
 

 
 

  

BROWARD COUNTY PBA 
DAILY CLIPS  

      

November 20, 2017 
 

 



1 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Millions spent in South Florida to jail small-time offenders 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/crime/fl-reg-broward-adult-civil-citations-20171116-
story.html 
 
STORY: Taxpayers in South Florida are spending millions of dollars every year to jail people accused of 
crimes as petty as panhandling and public drinking. 
 
A homeless man arrested for sleeping on Fort Lauderdale’s public beach spent 42 days in the Broward 
County Jail — at a cost of about $5,880 to the county — because he could not afford a $25 bond, court 
records show. He ended up being charged a $50 court fine. 
 
Another man spent 65 days in jail after being arrested once for panhandling in Fort Lauderdale and 
another time for drinking a beer on a city bench. Both charges carried $25 bonds, but it cost the county 
some $9,100 to house him. 
 
Their stories are not unusual. Broward’s jails held 3,696 inmates on Thursday, including 40 on bonds of 
$500 or less. 
 
Consider that each person in the jail costs $50,000 or more over the course of a year, roughly $135 to 
$140 a day in Broward and Palm Beach counties, county officials say. 
 
“We just can’t continue in this county to take everybody to the county jail,” Broward Chief Judge Jack 
Tuter said. 
 
To cut costs, South Florida counties now are looking for ways to avoid locking up people for nonviolent 
misdemeanor crimes. 
 
Since 2015, Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties have passed laws that give police officers 
the discretion to issue citations to people caught with less than 20 grams of marijuana. The citations 
carry some combination of fine, community service and/or treatment, but no criminal charge. 
 
Broward commissioners are considering extending the practice to offenses such as petit theft, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, trespassing, possession of alcohol by a person under 21, disorderly 
conduct and littering. A person would not be eligible if they were charged with a misdemeanor 
connected to a felony, domestic violence, another violent crime or driving under the influence. 
 
In Palm Beach County, the Criminal Justice Commission has received a $2 million MacArthur grant to 
find ways to reduce the county’s jail population. Ideas include: 
 
-- Dropping warrants for low-level offenses that are more than 10 years old. 
 
-- Directing homeless people charged with minor offenses to housing and social services instead. 
 
-- Sending out reminders of court dates to defendants. (About 14 percent of the people jailed in 2016 
were there because they missed a court date.) 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/crime/fl-reg-broward-adult-civil-citations-20171116-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/crime/fl-reg-broward-adult-civil-citations-20171116-story.html
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-- Doing a better job identifying low-risk individuals who can be released while awaiting trial. 
 
Miami-Dade is ahead of its neighbors, implementing a program in 2010 that lets people avoid jail on 
minor crimes. In 2016, the county issued 6,796 adult citations. Most — 3,623 — were for marijuana 
possession, followed by 1,182 for possession of drug paraphernalia, 482 for violating park regulations 
and 311 for underage alcohol possession. 
 
When Palm Beach County commissioners approved marijuana citations in 2015, figures showed it cost 
$322,245 for the county to jail people between 2009 and 2015 for low-level marijuana possession. That 
amount increased to $1.1 million when a marijuana arrest was combined with other misdemeanor 
infractions. 
 
All three counties already have juvenile citation programs that help keep kids out of court on nonviolent 
misdemeanor. Those programs are models for the adult program Broward wants to implement. 
 
Kristina Henson, executive director of Palm Beach’s Criminal Justice Commission, said her county thinks 
it will have more impact to make the current system run better than to add a new adult citation 
program. 
 
"We’re not done. This has been the product of two year's worth of data and work," Henson said. "We’re 
just starting to look at the full picture of the types of people who are coming into our system." 
 
A 2016 study by James Austin, president of the JFA Institute, which evaluates criminal justice practices, 
found that Broward’s jail housed many homeless people on bonds of $100 or less, despite the non-
serious nature of their charges. On one day in August 2016, the jail held 818 people in minimum security 
awaiting trial, he said. 
 
“This large number begins to suggest that there is a significant number of pretrial defendants who could 
be safely released to the community under the supervision of the [Sheriff’s Office] or could be assigned 
to alternative housing,” Austin concluded. 
 
Broward Commissioner Dale Holness said his goal is “to ensure that we don’t continue to put low-
income people in jail and prison as much as we do.” The citation program would help with that, while 
ensuring that justice is served, he said. 
 
“This would hold them accountable for their actions,” Holness said. “They’re not getting off scot 
free.They’ll pay a price.” 
 
Broward officials hope to do more than just reduce the jail population. They also want to prevent 
blemishes on otherwise clean records, blemishes that could make it more difficult for people to get jobs. 
 
Broward Public Defender Howard Finkelstein said using citations will allow police the “opportunity to 
stop the behavior, to cite the behavior, to fine or remedy the behavior without branding that young 
person for the rest of their life.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Governor asked to remove Hallandale mayor who slurred words at meeting 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-hallandale-mayor-slurring-20171117-story.html 
 
STORY: Mayor Joy Cooper’s political rivals sent a letter to Gov. Rick Scott Friday, asking him to remove 
her from office two days after she slurred her words at a commission meeting and appeared to be under 
the influence of “some behavior-altering substance.” 
 
Cooper said she was not drunk or on meds but severely dehydrated after contracting “Montezuma’s 
revenge” during a recent trip to Mexico. 
 
“I have been extremely ill,” she said. “I have been eating crackers and milk and water and bananas for 
the past few days.’’ 
 
Cooper, mayor for the past 12 years, said Friday she had no idea she was slurring her words while 
running the meeting. 
 
The governor’s office said on Friday it would look into the matter. 
 
The letter, signed by Vice Mayor Keith London and Commissioner Michele Lazarow, accuses Cooper of 
rambling incoherently and being unfit to conduct city business. 
 
During the meeting, Cooper mispronounced several words. History became “sistory.” Democracy 
became “dismocraphy.” And insult became “intersult.” 
 
Not long after Wednesday’s meeting started, the deputy city manager called the mayor’s husband to 
take her home and the police chief confiscated her car keys, City Hall officials said. 
 
The mayor’s husband showed up to take her home, but she refused to go, saying she had work to do. 
 
London says he felt compelled to contact Gov. Scott’s office in the interest of the public good. 
 
“We are trying to conduct official business and we have tax dollars on the line,” he said. “It’s public 
money.” 
 
Earlier this year, Cooper said she did not plan to seek re-election in 2020. She has since changed her 
mind, she said. 
 
“I am very fit to serve as mayor,” she said. “I have always been fit to serve as mayor and I will always 
remain fit.” 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-hallandale-mayor-slurring-20171117-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: $43,000 missing from Broward school parking meters, audit finds 
BYLINE: Scott Travis 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-parking-fee-audit-20171116-story.html 
 
STORY: About $43,000 in Broward County school district parking fees has disappeared, an audit found, 
prompting a criminal investigation. 
 
The money was removed from parking meters outside district offices in Fort Lauderdale from Nov. 4, 
2014 until Sept. 1, 2015, when the district started only accepting credit cards. But the cash that was 
collected was never deposited into district bank accounts, the audit found. 
 
“There were no controls over parking operations,” Chief Auditor Pat Reilly said Thursday. “We had one 
person who was assigned to receive the cash, count the cash, reconcile the cash, deposit the cash and 
monitor all transactions.” 
 
That employee, district operations specialist Bette Ray, retired in May 2016 — before officials became 
aware of any irregularities. Ray “stated she had no explanation regarding the missing funds,” auditors 
wrote. 
 
Ray did not respond to requests for comment on Thursday. 
 
The case has been turned over to the Broward Sheriff’s Office, which is investigating, Reilly said. 
 
District officials noticed the discrepancies this year as they prepared to renew a parking contract with 
the city of Fort Lauderdale and reviewed their revenues. 
 
Under the contract, which began in November 2014, visitors pay $3 an hour to park in the lot at the KC 
Wright Administratiion Building. The district keeps that money, while the city collects revenues from 
citations given to those who park without paying. 
 
During the first 10 months of the agreement, the parking machines allowed cash or credit card 
payments. Starting Sept. 1, 2015, the machines quit accepting cash. 
 
Records from the parking vendor showed about $56,794 in cash was removed from the machines during 
the 10-month period in question, but only $13,690 was deposited, a discrepancy of $43,104. 
 
A district security specialist told auditors he had escorted Ray several times to deposit money to the 
Bright Star Credit Union in the K.C. Wright building. But the district didn’t have an account with the 
credit union, the audit found. 
 
“Upon request for all parking lot related documentation from district staff, we were told that all 
documentation was missing, such as deposit slips, bank records, ...revenue reports and pay station cash 
removal receipts,” the audit states. 
 
One mystery noted in the report is why the district stopped accepting cash in September 2015, eight 
months before Ray retired. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-parking-fee-audit-20171116-story.html
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Ray sent an email to the vendor asking for this change. She told auditors that former Police Chief 
Anthony Williams had asked that “his staff not be used to remove cash from the pay stations,” the audit 
states. 
 
But Williams denied making that statement, the audit said. 
 
“In fact, he stated that he was not aware that his staff was even included in the cash collecting from the 
pay stations,” auditors wrote. “He emphasized that he never made any statements regarding parking lot 
cash collections or operations related to parking lot revenues.” 
 
The district continues to accept only credit card payments for parking. They are now implementing 
recommendations by the auditors to reconcile parking reports monthly, and not allow one person so 
much control in handling money any time cash is received. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Video shows Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper's husband going on wild rant 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/video-shows-hallandale-beach-mayor-joy-
cooper-s-husband-going-on-wild-rant 
 
STORY: HALLANDALE BEACH, Fla. - It was bad enough when Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper began 
rambling and slurring her words at Wednesday night's commission meeting, but city officials took action 
after she abruptly got up and demanded the meeting be recessed because she wanted a drink of water, 
and began walking around on the dais arguing with colleagues.  
 
Deputy City Manager Nydia Rafols-Sallaberry called Cooper's husband, Harry Cooper, to come and assist 
his wife, whom the mayor later said felt she needed to go home and wasn't in shape to drive herself. 
 
But when Harry Cooper, an orthopedic surgeon, arrived, he only made the situation worse.  
 
When he saw Vice Mayor Keith London videotaping the mayor, Cooper began cursing at him and 
threatening him.  
 
"You are a piece of s***," he shouted, while a police officer restrained him. "C'mon hit me! I want you to 
hit me. I want you to hit me, Keith, so I can beat the crap out of you."  
 
After police moved him from that situation, he began accosting City Manager Roger Carlton while being 
forcefully restrained.  
 
"You're gone in February, you know that?" Harry Cooper shouted at the manager. "You don't have more 
than two votes ... it's a no!"  
 
"He's ready to be arrested," a calm Carlton said.  
 
"I'm not ready to be arrested!" Cooper shouted back. "I'm allowed to talk. This is free speech. You're 
gone in February. Gone!" 
 
Police physically removed Harry Cooper away from the manager.  
 
"How come he's the only city manager with his thumb up his ass?" Harry Cooper asked.  
 
At that point, Mayor Cooper, after stating that she doesn't "appreciate people saying I'm drunk," began 
verbally attacking the city manager.  
 
"I don't respect you," she said. "I think you're a liar. I still haven't figured out why you're here and why 
you stayed here." 
 
She demanded that he resign before he was "embarrassed." 
 
In the end, Mayor Cooper refused to leave and the meeting resumed, where the fighting began anew. 
 

https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/video-shows-hallandale-beach-mayor-joy-cooper-s-husband-going-on-wild-rant
https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/video-shows-hallandale-beach-mayor-joy-cooper-s-husband-going-on-wild-rant
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Commissioner Michele Lazarow accused the mayor of being intoxicated and Cooper shot back that 
Lazarow had a drug problem. Lazarow has been in addiction recovery for 18 years. 
 
"The poor girl had a mental problem," Mayor Cooper said.  
 
"Are you talking to me?" Lazarow asked.  
 
"Yes, I am talking to you," Cooper said.  
  
"You are a liar and you're stoned, so I'm going to forgive you today because you are stoned," Lazarow 
said.  
 
Cooper claims she was simply feeling poorly and wasn't under the influence. She told Local 10 News that 
she'd been on a diet of "rice, bananas and Gatorade" after a trip to Mexico where she got a case of 
"Montezuma's revenge."  
 
"When you get dehydrated and you don't feel well, you don't feel well," she said the following day.  
 
The mayor also defended her behavior and that of her husband.  
 
"I had to get up and get water. I needed a break. I didn't feel well," she said.   
 
"But you can't just stop a meeting and say, 'it's over' and 'shut up' to the people who are talking," Local 
10's Bob Norman asked.  
 
"I said, 'I need a break,'" Joy Cooper said.  
 
The mayor also defended her husband's behavior.  
 
"Everyone knows my husband loves me," she said.  
 
"You're not going to argue that your husband's behavior outside was appropriate?" Norman asked.  
 
"My husband was [acting out of] anger," she said. "He spoke his mind. He spoke his mind."  
 
Lazarow and London told Local 10 News that they don't buy the mayor's contention that she was simply 
under the weather. On Friday, they mailed a letter to Gov. Rick Scott, asking that his office investigate 
the matter. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Hallandale Beach mayor slurs words, walks off dais at commission meeting 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/politics/mayor-slurs-words-walks-off-dais-at-commission-meeting 
 
STORY: HALLANDALE BEACH, Fla. - It was obvious early on during Wednesday night's commission 
meeting that Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper wasn't quite right, slurring several words and rambling 
for several minutes at a time.  
 
The word history became "sistory," democracy was "dismocraphy," candid was "cannid" and insult was 
"intersult."  
 
Commissioner Michele Lazarow, no political ally of the mayor, called her out in less-than-diplomatic 
terms, calling it "incoherent babbling and rambling."  
 
"You're an embarrassment, mayor," she said. "You don't know where to put a period." 
 
Shortly after that, Cooper simply got up and declared it was time for a break, disrupting the meeting and 
arguing with Lazarow and Vice Mayor Keith London before being escorted off. It was at about that time 
that Deputy City Manager Nydia Rafols-Sallaberry called the mayor's husband to take her home.  
 
But she refused to leave, and her husband began cursing at London and others, ranting obscenely and at 
one point challenging the vice mayor to a fight in the parking lot.  
 
Finally, at the end of the night, police drove the mayor home. 
 
Cooper told Local 10 News that she was not under the influence, but was simply under the weather 
after a trip to Mexico, calling it a case of "Montezuma's revenge."  
 
"The last three days I have been living on rice, bananas and Gatorade," she said. "Apparently, my 
colleagues believe I was under the influence of some kind of medication or drugs or whatever. No I 
wasn't." 

https://www.local10.com/news/politics/mayor-slurs-words-walks-off-dais-at-commission-meeting

