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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Three killed, one cop hurt in separate shootings 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez and Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/fl-sb-lauderdale-lakes-deputy-shooting-20171206-story.html 
 
STORY: South Florida cops and deputies fired their weapons in three separate incidents Wednesday 
afternoon, when in all, three men were killed and one officer was wounded, authorities said. 
 
After threatening suicide, 71-year-old Robert Page engaged in a standoff of about 90 minutes with a 
Coral Springs SWAT team. At least two officers fired and killed him when he came out of his house 
carrying a shotgun, said Keyla Concepcion, a spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff’s Office, which will 
handle the investigation. 
 
“Whatever moves he made were threatening to the officers,” Concepcion said. 
 
Police had been at the home the night before the shooting responding to a reported disturbance, 
Concepcion said. The situation was resolved without incident. 
 
Police returned to the home in the 11200 block of 11th Court about 1 p.m. Wednesday. The shooting 
happened about 90 minutes later, Concepcion said. 
 
Page’s neighbor across the street, Shermika Lyons, said she thought she heard a gunshot about 2:45 
p.m. but convinced herself that it must have been something else. 
 
Her suspicion was confirmed a little later, she said, when she looked outside and saw crime-scene tape 
draped around her neighbor’s home, police cars lining the street and what looked like soldiers huddled 
together across from Page’s house. 
 
“And that’s when I knew I did hear a gunshot,” Lyons said. “Absolutely that must have been what it 
was.” 
 
Lyons said she did not know her neighbor other than to exchange waves when he was in his driveway or 
yard. 
 
Meanwhile, in Lauderdale Lakes a Broward Sheriff’s deputy shot and killed a man after a “violent 
struggle” late Wednesday afternoon, the agency said. 
 
Neither the dead man who was shot around 5 p.m. nor the deputy was identified by the sheriff’s office. 
 
The gunfire happened at 3610 NW 21st St. when a deputy called for back-up after “he was confronted 
by a man who attacked him,” said Veda Coleman-Wright, a spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff’s 
Office. 
 
The deputy and the man struggled. “It appeared the deputy was losing the fight,” she said. A distress call 
was made and back up deputies arrived at the scene. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/fl-sb-lauderdale-lakes-deputy-shooting-20171206-story.html
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“One of the deputies who arrived during the scuffle saw something that caused him to fire his gun,” 
Coleman-Wright said. 
 
Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue took to the shot man to a Fort Lauderdale hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. 
 
Earlier in the day and further south, a Miami-Dade county officer exchanged gunfire with a suspected 
shoplifter at a Walmart store. Officer Manuel Gonzalez, 31, was shot multiple times and survived; David 
Facen, 54, of Miami, did not. 
 
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement is investigating the Miami and Lauderdale Lakes incidents. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Cop accused of stealing $6,500 during drug search 
BYLINE: WPEC-CBS12 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-west-palm-cop-arrest-20171206-story.html 
 
STORY: A West Palm Beach police officer is accused of stealing thousands of dollars from a home that 
was being searched during a narcotics investigation. 
 
Zachary Immler, 31, was arrested Tuesday on a charge of grand theft. 
 
The theft happened Oct. 25 as officers served a search warrant at a home at 950 29th Street, police said. 
 
An occupant of the home told a supervisor on scene about money and illegal narcotics inside the 
residence. Agents went inside and only found narcotics. 
 
According to police, agents later discovered the cash, $6,520 in Immler's possession. 
 
The stolen money was found stuffed inside a latex glove that was in a bag inside Immler’s car, police 
said. 
 
Immler has been relieved of duty and placed on administrative leave. 
 
In a prepared, emailed statement, West Palm Beach Police Sgt. Dave Lefont, a spokesman for the 
department said: 
 
“The West Palm Beach Police Department holds its employees to the highest professional standards. 
When we learned of the potential breach of public trust, it was immediately investigated, determined to 
be criminal in nature, and criminal charges were filed against the employee.” 
 
The president of the Palm Beach County Police Benevolent Association says Immler is the son of the 
former Boynton Beach Police Chief Matthew Immler. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-west-palm-cop-arrest-20171206-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale ranked least safe of 182 U.S. metro areas, WalletHub study says 
BYLINE: Brett Clarkson 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-reg-fort-lauderdale-wallethub-
least-safest-20171206-story.html 
 
STORY: With one of the highest rates of traffic fatalities per capita in the United States, Fort Lauderdale 
is dead last in a ranking of the 182 safest metro areas, according to a new study by personal finance 
website WalletHub. 
 
And that’s a list that includes cities that have drawn attention in recent years for violent crime — places 
like Chicago, which was ranked 135, and Baltimore, which was 151. 
 
The nation’s two largest cities, New York (132) and Los Angeles (143), were deemed safer than Fort 
Lauderdale. 
 
So what led to the Venice of America getting slapped with such a dubious distinction? 
 
The WalletHub study considered the various ways in which a person can feel threatened or insecure into 
three larger categories: home and community safety, natural disaster risk, and financial safety. 
 
The community safety category took into account crime and public safety, looking at metrics like the 
rates of various crimes including murder. 
 
The natural disaster risk considered the probability of each metro area facing earthquakes, floods, hail, 
hurricane storm surge, tornadoes or wildfires. 
 
The third, financial safety, took into account the unemployment rate as well as the rates of poverty, 
foreclosure, identity theft and others. 
 
The study ranked the importance of each of these three general categories, with more weight given to 
home and community safety than the other two. 
 
Fort Lauderdale was ranked 147 when it came to most traffic fatalities per capita. 
 
Fort Lauderdale also was among the worst cities for financial safety, as it was a four-way tie for the 115 
spot when it comes to percentage of households with emergency savings. The three other cities all are 
in South Florida: Miami, Hialeah and Pembroke Pines. 
 
For reasons that were not clear, a ranking for natural disaster risk wasn’t available for Fort Lauderdale — 
despite the threat of hurricanes. 
 
Rounding out the Top 5 safest cities, in order, were, Nashua, N.H.; South Burlington, Vt.; Warwick, R.I.; 
Columbia, Md.; and Gilbert, Ariz. 
 
The highest-ranking cities in Florida were Cape Coral (22), Pembroke Pines (30) and Port St. Lucie (52). 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-reg-fort-lauderdale-wallethub-least-safest-20171206-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-reg-fort-lauderdale-wallethub-least-safest-20171206-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Missing client cash and fraud put lawyers on this month’s Florida Bar discipline report 
BYLINE: David J. Neal 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/article188520404.html  
 
STORY: Drugs, “misappropriating” funds (also known as “stealing”), fraud and accusations of fraud 
caused several Miami-Dade and Broward attorneys to be suspended or disbarred, according to the 
Florida Bar’s monthly discipline report. 
 
▪ Hollywood’s Mizell Campbell Jr. (University of Miami, admitted to the Bar in 2003) earned the rare 
punishment of an emergency suspension order for, the Florida Bar says, mixing trust funds with his own 
money and “misappropriating at least $19,993 client trust funds for his own benefit.” 
 
The “misappropriating” started in March 2016, the Bar says, after $510,587 came into Campbell’s trust 
account when he was the escrow agent in the sale of a dry cleaning chain. Over two weeks, Campbell 
properly disbursed $483,353.32, but “misappropriated” $11,844.96, including $4,344 in cash 
withdrawals. Eventually, the trust account got down to 25 cents, Campbell drew on his personal 
checking account for an $11,611 check related to the closing of the dry cleaner chain sale. 
 
That check bounced. The Bar called Campbell’s attempt to make good on the bounced check with 
money unrelated to the sale, “similar to a Ponzi scheme.” 
 
▪ Aventura’s Ronny Halperin (University of Miami School of Law, admitted in 1990) went for a 
disciplinary revocation, which the Bar states is “tantamount to disbarrment.” He can seek readmission 
after five years although the Florida Record says Halperin has been retired since 2015. His future, 
immediate and five years from now, is more up in the air than most people’s are. Halperin’s awaiting 
sentencing after pleading guilty in New York to criminal possession of stolen property and scheme to 
defraud in the first degree. What you won’t find on Halperin’s 10-year Bar discipline record is the 
$325,060 Halperin had to pony up after the Securities and Exchange Commission alleged in federal court 
that Halperin was part of a “pump-and-dump” stock scheme. 
 
▪ The Bar couldn’t find Cooper City lawyer Melissa Heaton (University of Virginia, admitted in 2007) after 
suspending her 91 days for not communicating with a client after being retained. When suspended, 
Heaton didn’t communicate that to clients or opposing counsel as she was supposed to nor did she she 
communicate any new addresses to the Bar. Letters to her bounced back with a forwarding address, 
then letters to that address bounced back. That got her a three-year suspension. According to Broward 
Court online records, Heaton, 37, is in Davie. The Department of Corrections website says Heaton’s in 
Wilton Manors, on probation after being caught with heroin, methamphetamine, oxymorphoine and 
hydrocodone in 2015 and fentanyl, heroin and meth in March. 
 
For not communicating the 2015 legal problems to the Bar, Heaton’s under suspension until further 
notice. 
 
▪ Aura Olivas (Nova Southeastern Law, admitted in 2002) has been disbarred for “misappropriating” 
client trust funds and ordered to pay restitution of $305,305 to Claudia Solano. Olivas represented 
Solano in the sale of a gas station. Solano said Olivas sent her only $100,000 of the $405,305 owed. The 

http://www.miamiherald.com/article188520404.html
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referee’s report says when Olivas’ five trust accounts should have contained at least the remaining 
$305,305 owed Solano, they had $492.27. 
 
In addition to shorting Solano, Olivas ignored a Bar request and a subpoena asking for her trust account 
records. 
 
▪ Mark Spatz (Pace University, admitted 1987) also took disciplinary revocation. His pending discipline 
matter before the bar concerns patient brokering, ambulance chasing taken to a new fraudulent level. 
The fraudulent part interested the Broward Sheriff’s Office, which rounded up Spatz, lawyers Adam 
Hurtig, Alexander Kapetan, Vincent Pravato and Steven Slootsky in September and hit them with piles of 
patient brokering charges. Spatz, 58, is facing 11 counts of patient brokering, along with 
communications fraud and illegal use of a communications device. 
 
As described by BSO in court documents, the lawyers paid people such as tow company or body shop 
workers to put connect them with accident victims. The attorney would refer the crash victim to a 
healthcare facility paying the attorney for the referral. “After the patient was brokered to the healthcare 
facility, the facility was then able to begin treatment and bill the auto insurance companies for claims 
covered by (personal injury protection) benefits, which resulted in fraud on the insurance companies.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: At least two cops open fire on man with a shotgun in standoff, BSO says. The man died. 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article188429039.html 
 
STORY: At least two Coral Springs police officers opened fire Wednesday on a suicidal man holding a 
shotgun after a standoff in front of a home, according to the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Officers responded to a home in the 11000 block of Northwest 11th Court at around 1 p.m. and found 
the man barricaded inside, BSO said. Officers had been called to the same home the night before for a 
disturbance, but the details were not immediately available. 
 
Keyla Concepcion, a spokeswoman for BSO, said officers learned the unidentified man was a veteran 
and had weapons in the home. 
 
The department’s SWAT team and negotiators were called to the home, Concepcion said. At some point, 
the man exited with the shotgun. 
 
Negotiators continued to talk to him, trying to get him to surrender, according to Concepcion. 
 
“At least two officers felt threatened by his actions and opened fire,” she said. It wasn’t immediately 
clear what caused the officers to shoot at around 2:30 p.m. 
 
The man died outside the home. No officers were injured. 
 
The Sun-Sentinel identified the victim as Robert Page, 71. 
 
Coral Springs police has asked BSO to investigate the shooting. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article188429039.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Senator files complaint against Latvala for interfering in investigation 
BYLINE: Mary Ellen Klas 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article188239494.html 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE-Accusing Sen. Jack Latvala of a “scorched-earth approach” to defame his accuser, 
a Democratic senator from Hollywood lodged a new formal complaint against the Clearwater 
Republican, accusing him of violating Senate rules by attempting to intimidate witnesses in the sexual 
harassment investigation against him. 
 
Sen. Lauren Book, a freshman legislator and member of the Senate Rules Committee, filed the complaint 
with Senate Rules Committee Chair Lizbeth Benacquisto, R-Fort Myers, late Tuesday. The four-page 
complaint alleges that Latvala violated the Senate rules by using “undue influence” to interfere with the 
investigation against him and for violating the confidentiality agreement he signed with the Senate. 
 
“It appears the Senator may have engaged in behavior that violates the trust we sought to establish, and 
which every alleged victim of misconduct deserves, by potentially victimizing, or re-victimizing, the 
complainant,” wrote Book, herself a childhood victim of sexual abuse. “It appears by many accounts that 
Sen. Latvala and his legal team are engaging in the very same type of courtroom tactics practiced by 
criminal defense lawyers in sexual assault cases, both childhood and adult.” 
 
Book’s complaint is likely to set in motion another probe by the Senate into Latvala’s actions. The 66-
year-old veteran lawmaker is in the fight of his political career as he attempts to fend off a rules 
complaint and two Senate investigations over sexual harassment claims by Senate legislative aide, 
Rachel Perrin Rogers, and five other unnamed accusers. 
Never miss a local story. 
 
Rogers filed a formal complaint against Latvala on Nov. 5, accusing him of sexually harassing her over 
the course of four years, including groping her in a crowded Senate elevator, inappropriately touching 
her in a Tallahassee bar and making numerous harassing comments. 
 
Latvala, who has temporarily stepped down as the Senate’s powerful appropriations chairman, denies 
the allegations and has hired two attorneys to interview witnesses under oath to attest to his character 
and prepare his defense. He said Tuesday he was disappointed in Book for filing the complaint. 
 
“I’m so sad to hear that,” he said. “She’s a wonderful young lady and called me her second father since 
she’s been in the Senate. This is almost over, and there’s people who don’t want it to be over.” 
 
He said that Book also violated the Senate rules by releasing the complaint publicly. “Complaints are 
confidential. That’s just grandstanding,” he said. 
 
The Senate has hired retired Judge Ronald V. Swanson to serve as special master and investigate Rogers’ 
complaint, interview witnesses under oath, and prepare a report to the Senate Rules Committee about 
his findings. If he suggests there is probable cause to believe Rogers, the Senate must conduct a formal 
hearing into the allegations. If Latvala is found guilty, punishment could include censure or removal from 
office. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article188239494.html
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“The rush to judgment and the people who don’t want the process finished want me tried and convicted 
before we have the information presented,” Latvala said in an interview with reporters on Monday. He 
counters that Rogers has not provided proof of her allegations, and that the matter has come down to a 
“he-said, she-said dispute.” 
 
Book’s complaint accuses Latvala of suggesting on a television news show that the complainant 
“happens to be the wife of a political consultant.” Rogers’ husband, Brian Hughes, is a campaign 
consultant for several Republican legislators and other elected officials. 
 
Latvala said he made the remark a day before Rogers filed her formal complaint and “that was just my 
speculation.” Rogers’ attorney, Tiffany Cruz, disputes those dates, saying that Latvala “had her name 
when he did the Political Connections interview.” 
 
Book said that Latvala “went on the attack” by attempting to discredit Rogers when he prepared a list of 
women from whom to seek affidavits attesting to his character. 
 
“He did have a choice, to let his lawyers handle the matter and not use his undue influence to mount a 
defense, while pursuing these affidavits,” Book wrote. 
 
Latvala said Tuesday: “I haven’t used my undue influence. I didn’t make any of the calls. I’ve got a 
telephone full of text messages from people saying: ‘You’ve never done this stuff. What can we do to 
help you?’ I had other people reach back out to these folks.” 
 
Book’s complaint followed a statement from the Florida Democratic Party calling for Latvala’s 
resignation. 
 
“Jack Latvala’s behavior is unacceptable and there is no place for it in our government or our state,” said 
Johanna Cervone, a party spokesperson. “Using a position of power to harass, touch, demean and 
pressure women — or anyone else — is wrong, plain and simple. Now, Latvala’s smear campaign against 
Rachel Perrin Rogers has resulted in her needing armed security. He must resign.” 
 
The party also blasted Senate President Joe Negron for his “mishandling of the complaint filed against 
Latvala,” and said that it “has resulted in an environment where women continue to feel unsafe and 
afraid to come forward.” 
 
Several senators polled by the Herald/Times said they also were not prepared to make a decision 
without seeing the evidence as presented by the special master. 
 
“It’s critically important for a lot of people to calm down,” said Sen. David Simmons, a Republican lawyer 
from Altamonte Springs. 
 
Sen. Bill Montford, a Tallahassee Democrat, said he was “just waiting for the facts” and the report from 
the special master. “There’s too much at risk not to do that,” he said. 
 
Meanwhile, the war between Rogers and Latvala continues to play out in the media. 
 
Last week, Latvala’s attorneys attempted to raise doubts about Rogers by filing an affidavit with the 
special master from Lillian Tysinger, a 22-year-old aide who worked with Rogers in the Senate Majority 
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Office. Tysinger, a Stuart native, joined the office after working on the political campaigns of Negron, 
and his wife, Rebecca, who failed in her campaign for Congress. 
 
The day after Rogers made the complaint against Latvala, Negron reassigned Tysinger to the Senate 
secretary’s office and gave her an $11,000 salary reduction. Negron’s office cited no specific reason for 
Tysinger’s reassignment other than to say that the decision to reassign her “was an internal staffing 
decision unrelated to any allegation of sexual harassment.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Two men killed by Broward law enforcement officers in separate incidents on the same day 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article188439324.html 
 
STORY: A 911 call reporting a disturbance in a Lauderdale Lakes apartment complex led to a fatal 
deputy-involved shooting Wednesday afternoon, according to the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
 
It was the second fatal shooting involving a law enforcement officer in Broward on Wednesday. 
 
In the BSO incident, deputies responded to 3610 NW 21st St. at about 4:45 p.m. Wednesday after the 
call came into the regional communications center, BSO said. 
 
According to BSO, an arriving deputy was “confronted by a man who attacked him.” 
Never miss a local story. 
 
Sign up today for a free 30 day free trial of unlimited digital access. 
 
“An independent witness described a violent struggle between the man and the deputy,” Veda 
Coleman-Wright, a BSO spokeswoman, said in an email. 
 
Broward Sheriff Scott Israel said Wednesday evening that the deputy was “violently attacked by a 
subject.” 
 
“He was on his back,” he said. “He was in a dangerous situation.” 
 
Israel said that’s when a backup deputy began to shoot. 
 
“One of our backup deputies saw something which caused him to fire his firearm,” he said. 
 
The man was taken to Broward Health Medical Center, where he died. The deputy was not injured. 
 
Miami Herald news partner CBS4 identified the man as Pedro Pierre, a businessman from Haiti. 
 
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement will investigate. 
 
This came only hours after a fatal police-involved shooting in Coral Springs. In that case, at least two 
Coral Springs police officers opened fire on a man with a shotgun after a standoff, police say. He died at 
the scene. The Sun-Sentinel identified the victim as Robert Page, 71. 
 
Also Wednesday, an off-duty Miami-Dade police officer was injured in a gunfight at a Liberty City 
Walmart that left a suspected shoplifter dead. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article188439324.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Fatal police-involved shooting under investigation in Coral Springs 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/fatal-police-involved-shooting-under-investigation-in-coral-springs/ 
 
STORY: CORAL SPRINGS, FLA. (WSVN) - Police responded to a situation of a suicidal man, which led to a 
police-involved shooting in Coral Springs. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office are investigating the scene along Northwest 11th Court, Wednesday 
afternoon. 
 
Coral Springs Police responded to the suicidal man around 1 p.m., and officials said the shooting 
happened after a confrontation between the armed, barricaded man and police. 
 
The subject was later pronounced dead at the scene. No one else was injured. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/fatal-police-involved-shooting-under-investigation-in-coral-springs/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: BSO investigates fatal police-involved shooting in Coral Springs 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/bso-investigates-fatal-police-involved-shooting-in-coral-
springs- 
 
STORY: CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. - Broward Sheriff's Office detectives are investigating a police-involved 
shooting that was reported Wednesday in Coral Springs. 
 
BSO spokeswoman Keyla Concepcion said Coral Springs police officers were called to the area of 11293 
NW 11th Court about 1 p.m. regarding a suicidal man who was armed. 
 
Concepcion said Robert Page, 71, barricaded himself, resulting in a standoff with police. 
 
She said the shooting happened when Page, armed with a shotgun, confronted the Coral Springs SWAT 
team and refused their commands. 
 
Page, a military veteran, was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
No one else was injured in the shooting, Concepcion said.  
 
The officers involved in the shooting were placed on administrative leave pending the outcome of the 
investigation. 
  

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/bso-investigates-fatal-police-involved-shooting-in-coral-springs-
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/bso-investigates-fatal-police-involved-shooting-in-coral-springs-
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: 1 killed in deputy-involved shooting in Lauderdale Lakes 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/1-killed-in-deputy-involved-shooting-in-lauderdale-lakes 
 
STORY: LAUDERDALE LAKES, Fla. - A man was killed Wednesday afternoon in a deputy-involved shooting 
in Lauderdale Lakes, authorities said. 
 
The shooting was reported at an apartment complex at 3610 NW 21st St. 
 
Sky 10 was above the scene shortly before 5:30 p.m. as deputies taped off the scene. 
 
Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue Battalion Chief Michael Kane said the man was taken to Broward Health 
Medical Center, where he died of his injuries.  
 
Witnesses at the scene identify the man as Jean Pedro Pierre, a former club owner who once ran for 
office in Haiti. 
 
It was unclear whether Pierre was armed. 
 
BSO spokeswoman Veda Coleman-Wright confirmed that he was shot after deputies were called at 4:44 
p.m. about a domestic disturbance between a man and a woman at the apartment. 
 
Coleman-Wright said the shooting will be investigated by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
  

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/1-killed-in-deputy-involved-shooting-in-lauderdale-lakes
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Walmart shoplifting suspect killed after shooting officer, police say 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/officer-shot-walmart 
 
STORY: MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, Fla. - A Miami-Dade police officer was wounded and another person was 
killed in a police-involved shooting Wednesday outside a Walmart. 
 
The shooting was reported about 1 p.m. in the parking lot of a Walmart on Northwest 79th Street near 
Northwest 32nd Avenue. 
 
Miami-Dade police said Officer Manuel Gonzalez, 31, was working an off-duty detail at the Walmart. 
 
Detective Argemis Colome said Gonzalez suspected David Facen, 54, of Miami, had shoplifted from the 
store. When confronted in the parking lot, Facen pulled out a gun and shot Gonzalez several times, 
Colome said. 
 
Gonzalez then returned fire, fatally wounding Facen, Colome said. 
 
David Facen was fatally shot after he was confronted by a Miami-Dade police officer outside a Walmart. 
Miami-Dade Police Director Juan Perez said Gonzalez was "born again" after he survived being shot 
multiple times. 
 
"At close range, he was able to survive multiple gunshot wounds," Perez said. 
 
Gonzalez, who is married with two children, was taken to Jackson Memorial Hospital, where he was 
listed in stable condition. Police said he is expected to recover. 
 
Gonzalez's family gathered at the hospital on Wednesday night and said the officer was in good spirits. 
 
Facen was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
State prison records show Facen has a violent criminal past. He was previously convicted of second-
degree murder in 1992 and sentenced to 20 years in prison. 
 
Facen was also sent to prison in 2005 for battery on a law enforcement officer or firefighter. He was 
released on Nov. 28, 2016, after serving about 12 years of a 15-year sentence.  
 
Facen's son, Roscoe, said he wants more answers about the shooting. 
 
"We want to know what actually took place. What actually happened? What went wrong? He's not like 
this," Roscoe Facen told Local 10. 
 
Gonzalez has been an officer with the Miami-Dade Police Department for more than six years. 
 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/officer-shot-walmart
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A witness told Local 10 what he saw while shopping with his family. The man, who would only identify 
himself as Todd, said Gonzalez was demanding someone inside the store to stop, but the person kept 
walking. 
 
Todd said the suspect kept defying the officer, saying he had done nothing wrong. After continuing to 
ignore the officer, the man turned and fired multiple shots, at which point the officer fired back, Todd 
said. 
 
 WPLG 1 of 81 killed in police-involved shooting at Miami-Dade County Walmart 
Todd believed the two men fired 15 to 18 rounds of ammunition. 
 
"They were just shooting at each other like it was the wild west at Walmart," Todd said. "And I've never 
seen anything like this before." 
 
A view from Sky 10 showed a dozen evidence markers on the ground in the Walmart parking lot. A 
yellow tarp could be seen between two cars. 
 
Other customers told Local 10 News they heard what sounded like firecrackers. 
 
"We were confused because I thought it was fireworks. We didn't know," Joanna Gonzalez said. "So 
when we saw people walking, we walked to where the sound came from. We saw an officer being held 
by a lady because he was shot in the side -- on his left side under his arm. We took care of him. We were 
concerned because he was dazed -- probably ready to faint -- so other people came and we gathered 
around him. 
 
"We heard the cops coming. We didn't see where the suspect was -- the gentleman who shot the 
officer. Then we saw him. He was between two vehicles." 
 
Nobody was being allowed in or out of the Walmart parking lot just after the shooting, but customers 
were later escorted out of the store. 
 
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement will investigate the shooting, per Miami-Dade police policy. 
 
"God was with him," Perez said of Gonzalez. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: South Florida police officer accused of stealing $6,520 during drug raid 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/south-florida-police-officer-accused-of-stealing-6-520-
during-drug-raid 
 
STORY: WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - A South Florida police officer is accused of stealing thousands of 
dollars from a home during a drug raid. 
 
Zachary Immler, 31, of Boca Raton, was arrested Tuesday on a grand theft charge. 
 
According to a West Palm Beach police report, the theft occurred Oct. 25 while officers were serving a 
search warrant at a home on 29th Street. 
 
A woman who lived there told police that there was more than $5,000 in cash inside the home, but 
officers were unable to find the money. 
 
"The (woman) pointed to the dresser and stated the money should be on the floor behind the curtains," 
Officer Daniel Leffew wrote in the report. "(An undercover officer) looked behind the dresser and 
moved the curtains. The money was not there." 
 
As officers began searching the room again, Immler asked to speak with his sergeant in private, the 
report said. 
 
Immler admitted to the sergeant that he had the money, Leffew wrote. 
 
"I got it. I got the money," Immler told the sergeant, according to the report. "I'm sorry. I f---ed up. I got 
the money. I did something stupid. I put the money in my car. I made a bad mistake." 
 
Immler said he took the cash and put it in his car while he was putting away his tactical vest, the report 
said. 
 
The stolen cash was found inside a latex glove that was in a rifle bag in Immler's car, the report said. 
 
Police later determined that Immler had taken a total of $6,520 in cash. 
 
Immler was booked into jail and later released on his own recognizance. 
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