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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Three cops in deadly chase were disciplined in earlier case 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-creek-police-high-speed-
pursuits-20171213-story.html 
 
STORY: Three officers involved in a car chase that left an 18-year-old woman dead this month were 
disciplined last year for ignoring orders to end another dangerous chase, according to records released 
Wednesday. 
 
Coconut Creek Officers Rocco Favata, David Morales and Chris Lewis were reprimanded and suspended 
for two days in a chase that topped 100 mph after an attempted traffic stop, their personnel records 
show. Lewis had tried to pull over the driver for an expired tag. 
 
Now those officers are among four under investigation for chasing a driver Dec. 2 after discovering two 
people in a parked car that smelled of alcohol and marijuana. 
 
After a chase that spanned for at least two to three miles, the driver managed to lose the cops, but he 
crashed moments later, killing his passenger, according to police and dashboard-camera records. 
 
Police are investigating whether the officers did anything wrong. 
 
In the earlier case, the driver took off when Lewis tried to stop him Oct. 21, 2016, records show. The 
driver sped off at 57 mph down Banks Road, which has a speed limit of 30 mph. 
 
When a lieutenant asked Lewis the reason for the chase, Lewis told him it was for a traffic violation and 
fleeing. 
 
The lieutenant demanded that the pursuit be called off — twice — and Lewis responded, “I’m no longer 
in pursuit.” 
 
But Lewis continued the chase anyway, records show. His in-car system recorded speeds at 95 mph. 
 
Favata joined the chase at “excessive speeds” and without his lights and siren, a violation of policy, 
according to records. 
 
The pursuit ended at Northwest 31st Street in Margate, where the car “jumped the median … spinning 
out and crashing.” 
 
Favata was going more than 100 mph on Banks Road and more than 90 mph on State Road 7, records 
state. His bosses wrote in his report that he “blatantly disregarded a lieutenant’s direct orders.” 
 
Records show Morales, too, joined in, traveling up to 95 mph without lights or sirens. The driver they 
were chasing, Stephen James Gentile, then 44, of Tamarac, was arrested by Margate police because the 
car came to a final stop there, police said. 
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Gentile, who was unhurt, was jailed on charges that included fleeing police and driving the wrong way in 
traffic. The case is pending in court. 
 
Coconut Creek Police Detective Rod Skirvin, vice president of the Police Benevolent Association, which is 
representing the officers, said the October 2016 case and the one this month are not comparable. 
 
“There are a completely different set of circumstances and facts, and it has nothing to do with it,” he 
said. 
 
Morales also was suspended for a day over an incident in March this year, when he reached speeds of 
115 mph on Sample Road and approached a driver at gunpoint, records show. He gave chase even 
though he “never took the time to notify dispatch or surrounding units of your direction of travel, 
intentions or even whether any crime had occurred,” according to records. 
 
Officer Cristian Salas, the fourth officer in the Dec. 2 chase, had no reprimands for prior police chases, 
according to records released Wednesday. 
 
The police department’s pursuit policy generally limits officers to chasing people suspected of major 
felonies, such as murders, carjackings and kidnappings. But there are exceptions — for example, if 
officers decide a crime suspect poses a threat to the public. 
 
In the most recent case, Officer Favata had been called to an apartment complex after someone 
reported loud noises coming from one of the apartments. As he investigated, he saw a car backed into a 
parking space. He wrote that “the driver looked up at me and appeared extremely spacey. His eyes were 
glassy and bloodshot.” 
 
Instead of turning off his car, the driver — Fabreece Ductan, 19, of Margate — fled, “almost sideswiping 
the parked car next to him. … This behavior gave me grave concern that the driver posed an imminent 
threat of physical harm to the public,” Favata wrote in a report. 
 
The chase began moments later. 
 
According to police records and the officers’ dashboard camera recordings: 
 
Morales, who was at Sample Road and Northwest 54th Avenue, east of State Road 7, spotted a silver 
four-door Buick that matched the description Favata had given of the car that sped off. 
 
Morales told other officers where he was as he began heading west on Sample to catch up and get 
behind the Buick. 
 
About two miles west of where Morales first saw the Buick, police readied to pull the car over on West 
Sample Road. 
 
Police turned on their lights to pull the driver over on West Sample Road, as they drove past Rock Island 
Road. The westbound pursuit carried on for nearly a mile on Sample. But as police readied to close in on 
him, the driver made an abrupt U-turn and headed back east on Sample for nearly another mile. 
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The driver turned south onto Rock Island Road and drove south for about a mile before crashing into 
another car. In the final stretch of the chase, the driver had managed to get out of officers’ sight, police 
said. 
 
A Margate officer moments later reported the car had crashed in the 2400 block of Rock Island. 
 
After the crash, Ductan’s passenger, Abigail Espinoza, also of Margate, was taken to the hospital, where 
she died, police said. 
 
Police’s in-car camera system, which logs speeds and GPS location, recorded the officers hitting speeds 
of above 70 mph on roads, where the speed limits ranged from 40 mph to 45 mph. 
 
Before the chase began, one officer had sped up to 91 mph on Sample Road to reach the suspect’s car. 
The posted limit on Sample is 45 mph. 
 
Police histories 
 
The four Coconut Creek officers involved in a Dec. 2 police chase also have commendations in their 
personnel files. 
 
— Officer Chris Lewis was praised for narcotics-related arrests in May 2015. 
 
— Officer Rocco Favata was recognized for his compassion dealing with a homeless man in February 
2014. His grateful mother wrote the agency saying a “Higher Power” put her son in Favata’s path. 
 
— Officer David Morales was credited in June 2014 for helping to clean up the “large mess” on the tile 
floor of an 86-year-old man, who had fallen and hit his head. His help spared the man’s elderly wife from 
having to clean up. 
 
— Officer Cristian Salas was commended for a “meticulous” investigation that led to an arrest after a 
man pointed a gun at somebody in 2014. The interim chief wrote that he was a highly motivated officer 
and “I know you have many great years ahead with this department!” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Health indictments could disrupt CEO search 
BYLINE: David Fleshler 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-indictments-20171213-
story.html 
 
STORY: For the board members of Broward Health, the timing couldn’t be worse. 
 
They had planned to interview finalists for the job of chief executive officer on Jan. 22, hoping to finally 
install a permanent leader at the helm of an organization that has struggled to achieve stability. 
 
Now on that day, however, board Chairman Rocky Rodriguez and four other current and former officials 
of the public hospital system are scheduled to be arraigned in Broward County Court on criminal charges 
of violating Florida’s public-meetings law. 
 
“I’m a native of Broward County, I’ve been involved in politics for 50 years and I can tell you I’ve never 
seen anything like this before,” said Jim Kane, a pollster and lobbyist who teaches political science at the 
University of Florida. “I’m not saying it didn’t happen somewhere in the past. But, quite frankly, I do not 
recall anything that even comes close to this.” 
 
A grand jury indictment made public this week accuses Rodriguez, interim CEO Beverly Capasso, general 
counsel Lynn Barrett, board member Christopher Ure and former board member Linda Robison of 
conspiring to violate the state’s open-meetings law in the decision last year to fire interim CEO Pauline 
Grant. 
 
Gov. Rick Scott, who appointed all the board members of the five-hospital system, has not made a 
decision on whether to suspend them as a result of the charges, spokeswoman Lauren Schenone said 
Wednesday. 
 
Broward Health, legally known as the North Broward Hospital District, serves the northern two-thirds of 
Broward County and is partially supported by property taxes. 
 
The district did not respond to questions on how the indictments could affect the CEO search. 
 
“We continue to focus on providing high quality patient care to our community and trust the legal team 
to work through the process,” Peter Nyamora, executive vice president for human resources, said in 
statement released by the district. 
 
If the governor suspends the two indicted board members, it would leave the remaining three members 
one short of a quorum, the minimum number of members legally required to conduct business. 
 
Former state Rep. Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed, who represented part of northern Broward County and had 
been a critic of Broward Health, said the governor needs to replace the indicted board members 
immediately. 
 
“I think they need to follow through with removing them from their positions and replacing them with 
competent people who can be trusted to do the right thing,” she said. 
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The five are accused of evading the state’s open-meetings law, which requires members of public 
boards to meet in public and publish an agenda that sets out in advance what actions might be taken. 
 
The indictment states that the four board members — two of whom no longer serve on the board — 
agreed to meet individually with lawyers who had investigated Grant over an alleged kickback scheme. It 
said General Counsel Barrett arranged the meetings, and that these amounted to an attempt to discuss 
official business outside the legally required scope of public meetings. 
 
“The news of multiple indictments for appointed board members and legal counsel is very troubling,” 
said County Commissioner Tim Ryan, who had previously called the district’s treatment of Grant unfair. 
“If true, it paints a bad picture for all who serve in public capacities as elected officials or appointees to 
board. Florida takes very seriously its open records and open meetings laws.” 
 
The defendants, either personally or through their lawyers, have all said they did nothing wrong in trying 
to fulfill their duties as effectively as possible and root out corruption in the district. 
 
“Linda faithfully served the Broward Hospital District, working diligently to fulfill her fiduciary duties,” 
said Mark Rankin, attorney for Robison. “These charges are wholly unfounded and the prosecution 
misguided. Linda is innocent of any wrongdoing and looks forward to her day in court.” 
 
Broward County Commissioner Michael Udine, who represents northwest Broward County, said the 
institution should be held to the same standards of openness of any other public entity. 
 
“The public in Florida demands open government, and if they’re going to take tax money and be a public 
entity, they have to live up to that requirement,” he said. “The people in the northern part of the county 
deserve high-quality health care. If they’re going to get it from the North Broward Hospital District, it 
needs to be in an open and transparent manner.” 
 
Former Broward Health board member Maureen Canada, who had voted against firing Grant and was 
not charged, said she cooperated with the investigation and wasn’t surprised by the indictments. 
 
“I am not aware of all the evidence heard by the grand jury, so I can’t comment specifically on the 
indictment, but I’m not at all surprised that the grand jury found enough evidence to bring an 
indictment against the five individuals,” she said. “Ultimately, the guilt or innocence of these Broward 
Health officials will be decided by our criminal justice system.” 
 
But whatever wrongdoing is found or not found, she said it should not tar the reputations of the 
thousands of people at Broward Health who do the hard, daily work of caring for patients and running 
the system. 
 
“The superior care offered by the talented physicians, nurses and the entire staff of Broward Health 
remains steadfast,” she said. “Their commitment and reputation should not be lost by the errors in 
judgment of an elite few.” 


