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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hallandale Beach taps Hispanic woman as new police chief 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-police-chief-new-hallandale-20170918-
story.html 
 
STORY: Sonia Quinones, a major who’s spent 24 years at the Hallandale Beach Police Department, will 
take over as chief on Oct. 1. 
 
Dwayne Flournoy, chief for the past seven years, is retiring at the end of September. 
 
“I’m very excited and blessed for this amazing opportunity,” Quinones told said. “As chief, I will act as an 
agent of change while cultivating a positive culture. My key goals will be improving public safety, public 
trust and employee morale.” 
 
Quinones will oversee 143 employees, including 101 full-time officers. 
 
She was chosen from among more than 60 applicants nationwide — including five internal candidates, 
City Manager Roger Carlton said. 
 
“She’s distinguished herself and has a vision of where our police department needs to go,” he said. “I 
think she’ll be respected by the entire police department. I watched her in action during Hurricane Irma, 
where she was in charge of the police department a number of times. She handled herself very well.” 
 
Flournoy said he will remain on board for a couple months as an advisor to the city manager to help with 
the transition. 
 
“It’s always good when a department can promote from within,” Flournoy said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Bulletproof body armor and helmets coming to Broward paramedics 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-fire-rescue-bulletproof-vests-
20170918-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward County’s firefighter-paramedics are used to wearing protective gear for battling blazes. 
Now they’ll be getting new protection — body armor vests and helmets — for when they’re assisting 
victims in incidents involving guns or other dangerous weapons. 
 
It’s a sign of the times, officials say, with the proliferation of active shooter and mass casualty cases 
across the country, including deadly incidents at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in 
January and at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando last year. 
 
“Fire rescue responders must not only have adequate training, but also the necessary safety equipment 
to deal with life-threatening injuries in an effective manner alongside law enforcement who is dealing 
with the threat,” Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue Assistant Chief Gregory Holness said in a memo requesting 
the equipment. 
 
Broward commissioners approved spending $177,000 last week to purchase 176 body armor packages 
that will equip every front-line fire-rescue vehicle in the department with the vests, which use steel 
plate inserts in the front and back, and helmets for each crew member on board. 
 
The Orlando and Orange County fire-rescue departments made similar purchases after the Pulse 
shootings, where 49 people were killed by gunman Omar Mateen in June 2016. 
 
Fort Lauderdale’s fire-rescue department has provided bulletproof body armor and helmets to its crews 
for about five years, Capt. Greg May said. Firefighters and paramedics are required to wear body armor 
when responding to a shooting, stabbing or domestic violence incident. The helmets are required when 
there is an active shooter or active gunfire. 
 
The navy blue vests and helmets are marked “fire rescue” and are shared by each shift. The city spent 
about $100,000. While other departments may have a limited number of bulletproof vests and helmets 
to be used in emergencies, Fort Lauderdale was the first in Broward to use them systemwide, May said. 
 
Many of the Fort Lauderdale crews who responded to the airport shootings, where six people were 
killed, donned the gear as they made their way through the terminals. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency recommended in 2013 the use of body armor by firefighters and emergency and 
medical technicians. 
 
"Our crews are donning it more and more often," May said. “They’re always going into the hot zone, but 
now they’re doing it in a safer manner.” 
 
Broward’s equipment will be paid for through law enforcement trust fund dollars that come from the 
sale of property seized during the commission of felonies. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood holds line on tax rate and fire fee for next year 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-budget-hollywood-vote-20170918-
story.html 
 
STORY: Residents got their first look at Hollywood’s proposed $257.5 million budget Monday night 
when City Manager Wazir Ishmael presented it to the commission publicly for the first time. 
 
Hollywood was anticipating a $10.5 million budget deficit earlier this year, but a 9 percent increase in 
property values helped offset the rising cost of pensions, salaries and health insurance. 
 
Homeowners will pay the same tax rate and fire fee for the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. They will 
continue to pay $770 for every $100,000 in taxable household value and a $222 fire fee. 
 
Some residents have urged Hollywood to lower the tax rate, one of the highest in the county. But that 
didn’t happen Monday night. 
 
Longtime resident Ann Ralston chided the commission for not lowering the tax rate. 
 
“Homesteaded property went up 2 percent [in value],” she said. “Non-homesteaded property went up 
as much as 10 percent. That’s a tax increase.” 
 
Ralston also urged commissioners to hold their final budget meeting later in the day so more residents 
can attend the meeting. 
 
Hollywood commissioners had planned to give final approval to the tax rate and budget on Sept. 27 at 
5:30 p.m. But at Ralston’s request, they moved the time back to 7 p.m. 
 
Last year, Hollywood froze 42 staff positions in the face of a $24 million shortfall. In the coming year, 25 
of those positions will be unfrozen. 
 
“Last year was a rough year,” said Assistant City Manager George Keller, who is serving as interim 
finance director. “We had to freeze positions and cut the budget.” 
 
Pension costs remain a pesky challenge in Hollywood, with costs increasing by $7 million in the coming 
year, Keller said. 
 
The city portion of the tax bill is about one-third of the total, Keller said. The county, hospital district, 
school board and other government entities make up the rest. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Pompano Beach considers boost in property tax rate 
BYLINE: Anne Geggis 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-pompano-rescheduled-budget-hearing-
20170918-story.html 
 
STORY: Pompano Beach’s budget hearing will be Tuesday, after it was postponed last week because of 
Hurricane Irma. 
 
The city plans to introduce a tax rate that is an increase of 3.2 percent more than the current year’s rate. 
It will raise about $6.7 million, or 11.2 percent more in taxes than the city collected last year. 
 
The proposed tax rate is about $5.49 for every $1,000 of taxable value, an increase from last year. 
 
For the owner of a $150,000 house that’s a primary residence and protected by state homestead laws, 
the value would increase 2.1 percent, and $50,000 would be exempt from taxation. The increase would 
be about $33 and the bill about $566. 
 
Mayor Lamar Fisher called it necessary, as the cost of doing business has increased. 
 
“You have increased pension costs, you have salary increases and you have insurance costs, which is a 
major part of it,” Fisher said. 
 
The city’s fire fee is proposed to rise $29 to $163 per residence. 
 
For commercial properties, city administrators are proposing a 4 cent per square foot increase, to make 
the fire fee 23 cents per square foot for commercial properties. 
 
For industrial warehouses, the fire fee is proposed to rise 2 cents for every square foot to make it 12 
cents per square foot. For institutional properties, it’ll be a rise of 5 cents per square feet to 28 cents per 
square foot. 
 
It will be the first increase in the fire fee since 2013, according to Commissioner Michael Sobel, who 
represents the city’s beachside district. 
 
A final hearing on the budget will be Sept. 25. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Hallandale Beach taps Hispanic woman as its new police chief. A 24-year police veteran. 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-pompano-rescheduled-budget-hearing-
20170918-story.html 
 
STORY: Sonia Quinones joined the Hallandale Beach Police Department 24 years ago as a road patrol 
officer. 
 
Over the years, she climbed the ranks and was named a major in 2015. 
 
On Monday, City Manager Roger Carlton named Quinones as the city's new police chief. 
 
“Chief Quinones’ character, professional and academic qualifications for the Chief position are all 
exemplary,” the city said in a news release. 
 
Quinones will begin her new post Oct. 1. She will take over for the city's current Chief Dwayne Flournoy, 
who will step down after seven years as chief at the end of September. 
 
Carlton said Quinones “will face many challenges” including expanding the city’s community policing 
program; streamlining management; developing a collective bargaining strategy; and strengthening the 
city’s relationship with state, local and federal agencies. 
 
Quinones told the Sun Sentinel that she was “very excited and blessed for this amazing opportunity.” 
 
“As chief, I will act as an agent of change while cultivating a positive culture,” she told the paper. “My 
key goals will be improving public safety, public trust and employee morale.” 
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