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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: New Broward mayor talks taxes, traffic and rising seas 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-broward-mayor-furr-20171213-
story.html 
 
STORY: Shortly after accepting the gavel from his Broward County Commission colleagues, Beam Furr, 
the new mayor of Broward County, offered to visit the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board and field questions 
for as long as we liked. 
 
We like that in a politician. 
 
After three years on the County Commission and 12 as a Hollywood city commissioner, Furr assumed 
the gavel in late November from Commissioner Barbara Sharief, whose year was marked by the shooting 
at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, the challenges of Hurricane Irma and the Florida 
Legislature’s relentless assault on local control. 
 
Though the mayor’s job is largely ceremonial, Sharief says it involves a lot more than ribbon cuttings. 
She represented us in Tallahassee, Washington and on trade missions. The mayor also chairs the 
meetings of the nine-member commission. 
 
During her year, Sharief, of Miramar, highlighted a focus on small business. The previous year, former 
commissioner Marty Kiar, who’s now Broward County Property Appraiser, focused on highlighting the 
good news about Broward. The year before, Commissioner Tim Ryan focused on transportation. 
 
So that’s where we began our conversation with Mayor Furr. What will be his focus? 
 
Furr’s leadership approach 
Furr said he plans to focus on a team approach, with each commissioner taking the lead on important 
issues, including affordable housing, health care, transportation, improving procurement, water 
challenges, beach renourishment and government accountability. 
 
Personally, he expects to focus on environmental issues and the emerging challenge with solid waste 
disposal. 
 
“I think we have a really good team,” said Furr, whose commission district includes Hollywood, 
Hallandale Beach and Pembroke Pines. “I see a lot of passion in each one of the commissioners.” 
 
Fewer commission meetings 
Furr proposes holding fewer commission meetings, switching from weekly to every other week. That 
way, commissioners would have more time to read the voluminous agendas and learn more about the 
proposals before it’s time to vote, he said. 
 
On the off-weeks, he expects more workshops, where commissioners can delve more deeply into issues 
and engage in more discussion before making a decision. 
 
“It’s going to give us a lot more time to reflect,” he said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-broward-mayor-furr-20171213-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-broward-mayor-furr-20171213-story.html
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Sales tax 
Furr says there’s a “pretty good chance” the county will again ask voters to increase the sales tax for 
transportation projects. 
 
In 2016, the county asked voters to raise the sales tax half a penny for transportation and half a penny 
for infrastructure. Voters approved the first, but not the second. As a result, both measures failed. 
 
“Last time (voters) weren’t clear what they were voting for,” he said. “They were seeing all kind of things 
being thrown in there. … That won’t happen this time.” 
 
Furr expects a focus on transportation would win support and expects the question to be on the 
November 2018 ballot. 
 
“It still needs to be firmed up a little bit. I think it is a better plan so far than we had last time. … You 
don’t have a lot of the fluff. It is strictly (for) transportation.” 
 
Elected mayor debate 
Creating an elected mayor position, instead of rotating the post among the nine commissioners, is 
another issue voters might see on the ballot next November if the Broward County Charter Review 
Commission, which is meeting now, agrees to place it there. 
 
Furr said he’s not sure that an elected mayor is needed. 
 
“I know that a lot of people think that there is not a go-to person. I’m not convinced of that,” he said. 
“That’s why I want to find out for myself.” 
 
“If each one of our commissioners takes on things, I think we can get a lot done that way.” 
 
Traffic and home prices 
Furr said transportation and affordable housing are the biggest challenges facing Broward and that the 
solutions for tackling both should be linked. 
 
Making it easier for people to use public transportation to get to and from areas where they work and 
where they can afford to live should be a bigger county priority, according to Furr. 
 
He proposes conducting more “mobility studies” to identify where public transit can help connect 
workers to employment centers and affordably-priced homes. The results of the studies should also 
guide county decisions about where to allow new development, Furr said. 
 
“Take a look at all the different places you have … dense populations. Where you can have (places) 
where people can actually be able to work and catch transportation,” Furr said. “It kind of gives a 
blueprint for figuring out where transportation hubs need to be.” 
 
Sea level rise 
Furr joined dozens of South Florida leaders for a climate change summit in Fort Lauderdale last week. 
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Broward, Palm Beach, Miami-Dade and Monroe counties are part of the Southeast Florida Regional 
Climate Change Compact. The goal is to collaborate on efforts to adapt to sea level rise, stronger storms 
and myriad problems created by a warming planet. 
 
“We have kind of gotten to the point where everybody has accepted, yes, we are going to have to deal 
with this,” Furr said. “It has people worried.” 
 
Raising roads, changing development standards, improving drainage systems, promoting renewable 
energy sources and lowering polluting emissions are among the measures being considered. 
 
Furr said the county is studying ways to improve energy efficiency and lower emissions at county 
buildings. 
 
Children reading 
A former high school librarian, Furr plans to continue the county’s focus on improving student reading 
levels. The goal of the county’s collaboration with school and business leaders is to have all students 
reading at grade level by the third grade. 
 
To support that effort, Furr said Broward is making library cards a lifelong right for anybody born in the 
county, even if they move elsewhere. The idea is to foster a lifetime of reading and extend the reach of 
the library system’s online resources. It’s an example of why Furr said he enjoys serving on the 
commission and now taking his turn as mayor. 
 
“I actually enjoy almost every day. I really do,” Furr said. “You can kind of work on things that you know 
can make a difference in people’s lives.” 
 
Editorials are the opinion of the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board and written by one of its members or a 
designee. The Editorial Board consists of Editorial Page Editor Rosemary O'Hara, Elana Simms, Andy Reid 
and Editor-in-Chief Howard Saltz. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: FHP trooper recovering at home ahead of holidays 
BYLINE: Rosh Lowe 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/fhp-trooper-recovering-at-home-ahead-of-holidays/ 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD, FLA. (WSVN) - An injured Florida Highway Patrol trooper is recovering at home 
after he encountered danger on duty. 
 
FHP trooper Daniel Cruz told 7News that he wanted to be at home for his 4-month-old’s first Christmas. 
 
The 29-year-old was discharged from the hospital on Saturday. “I’m thankful to God that I’m actually 
able to spend Christmas with my son and New Year’s,” Cruz said. 
 
Related: FHP trooper hit by suspected drunk driver asks for community’s help 
Cruz has torn ligaments in his leg and gets around with a walker. “So basically, right now, all I can get to 
is from the couch to the bathroom,” he said. 
 
His road to recovery is not an easy one. 
 
On Dec. 10, Cruz was investigating a traffic crash on the southbound exit of the Palmetto Expressway. 
 
Related: Driver charged with DUI after FHP trooper struck in Hialeah 
According to officials, 26-year-old John Bencosme was driving under the influence when he crashed into 
the cars, which struck Cruz. 
 
“I’m positive, and I try to stay as 100 percent positive as I can,” Cruz said. “But at the end of the day, I’m 
here suffering. I’m alive, yeah, you know, it’s great. I’m here with my family, but I can’t walk.” 
 
7News spoke with Cruz from his hospital bed. He said the support and encouragement he has gotten 
from his wife, fellow troopers and the community has been overwhelming. 
 
“I couldn’t help but be emotional about it,” he said. “I’m basically Joe Schmo, you know, on the road. 
Who am I? So for people to come together and help me, it’s amazing.” 
 
He said the reality of his recovery journey hit him when he returned home. “This, unfortunately, is 
gonna be my life for at least a few months,” Cruz said. “I mean, I’ll be out of work for a year. God willing, 
no more than that.” 
 
Although he’ll be out of work for a while, Cruz said he is focused on his baby’s first Christmas. “I’m 
thankful to God that I’m actually able to share that moment with him,” he said. 
 
Cruz is expected to be out of work for about a year, and worker’s compensation pays only a portion of 
his salary. If you’d like to help Cruz, you can donate on his GoFundMe page. 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/fhp-trooper-recovering-at-home-ahead-of-holidays/

