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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Health leaders indicted on charges of violating open-meetings law 
BYLINE: David Fleshler 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-charges-20171212-story.html 
 
STORY: The top leaders of Broward Health have been indicted on charges of violating Florida’s public 
meetings law, throwing the public hospital system into the worst turmoil of its years of crises and 
investigations. 
 
A grand jury indictment names Broward Health board chairman Rocky Rodriguez, interim CEO Beverly 
Capasso, General Counsel Lynn Barrett, board member Christopher Ure and former board member 
Linda Robison. The charges are second-degree misdemeanors, carrying maximum penalties of a $500 
fine and 60 days in jail per count. Summonses were issued Tuesday. 
 
Gov. Rick Scott, who appointed all of the board members, typically suspends public officials who face 
criminal charges. "We are reviewing it,” said Scott’s spokeswoman, Lauren Schenone. 
 
Broward Health, which operates five hospitals that serve the northern two-thirds of the county, has 
been facing investigations and accusations for more than two years, but these are the first indictments 
to emerge. 
 
The two current and former board members were charged with two counts of violating the state’s 
public-meetings law. Barrett was charged with solicitation to violate the public-meetings law. All five 
were charged with conspiracy to violate the public-meetings law. 
 
Lawyers for Broward Health, Barrett, Capasso and Rodriguez issued a statement calling the charges “the 
most misguided prosecution we have ever seen.” 
 
They accused prosecutors of protecting the corrupt elements of Broward Health that the current leaders 
were trying to root out. 
 
“Instead of protecting the new management and commissioners at the North Broward Health District, 
who have been intimidated and harassed while cooperating with federal and state law enforcement 
officers to root out corruption and violations of the federal health care laws, the State Attorney’s Office 
(SAO) allowed itself to be manipulated by the very same people who were replaced because of their 
mismanagement and corruption,” the statement said. 
 
They said prosecutors refused to subpoena witnesses who could have provided evidence clearing their 
clients. 
 
“This deeply flawed investigation was predetermined, biased, and manipulated from the start,” the 
defense lawyers said. 
 
Ure said he was confident he would be exonerated and could resume his efforts to create a brighter 
future for Broward Health. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-charges-20171212-story.html
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“I have genuinely tried to serve my community,” he said. “In all honesty and fairness, I’ve done nothing 
wrong. When all the facts come out, I’m confident that will be proven, and I’ll be vindicated.” 
 
The charges, which came after a Broward grand jury heard testimony, involved the board’s vote on Dec. 
1, 2016, to fire Broward Health’s interim CEO, Pauline Grant. 
 
That meeting followed an investigation engineered by Barrett, who hired two outside law firms to look 
into kickback accusations against Grant. She was accused of placing orthopedic surgeons on a call list in 
a manner that could provide improper financial benefits to North Broward Health, the hospital where 
she had served as CEO before becoming interim CEO of the entire system. 
 
Prior to the Dec. 1, 2016, board meeting, Barrett arranged for board members to meet individually with 
the outside lawyers who looked into the accusations against Grant. Then the board met and voted to 
fire Grant, at a meeting for which the agenda provided no indication that her dismissal was being 
considered. At that time, Capasso was serving on the board. 
 
Grant, who denied any wrongdoing, filed suit against the board and Barrett. 
 
The state open-meetings law requires that public boards conduct business in public, with a few narrow 
exceptions, and requires proper notice for public meetings, stating the items to be acted upon. 
 
The indictment states that members of the Broward Health board “did knowingly meet, through 
conduits or intermediaries, at the Westin Hotel, Mario’s Catalina restaurant, and/or through telephonic 
communications, where such defacto meetings were not noticed to the public ...” 
 
Broward Health, legally known as the North Broward Hospital District, is partially supported by property 
taxes. 
 
The Broward Health board has seven seats, although only five are filled. If the governor suspends the 
members under indictment, it would leave the public hospital system with a board of just three 
members. Three current Broward Health board members, who were not on the board at the time of 
Grant’s firing, were not charged. 
 
The board planned to conduct interviews next month with six finalists for the job of CEO, which has 
been filled by a series of interim leaders since the suicide nearly two years ago of Dr. Nabil El Sanadi. It’s 
unclear how the criminal charges will affect those interviews.  
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Videos show police chase before crash that killed woman, 18 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-coconut-creek-officer-pursuit-
20171212-story.html 
 
STORY: Coconut Creek police officers hit speeds of nearly double the speed limit during a Dec. 2 chase 
that spanned for miles and ended in a woman’s death, according to newly released videos. 
 
The dashboard-camera footage from four of the officers’ vehicles was obtained Monday by the Sun 
Sentinel in response to a public records request. 
 
Police said they were trying to stop a driver, Fabreece Ductan, 19, of Margate, who took off after an 
officer had smelled alcohol and marijuana coming from the parked car he was in. Ductan crashed, and 
his passenger, Abigail Espinoza, 18, died. 
 
Police’s in-car camera system, which logs speeds and GPS location, recorded two officers clocking in at 
up to 78 mph on Rock Island Road during the chase. The posted limit is 40 mph. 
 
Before the chase began, another officer had sped up to 91 mph on Sample Road to reach the suspect’s 
car. The posted limit on Sample Road is 45 mph. 
 
While police are investigating whether Ductan faces any charges, they also are looking into whether the 
officers did anything wrong. Police in Margate, where the cars came to a final stop, said Tuesday their 
investigation into the crash continues as well. 
 
Coconut Creek police have a pursuit policy that requires officers to “balance the need to stop a suspect 
against the potential threat to themselves and the public created by a pursuit.” There is a list of 16 
“forcible felonies” where officers may chase someone, including for crimes such as murders, carjackings 
or kidnappings. 
 
Coconut Creek Detective Rod Skirvin, vice president of the Police Benevolent Association, said the policy 
generally prohibits chases for minor crimes because of the risk of an accident. But he said guidelines 
allow for other factors to be considered, including that the chase was not in a residential area, and it 
happened at night, meaning fewer cars were on the road. “It kind of changes with the situation,” he 
said. 
 
Skirvin said officers wanted to “get a potentially dangerous driver off the road, a potentially impaired 
driver.” 
 
Police said the incident began when an officer went to a Coconut Creek apartment complex Dec. 2 on an 
unrelated call and saw Espinoza and a man sitting in a parked car. The officer smelled alcohol and 
marijuana, and inside the car he saw a liquor bottle, as well as a mason jar with a leafy substance. The 
driver took off. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-coconut-creek-officer-pursuit-20171212-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-coconut-creek-officer-pursuit-20171212-story.html
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Dashboard-camera video shows police pursuing the car on Sample Road; the sound of their engines 
revving is heard on the recordings. About 12:30 a.m. Ductan crashed into another car after heading 
down Rock Island Road, police said. 
 
The agency identified four officers — Rocco Favata, Chris Lewis, Cristian Salas and David Morales — in 
the chase. While the dashcam footage released to the Sun Sentinel doesn’t show the moment of the 
crash, it shows at least five or six officers showing up moments after the crash happened. 
 
The footage leaves unclear which officer was closest to Ductan just before the crash happened. 
 
Later, as one officer inspects the damaged car, he is heard saying that he sees a “bunch of weed” inside 
of it. 
 
Skirvin said some officers stopped the chase after the driver made a U-turn and they “got caught up in 
traffic.” Others, he said, stopped the pursuit on their own. “The guy got away, it wasn’t worth it to 
pursue the guy. ... It seemed he was driving too crazy.” 
 
Ductan could not be reached for comment Tuesday. 
 
Authorities said Favata was temporarily removed from the K-9 division and assigned to road patrol. He 
was instructed to leave his dog home. Lewis was temporarily taken off the SWAT team, and Morales, 
who drove an unmarked car, was reassigned to road patrol. 
 
Moments after the crash, the video shows, police checked if Espinoza was OK. 
 
“Abby, hang in there, all right?” an officer tells her while she’s trapped in the passenger seat. “We’re 
going to get you out of here. Hang in there.” 
 
She was taken to a hospital, where she died. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward moves to sue drug companies over opioids 
BYLINE: Dan Sweeney 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-considers-opioid-lawsuit-20171212-
story.html 
 
STORY: The Broward commission on Tuesday ordered the county attorney to pursue a lawsuit against 
pharmaceutical companies to recoup the costs of treating opioid addicts. 
 
Other cities and counties in South Florida are considering similar lawsuits. Palm Beach County decided to 
pursue a lawsuit last week. The suits would be similar to lawsuits against tobacco companies, which 
were successfully sued for offering a product that they knew was dangerous. 
 
The commission agreed to let County Attorney Drew Meyers pick a legal team to pursue a lawsuit. 
Meyers’ final picks will be ranked and then presented to commissioners at their next meeting, Jan. 9. 
 
Meyers said Broward has potentially seen losses as both an employer and a service provider to county 
residents. 
 
“There is a lot of potential upside that is difficult to quantify in terms of financial benefits,” he said. 
 
Commissioners voted 7-1, with one abstention, to move forward with selecting a legal team to pursue a 
lawsuit. 
 
Before a crackdown seven years ago, Florida was known as the nation’s pill mill capital, where doctors 
handed out oxycodone and other powerful painkillers like candy at storefront clinics. In 2010, 98 of the 
top 100 opioid-prescribing physicians were in Florida, according to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 
 
Now, medical examiners are seeing unprecedented overdose deaths caused by heroin and ultra-potent 
synthetic versions of the drug. 
 
Representatives of drug makers have denied wrongdoing. In response to lawsuits, they said they have 
taken steps to prevent pain medication from being diverted into the black market. They argue it will 
take a collaborative effort of the drug industry, doctors and government to address the epidemic. 
 
Osceola County filed Florida’s first county-level opioid lawsuit. Delray Beach hired San Diego-based law 
firm Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd, whose attorneys helped to secure a $7 billion settlement against 
Enron in 2008. 
 
The city intends to file its lawsuit by the end of this year, Delray Beach Mayor Cary Glickstein said. 
 
Broward commissioners had harsh words for drug companies that might have known their medications 
were more addictive than they let on. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-considers-opioid-lawsuit-20171212-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-considers-opioid-lawsuit-20171212-story.html
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“It’s costing upwards of $800 billion to a trillion dollars nationally, so there is a fiscal impact,” said 
Commissioner Chip LaMarca. “If someone knew about this, they should pay more than dearly. They 
should pay financially and they should pay criminally.” 
 
Commissioners were also optimistic about the success of such a lawsuit. 
 
“I think this is going to be extremely successful litigation nationwide as we move forward with this,” said 
Commissioner Michael Udine. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Breaking News Releases: Broward Heath Officials Indicted with Violating Florida’s Sunshine 
Law 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/complete-news-release-broward-heath-officials-indicted-with-
violating-floridas-sunshine-law/ 
 
STORY: Fort Lauderdale, FL : On Thursday, December 7, 2017, the Broward County Grand Jury, July 
through December 2017 term, indicted several members of the North Broward Hospital District (dba 
Broward Health) Board of Commissioners for violations of Florida’s Sunshine Law. Broward Health Board 
Chairman Rocky Rodriguez, Commissioner Christopher Ure, former Commissioner Linda Robison, and 
Broward Health Interim CEO/President and former Commissioner Beverly Capasso were each indicted 
on two counts of violations of the Florida Sunshine Law and one count of Conspiracy to violate the 
Florida Sunshine Law. Broward General Counsel Lynn Barrett was indicted on one count of Solicitation to 
violate the Florida Sunshine Law and Conspiracy to v iolate the Florida Sunshine Law. 
 

• Count I of the Indictment alleges that the four commissioners met out of the public eye through 
conduits or intermediaries to hold defacto meetings at a hotel, restaurant, and/or by telephone 
to discuss a “reportable event” allegedly committed by then North Broward Hospital District 
Interim CEO/President Pauline Grant, prior to the District’s December 1, 2017 Special Board 
Meeting 

• Count II of the Indictment alleges that the four commissioners violated the Sunshine Law at the 
December 1, 2016 Special Board Meeting by not properly noticing to the public the proposition 
and action they took regarding the termination of Pauline Grant 

• Count III of the Indictment alleges that General Counsel Lynn Barrett solicited the 
commissioners to violate the Florida Sunshine Law. 

• Count IV of the Indictment alleges that the General Counsel and the Commissioners conspired to 
violate the Florida Sunshine Law. 

 
All of the charges in the Indictment are 2nd degree misdemeanors . Each count carries a maximum 
penalty up to 60 days in jail and a $500 fine. The case is being prosecuted by members of the Special 
Prosecutions and Public Corruption Unit. 
 

XXXXXXX 
 
Media Statement From Robert A. Butterworth and Roberto Martínez regarding action taken by the 
Broward County State Attorney 
 
This is the most misguided prosecution we have ever seen. 
 
 Instead of protecting the new management and commissioners at the North Broward Health District, 
who have been intimidated and harassed while coop- erating with federal and state law enforcement 
officers to root out corruption and violations of the federal health care laws, the State Attorney’s Office 
(SAO) allowed itself to be manipulated by the very same people who were replaced because of their 
mismanagement and corruption. The SAO deliberately disregarded the reports of the federally 
mandated Independent Review Organization issued to the Office of the Inspector General of the 

https://www.browardbeat.com/complete-news-release-broward-heath-officials-indicted-with-violating-floridas-sunshine-law/
https://www.browardbeat.com/complete-news-release-broward-heath-officials-indicted-with-violating-floridas-sunshine-law/
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Department of Health and Human Services describing the pattern of obstruction and other potential 
viola- tions of the laws by some former executives and commissioners. 
 
This deeply flawed investigation was predetermined, biased, and manipulated from the start. 
 
The SAO’s professed interest about enforcing the Sunshine Laws is contradicted by its refusal to 
subpoena the most critical witness to the grand jury that has essential exculpatory evidence about 
defendants’ compliance with the Sunshine Laws. 
 
All the defendants are innocent and will be exonerated at the trial. 
 
Robert A. Butterworth, Counsel for North Broward Hospital District (former Florida Attorney General) 
 
Roberto Martínez, Counsel for Lynn Barrett (former U. S. Attorney for South Florida) 
 
Scott Richardson, Counsel for Beverly Capasso 
 
Bruce Lyons, Counsel for Rocky Rodriguez 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: New Bill Would Allow Florida Felons to Own Guns 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/New-Bill-Would-Allow-Florida-Felons-to-Own-Guns-
463741893.html 
 
STORY: A new bill filed earlier this month could make it easier for convicted felons to have their voting 
and gun rights restored. 
 
The bill, HB 903, was filed on Dec. 6 by State Rep. Cord Byrd (R-Neptune Beach) would allow judges to 
restore the rights of felons after they've completed prison sentences and probation. 
 
Florida currently prohibits convicted felons from owning firearms or voting. 
 
"Currently, the average wait time for Restoration of Rights is over 9 years, with some as long as 11 
years," Byrd wrote in a Facebook post. "Over 22,000 applications are pending, with only a few hundred 
being processed each year. Clearly the system is broken." 
 
Under the bill, people convicted of felonies would have to petition a county judge to have the rights 
restored. 
  

https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/New-Bill-Would-Allow-Florida-Felons-to-Own-Guns-463741893.html
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/New-Bill-Would-Allow-Florida-Felons-to-Own-Guns-463741893.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Broward Health execs accused of violating state’s open meeting law 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-health-execs-accused-of-violating-states-open-meeting-
law/ 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (WSVN) - Top executives at Broward Health have been accused of 
violating the state’s open meeting law. 
 
Four people, including the president and CEO, are under indictment. 
 
They’re accused of violating the “Sunshine” or public meeting law by gathering in private to vote on 
official business. 
 
The law says all board or commission meetings must be held in the public eye. 
 
All four have been ordered to appear in court in January. 
 
They face second-degree misdemeanors charges, carrying maximum penalties of a $500 fine and 60 
days in jail. 
 
Their attorneys said they did nothing wrong and will be exonerated. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-health-execs-accused-of-violating-states-open-meeting-law/
http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-health-execs-accused-of-violating-states-open-meeting-law/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Broward Health officials indicted on suspicion of violating state's Sunshine Law 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/health/broward-health-officials-indicted-on-suspicion-of-violating-
states-sunshine-law 
 
STORY: BROWARD COUNTY, Fla. - Several Broward Health officials were indicted last week with violating 
Florida's Sunshine Law, the Broward State Attorney's Office announced on Tuesday. 
 
The officials are all members or former members of the North Broward Hospital District Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
Broward State Attorney's Office officials said those who were indicted in the case Thursday include  
Broward Health Board Chairman Rocky Rodriguez, Commissioner Christopher Ure, former Commissioner 
Linda Robison and Broward Health Interim CEO/President and former Commissioner Beverly Capasso. 
Each individual was indicted on two counts of violations of the Florida Sunshine Law and one count of 
conspiracy to violate the Florida Sunshine Law. 
 
Broward General Counsel Lynn Barrett was also indicted on one count of solicitation to violate the 
Florida Sunshine Law and conspiracy to violate the Florida Sunshine Law.  
 
The indictment claims that the four commissioners held de facto meetings at a hotel, restaurant and/or 
by telephone to discuss allegations against then-North Broward Hospital District Interim CEO/president 
Pauline Grant. 
 
The meetings were allegedly held out of the public eye ahead of a scheduled Dec. 1 special board 
meeting. 
 
The indictment also states that the commissioners violated the law at the Dec. 1 meeting by not 
properly communicating with the public the action they took regarding the termination of Grant. 
 
Barrett is accused of soliciting commissioners to violate the Sunshine Law, while the general counsel and 
the commissioners are all accused of conspiring to violate the Sunshine Law. 
 
Attorney Robert A. Butterworth, who is representing the North Broward Hospital District and attorney 
Roberto Martinez, who are representing  Barrett, released a joint statement, saying that all of the 
defendants "are innocent and will be exonerated at the trial." 
 
"This is the most misguided prosecution we have ever seen," the statement read. "Instead of protecting 
the new management and commissioners at the North Broward Hospital District, who have been 
intimidated and harassed while co-operating with federal and state law enforcement officers to root out 
corruption and violations of the federal health care laws, the State Attorney's Office allowed itself to be 
manipulated by the very same people who were replaced because of their mismanagement and 
corruption. 
 
The SAO deliberately disregarded the reports of the federally mandated Independent Review 
Organization issued to the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Health and Human 

https://www.local10.com/health/broward-health-officials-indicted-on-suspicion-of-violating-states-sunshine-law
https://www.local10.com/health/broward-health-officials-indicted-on-suspicion-of-violating-states-sunshine-law
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Services describing the pattern of obstruction and other potential violations of the laws by some former 
executives and commissioners." 
 
Prosecutors said all of the charges against the Broward Health officials are second-degree 
misdemeanors. 
 
Each count carries a maximum penalty of up to 60 days in jail and a $500 fine.  
 
Below is the full statement from Butterworth and Martinez: 
 
"This is the most misguided prosecution we have ever seen. 
 
Instead of protecting the new management and commissioners at the North Broward Hospital District, 
who have been intimidated and harassed while co-operating with federal and state law enforcement 
officers to root out corruption and violations of the federal health care laws, the State Attorney’s Office 
(SAO) allowed itself to be manipulated by the very same people who were replaced because of their 
mismanagement and corruption. 
 
The SAO deliberately disregarded the reports of the federally mandated Independent Review 
Organization issued to the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Health and Human 
Services describing the pattern of obstruction and other potential violations of the laws by some former 
executives and commissioners. 
 
This deeply flawed investigation was predetermined, biased, and manipulated from the start. 
 
The SAO's professed interest about enforcing the Sunshine Laws is contradicted by its refusal to 
subpoena the most critical witness to the grand jury that has essential exculpatory evidence about 
defendants' compliance with the Sunshine Laws. 
 
All the defendants are innocent and will be exonerated at the trial." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Bill would give Florida felons second chance at owning guns 
BYLINE: Garrett Pelican 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/politics/bill-aims-to-give-florida-felons-second-chance-at-owning-
guns 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - There’s an effort underway in the Florida Legislature that would streamline 
the process for felons to win back their rights to vote and own guns. 
 
It’s against the law in the state for anyone found guilty of a felony to vote or own a firearm – unless the 
clemency board restores their civil rights, they're pardoned or the conviction is expunged. 
 
That would change with the passage of a measure proposed in the Florida House, dubbed House Bill 
903, which would give circuit and county judges a say on whether to reinstate a felon’s rights.  
 
Currently, there are more than 1.6 million disenfranchised voters in Florida, the highest total 
nationwide, according to the nonpartisan research website ProCon.org. 
 
State Rep. Cord Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, filed the unnamed bill Dec. 6. It would allow felons who have 
served their time and paid any related fines to make cases for their rights to be restored.  
 
Under the bill, felons would be able to petition the court once a year. Prosecutors could challenge those 
efforts, with the opportunity to present witnesses and evidence supporting their case. 
 
In a post on his professional Facebook page -- Cord Byrd, the Florida Gun Lawyer -- the freshman 
lawmaker stated that on average, felons wait over 9 years for restoration of rights. 
 
Such cases are heard by the Office of Executive Clemency, a four-member panel led by Gov. Rick Scott. 
 
"Over 22,000 applications are pending, with only a few hundred being processed each year. Clearly the 
system is broken," wrote Byrd. 
 
Byrd could not be reached for comment Tuesday morning. 
 
Still, there are concerns that the legislation could flood the court system, creating a logjam of petitions. 

https://www.local10.com/news/politics/bill-aims-to-give-florida-felons-second-chance-at-owning-guns
https://www.local10.com/news/politics/bill-aims-to-give-florida-felons-second-chance-at-owning-guns

