
 

 
 

  

BROWARD COUNTY PBA 
DAILY CLIPS  

      

October 16, 2017 
 

 



1 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: All Broward cities raising taxes, but total bill could fall 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski and Brittany Wallman 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-tax-bills-rising-20171009-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward County property owners face paying $175 million more this year in city and county 
taxes. 
 
The total tax bill some property owners receive could actually drop this year the school district and 
other taxing agencies will collect less. But the portion that goes to each city and the county is increasing. 
 
The county and its 31 cities are all raising taxes, according to a Sun Sentinel analysis of their budget and 
tax notices, by an average increase of 10 percent. The new charges will show up on tax bills being mailed 
Oct. 31. 
 
How much each person pays is determined by two factors: the assessed value of their property and the 
tax rate set by the city or county. Because property values have been on the rise, local governments can 
leave their tax rates the same and still collect more taxes. That’s what 17 of them voted to do this year. 
 
The city and county tax collections, which also include money from new construction, have been steadily 
rising in the county, according to the Sun Sentinel analysis: Up $108 million in 2015, $120 million in 2016 
and $175 million this year, for a three-year total of $403 million. 
 
A decadelong recovery 
 
Officials say they are still struggling to get back to providing the services they did before the Great 
Recession a decade ago, when they were forced to make cuts. 
 
They’re adding police, firefighters and other city employees to handle their growing needs, giving 
employees raises, building up emergency reserves or plowing more money into road, park, water and 
sewer improvements. 
 
Fort Lauderdale’s city tax rate has remained the same for 11 years, including after the real estate bubble 
burst and declining property values resulted in a tax break for property owners. 
 
For the last six years, keeping the rate the same has meant a tax increase. 
 
This year, it amounted to $11.1 million, or 8.7 percent more than last year’s, according to the city’s 
“notice of proposed tax increase.” 
 
The Coral Springs Commission approved the largest percentage tax increase in the county this year, 
about a 25 percent increase in city taxes for the average homeowner. 
 
“You’re taxing me to death. This is destroying us,” business owner John Serino complained to Coral 
Springs commissioners at their final budget hearing in September. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-tax-bills-rising-20171009-story.html
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Coral Springs officials justified their increase by saying their roads and parks are suffering, their reserves 
have been drained significantly to clean up after Hurricane Irma and people expect a higher quality of 
service from the city. 
 
“We have a plan to resurface roads, but that plan keeps getting kicked down the road because we didn’t 
have the funding,” Coral Springs Commissioner Joy Carter said. “I was certainly not interested in getting 
any type of increase if we could not see visible improvements in the city.” 
 
An average homeowner in the city, whose property was assessed at $250,000 last year and who receives 
a homestead exemption, will pay about $240 more in city operating taxes this year, about $1,200 in all. 
 
However, the total tax bill, when assessments for the county, schools and other agencies are included, is 
only going up $200, to $4,173, which means the balance of the non-city taxes has declined. 
 
Meanwhile, a similarly priced homesteaded property in Fort Lauderdale is facing only a $17 increase in 
its city taxes and an overall tax bill of $3,778 — $33 less than last year. 
 
Broward’s largest increases 
 
How do Broward cities compare this year? 
 
The cities that have approved the largest proportional increases in tax revenue, including the money 
they’ll get from new buildings, are: 
 
— Coral Springs, 24.4 percent. 
— Dania Beach, 20.1 percent. 
— Cooper City, 18.9 percent. 
— Coconut Creek, 16.6 percent. 
— Hollywood, 14.6 percent. 
— Davie, 13.5 percent. 
— Pompano Beach, 12 percent. 
— Wilton Manors, 11.7 percent. 
— West Park, 11 percent. 
— Sunrise, 10.4 percent. 
— Tamarac, 10.1 percent. 
 
Last year, only two cities raised tax collections more than 10 percent, according to a Sun Sentinel 
analysis. The previous year, only three cities did. 
 
Six cities this year lowered their rates, but not enough to avoid raising property taxes: Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea, North Lauderdale, Oakland Park, Parkland, Plantation, and Wilton Manors. 
 
To lower or not to lower 
 
Many local officials said they didn’t consider dropping their tax rates because that could put them in a 
predicament if voters approve a referendum next year giving a bigger tax break to property owners. The 
November 2018 ballot question would add another $25,000 exemption — on top of the existing $50,000 
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exemption — for homesteaded properties valued at more than $125,000. If approved, the new 
exemption would take effect in 2019. 
 
Cooper City City Manager Bruce Loucks said the upcoming referendum was part of the reason for his 
city’s decision to raise the tax rate, and the same was true in Coral Springs. Broward commissioners have 
included $11 million in their budget this year that they don’t intend to spend — and plan to do the same 
next year — to offset the negative impact on the county’s future budget if the referendum passes. 
 
Dominic Calabro, president and CEO of the nonprofit, watchdog group Florida TaxWatch, said raising 
taxes now in expectation of the referendum passing goes beyond being “taxpayer unfriendly and 
inappropriately aggressive.” 
 
The ballot item, which requires 60 percent voter approval, might not pass, he said. And even if it did, 
Calabro said governments first should look at their spending and “go through the budget with fine-tooth 
combs.” 
 
“They ought to find ways of reducing expenditures,” he said. “I think they’d do the community and 
themselves a great service by controlling spending first or making efforts to do that.” 
 
The added exemption wouldn’t reduce property tax income below current levels, but it would mean 
cities get a smaller increase if they keep tax rates the same, Property Appraiser Marty Kiar said. 
 
For example, Wilton Manors reduced its tax rate this year, but still will bring in about $834,000 more in 
property taxes because of a large increase in property values. If the new exemption passes as expected, 
the increase in taxes flowing into the city would only be reduced by $333,000, according to a property 
appraiser analysis. 
 
City Manager Leigh Ann Henderson recommended cutting the tax rate this year, saying she was 
preparing for the additional homestead exemption by curbing the growth of government and slightly 
reducing the overall city budget. 
 
Growing needs 
 
In some cities, property owners pay an extra city tax for major bond programs. Those extra taxes require 
voter approval but can appear on tax bills for decades. In Margate, voters in 2016 agreed to pay extra 
for improving streets, sidewalks and bridges. The extra tax is going down slightly, but the tax to run the 
city is going up, so the total tax rate will remain the same as last year. Broward County did the same 
with its operating and voted debt tax rates. 
 
Fort Lauderdale’s extra tax is going down this year, so the total city tax rate will go down. Plantation and 
Lauderhill have new property taxes for major public works projects, approved by voters in 2016. 
 
Those extra, voter-approved taxes are not included in the Sun Sentinel’s analysis, which focused on the 
tax elected officials set to pay for general city operations. 
 
Many cities are beefing up public safety. 
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Plantation is adding two police officers and 16 emergency medical personnel, 12 of them full-time, 
Mayor Diane Veltri Bendekovic said. 
 
Margate is adding two police officers and seven firefighters/paramedics, in addition to buying police and 
fire vehicles and equipment, Finance Director Mary Beazley said. 
 
And in Pembroke Pines, the city is adding 10 employees — four police officers, three police service 
aides, a forensic examiner, a video media examiner and an administrative assistant for the city’s new 
body camera program. The city also is buying patrol cars, ambulances and a fire engine, night vision 
goggles, body cameras and ballistic shields for officers. 
 
Pembroke Pines Mayor Frank Ortis said residents realize city expenses are going up just like the 
expenses they have at home. They just want to make sure their money is being spent well, he said. 
Pembroke Pines has kept its tax rate flat for five years, Ortis said, although that rate means an extra $5 
million this year because of increased property values and new construction. 
 
“We don’t want to raise anymore than we have to, but we have to have the services for our residents 
and they agree,” Ortis said, indicating only two people spoke at the city’s budget hearing. 
 
“When they don’t come out, they’re satisfied. That’s how I view it,” Ortis said. “Because if they’re not 
satisfied, they’ll let you know.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward jail inmate died slow, painful, preventable death, lawsuit says 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-bso-jail-death-lawsuit-20171012-story.html 
 
STORY: He claimed he had degrees in psychology, law and electrical engineering. That the CIA had hired 
him to fight in Vietnam, where he was exposed to Agent Orange. That he had been arrested for 
trafficking cocaine and he was divorced. 
 
But none of that was true. 
 
And as a result, a court psychologist found Scott Burrell, of Coral Springs, incompetent to stand trial. 
 
Nine days later, on March 30, 2016, the 62-year-old developer was found in his Broward County jail cell 
curled into the fetal position, covered in urine, feces and vomit and complaining of severe abdominal 
pain. 
 
Two days after that he was dead from what a federal lawsuit says was a preventable death from what 
would have been a treatable condition — if jail staff had transferred him to a hospital for proper care. 
 
Burrell’s case echoes others featured in a December 2016 Sun Sentinel investigation, “Death on Their 
Watch.” The project found that Armor Correctional Health Services of Miami, the private company paid 
to handle jail health care, had failed to protect Broward inmates endangered by their mental illnesses — 
with deadly consequences. 
 
A review of thousands of pages of court, medical and jail records showed that seven Broward inmates 
since 2010 killed themselves or suffered dramatic weight loss while they were held alone in cells, 
despite long-standing concerns about the impact of isolation on people with mental illnesses. 
 
And a lawsuit filed in a separate case in December 2016 by the lawyer now representing Burrell’s estate 
contended that five other inmate deaths in 2011 and 2012 were preventable and reflected a pattern of 
putting "profits before patients." 
 
Burrell’s case mirrors the same pattern — at the hands of the same doctors, according to the latest 
lawsuit lodged against the Broward Sheriff’s Office, Armor, two of its doctors, John Martin and Stanley 
Frankowitz, and several nurses. 
 
The Coral Springs man’s family is suing the parties, saying they ignored Burrell’s glaringly obvious mental 
health and physical ailments and failed to provide him with medication or adequate treatment. 
 
Diagnosed with bipolar disorder and arrested for taking an ax to his wife’s locked bedroom door, Burrell 
had been involuntarily hospitalized for psychological treatment one week before his Feb. 18, 2016 
arrest. 
 
The married father of two spent two months in jail refusing medication, exhibiting delusional behavior 
and making fantastical claims, according to the lawsuit. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-bso-jail-death-lawsuit-20171012-story.html


6 
 

The medical examiner concluded that Burrell’s death was a natural death caused by inflammation to the 
tissue that lines the abdomen and a ruptured bowel. 
 
The lawsuit says: “Mr. Burrell died a slow, painful and preventable death from a common treatable 
medical condition.” 
 
The lawsuit summarizes nine other cases of Broward County jail deaths it deems negligent and 
preventable. 
 
Filed Thursday in federal court in Fort Lauderdale, Burrell’s lawsuit accuses Armor, which is paid $25 
million annually for health care at the county's four jails, of intentionally not sending Burrell to an 
outside hospital for treatment because it would cut into the company's profits. 
 
Armor is responsible for paying up to $50,000 for an inmate's care at an outside facility, according to the 
company's contract with the Broward County Sheriff's Office. That means Armor has a financial 
incentive not to send seriously ill inmates to an outside health care provider, according to the lawsuit. 
 
The company has previously said that the fact that it has an individual cap contradicts any claim that it 
has an incentive not to provide care. Armor said it made about 11,000 referrals for off-site care over the 
past decade. 
 
“Armor does not comment on pending litigation,” a company spokeswoman said Friday in an emailed 
statement. “In addition, Armor is committed to its patients’ rights to confidentiality, and it adheres to 
Federal HIPAA privacy laws that prohibit discussing specific patient information.” 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office also declined to comment on pending litigation or inmates’ health care. 
 
When Burrell, who had no criminal record, was booked into the jail he was identified as having bipolar 
disorder. It also was noted that he had recently been “hospitalized for a serious psychiatric illness just 
days before his arrest.” And within six days, Burrell told a doctor that “he felt that he was on the edge of 
a manic episode,” the lawsuit said. 
 
Burrell paced his cell with a laundry bag over his shoulder, claiming he and his fellow inmates were 
Colombian freedom fighters. He refused all but one of his psychotropic medications. He talked to 
himself and claimed he owned the jail, that he was a millionaire and a doctor. 
 
After an interview on March 21, 2016 — three weeks into Burrell’s incarceration — a forensic 
psychologist found that Burrell was incompetent to stand trial. The doctor diagnosed Burrell with 
bipolar disorder with psychotic features and concluded that Burrell met the legal criteria for involuntary 
hospitalization. His condition would stabilize, the doctor predicted, with psychotropic medications in a 
secure psychiatric setting, court records show. 
 
By March 30, 2016, Burrell was complaining of severe abdominal pain. His vital signs were critical. His jail 
uniform was soaked in urine. He was disheveled and dirty and so unsteady on his feet that he was taken 
to the infirmary in a wheelchair. Despite all of this, plus shortness of breath, rapid heart rate and an 
elevated temperature, the jail’s medical staff failed to transfer Burrell to a hospital for treatment, the 
lawsuit said. 
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It was later that same day that Burrell was found in his cell, curled up and covered in filth. His pulse was 
extremely rapid and his blood pressure critically low. He winced in pain when a washcloth touched his 
stomach. 
 
The next day, the results of a blood draw showed an elevated white blood cell count indicating that 
Burrell had a severe infection and dehydration, and still he remained in the jail, according to the lawsuit. 
 
On the following day, green vomit was found at Burrell’s bedside. His stomach was distended and 
tender. He was disoriented and asking to see his wife, who he thought was downstairs. 
 
Ten hours later, at 10:45 a.m., Burrell was found unresponsive in his cell. He was finally taken to a 
hospital emergency room at 11:43 a.m. Sixteen minutes later, Burrell was pronounced dead, according 
to the lawsuit. 
 
“The death of this dedicated father and husband is an outrage,” Greg Lauer, the Burrell family’s lawyer, 
said Friday. “And his inadequate care is morally and legally indefensible.” 
 
The lawsuit seeks a $10 million award of compensatory damages. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale mayor race heats up 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-sb-fort-lauderdale-mayor-
trantalis-20171016-story.html 
 
STORY: The race for Fort Lauderdale mayor heated up Monday, with the announcement that 
Commissioner Dean Trantalis will run for the seat. 
 
He is the second city commissioner in the race. Commissioner Bruce Roberts is also seeking the seat. So 
is former City Commissioner Charlotte Rodstrom. 
 
Trantalis said the city needs new leadership to address a sewer system that regularly spills into streets 
and waterways, a wave of dense development he says the city may be unprepared for, and inadequate 
plans to turn around homelessness, traffic gridlock, and the high cost of housing. 
 
Trantalis will be required under state law to resign his seat to run. The effective date of his resignation 
will coincide with the swearing-in date of his replacement. Fort Lauderdale has term limits, but Trantalis 
could have sought another term. 
 
Mayor Jack Seiler is leaving office due to term limits. His political plans are still unknown. 
 
Trantalis’s announcement kicked off immediate jostling of potential candidates for his seat. 
 
Fort Lauderdale is expected to hold a Jan. 16 primary and March 13 general election. The dates are not 
confirmed. Broward Elections Supervisor Dr. Brenda Snipes has told the city she cannot hold the primary 
election when called for in the city charter. 
 
Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler delays decision on running for attorney general or county commission 
Possible candidates for Trantalis’s seat include activists Steve Glassman and Tim Balcombe. Also, former 
Commissioner Tim Smith said “the idea of returning to public service is intriguing” to him. 
 
Official qualifying for the races is expected to be conducted in November. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-sb-fort-lauderdale-mayor-trantalis-20171016-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-sb-fort-lauderdale-mayor-trantalis-20171016-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Florida gun laws fail to block sales to dangerously disturbed people 
BYLINE: Megan O'Matz 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-baker-act-law-guns-20170505-story.html 
 
STORY: As doctors revived her mother from an overdose, a distraught Tampa Bay teen told police her 
mother believed she had a demon on her back, talked to herself of the end times, and vowed the two 
would die together in a suicide pact. 
 
Less than a year later, Florida cleared the woman to buy a shotgun. 
 
Within two weeks, she and the teen were dead, shot with that very gun. 
 
Florida has repeatedly failed in its efforts to keep guns away from mentally ill people who are a danger 
to themselves or others, a Sun Sentinel investigation has found. 
 
The state’s strategy has been two-fold. A decade ago, lawmakers banned gun sales to people who had 
been forcibly committed to mental hospitals. Four years ago, Florida broadened the ban to include 
those who voluntarily commit themselves for long-term psychiatric treatment. 
 
Florida court clerks have struggled with the initial law, taking up to three years to input thousands of 
names into the database used for gun-purchase background checks and entering incorrect information 
for hundreds of others, state audits concluded. 
 
Now doctors and hospitals are failing to flag the names of patients who should be prohibited from 
buying guns under the 2013 expansion of the law, the Sun Sentinel found. 
 
“If you’re a danger to yourself or others, you have no business getting out and being able to purchase 
firearms,” said Marion Hammer, a lobbyist for the National Rifle Association. 
 
“There is nothing wrong with the law. What is wrong is the system is not working, and people are not 
following the law.” 
 
The 2013 measure came in response to a growing outcry nationwide over gun violence and mass 
shootings. Advocates for the mentally ill, however, knew the greatest benefit could be keeping unstable 
people from killing themselves. 
 
Two out of three gun deaths in Florida are due to suicide – far outnumbering those caused by murder or 
accidents, according to the most recent state statistics. 
 
Despite the Legislature’s efforts in the past decade, suicides by gunshot are up 23 percent per capita and 
homicides have not declined, statistics kept by the Florida Department of Health show. 
 
Other statistics indicate a problem: Florida has far fewer entries than other large states in the FBI’s index 
of mentally unstable people barred from gun purchases. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-baker-act-law-guns-20170505-story.html
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By the end of last year, FBI figures shows Florida submitted a total of about 140,000 records on people 
prohibited from buying guns because of mental health issues. Texas had nearly double the amount; New 
York three times the number, and California five times as many. 
 
The FBI would not address disparities in state data, though in recent years many states have made large 
strides to gather and submit information that would disqualify a mentally ill person from buying a gun. 
 
Numbers don’t add up 
 
Florida lawmakers recognized years ago that they needed to improve upon the law that barred gun 
purchases for people committed for long-term mental health treatment. That’s because many of even 
the most severely troubled people are not involuntarily committed; more commonly their doctors 
persuade them to volunteer for long-term treatment. That meant that many who might be dangerously 
troubled would still be free to buy guns. 
 
In 2013, the Legislature broadened the law to enable doctors and hospitals to add those people to the 
list of those who can’t buy guns. 
 
The Sun Sentinel reviewed data from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and found the only 
county doing a credible job under the new law is Hillsborough, which had submitted nearly 3,500 names 
since July 2013. 
 
In many other counties, the number of names doctors and hospitals have added to list since 2013 is low 
-- extremely low: 
 

• Miami-Dade, twice as large as Hillsborough and the state’s most populous county, entered just 
273 names. 

• Broward, the state’s second-most populous county, has submitted about 640 names, with more 
than half of them in the first full year of the law and steadily declining each year since. 

• Palm Beach County, Florida’s third largest, has flagged 844 names. 
• Duval County, which includes the large city of Jacksonville, has entered only seven names total -- 

all in 2014. 
• Ten Florida counties reported no names at all. 

 
It is not plausible that Florida’s three most populous counties, Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm, had 
fewer eligible names than Hillsborough. 
 
“Miami-Dade County has the highest percentage of people with serious mental illness of any urban area 
in the United States,” said Miami-Dade County Judge Steve Leifman, a nationally-recognized expert on 
mental health and criminal justice. 
 
Interviews with key figures involved with creating and carrying out the law reveal various breakdowns. 
They say doctors are unaware of or confused by the law, or unwilling or unable to declare a patient an 
“imminent danger” and file the paperwork with the local court. 
 
Though they have to sign only one form, some doctors find the law too burdensome. Others complain it 
puts them in an awkward spot: Telling patients that if they agree to needed treatment, they risk losing 
their right to buy a gun. 
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Even when doctors do file, courts have rejected petitions because the paperwork is unsigned, 
incomplete or insufficient. For example: Miami-Dade courts rejected as insufficient 30 percent of the 
petitions filed so far this year. 
 
“I think on a statewide basis we need to meet and look at how the law is working and look at changes 
that would make it work more efficiently,” said John Dow, president and CEO of the South Florida 
Behavioral Health Network, which coordinates mental health programs in Miami-Dade and Monroe 
counties. “It needs the involvement of all parties: the courts, the judges, the providers -- particularly the 
physicians.” 
 
Wanted gun to “kill cops” 
 
In Florida, mentally ill people can be hospitalized against their will dozens of times and still be free to 
buy a gun. 
 
Hialeah Police forced one such man into emergency mental health treatment nearly 30 times, police 
reports show. He clearly wanted to harm himself or others: In 2014, he texted his mother, asking that 
she buy him a rifle and handgun so he could kill himself; in 2015 he put a knife to his neck and held his 
mother hostage in a two-hour standoff. 
 
This February, he again told her he wanted to fulfill a dream: to buy a weapon. Frightened but unable to 
stop him, she followed her 32-year-old son to a Hialeah gun shop, where she begged managers not to 
sell him a weapon and called police, according to Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office records. 
 
It’s a good thing she did – he was saying he wanted to “kill cops.” Although her son had been committed 
to a mental hospital in the past, court clerks never sent the record to the database of prohibited gun 
buyers, according to an official familiar with the case. 
 
Police took him to a hospital. And finally, the court ensured that his name was flagged in the background 
check system. 
 
Some states allow police discretion on whether to issue a gun permit. Florida does not. 
 
“We have said our goodbye” 
 
Even when authorities know a person is dangerously disturbed, they may be powerless or unwilling to 
act. 
 
Police, doctors and welfare officials knew of Elizabeth Genthner’s troubles long before she and her 17-
year-old daughter, Simonne Say, were found shot to death in their apartment near St. Petersburg in 
Pinellas County in December 2015. 
 
Police believe they carried out a double suicide but can’t be sure Genthner did not help her daughter 
pull the trigger. 
 
Genthner’s mental health issues were known to child welfare workers, police and physicians at Largo 
Medical Center, but they either could not or would not block her ability to buy a gun. 
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In December 2014, Genthner overdosed in a suicide attempt and was hospitalized for emergency mental 
health treatment. 
 
In a hospital waiting room, Simonne tearfully told a Largo Police officer her mother spoke of 
Armageddon and the demon that never left her. 
 
The girl told the officer that “all this has been building up” and “we killed our cats for it.” 
 
She described how the pair had made a pact to die together by driving off the Grand Canyon or by 
shooting themselves. 
 
Despite the disturbing portrait, police could not act to bar any future gun sale to Genthner. She’d have 
to have been committed by a judge to a mental institution or her name submitted to the court by a 
doctor. 
 
State child welfare officials became involved with the family, too, briefly putting Simonne in foster care, 
knowing Genthner “demonstrated significant mental health issues,” a report states. But child welfare 
workers do not have a role in entering names into the gun database. 
 
A social worker who routinely visited the home after Simonne returned told authorities she is not even 
allowed to ask whether families have guns. 
 
California in 2014 adopted a law that allows police or family members to petition the courts to 
temporarily prevent a fragile, mentally ill person from purchasing guns or ammunition. Florida has no 
such measure. 
 
On Nov. 18, 2015, Genthner and her daughter went to a Clearwater gun shop and Genthner chose a 
shotgun. The background check at first came back as a “conditional non-approval” -- likely because 
Genthner had been arrested on drug charges in the past but never convicted of a felony. 
 
Within a few days, however, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement approved the purchase, a 
police report states. 
 
FDLE could not comment on its approval of the purchase or provide any clarification on its decision 
because, under law, any records on its review are confidential and FDLE has to destroy the records 
within 48 hours of relaying its decision to the gun dealer. 
 
Genthner and her daughter returned to the shop and claimed the gun on Nov. 27, 2015 – Simonne’s 
birthday. 
 
A week later, they were dead. 
 
In their home, police found drawings of tombstones on the living room wall, Led Zeppelin’s Stairway to 
Heaven playing on repeat, and a note on the bedroom door that declared the act a double suicide and 
read: “We have said our goodbye.” 
 
Some states are stricter than Florida on gun purchases by mentally ill people 
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CONNECTICUT – Prohibits gun sales to anyone voluntarily admitted to a psychiatric hospital within the 
past six months. Psychiatric hospitals have to notify the state Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services of admissions. Those records are checked by a public safety agency when a person 
applies for a permit to buy a gun. 
 
HAWAII — Requires purchasers to first obtain a permit from the Chief of Police and direct their doctors 
to release any mental health records. Anyone diagnosed with a significant behavioral, emotional, or 
mental disorder is barred from purchase unless they produce a letter from a doctor saying they are no 
longer adversely affected by the disorder. 
 
ILLINOIS — Requires gun purchasers to obtain an ID card from state police, who can deny the card to 
anyone who has been a patient in a mental hospital in the past five years. 
 
MASSACHUSETTS – Requires a person obtain a firearm license or ID card from local police to purchase or 
possess a gun. State police can suspend, revoke or refuse to issue a license to anyone they believe is not 
suitable and poses a risk to public safety. This can include anyone admitted to a hospital for an 
emergency psychiatric evaluation or because of actions or statements leading to the hospitalization, 
such as a suicide threat. People can challenge the decision in court. 
 
NEW JERSEY — Requires a permit issued by the state police to purchase a gun. Applicants have to report 
whether they have ever been confined to a mental hospital for treatment or observation or whether 
they have been treated by a doctor on an outpatient basis for a mental condition. If so, police may deny 
the permit. 


