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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Family of man who died in police stun-gun case settles lawsuit for $750,000 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-calvon-reid-taser-settlement-
20170530-story.html 
 
STORY: The price to settle a 2015 police stun-gun case that left a man dead: $750,000. 
 
Calvon “Andre” Reid died Feb. 24, 2015, two days after three Coconut Creek police officers stunned him 
10 times within 10 minutes, according to the police Taser data. 
 
Reid's family, which filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against the police and the city, agreed to settle the 
case in May for $750,000. The previously undisclosed sum was revealed in city records Thursday after it 
was approved by the courts. 
 
Coconut Creek Police Chief Butch Arenal said at the time of settlement that the agency’s insurance 
company required the case be settled instead of going to trial. The case was scheduled for federal court 
in late December in Miami. 
 
“I’m actually glad it’s over,” Mayor Becky Tooley said after the sides agreed to settle. “Personally, I think 
the officers were right. He had drugs in his system. I’m just glad it’s all over and we can get on and do 
things for our residents. You don’t like something like that hanging over your head.” 
 
Reid’s encounter with police happened in the gated Wynmoor Village. Police have never said if they 
figured out how Reid got into the community or why he was there. 
 
Reid was under the influence of a combination of the street-drug flakka, cocaine, marijuana and alcohol, 
prosecutors said. 
 
The Reid family’s attorney Jack Scarola says he suspects that because Reid was having a “severe drug 
reaction,” he scaled the fence at Wynmoor to seek help. When he climbed the fence, he injured himself, 
getting bloodied, Scarola said. 
 
“All the evidence suggests that’s what was going on,” he said. “It’s the best way to put the available 
pieces of the puzzle together.” 
 
When paramedics arrived to the scene, they called police. 
 
Because Reid had blood on him, the officers didn't know if he had committed a crime, and didn't want to 
leave based on his condition and appearance, officers told investigators. 
 
The situation escalated quickly with stun guns being fired and Reid fighting back. Witnesses said they 
saw Reid being beaten. Police have said there is no video from their cruiser dash cam of the encounter. 
The Medical Examiner’s Office ruled it a homicide. 
 
Scarola was set to argue in court during his civil trial that the officers violated Taser guidelines, and that 
the agency’s failure to train officers directly led to Reid’s death. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-sb-calvon-reid-taser-settlement-20170530-story.html
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One of the officers said in his taped deposition he thought he could use a stun gun as many times as it 
took to control somebody. But guidelines prohibit repeated stun-gun applications. 
 
According to the officer’s Taser data recorded on each device, Reid received 50 seconds of voltage — 30 
seconds of that was in less than a minute. Two of the officers used stun guns on him while he was on the 
ground, and one used the device on him while he was in handcuffs and face down on the ground, 
Scarola said, citing Taser data, police officer statements and eyewitness testimony. 
 
A grand jury decided not to criminally charge the officers after testing showed the drug flakka in Reid’s 
system. 
 
The family’s lawsuit was filed in September 2015. Agreeing to the settlement and avoiding trial is 
beneficial for the Reid family because it avoids a claims bill — the approval needed by the Florida 
Legislature to collect a jury verdict higher than $200,000, Scarola said. 
 
The settlement money is set aside in annuities for Reid’s two young sons, he said. They’ll have financial 
security “they would have been deprived of from the death of their father,” Scarola said. 
 
He said this will help bring closure to the family. “There is absolutely no justification for putting an 
individual — who is seeking the help of law enforcement — putting that individual to death by 
electrocution in the hands of untrained police officers,” Scarola said. “There is no excuse for what 
happened to Calvon Reid.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hallandale police, firefighters may merge with Broward Sheriff’s Office 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-bso-merger-hallandale-20170901-story.html 
 
STORY: The Broward sheriff’s vast domain eventually might be sweeping up another enclave: Hallandale 
Beach. 
 
At the request of union leaders, city commissioners agreed Wednesday to look into merging 
Hallandale’s police and fire departments with the Broward Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Union leaders told the Sun Sentinel they’re worried about looming pension reform and talk of requiring 
employees to shoulder more of rising health care costs. 
 
“If the only difference is wearing a different patch, it may be a smart move for the city to see if there’s 
any savings to merging with BSO,” said Sgt. Brian Hubbert, a police union representative. “It might be a 
win-win situation for everyone.” 
 
Jim Bunce, fire union president, says the rank and file of the fire department supports merger talks. 
 
“The city is indicating they don’t have the money to properly fund public safety,” Bunce said. “This 
would be a safer move than just slowly cutting, cutting, cutting.” 
 
The union stance baffled some members of the commission. 
 
“It took me by surprise,” Commissioner Keith London said of the query, which came during a budget 
workshop. “The employees have better health care coverage than 75 percent of the residents of 
Hallandale Beach.” 
 
Commissioner Michele Lazarow said she felt compelled to approve the request. 
 
“They’re upset about their pensions and health care costs,” she said. “I don’t want to be in a bad 
marriage. If people want to go, I’m going to support what they’re asking for.” 
 
City Manager Roger Carlton says he has already contacted Sheriff Scott Israel. 
 
“We will be working together over the next six months to analyze this and give all the information to the 
commission, the unions and the public,” Carlton said. “We don’t have a clue [how much money might be 
saved].” 
 
Sheriff’s officials declined to comment Friday. 
 
Mayor Joy Cooper cast the lone dissenting vote. She could not be reached for comment. 
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