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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Tools of war for soldiers, not cops | Editorial 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
LINK:  http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-op-editorial-military-tanks-streets-20171007-
story.html 
 
STORY: President Trump’s “War on Crime” looks more like a war on anything backed by former 
President Barack Obama. 
 
The latest is a reversal of Obama’s executive order imposing stricter rules on a government program 
that gives surplus military gear to civilian police departments. 
 
Since 1996, when Bill Clinton signed the law allowing the Defense Logistic Agency to shed unused 
military weaponry by giving it to local law enforcement agencies, $6 billion worth of material has found 
its way into police hands. 
 
That’s why we began seeing tank-like vehicles in St. Patrick’s Day parades, for instance, and police 
officers appearing at crime scenes carrying M16 rifles. 
 
As the program grew, more than 8,000 police agencies queued up for a handout from the military. And 
the routine crime scene appeared at times like SEAL Team Six on the move. 
 
Critics of the program were opposed almost from the start, but went into overdrive after the events in 
Ferguson, Missouri, where half-track vehicles let loose helmeted cops clad in body armor. 
 
Congressional inquiries resulted in a number of recommendations to reduce the dissemination of such 
items as bayonets, grenade launchers, automatic weapons and tracked battle wagons. 
 
Obama adopted the congressional findings in the executive order Trump just reversed. In just a few 
tweets, the “War on Crime” has gone from metaphor to reality. 
 
The Defense Logistic Agency is touchy about charges that it has contributed to the militarization of 
civilian police forces. Weapons account for only 5 percent of the agency’s grants and 1 percent of so-
called tactical vehicles, it says. 
 
Here in South Florida, SWAT teams have the look of an invading army, with or without the military 
handouts, which simply round out the existing arsenal. 
 
Criminal justice reformers have long supported community policing, cops seen as approachable friends, 
not invading occupiers. Tune into coverage of virtually any big-city police department’s handling of 
protesters for a sample of what community policing is not. 
 
Long before this program began, police forces revealed their tendency to employ war-like equipment. In 
the early ‘70s, when Fort Lauderdale still ruled as America’s spring break capital and crowds of 
inebriated college students partied at Las Olas and the beach, the city bought “The Monster,” an 
enormous armored war wagon. 
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It’s first deployment was greeted with gasps. Photos of college students facing down what looked like a 
tank made front pages across America. Tourism officials were torn. Did Lauderdale get a black eye as a 
haven for mobs of drunken collegians or was it those photos of “The Monster” rolling into the crowds? 
 
They opted to garage “The Monster” and the college students opted for Key West, Daytona and the 
islands. 
 
But that was then. A little bit at a time, the cringe factor of tanks in the street diminished and it was a 
rare city that didn’t have at least one military vehicle gassed up and ready to roll. 
 
These days the civilly disobedient face cops in body armor, combat boots and helmets pouring out of 
armored personnel carriers. 
 
While it is true that the majority of these trappings of war are paid for with local taxes, they are 
augmented by the military surplus program. 
 
This growing chasm between police and the people they serve is only widened by the liberal distribution 
of military weaponry to civilian police departments. 
 
The Obama administration’s modifications were a good but partial step in the right direction. The Trump 
administration’s reversal of them is inexcusable and should stop immediately. 
 
Editorials are the opinion of the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board and written by one of its members or a 
designee. The Editorial Board consists of Editorial Page Editor Rosemary O'Hara, Elana Simms, Andy Reid, 
Deborah Ramirez and Editor-in-Chief Howard Saltz. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: RV company donates campers to displaced officers 
BYLINE: Emily Bloch 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/davie/fl-dcg-rvdonation-1010-txt-20171010-
story.html 
 
STORY: A shiny, new camper sat in a parking lot, hitched to a black Ford F-150. It was about to make a 
85 mile trip to the Florida Keys along with four other similar RVs. 
 
In late Sept. following Hurricane Irma's hit, RV Sales of Broward — a Davie-based recreational vehicle 
dealership — donated five campers to Monroe County Sheriff's deputies who were left without homes. 
 
"These law enforcement officers have lost so much and they're still out there doing their job and helping 
others," CEO and Founder of RV Sales of Broward Gigi Stetler said. "We knew we had to step up to the 
plate to help them." 
 
This isn't the company's first time stepping up to the plate, either. After Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane 
Andrew, RV Sales of Broward — which originally opened in 1986 — donated dozens of emergency 
trailers to displaced victims. 
 
The RVs brought to the Keys came outfitted with beds, tables, functioning kitchens with a stove, oven 
and sink, bathrooms and other amenities. They would serve as temporary housing for the deputies until 
their homes were rebuilt. 
 
Member of South Florida LEO Wives — a group for the spouses of law enforcement officers — Connie 
Murphy, worked with Lieutenant Nancy Alvarez of the Monroe County Sheriff's Office, to get the names 
of officers and families who needed assistance. 
 
"We've been making trips to the Keyes driving the campers down to the deputies' properties to get 
them in place, Murphy said. "We want them to know people care and appreciate everything they're 
doing." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Broward Politics: Fmr Rep Jim Waldman “Actively Looking” At County Commission Race 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/broward-politics-fmr-rep-jim-waldman-actively-looking-at-
county-commission-race/ 
 
STORY: Former Democratic State House leader Jim Waldman is considering jumping into the northeast 
Broward County Commission race. 
 
“I’m actively looking at it,” Waldman told Browardbeat.com. 
 
If Waldman runs, the contest for the seat now held by Commissioner Chip LaMarca could become a 
freewheeling donnybrook. 
 
There are two candidates already running: 
 
Pompano Beach Mayor Lamar Fisher, a Democrat. 
Former Oakland Park Commissioner Shari McCartney, a Republican. 
Both campaigns expect to be well funded. 
 
A well-to-do lawyer and real estate investor, Waldman’s entrance would shake up the race. He pledges 
to kickstart his campaign with $250,000 from his own pocket. 
 
Waldman moved from his longtime home of Coconut Creek to Pompano Beach last year. The former 
Coconut Creek Commissioner, mayor and state House member now lives in a $850,000 condo on 
Pompano Beach’s beach. 
 
A House member from 2006 to 2014, Waldman was the Democratic Floor Leader in 2006-2008. 
 
LaMarca’s Commission District 4 overlays the northern part of the district that Waldman lost in an 
expensive, three-way scorch-and-burn race for state Senate last year. 
 
What’s different for Waldman this time around? 
 
“I was hit with millions in negative advertising last time and it was a three-way race in the primary,” 
Waldman explained. 
 
He said doesn’t expect those factors to be part of any commission campaign. 
 
That remains to be seen. 
 
Some Broward commission campaigns have been nasty and very costly.  A third candidate could easily 
enter the race before next summer’s formal qualifying period. 
 
The Senate seat which Waldman fought for in 2016 stretches along Broward’s entire beachfront from 
Deerfield Beach to Hallandale. The Commission district has roughly 60 percent fewer voters from all or 
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parts of Hillsboro Beach, Lighthouse Point, Deerfield Beach, Pompano Beach, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, 
Sea Ranch Lakes, Oakland Park, but nothing south of Fort Lauderdale. 
 
In the 2016 Democratic primary for Senate: 
 

• State Sen. Gary Farmer spent $831,704. He won. 
• Former State Rep. Gwyndolen Clark-Reed spend $28,454. She came in second. 
• Waldman spent $652,796, which included $202,500 of his own money. He came in third. 

 
Add to those totals about $1.5 million from political committees supporting the various candidates. 
Figuring all the candidates and committee money spent, the Senate race cost roughly $100 for each the 
29,093 voters. 
 
It is doubtful that a commission race would cost $3 million, but no one can predict the future. 
Commissioners have a vote on development, the airport, seaport and a budget of $4.7 billion. When you 
are voting on issues and money like that, deep-pocketed special interests are sure to be interested in 
who wins. 
 
Waldman will make a decision on whether to run by the end of the year. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: AP: 2 officers accept discipline in Freddie Gray case 
BYLINE: Stephen Anthony Sobek 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/national/ap-2-officers-accept-discipline-in-freddie-gray-case 
 
STORY: Two Baltimore police officers have agreed to be disciplined for their roles in the arrest of 
Freddie Gray, The Associated Press reported Tuesday. 
 
Garrett Miller and Edward Nero do not believe they violated any policies of the Baltimore Police 
Department. However, they accepted the disciplinary action so they could continue their careers, said 
Michael Davey, an attorney for the police union. 
 
Neither Davey nor a police spokesman would say how the two would be disciplined, the AP said. 
 
The officers were among six criminally charged in Gray’s arrest and death in 2015. 
 
Gray died in April 2015 after suffering a neck injury while in police custody -- his death spurring massive 
protests and riots in Baltimore. 
 
Three officers still face disciplinary hearings, which are to begin at the end of the month, the AP 
reported. Those officers face a recommendation of termination. 
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