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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hallandale passes budget but not without plenty of clashing and bickering 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-budget-hallandale-repeat-vote-
20170925-story.html 
 
STORY: With the city manager warning of mass layoffs, commissioners ended their weeklong deadlock 
Monday night and signed off on a tax rate and budget plan. 
 
But it was not without the high drama for which Hallandale Beach has become known, with 
commissioners clashing on both sides during a meeting that lasted nearly three hours. 
 
Commissioner Anabelle Taub said she would not be “bullied or blackmailed” into voting for the budget. 
 
“My vote is not for sale and I am not for sale,” she told a packed house. 
 
Last week, the commission failed to approve a $70 million budget after deadlocking repeatedly. 
Commissioners Keith London and Michele Lazarow voted for the budget while Mayor Joy Cooper and 
Taub voted against. 
 
Normally Anthony Sanders would break the tie but he resigned from the commission in mid-August. 
 
On Monday night, commissioners approved the budget 3-1, with Taub voting no. 
 
If Hallandale commissioners failed to approve a tax rate, the city would lose $33.6 million, City Manager 
Roger Carlton warned. That would lead to 269 people being laid off, including 44 firefighters and 41 
officers. A ladder truck and fire truck would be eliminated and a city swimming pool would close. 
 
Fifteen people – both residents and employees – implored commissioners to do their jobs and pass the 
budget. 
 
Employee Ida Smith said every city worker spent the weekend in fear of losing their job. 
 
“Right now in Hallandale, we need a hero,” she told commissioners. “We need the people who can 
speak up and make the decisions. We are asking, we are begging you all to be our hero.” 
 
Resident Etty Sims urged commissioners to “put aside differences and hate toward each other and think 
about the consequences of not passing a budget.” 
 
Cooper said she’d been trying to find a compromise but could not support what she called “draconian” 
budget cuts. She urged tapping the city’s $13.5 million in emergency reserves. 
 
London argued against that plan, saying Hallandale has raided reserves for the past five years to the 
tune of $30 million. 
 
Carlton offered the following solutions to address Cooper’s and Taub’s concerns: Instead of selling the 
city’s trash collection service, rates would increase by 30 percent; Hallandale would lease 100 body 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-budget-hallandale-repeat-vote-20170925-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-budget-hallandale-repeat-vote-20170925-story.html
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cameras instead of 200 to save $100,000; and a special fund would be created to help workers pay 
higher insurance deductibles. 
 
Most homeowners in Hallandale will see higher tax bills because of a 6 percent increase in property 
values. Under the current plan, they would pay $580 for every $100,000 in taxable value, the same rate 
as last year. 
 
A second hearing is required to finalize the budget. That hearing will be held on Oct. 2. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Wilton Manors tax and utility bills are rising 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/wilton-manors/fl-sb-wilton-manors-tax-bills-
20170925-story.html 
 
STORY: Property owners in Wilton Manors will see a few of their bills rise this year, after commissioners 
Monday night approved a budget built on slightly higher taxes and fees. 
 
Water-sewer, fire service and drainage fees all are expected to rise. Commissioners reduced the 
property tax rate a bit, but not enough to keep tax bills from rising because of higher property values. 
 
Commissioner Tom Green said he’s happy with the $35 million budget, with a general operating fund of 
$16.8 million, about the same as last year. He said the budget “provides the quality of life we need here 
at Wilton Manors.” 
 
The budget aims to strengthen economic development, put money into infrastructure, improve city 
marketing and way-finding signs and hold the line on expanding government, City Manager Leigh Ann 
Henderson said in budget workshops. The overall budget is a slight decrease from last year, as some 
other revenue and spending decreases, Henderson said. 
 
Several speakers Monday night complained about high water bills and elected officials said they plan to 
tackle that issue. Wilton Manors receives its water-sewer service from the city of Fort Lauderdale. One 
speaker said his water-sewer bill is $170 a month. 
 
Commissioner Scott Newton said the city is hiring a consultant this year to look at what Fort Lauderdale 
is charging. Fort Lauderdale officials say they impose a 25 percent surcharge to customers outside the 
city limits. 
 
“It is something we are looking at very aggressively,” Mayor Gary Resnick said, adding that Wilton 
Manors is teaming up with Oakland Park and other cities that buy the service from Fort Lauderdale. 
  
The city of about 12,000 residents, between Fort Lauderdale and Oakland Park, is almost entirely 
encircled by rivers. 
 
Henderson said she’s preparing the city for a 2018 ballot question that would exempt a third $25,000 in 
value from taxation for homesteaded property owners. For Wilton Manors, that would remove about 
$330,000 in tax revenue. 
 
The additional exemption would still allow local governments to collect more in property taxes when 
values are rising, but the increase wouldn’t be as high. A city or county could also raise the tax rate to 
make up for the loss. 
 
Wilton Manors set a tax rate of about $5.98 for every $1,000 of taxable value. The rate last year was 
$5.99 for every $1,000. 
 
Henderson said the reduced tax rate “continues to provide our residents with high quality services.” 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/wilton-manors/fl-sb-wilton-manors-tax-bills-20170925-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/wilton-manors/fl-sb-wilton-manors-tax-bills-20170925-story.html
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For the owner of a $260,000 house that's a primary residence and protected by state homestead laws, 
the value for tax purposes would increase only 2.1 percent, and $50,000 in value would be exempt from 
taxation. The tax increase will be $31.35, to a bill of $1,289.25. 
 
For the owner of a non-homesteaded $260,000 house that grew in value this year by the average 8.8 
percent, the increase in the city portion of the property tax bill will be $135.27 to $1,692.67. 
 
Wilton Manors has two additional property taxes: a 1999 parks bond, and a 2008 City Hall bond. Both 
rates are dropping this year, another boon for taxpayers. 
 
The city portion of the property tax bill is about a quarter of the total. 
 
Wilton Manors rejects lower tax rate 
Tax bills go out in October, are due in November and become delinquent on April 1. 
 
Other bills that are rising: 
 
-- FIRE FEE: The fee for fire services that appears annually on the property tax bill is going up 2.2 percent 
to $214.72 for residential properties, after city commissioners approved the increase on Sept. 13. Rates 
are going up for other property types, as well, except commercial, which is dropping. Overall, the fee 
will generate $2.3 million, a 4.4 percent increase. Commissioner Tom Green complained about the rising 
fire fee, saying in the future, the city should raise the property tax slightly instead. The fire fee is “very 
regressive,” Green said Monday night, because the same fee is charged to every homeowner, no matter 
what their home value is. 
 
-- DRAINAGE: Monthly fees for water drainage, or “stormwater” fees, are going up 5 percent, to $5.31. 
The increases are automatic each year, under a 2013 City Commission decision, Henderson said. 
 
This bill is changing: 
 
-- WATER-SEWER: Base rates for water and sewer will decrease 15.2 percent, a reduction of $8.04 a 
month for the standard residence. However, another portion of the water-sewer bill, rates based on 
consumption, will rise 2.25 percent for sewer, and 5 percent for water. The effect on a person’s bill will 
depend on how much water is used. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Lawsuit claims lobbyist controls Broward Health board appointments 
BYLINE: David Fleshler 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-lobbyist-influence-20170925-
story.html 
 
STORY: The former chairman of Broward Health claims in a lawsuit that a lobbyist close to Gov. Rick 
Scott controls appointments to Broward Health’s board and used that power to help a client win a highly 
questionable contract. 
 
The lawsuit, filed 17 months ago but sealed until Friday, says Fort Lauderdale lobbyist William Rubin told 
then-Broward Health board member David Di Pietro that he “was controlling” all appointments to the 
board, whose members are chosen by the governor to run the five-hospital, taxpayer-supported system. 
 
After Di Pietro complained to Scott about Rubin’s influence, the governor “acted upset” but ignored Di 
Pietro's concerns, the lawsuit states. The conversation got back to Rubin, however, who said Di Pietro 
“made a mistake” by contacting the governor about “my appointments'' but offered to “move forward 
as a team.” 
 
Rubin did not respond to a request for comment Monday. 
 
The lawsuit, first reported by the Florida Bulldog website, was filed by Di Pietro in federal court against 
21st Century Oncology, a Fort Myers company that provides cancer radiation services in the United 
States and Latin America. The company declined comment, with a spokeswoman saying the company 
never discusses pending litigation. 
 
In 2011, the company hired Rubin to approach Frank Nask, then in his last years as chief executive 
officer of Broward Health, legally known as the North Broward Hospital District. The lawsuit states that 
Rubin was hired because he was a close friend of the governor’s and could guarantee to Nask that 
future board appointees would “protect Nask's continuing employment, salary, and pension as CEO.” 
 
Nask agreed and took several highly questionable steps to force the contract through, the lawsuit states, 
pushing through disguised payments of “hush money” to the current holder of the contract and 
concealing from the board the negative financial impact of the new contract. 
 
“Under the deal with 21st Century Oncology, since September of 2011, Broward Health has lost over 
$30 million,” the lawsuit states. 
 
Nask could not be reached for comment Monday. 
 
The lawsuit was filed under the federal False Claims Act, which allows a private citizen to bring suit on 
behalf of the federal government over the misuse of taxpayer money, in this case federal health 
insurance funds. Under the law, Di Pietro could profit greatly if there’s a courtroom victory or 
substantial settlement. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-lobbyist-influence-20170925-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-health-lobbyist-influence-20170925-story.html
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Di Pietro said he has been told by his lawyer not to comment. The lawsuit doesn’t say why Di Pietro 
waited until he was off the board to raise the issue of Rubin’s influence, although it says the board 
hadn’t been informed of the contract’s disastrous financial impact when it voted to award it. 
 
The federal government has the option to join in such suit and chose not to in this case. 
 
“We are pleased the government has investigated this case and determined it would decline to pursue 
it,” said a statement from EvClay Public Relations, Broward Health’s public relations firm. “Broward 
Health has fully cooperated with the government in their investigation.” 
 
The governor’s office released a statement distancing the governor from the matter but not addressing 
whether he or Rubin intervened on behalf of the company. 
 
“The Governor’s office nor the Governor are named as a party in this lawsuit, which was filed against a 
private company four days after Mr. Di Pietro resigned from the board in April 2016,” the governor’s 
office said. “Governor Scott has acted to make sure that the North Broward Hospital District is 
accountable to the taxpayers they serve and will continue to do just that.” 
 
With Nask retiring, Rubin pressed for the appointment of two new board members, Maureen Canada 
and Sheela Van Hoose, who knew and supported Dr. Nabil El Sanadi, who would become CEO. 
 
“Thc message to El Sanadi was clear: Rubin orchestrated his appointment as Broward Health CEO and 
Rubin required him to protect the 21St Century contract in exchange,” the lawsuit states. 
 
El Sanadi committed suicide in early 2016. In the turmoil following his death, the Florida Office of Chief 
Inspector General, which is part of the governor’s office, started an investigation of contracts awarded 
by the Broward Health board. But the period covered by the investigation started after the award of the 
21st Century Oncology contract. 
 
Di Pietro was later suspended by the governor on the advice of his chief inspector general, in disputes 
over the handling of the state investigation, after he became increasingly vocal in his criticism of 
Broward Health’s interim CEO and general counsel. He successfully sued to get his seat back, and then 
resigned, complaining of “political interference” with the board’s work. 
 
At Broward Health’s monthly board meeting Monday, Chairman Rocky Rodriguez said in an interview 
that he knew Rubin but never received any requests from him on Broward Health business. Board 
member Chris Ure said he’d met him but never talked about Broward Health with him. 
 
In an unrelated matter, Broward Health has agreed to pay $1.5 million to the state of Florida to settle 
the state portion of a federal case over improper payments to physicians. The federal case cost Broward 
Health about $70 million and has led to continuing federal oversight of its operations. 
 
The state attorney general’s office had originally sought more than $5.3 million, so the lesser amount 
was a favorable result, General Counsel Lynn Barrett told the board, at its monthly meeting Monday. 
 
“We think this is a very, very good thing,” she said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Broward Politics: South Florida City Nearing Financial Disaster 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/broward-politics-fla-city-nearing-financial-disaster/ 
 
STORY: The Hallandale Beach Commission may have been the best free show in Broward until this week. 
 
Commissioners bickered their way through meetings with bombast and bluster. It was laughable and, 
after all, the staff managed to hold City Hall together. 
 
Hallandale Beach government was a great show….until this week. 
 
The feuding Commission clowns are not so funny anymore. 
 
They have now put themselves and city residents in a box they created: 
 
Pending fiscal disaster! 
 
A deadlock has prevented commissioners from passing a required budget for next year. 
 
If the budget isn’t passed soon — like next week — the city will be unable to collect property taxes. 
 
Talk about a mess. 
 
Blame commissioners, who are more interested in scoring points over opponents than policy! 
 
The consequences of no budget agreement by commissioners are explained in a 12-page September 22 
memo written by City Manager Roger Carlton and obtained by Browardbeat.com. 
 
No budget and the result would be this…quickly: 
 

• Firing 44 fire fighters and EMS personnel. Sidelined would be the city’s only ladder truck and a 
rescue vehicle. Three Island station would be closed and crews would be cut to 2 from 3 in each 
EMS vehicle. 

• Firing 64 police officers. Response times would be increased, while the K-9, street crimes units 
and crime lab would be eliminated. Less serious crimes would not be investigated and 
preventative patrols stopped. 

• Firing 52 parks and recreation employees. Programs such as after school care, summer camp, 
learn to swim and all special events would end. Park maintenance would be sharply curtailed or 
ended completely. 

• All city transportation, code enforcement and planning would halt. 
• Social services for seniors? Sayonara. 
• Homeless programs would get the axe, such as the dinners of turkey, stuffing and pumpkin pie 

handed out at Thanksgiving. Thanks for the Holiday Cheer, commissioners. 
• How did Hallandale Beach get here? 

 

https://www.browardbeat.com/broward-politics-fla-city-nearing-financial-disaster/
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On September 18, the first reading on the budget deadlocked on a 2-2 vote. The normally five-member 
Commission has not been at full strength since Anthony Sanders resigned in August amid allegations of 
ethically questionable conduct. 
 
The four remaining commissioners allowed the next year’s tax rate and the budget to be set earlier. 
Then suddenly various commissioners suddenly came up ideas to spend more money. 
 
Some wanted dollars to offset increases in employee health insurance or more money for the cops…or 
both. 
 
Hallandale Beach is a city sadly lacking leadership. Commissioners are unable to move beyond their own 
personal grudges to do what is required of them: 
 
Pass a budget. 
 
Commissioners will try again to pass a budget on Monday, September 25. The clock is ticking and the 
deadline enshrined in state law is looming ever closer. 
 
They must pass the budget on first reading and second reading by the mandated deadline, which is the 
first week of October. That date is set so that the required tax notices can be to be printed and mailed to 
property owners on time. 
 
If Hallandale Beach misses the deadline for the property tax notices, they won’t received roughly $33.6 
million in property and other taxes, which is roughly half of the city’s $69.6 million proposed fiscal year 
2017/18 budget. 
 
That deadline leaves no wiggle room for Commissioners. 
 
City Manager Carlton summed up what needs to be done in his memo: 
 
“…we respectfully acknowledge that each of you will have to modify your goals to a certain degree. That 
is the art of matching resources with expenses and maintaining adequate reserves and appropriate 
levels of taxation. Now we are past the budget stage that is ‘what we want to do’ and to the stage ‘what 
we can do’ to adopt a budget. As your City Manager, I firmly believe that you call care deeply about the 
City of Hallandale Beach and want to resolve this issue. Please consider the implication of a continued 
impasse as we meet to adopt to FY17/18 Budget on first reading on Monday, September 25, 2017 at 
5:05 p.m.” 
 
What Carlton didn’t write to his bosses is this: 
 
Maybe Hallandale Beach needs some outside intervention. Maybe it needs pressure from other office 
holders and business leaders. 
 
Somebody needs to bring some sanity to City Hall before it all falls apart. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Corruption allegations involving Broward Health, Gov. Scott unsealed in whistleblower suit 
BYLINE: Dan Christensen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/corruption-allegations-involving-broward-health-gov-
scott-unsealed/ 
 
STORY: New and politically explosive corruption allegations surrounding Broward Health’s no-bid, 25-
year contract with 21st Century Oncology – a company financially tied to Gov. Rick Scott – are spilling 
out publicly with the unsealing of a federal lawsuit in Fort Lauderdale. 
 
Florida Bulldog exclusively reported last year about 21st Century’s unprecedented 2012 contract to 
provide radiation oncology services at Broward Health, and how it was inked while the governor was an 
investor in a private-equity firm that owned 21st Century Oncology. 
 
The 53-page whistleblower lawsuit brought by former Broward Health board chairman David Di Pietro 
against Fort Myers-based 21st Century and 100 “John Does” claims to provide the inside story behind 
the deal. 
 
“The existence of the 21st Century contract was recently revealed in the media to the public. What 
hasn’t been revealed is why and how 21st Century received this extraordinary contract from Broward 
Health,” the lawsuit says. “The answer is kickbacks.” 
 
Along the way, the complaint alleges, Broward Health’s former chief executive officer, Frank Nask, paid 
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars in “hush money” to grease the deal. To get Nask on board 
with 21st Century’s plans, Fort Lauderdale lobbyist William “Billly” Rubin, one of the governor’s closest 
friends, allegedly offered Nask kickbacks of financial security and the governor’s political protection, 
while applying political pressure in the governor’s name where necessary. 
 
Specifically, “Rubin promised Nask that [the governor’s] appointments to the Broward Health Board 
would protect Nask’s continuing employment salary and pension as CEO,” the suit says. “Rubin also 
communicated the message to Nask that if he did not support the contract with 21st Century, then the 
appointments to the board would not be his allies and his employment would be terminated.” 
 
Nask’s annual salary at the time was about $680,000, plus performance bonuses and benefits. At the 
time, it had been publicly reported that the federal government was investigating the district’s contracts 
with 27 of its physicians – a probe that led to a $69.5 million settlement in 2015 – and Nask “needed 
allies … Nask agreed to Rubin’s demands,” the complaint says. 
 
21st Century executives ‘fully aware’ 
 
“Executives at 21st Century were fully aware and complicit in this kickback scheme,” the complaint says. 
 
Neither Rubin nor Nask could be reached for comment. A spokeswoman for 21st Century said the 
company does not comment on pending litigation. 
 
Gov. Scott’s Office released this statement: “(Neither) the Governor’s office nor the Governor are 
named as a party in this lawsuit, which was filed against a private company four days after Mr. Di Pietro 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/corruption-allegations-involving-broward-health-gov-scott-unsealed/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/corruption-allegations-involving-broward-health-gov-scott-unsealed/
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resigned from the board in April 2016.  Governor Scott has acted to make sure that the North Broward 
Hospital District is accountable to the taxpayers they serve and will continue to do just that.” 
 
Di Pietro declined to comment. His lawsuit seeks to recover tens of millions of dollars it says were 
wrongfully billed to Medicare, Medicaid and other federal health-care programs. If successful, 
whistleblowers like Di Pietro can collect huge rewards. 
 
21st Century operates approximately 145 cancer treatment centers in 17 states. According to the 
lawsuit, 21st Century “orchestrated” the scheme “to control referrals of cancer patients for radiation 
oncology services,” targeting Broward Health because it is a major regional treatment center for cancer 
patients. “Thousands of patients insured by Medicare and other federal healthcare programs” provide 
“a lucrative revenue stream for 21st Century.” 
 
21st Century has been a reliable contributor to Gov. Scott’s election campaigns. For example, state 
records show that between May 2012 and January 2014 – the year Scott faced a tough re-election 
challenge from former Gov. Charlie Crist – 21st Century gave more than $360,000 to Scott’s Let’s Get to 
work political committee. After Scott was re-elected, the company gave an additional $30,000. 
 
Broward Health, whose legal name is the North Broward Hospital District, has 8,000 employees and 
operates more than 30 healthcare facilities including Broward Health Medical Center, Broward Health 
North, Broward Health Imperial Point and Broward Health Coral Springs. It is an independent special 
district run by an all-Republican board of commissioners appointed by the governor. The district is 
obliged to treat indigent patients and levies ad valorem taxes of about $170 million a year on property 
owners in North Broward. 
 
Gov. Scott allegedly involved himself directly in the matter about March 2012 with a phone call to Di 
Pietro, whom he’d appointed to Broward Health’s board on Rubin’s recommendation in September 
2011. Scott’s call came around the time “a colleague of Di Pietro’s” called then-Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll 
“to advise her that Rubin was using undue influence and political patronage to appoint commissioners 
to the Broward Health Board in order to get his clients’ contracts approved.” 
 
Scott phoned on a day he was interviewing two potential board members. “Di Pietro told Governor Scott 
that Nask and Rubin were hand-picking ‘candidates’… and that the two interviews he had that day were 
not independent candidates; rather they would be doing the bidding of Nask and Rubin. Governor Scott 
acted upset but he ignored Di Pietro’s concerns. Governor Scott continued to follow Rubin’s lead in 
appointments to the board,” the suit says. 
 
Days later over lunch, March 27, 2012, Rubin “expressed frustration” at Di Pietro, telling the governor 
about “my appointments” to Broward Health’s board, the complaint says. 
 
Pressure on El Sanadi 
 
Among those who felt pressure from Rubin was Dr. Nabil El Sanadi, who succeeded Nask in December 
2014. El Sanadi commited suicide on Jan. 23, 2016. 
 
Shortly after El Sanadi was hired, Rubin set a Jan. 19, 2015 meeting with El Sanadi, lobbyist Jim Eaton, 
21st Century boss Dr. Daniel Dosoretz and Di Pietro. The complaint says that at the gathering, Dosoretz 
is said to have “bragged” about his “close friendship with Governor Scott” and urged El Sanadi “to give 
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more business to 21st Century.” Specifically, Dosoretz allegedly asked El Sanadi to arrange for Broward 
Health to circumvent eligibility rules of a government drug discount program for hospitals and buy the 
chemotherapy drugs used by his company to “save 21st Century monies on those drugs.” 
 
Di Pietro, who operates his own Fort Lauderdale law firm, contends that Rubin continued to meet with 
El Sanadi “on a weekly basis” until El Sanadi’s abrupt death. 
 
The complaint blames the corrupt 21st Century deal for leading to losses of more than $30 million for 
taxpayer-supported Broward Health between September 2011 and its filing in April 2016.  “Over the 
course of the potential 25-year term of the contract, Broward Health is on track to lose over $125 
million.”  Potential billings by 21st Century during the 25-year term “will exceed $800 million,” the suit 
says. 
 
Di Pietro and his attorneys filed the case under seal in April 2016 under the False Claims Act and Qui 
Tam statute, part of a Latin phrase that means “he who sues in this matter for the king as well as for 
himself.” The case was ordered unsealed Friday by Fort Lauderdale U.S. District Judge Kathleen M. 
Williams after the government declined to intervene. No explanation was given for that decision, though 
it could involve 21st Century’s July filing in bankruptcy court that seeks to reorganize and shed massive 
debt. 
 
Prosecutors, however, reserved the right to intervene later “for good cause” or seek dismissal. The 
decision means the case will proceed with Di Pietro’s team of attorneys prosecuting. Lead counsel is 
Atlanta’s Bryan Vroon, who in 2015 represented whistleblower Dr. Michael Reilly while extracting $69.5 
million from Broward Health to settle allegations of health-care fraud. 
 
The death of Dr. El Sanadi marked the beginning of the end of Di Pietro’s chairmanship. 
 
Six days after El Sanadi’s death, the governor’s chief inspector general, Melinda Miguel, informed Di 
Pietro that with Scott’s support she would be conducting a review of all of Broward Health’s contracts 
dating from July 1, 2012. 
 
Timing of state probe of Broward Health ‘no coincidence’ 
 
“The cutoff date of contracts to be reviewed by the governor’s chief inspector general is no coincidence. 
Broward Health originally entered the contract with 21st Century in September 2011,” the complaint 
says. “There would be a public appearance of an investigation by the governor’s office but the 21st 
Century contract would escape review.” 
 
On March 18, 2016 Miguel sent a letter to Scott accusing Di Pietro and board member Darryl Wright of 
interfering with her investigation by hiring outside legal counsel for the board. “Within minutes” Scott 
suspended Di Pietro and Wright for “acts of malfeasance,” the complaint says. 
 
Days later, Di Pietro asked a Broward judge to reinstate him to the board. On April 11, following a 
hearing, Circuit Judge Carol Lisa Phillips determined that Miguel’s letter and Scott’s executive order 
suspending Di Pietro were “devoid of any specific acts of malfeasance” and granted Di Pietro’s petition 
for reinstatement. Three days later, Di Pietro resigned from the board. 
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According to the lawsuit, the contract was the result of political intrigue initiated by 21st Century and 
led by lobbyist Rubin. Specifically, it says Rubin was hired in the summer of 2011 to approach Nask 
about obtaining a lengthy, exclusive contract. 
 
Di Pietro voted to approve the 21st Century deal in January 2012, apparently not knowing of the 
governor’s indirect ownership interest in the company or Nask’s hush money payments to HealX 
Oncology. Months later, after learning of the payout from Broward Health’s then-internal auditor, Maria 
Panyi, Di Pietro began asking questions. 
 
That summer and fall, Rubin told Di Pietro “not to discuss or investigate the HealX payouts because the 
issue would ‘hurt’ Nask, 21st Century Oncology and Governor Scott.” Rubin allegedly kept up the 
pressure on Di Pietro, instructing him to be a “team player” and to support the governor. 
 
To obtain the contract for 21st Century, Nask first had to terminate the existing contract with HealX 
Oncology. To do so, he arranged for the payment of $830,000 in “hush money” intended to “buy 
silence” of HealX and Dr. Anurag Agarwal, the complaint says. 
 
The complaint says Broward Health cut three checks to HealX without the board’s approval. Two checks 
were for $250,000, the limit on payments Nask had authority to authorize alone. The third check for 
$330,000 was justified as “director fees” for three years, and the district paid “without any supporting 
documentation.” 
 
Nask ‘obscured’ major losses 
 
The lawsuit says Nask didn’t tell the board about the kickbacks that induced the deal or his hush money 
payments, while leading board members to believe that HealX had quit. Likewise, Nask “obscured” 
financial information about the deal from the board, including “major losses” from the deal and the fact 
that the contract let 21st Century “bill, collect and keep all global revenues associated with outpatient 
radiation oncology services” – a “major change in the billing arrangement” for the district’s oncology 
services. 
 
Nask also did not obtain a fair market valuation regarding “the economics of the deal with 21st 
Century.” Di Pietro didn’t learn the truth until years later, the complaint says. 
 
In the summer of 2014, Nask “saw an opportunity to escape the kickback control of 21st Century” by 
supporting Charlie Crist over Scott in the gubernatorial race, the complaint says. Nask wanted to leak 
information then about the ongoing federal probe or to settle prior to the election to hurt Scott. But 
Rubin learned of Nask’s plan and told Di Pietro to “squash Nask like a bug” and “have him fired.” 
 
Nask was gone by the end of the year, and Di Pietro recommended Dr. El Sanadi as his replacement. 
After apparently being reassured that El Sanadi would back 21st Century, Rubin pushed the governor to 
appoint to the board Maureen Canada and Sheela Van Hoose, two El Sanadi supporters. After El Sanadi’s 
appointment, “Rubin communicated to El Sanadi that he was indebted to Rubin,” the complaint says. 
 
Rubin apparently forgave Nask for his political transgression. The complaint says Rubin lobbied Di Pietro 
to give Nask a ‘generous’ severance package. “Broward Health paid Nask a full-year of compensation 
after his retirement,” the complaint says. 
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In late 2014 and early 2015, Di Pietro “discussed with El Sanadi the unfortunate reality of political 
control at Broward Health” and that he would “face the challenge of working closely with Rubin” and his 
addressing his demands to protect and favor 21st Century. 
 
“The message to El Sanadi was clear,” according to the lawsuit. 
 
In addition to counts alleging false claims, the lawsuit also accuses 21st Century of making false 
statements to obtain payments, conspiring to submit false claims, causing claims to be falsely certified, 
knowingly retaining overpayments and making false records to avoid having to make refunds. 
 
The complaint’s bottom line: “Without any bids or independent fair market valuations, a private 
company gained control of a major public hospital system’s referral stream of cancer patients, the entire 
radiation oncology infrastructure of general space, vault space and radiation equipment and ‘global 
revenues’ from treating such patients.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Attorney General Bondi gives Broward Health deep discount in fraud settlement 
BYLINE: Dan Christensen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/attorney-general-bondi-gives-broward-health-deep-
discount/ 
 
STORY: Eighteen months ago, the office of Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi demanded Broward 
Health pay more than $5.3 million to settle state Medicaid fraud claims uncovered during a federal 
whistleblower probe that cost Broward Health $69.5 million. 
 
On Monday, Broward Health’s commissioners gleefully approved paying instead $1.5 million to settle 
with the state. 
 
“Obviously we would have preferred zero, but we need to get this behind us and have it over done,” 
said Commissioner Linda M. Robison, the board’s secretary/treasurer. 
 
Commission Chairman Rocky Rodriguez called the settlement payout “a drop in the bucket.” 
 
No explanation was given to explain the deep discount that Broward Health got. 
 
Florida Bulldog reported the state’s claim on Broward Health in March 2106 after Bondi’s office released 
a copy of the state’s demand letter in response to a public-records request. 
 
The precise amount originally sought was $5,325,671, which Assistant Attorney General Jill Bennett 
informed Broward Health’s lawyers “represents damages recoverable under the Florida False Claims Act. 
 
“This settlement demand amount is based upon (the) North Broward Hospital District having entered 
into financial relationships with physicians that violated the Physician Self-Referral Law, the Florida Anti-
Kickback Statute, Florida statutes and the Florida False Claims Act,” Bennett’s letter said. 
 
The North Broward Hospital District is Broward Health’s legal name. 
 
Scheming to defraud 
 
The letter accused Broward Health of scheming to defraud Medicaid with nine of its doctors who had 
been given improper and illegal contracts. The various contracts were in force for between six and 14 
years. The doctors named in the letter were George Caldwell, Michael Chizner, Violeta McCormack, 
Hector Rodriguez-Cortes, Rudolph Roskos, John Rozanski, Ashok Sharma, Erol Yoldas and Shazia Zafar. 
 
Coincidentally, commissioners on Monday renewed for two years Broward Health’s employment 
agreement with Dr. Rodriguez-Cortes. Rodriguez-Cortes is the Medical Director for pediatric hematology 
oncology services at the Salah Foundation Children’s Hospital at Broward Health Medical Center in Fort 
Lauderdale. 
 
The state’s allegations mirrored the federal Medicare/Medicaid fraud case against Broward Health. 
 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/attorney-general-bondi-gives-broward-health-deep-discount/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/09/attorney-general-bondi-gives-broward-health-deep-discount/
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Broward Health General Counsel Lynn Barrett announced the settlement at Broward Health’s regular 
board meeting. “We thought this is a very, very good settlement,” she told commissioners while 
recommending they approve the deal. 
 
Negotiations that led the state to significantly discount its own claim also put an end to concern that the 
state might go through with its threat to sue in Leon County Court and seek treble damages and civil 
penalties of not more than $11,000 for each false claim that Broward Health submitted. 
 
Florida and the federal government share the cost of the state’s Medicaid program, which provides 
medical coverage to low-income individuals and families. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: McDonald's offers free Extra Value meal Wednesday to first responders 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/community/mcdonalds-offers-free-extra-value-meal-wednesday-to-
first-responders 
 
STORY: MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, Fla. - McDonald's of South Florida is offering a free Extra Value meal 
Wednesday to first responders across South Florida. 
 
A McDonald's representative said the fast-food chain wants to show its appreciation to local first 
responders for everything they do on a daily basis and their recent relief efforts during and after 
Hurricane Irma. 
 
First responders, including firefighters, police officers, EMT/paramedic personnel and active military 
personnel, can redeem the offer Wednesday by presenting a valid badge or ID when ordering at the 
front counter at any of the McDonald's restaurants across Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties. 
 
The offer applies only to medium Extra Value meals. 

https://www.local10.com/community/mcdonalds-offers-free-extra-value-meal-wednesday-to-first-responders
https://www.local10.com/community/mcdonalds-offers-free-extra-value-meal-wednesday-to-first-responders

