use of force complaints.” 
 
And the Christopher Commission, formed to look into the Rodney King case in Los Angeles, concluded 
that “female officers are better equipped to peacefully resolve potentially violent situations.” 
 
Among the commissions more startling discoveries was the disparity of lawsuit payouts between male 
and female officers. The ratio of male to female payouts was 30-to-one, while the ratio of males to 
females on the force was only four to one. 
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A survey of police attitudes conducted by the Pew Research Center echoes the conclusions of other 
studies. 
 
“Women are less likely than men to say they have physically struggled with a suspect who was resisting 
arrest,” the survey reported. 
 
The same can be said of the need to fire a weapon in the line of duty. Only 11 percent of female officers 
reported firing a service weapon, as compared with 30 percent of male officers. 
 
Asked about the use of aggression in certain situations, 48 percent of female officers supported that 
approach, as opposed to 58 percent of male officers. 
 
In other words, the male police officer too often lives up to the stereotypical portrait of the tough cop, 
gruff, stern, quick to act, confrontational. His female counterpart is seen as — and is — softer, more 
prone to talk down violent behavior than to face it physically. 
 
So while the maternal and compassionate attributes of women have hindered their advancement, “it is 
that same role that is now emerging as their shining asset,” reports Lorene M. Sandifer in her study, 
“Police Use of Force: Does Gender Make a Difference?” 
 
“It seems apparent that the soft-spoken female officer that chooses to de-escalate a potentially violent 
situation verbally, and leans on communication instead of violence and brawn, should be recognized as 
an asset,” she concluded. 
 
There is, of course, a need for the kind of approach taken by the bulk of male officers when the situation 
demands it. But an overly aggressive police response to street crime too often has resulted in riot and 
massive civil disobedience. 
 
It is clear that the addition of female perspectives can make a significant difference in improving 
relations between police officers and the citizens they serve. 
 
And it is equally clear that department-wide change will only come with more women in the ranks and 
in the chief’s chair. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Palm Beach Post 
HEADLINE: Appeals court tosses $22.4 million verdict against PBSO in shooting 
BYLINE: Jane Musgrave 
 
LINK: http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/appeals-court-tosses-million-verdict-against-
pbso-shooting/PEtrLt5ixFRdzVvxHYNIqM/ 
 
STORY: A federal appeals court on Wednesday threw out a $22.4 million verdict against the Palm Beach 
County Sheriff’s Office — the largest in the agency’s history — in connection with a 2013 shooting that 
left a 24-year-old West Palm Beach man paralyzed from the waist down. 
 
In a split decision, a widely divided 11th Circuit Court of Appeals ordered a new trial on claims by 
Dontrell Stephens that sheriff’s Deputy Adams Lin used excessive force when he shot the unarmed 
Stephens four times. The shooting, captured on Lin’s dashboard video camera, occurred seconds after 
the deputy stopped Stephens for riding his bicycle erratically on Haverhill Road, south of Okeechobee 
Boulevard. 
 
Two of the three judges on the panel ruled that instructions U.S. Magistrate Barry Seltzer gave jurors in 
the 2016 trial in Fort Lauderdale were flawed. It was up to Seltzer — not the jury — to decide whether 
Lin was within his rights as a police officer to shoot Stephens if he reasonably believed his life was in 
danger, the appeals court ruled. Instead, Seltzer improperly allowed the jury to make the decision of 
whether Lin was entitled to what is known as qualified immunity. 
 
“The question of what circumstances existed at the time of the encounter is a question of fact for the 
jury — but the question of whether the officer’s perceptions and attendant actions were objectively 
reasonable under those circumstances is a question of law for the court,” Judges Gerald Tjoflat and 
Eduardo Robreno wrote, tossing out the verdict. 
 
Breaking with his colleagues, Judge Charles Wilson penned a withering 16-page dissent. Seltzer’s jury 
instructions followed rules established by the U.S. Supreme Court, he wrote. If the jury believed 
Stephens posed a threat to Lin, they would not have found the officer used excessive force, he wrote. 
Further, he said, Seltzer used the jury’s findings to determine that Lin violated Stephens’ constitutional 
rights. 
 
“I see no reversible error,” Wilson wrote. 
 
Not only would he have upheld the jury verdict, Wilson said he would have allowed a jury to decide 
whether Sheriff Ric Bradshaw was responsible for the shooting by creating an atmosphere that stoked 
deputies’ appetites to fire their weapons. 
 
Noting that Bradshaw settled 16 excessive force lawsuits between 2009 and 2013, issued press 
statements backing deputies before investigations were complete and promoted Lin to sergeant after 
the shooting, Wilson said there was ample evidence that Bradshaw had a de facto policy allowing 
deputies to use deadly force. 
 
“The unconstitutionality of Stephens’ shooting alone could arguably be enough to find a custom of 
tolerating excessive force,” Wilson wrote. 
 

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/appeals-court-tosses-million-verdict-against-pbso-shooting/PEtrLt5ixFRdzVvxHYNIqM/
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Praising Wilson’s dissent, Stephens’ attorney Jack Scarola vowed to appeal. He said he would ask all 18 
members of the Atlanta-based court to overturn the panel’s decision. If unsuccessful, he said he would 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
If those efforts fail, he said he is “ready, willing and able” to retry the case. “We are confident that no 
jury will ever find that the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office was justified in shooting this unarmed 
bicyclist in the back,” Scarola said. The video showed a bullet struck Stephens as he was running away, 
severing his spine. 
 
In a statement, the sheriff’s office commended the court’s decision and lauded Lin. While there were no 
allegations that the shooting was racially motivated, the sheriff’s office statement pointed out that Lin, 
who is of Asian descent, “is a minority himself.” Further, it said, he has “fostered an African-American 
child.” 
 
Lin “reasonably” believed a cellphone Stephens was holding was a gun, it continued. Lin fired in self 
defense, it said. 
 
“Sgt. Lin then saved Mr. Stephens life due to the fact that he had extensive medical training as a result 
of serving his country as a member of the U.S. Army while on deployment in Afghanistan in 2008,” the 
agency said. 
 
John Kazanjian, president of the Police Benevolent Association of Palm Beach County, said the appeals 
court made the right call. “The Supreme Court has ruled that a police officer can’t be second-guessed if 
he believes his life is threatened,” he said. “If they get another trial, it will go the way we intended it to 
go with the sheriff and Adams Lin not being forced to pay damages.” 
 
Lin, he said, has been through a lot. In an unusual move, Scarola had Lin’s household goods seized to be 
sold at auction to begin paying off the judgment. Seltzer later ordered Lin’s car, TV, clothes, golf clubs 
and other items to be returned, saying Lin proved the seizure would leave him destitute. 
 
Scarola said he took the rare action because Stephens desperately needed the money. He was living on 
the streets while suffering horrific health problems common to paraplegics. In October 2016, he was 
arrested for selling a small amount of cocaine, marijuana and cough syrup to an undercover sheriff’s 
deputy. His attorney in that case, Ian Goldstein, said Stephens was targeted because of the federal jury 
verdict. 
 
After his arrest on the drug charges, Stephens was released to a rehab center in Mount Dora that 
specializes in caring for people with spinal injuries. At Scarola and Goldstein’s urging, community 
members later rallied to provide money for his housing. However, Scarola has said, Stephens’ situation 
is desperate. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Videos Show Suspect With Gun Before Fatal Officer-Involved Shooting: Lauderhill Police 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Videos-Show-Suspect-With-Gun-Before-Fatal-Officer-
Involved-Shooting-Lauderhill-Police-468652143.html 
 
STORY: Surveillance videos show an armed robbery suspect running from officers and taking a firearm 
out of his waistband moments before he was killed in a police-involved shooting in Lauderhill, police 
said Wednesday. 
 
The videos show the moments before the fatal encounter between officers and 38-year-old Trayvon 
Mitchell in the 700 block of Northwest 39th Avenue Sunday night, after officers from Lauderhill 
responded to an armed robbery in the area. 
 
Officers from Plantation and Davie also responded to the scene and set up a perimeter, and a short time 
later encountered Mitchell behind a home, police said. Shots were fired and Mitchell was killed at the 
scene. 
 
According to police, the surveillance videos show Mitchell leaving a hiding space and activating a motion 
sensor light. At one point, he looks over his shoulder and removes a firearm from his waistband as 
officers approached, police said. 
 
Mitchell appears to wave the firearm then flees with the firearm in his hand, police said. The video 
doesn't show the shooting. 
 
"We did in fact find a firearm next to the suspect at the scene," Lauderhill Police Lt. Michael Santiago 
said. 
 
Police said no Lauderhill officers fired their weapons. Davie Police have confirmed that one of their K-9 
officers fired his weapon but it's unknown if he shot Mitchell. The officers has been placed on 
administrative leave. 
 
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement is investigating the shooting. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Miami Police officer arrested, charged for cocaine possession 
BYLINE: Ann Keil 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/miami-police-officer-charged-arrested-for-cocaine-possession/ 
 
STORY: MIAMI (WSVN) - A Miami Police officer has been arrested and charged with cocaine possession, 
months after he was allegedly caught consuming the substance at a popular Downtown Miami 
nightclub. 
 
According to court documents, 25-year-old Adrian Santos, a two-and-a-half year member of the 
department, was partying at E11even in the early hours of Nov. 18. The release stated witnesses saw 
him with a plastic baggie containing a white powdery substance. 
 
A nightclub employee alleged Santos, who was off-duty and not in uniform, inhaled the substance. 
Investigators said a security camera appeared to confirm the witness’ account. 
 
The club’s security director spoke with Santos, took the plastic baggie and escorted him out of the 
premises and into the hands of off-duty Miami Police officers working a security detail outside. 
 
It was then that all involved found out Santos was a police officer. 
 
“I think what makes this case so particularly important and egregious is that it was a police officer,” said 
Miami-Dade State Attorney Katherine Fernandez Rundle. 
 
Upon completion of a forensic analysis, the substance was confirmed to be cocaine. 
 
Santos’ drug test came back positive. He was arrested Tuesday and charged with possession of cocaine. 
 
Miami Mayor Francis Suarez and members of the law enforcement community held a news conference 
on Tuesday to address Santos’ actions. 
 
“Behavior that is unbecoming of being an officer or being a firefighter in the City of Miami will not be 
tolerated,” said Miami Mayor Francis Suarez. 
 
Miami Police Chief Rodolfo Llanos said Santos’ actions are unbecoming of a law enforcer. “We hold 
officers to a higher standard than this, and we cannot allow this to occur,” he said. 
 
“Law enforcement officers have a higher standard,” echoed Fernandez Rundle, “and in this case, Adrian 
Santos disappointed his colleagues, disappointed his family and disappointed this community.” 
 
Llanos said Santos betrayed the badge and his brothers and sisters in blue. “From the initial uniformed 
response to the internal affairs investigation, and to the moment he was taken into custody, our agency 
firmly rejected Mr. Santos’ behavior and with one voice said, ‘You do not deserve to be a police officer,'” 
he said. 
 
Suarez said they are discussing Santos’ conduct on a day that aims to celebrate those who protect and 
serve across the country. “It’s sad that on National Law Enforcement Awareness Day, where we take a 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/miami-police-officer-charged-arrested-for-cocaine-possession/
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moment to appreciate the work of our good and fine officers – many of whom are here with us today – 
that we have to hold one of our officers accountable for behavior that is unacceptable,” he said. 
 
Santos has been relieved of duty pending his termination. He is fighting that decision. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Newly released video shows moments before fatal police-involved shooting 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/newly-released-video-shows-moments-before-fatal-police-involved-
shooting/ 
 
STORY: LAUDERHILL, FLA. (WSVN) - Lauderhill Police have released surveillance video that captured the 
moments before a fatal shooting involving their officers. 
 
Cameras were rolling Sunday night as the subject ran from police near Northwest 39th Avenue and 
Northwest Seventh Place. 
 
Shots were fired at the scene, killing 38-year-old Trayvon Mitchell. 
 
According to police, a firearm was found near Mitchell’s body. He was suspected of an armed robbery at 
a bus stop in Plantation. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Video shows man with gun in hand before police-involved shooting in Lauderhill 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/surveillance-video-shows-man-with-gun-in-hand-before-
police-involved-shooting-in-lauderhill 
 
STORY: LAUDERHILL, Fla. - Surveillance video released Wednesday shows a man waving what appeared 
to be a gun in the air before running away before a police-involved shooting in Lauderhill. 
 
The suspect, who was killed by police, was identified Wednesday as Trayvon Mitchell, 38. 
 
Lauderhill police Lt. Michael Santiago said the shooting Sunday night stemmed from an armed robbery. 
 
Santiago said the victim stood at a bus stop near the 800 block of State Road 7 and flagged down an 
officer who was driving in the area. The victim told the officer that a man pointed a gun at him, stole his 
backpack and then ran into a nearby neighborhood. 
 
A Lauderhill officer spotted someone who matched the description of the robber running away, and 
police established a perimeter in the area. 
 
Santiago said officers encountered the suspect behind a home on Northwest 39th Avenue and were 
forced to shoot him. 
 
Mitchell was pronounced dead at the scene. Santiago said a gun was found near his body. 
 
Police said the newly released surveillance video shows Mitchell leaving his hiding place before he set 
off a motion-senor light. 
 
He then looked over his shoulder as police got closer to him and pulled out a gun from his waistband, 
authorities said. 
 
Santiago said officers from Plantation and Davie were involved in the shooting, and no officers from 
Lauderhill fired their guns. 
 
The officers who fired the shots were placed on administrative leave pending the outcome of the 
investigation. 
 
No officers were injured. 
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