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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Pembroke Pines upgrading security at its 5 charter schools 
BYLINE: Brian Ballou 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pembroke-pines/fl-sb-pines-charter-surveillance-
system-20171107-story.html 
 
STORY: Pembroke Pines is upgrading video surveillance at its five city-run charter schools, installing a 
$1.2 million digital system that will decrease blind spots and offer much clearer video. 
 
The new system should be up and running by April, with 187 new digital cameras and 113 existing 
analog cameras that will be converted to digital. City commissioners approved funding last week. 
 
“It’s definitely an improvement over the existing system -- more cameras, more coverage, an additional 
layer of security,” said Michael Lockett, director of information technology. 
 
Like most other school video surveillance systems, it won’t be monitored all day. But the system gives 
staff the ability to quickly check all angles should a threat occur. Video will be automatically recorded. 
 
The city held a walk-through with police, school staff and other professionals to determine the best 
layout for the cameras, providing 40 percent more coverage than the current system, officials said. 
 
“Anytime we can implement something like this to protect our students, I’m all for it,” said Pines Mayor 
Frank Ortis. 
 
The system includes indoor and outdoor cameras with covers, ‘bullet cameras’ that are slim and focused 
on one specific area, and cameras that offer a 360-degree view. 
 
A big chunk of the expense is a wiring upgrade to go with the new state-of-the-art system. The cameras 
cost approximately $707,000 and the wiring costs about $465,000. The upgrade has about a 16-year 
lifespan, Lockett said. 
 
Pines’ runs its own charter school system, which is A-rated. There are two K-5 schools, two K-8 schools 
and the Academic Village, a 6-12 grade school at SW 172nd Avenue and Sheridan Street. The middle-
high school would get the most cameras, about 95. 
 
Law enforcement officials say surveillance systems are a vital tool in threat assessment. 
 
There was a recent string of scares at Broward County Schools related to possible firearms on campus, 
including one at J.P. Taravella High School in Coral Springs. While it turned out to be a student with a toy 
gun, the school was on lockdown for hours as dozens of police officers scoured the campus. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Superintendent Runcie gets salary, benefits hike 
BYLINE: Caitlin R. McGlade 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-runcie-to-make-higher-salary-20171106-
story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Superintendent Robert Runcie will get a $28,000 raise and additional benefits under a 
contract approved by the School Board on Tuesday. 
 
The deal brings Runcie’s salary to $335,000 and extends his employment through June 30, 2023. 
 
Under the new contract, Runcie would: 
 
-- Be able to trade in 15 of his 29 vacation days for a cash value of $20,500. 
 
-- Get $48,000 contributed annually from the school board for retirement plans 
 
-- Be allowed to earn a pension based on four years of his service in Chicago, estimated to cost to the 
district another $80,000. 
 
More than 30 people lined up Tuesday, mostly to praise Runcie’s work since he started in 2011. Leaders 
of local community organizations, businesses and schools praised improved student achievement, 
Runcie’s communication skills and inclusion and protection of immigrants and minorities. 
 
Even the Broward Teacher’s Union, historically at odds with Runcie, backed the deal while pleading with 
the board to provide better compensation to other employees in the district. 
 
“Possibly a year ago I would stand here and disagree. Standing here now, I don’t disagree,” said Anna 
Fusco, union president. “Mr Runcie has made great strides in helping out our Broward County Public 
Schools. I think his leadership has really bloomed since since he started here seven years ago.” 
 
A few speakers, however, criticized the deal for giving Runcie a raise at a time when teachers make so 
little or face other struggles. 
 
“I have teachers sending me photographs of the mold and mildew in their classrooms … it’s clear that 
nobody is on top of this,” said congressional candidate Tim Canova. “Students and teachers and staff are 
facing mold and mildew that are getting them sick.” 
 
No one from the audience complained about the progress of the $800 million bond program, which is 
moving slower than expected. However, a couple board members referenced the delays. 
 
Board members Heather Brinkworth and Robin Bartleman opposed the deal. Nora Rupert could not 
make it to vote due to a surgery. 
 
Runcie’s old contract would have expired in October 2019. The new deal puts his salary between those 
of superintendents Alberto Carvalho of Miami-Dade County ($345,000) and Robert Avossa of Palm 
Beach County ($325,000). 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-runcie-to-make-higher-salary-20171106-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-runcie-to-make-higher-salary-20171106-story.html


3 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Boynton Beach cop beating case going to jury on Wednesday 
BYLINE: Paula McMahon 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-boynton-cops-beating-prosecution-rests-
20171106-story.html 
 
STORY: Three Boynton Beach cops accused of punching and kicking an unarmed man and then lying 
about it dishonored their badges and abused society’s trust in police officers, federal prosecutors told 
jurors on Tuesday as the trial wrapped up. 
 
Defense attorneys for the men fought back hard, accusing prosecutors of “nitpicking” and “Monday-
morning quarterbacking” the split-second decisions that officers make in potentially dangerous 
situations. 
 
Jurors in the criminal trial in federal court in West Palm Beach are expected to start their deliberations 
around mid-morning on Wednesday after they hear the last 90 minutes or so of closing arguments. 
 
Officer Michael Brown and former officers Ronald Ryan and Justin Harris decided not to testify in the 
trial or call any witnesses in their defense after prosecutors called their last witness on Tuesday. 
 
The three men could face federal prison time if the jury finds them guilty of violating Jeffrey Braswell’s 
constitutional rights — by using excessive force against him — and falsifying official reports about his 
August 20, 2014 arrest. The most serious offenses carry maximum punishments of 20 years in prison. 
 
Brown, 48, is on paid leave while the criminal charges are pending. Harris, 35, resigned soon after the 
chase and now works at a gym. Ryan, 50, was fired in 2016 after he was found unfit for duty in an 
unrelated matter, according to court records. 
 
The defense told jurors that prosecutors had failed to prove their case against the three officers and 
attacked the prosecution’s strategic decision to not call Braswell, now 29, of Lake Worth, to testify about 
the alleged beating. 
 
“Where’s Jeffrey Braswell? Where’s Jeffrey Braswell? Did you see him?” Brown’s attorney Bruce 
Reinhart asked the jury. 
 
Braswell was a passenger in a car that led nine officers on a 20-mile chase up and down Interstate 95, 
north from Boynton Beach to West Palm Beach, then south to Lake Worth. Officers said the 12-minute 
chase reached speeds of 80 to 100 miles per hour. 
 
The driver of the Mitsubishi, with two passengers, had refused to pull over for a traffic stop and struck a 
Boynton Beach police officer who was trying to force the car to stop on Gateway Boulevard. That officer, 
Jeffrey Williams, was also struck by one of the police cruisers. He recovered from his injuries and has 
returned to work. 
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When officers finally managed to stop the fleeing car, in Lake Worth, an overhead Palm Beach Sheriff’s 
Office helicopter that was assisting in the chase videotaped officers beating and kicking the front-seat 
passenger, Braswell, prosecutors said. 
 
The officers did not realize they had been videotaped and initially filed reports that did not mention they 
had beaten Braswell, according to the FBI. After they realized the incident was on videotape, and Brown 
had watched the footage, the officers changed their reports and made up details to try to justify what 
they did, according to prosecutors Susan Osborne and Donald Tunnage. 
 
“Just because those officers wore badges and uniforms, it doesn’t place them above the law,” Tunnage 
told the jury. Society depends on police officers to tell the truth and follow the law, he said. 
 
Reinhart told the jury that Brown “is a hero” for ending the dangerous chase. 
 
The officers arrested Braswell on a misdemeanor charge of obstruction or resisting arrest without 
violence and their initial reports, filed shortly after the incident, made no mention of punching or kicking 
him. 
 
But each of the officers made a number of changes to their reports about a week later, when they found 
out that the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office had turned over the video to Boynton Beach Police Chief 
Jeffrey Katz. 
 
Sheriff’s officials turned over the video, shot by a night-vision camera from several hundred feet 
overhead, because they concluded “it looked bad to a normal person,” one of them testified last week. 
 
Brown initially wrote that he shot Braswell with a Taser stun gun because Braswell did not respond to 
his orders to get out of the car. 
 
After viewing the video a week later, Brown added that he had bumped the fleeing car to stop it at the 
intersection of South A Street and Elm Street in Lake Worth. He also added that he had struck Braswell 
with his fist. 
 
Prosecutors say Brown also kicked Braswell and hit him with Brown’s gun in his hand, which was not 
included in the later report. The defense has argued that the video does not definitely prove that Brown 
actually kicked or hit Braswell with the gun, though witnesses said the video suggests he did. 
 
Ryan adjusted his report, adding that he feared Braswell was reaching for a weapon and that he pulled 
him out of the car and kicked him a few times. 
 
Harris also changed his report to say that he punched Braswell a number of times on his shoulder, while 
he was handcuffed and lying on the ground, because Braswell tried to stop him from checking if the 
handcuffs were securely locked. 
 
Computer experts testified that the men changed their reports multiple times a week after the incident. 
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Chief Katz testified he asked the FBI and Palm Beach State Attorney’s Office to investigate and federal 
prosecutors filed criminal charges earlier this year. 
 
Defense attorneys Reinhart, Jonathan Wasserman and Assistant Federal Public Defenders Robert Adler 
and Caroline McCrae say their clients used appropriate force and made only innocuous revisions to their 
reports. 
 
The officers’ supervisor, Sgt. Philip Antico is accused of helping the officers to falsify their reports and 
then making false statements to mislead FBI agents when he was questioned. 
 
Antico, 37, has pleaded not guilty to falsification of records and obstruction of justice. Jury selection in 
the case against him is scheduled to begin on Wednesday while the other jury is deliberating. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Tallahassee Whispers Tie State Sen. From Broward To Sex Harassment 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/tallahassee-whispers-tie-state-sen-from-broward-to-sex-
harassment/ 
 
STORY: A state senator representing Broward County is the latest politician rumored to be caught up in 
a growing sex harassment scandal sweeping Tallahassee. 
 
Three very well-placed sources have told Browardbeat.com the names of the state senator and the state 
employee he is supposedly having an affair with. We are withholding the name at this time. 
 
“There is a lot of chitter chatter about the two of them,” one source said. 
 
The harassment scandal whispers about various politicians including the Broward office holder have sent 
Tallahassee journalists, legislators and lobbyists into a frenzy of speculation. 
 
Just a week ago, Jeff Clemens of Lake Worth, the married incoming Democratic leader, resigned after his 
affair with a lobbyist who now works for Broward government became public. 
 
Then POLITICO Florida revealed that Sen. Jack Latvala of Clearwater, a GOP candidate for governor, was 
mysteriously being investigated. Photos surfaced last week of Latvala planting a kiss on the cheek of a 
female lobbyist in the parking lot of a Tallahassee restaurant. 
 
Latvala denied he was having an affair with the woman. He was backed up by the woman. 
 
A Twitter account called @timetotellFL briefly threatened to expose “politicians guilty of sexual 
harassment, hypocrisy and corruption one tweet at a time.” 
 
The account was closed earlier this week and it is unknown who operated it. 
 
Also last week, the Times also revealed that “a covert surveillance camera recorded the comings and 
goings of legislators and lobbyists living on the sixth floor of the Tennyson condominium near the 
Capitol” at the end of the last legislative session in the Spring. 
 
The suspicion behind the condo bugging has fallen on former state Sen. Frank Artiles, R-Miami, who quit 
the Legislature earlier in the session after it was disclosed he had made racial slurs. Artiles told senators 
he would seek revenge. 
 
If the rumors prove true and a Broward state senator is unmasked as having an affair, it would 
constitute sexual harassment due to his position since the woman works for state government. 
 
Stay tuned. 
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