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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Police: Vice Mayor Joked About Running Over Cops 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/police-vice-mayor-joked-about-running-over-cops/ 
 
STORY: Margate Vice Mayor Arlene Schwartz quipped late last month publicly about about running over 
police officers with a vehicle, says the city’s Fraternal Other of Police president. 
 
FOP Lodge #75 President George Woolley called Schwartz comments “outrageous and unacceptable.” 
 
A longtime Margate politician, Schwartz is due to be named the city’s mayor by her fellow 
commissioners on Wednesday. 
 
In an open letter obtained by Browardbeat.com, Wooley put his thoughts in writing: 
 
He wrote that the incident occurred at the City of Margate Fall Festival as Schwartz was “walking in the 
VIP Parking area towards her vehicle (she)  made an unsolicited comment, which was directed at the 
officers standing nearby.  The comment was “Be careful we have a bet going on how many cops we can 
mow down.” 
 
(I find it curious that commissioners park in a VIP area. Do these small town politicians really believe 
they are Very Important People? I guess commissioners like Schwartz believe they are so important they 
don’t have to park in the same place as the other 58,000 residents of Margate.) 
 
Schwartz has been around politics long enough to know when to keep her mouth shut. The retired 
Community Schools Director from the Broward Schools, Schwartz has been on-and-off the City 
Commission since 1991. She was mayor before in 1999-2001. 
 
I’m sure Schwartz, who could not be reached for comment, will tell Browardbeat.com it was all a joke.  
Well, if it was a joke, Arlene, it wasn’t funny! 
 
Or as Woolley wrote, “Words matter and they have consequences.  As we (police officers) are held to a 
higher standard of conduct, so should elected officials.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Former South Florida Officer Uses Son's Battle to Train Agencies in Dealing With Autistic 
Residents 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Former-South-Florida-Officer-Uses-Sons-Battle-to-Train-
Agencies-in-Dealing-With-Autistic-Residents-457189703.html 
 
STORY: The love of one local father and former police officer is propelling him beyond the call of duty 
for his son – and teaching current officers skills that really hit home. 
 
For Bart Barta, teaching about autism is personal. Barta's 13 year old son Daniel was diagnosed with 
autism ten years ago – something that one out of every 68 kids in the United States is diagnosed with. 
 
"The whole trajectory of our family life completely changed because now our focus was on getting 
Daniel the therapies that he really needed,” the former Coral Gables officer and retired commander 
said. 
 
Barta has provided special autism training for more than five thousand officers from South Florida to 
Tennessee. His motivation is simple. 
 
"I want Daniel to be safe, I want other people with autism to be safe if they come in contact with a law 
enforcement officer,” Barta said. 
 
Last year, a 23 year old man with autism wandered from his group home. In an encounter with North 
Miami officers, police shot his caretaker, Charles Kinsey. Kinsey was wounded in the leg, and survived. 
 
"After that incident occurred in North Miami, I was contacted by the police department and asked if I 
could come and provide training to their officers and I did,” said Barta. 
 
Barta says he trained their whole department, teaching officers to recognize and respond to someone 
with autism. Barta says those who don’t receive training are going to think they are seeing something 
that they are not in fact seeing. He knows this because he sees it with his son. 
 
"When Daniel gets nervous or he gets anxious, he may have difficulty communicating effectively,” Barta 
said. "If you ask a person with autism where do you live, they may tell the officer, in a house, and then 
the officer might think that the person is being a smart Alec, in fact the person is not, because that's 
literally what they heard" 
 
Barta said the most important thinks is understand and acceptance – and it's a mission that makes 
Daniel proud of his dad. 
 
"It (the training) helps, you know,” Daniel said. “He had his job for a long time and that he's able to 
accomplish it." 
 
This October, a new state law was enacted requiring the same training Barta is doing for all law 
enforcement officers in the state of Florida. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: BSO deputies hospitalized after boat collides with cruise ship at Port Everglades 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-deputies-hospitalized-after-boat-collides-with-cruise-ship/ 
 
STORY: PORT EVERGLADES, Fla. (WSVN) — Two Broward Sheriff’s Office deputies were taken to a 
hospital, Saturday, after their patrol boat crashed into a cruise ship in Port Everglades Harbor. 
 
Officials said the deputies’ patrol boat had a mechanical failure, causing it to collide with the Holland 
America Oosterdam cruise ship, around 4:30 p.m. 
 
Both deputies were transported to Broward Health Medical Center with non-life-threatening injuries. 
 
The departure of the Holland America Oosterdam was delayed as crews inspected the superficial 
damage. 
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