
 

 
 

  

BROWARD COUNTY PBA 
DAILY CLIPS 

      

August 8, 2017 
 

 



1 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Embattled Hallandale commissioner ready to quit 'toxic' dais 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-sanders-hallandale-resigning-
20170807-story.html 
 
STORY: Commissioner Anthony Sanders plans to resign in the coming days, he told the Sun Sentinel, as 
he fights accusations of financial misconduct and ethics violations. 
 
“My family didn’t want me to run the last time,” said Sanders, a longtime commissioner and pastor at 
Higher Vision Ministries in Hallandale Beach. 
 
Sanders, 56, said Monday he believes he did nothing wrong and will be vindicated of the allegations 
made last month by the Broward Inspector General’s Office. 
 
He also said he won’t miss the drama of city politics in Hallandale, where he has been a commissioner 
since 2008. 
 
“It’s too toxic, too volatile,” he said of the infighting that dominates commission meetings. “Everyone’s 
out to get you. It’s just not worth it to me, for a city commission seat.” 
 
Still, he said he has already lined up a political ally he would like to see replace him, although he 
declined to say who. 
 
According to the preliminary Inspector General’s report, Sanders used his position as an elected official 
to award nearly $1 million to a nonprofit that made monthly payments to his church and family. 
 
As a commissioner, Sanders failed to disclose the payments he, his wife and two sons received from the 
Palms Community Action Coalition. At one point, Sanders’ wife served as executive director of the 
nonprofit, which had a mission of job training, job placement and community outreach. 
 
The Inspector General plans to refer the matter to the Florida Commission on Ethics and also promises 
to file a Broward County ethics complaint against Sanders, the report said. 
 
Sanders said his attorney, James Stark, was planning to file a response to the report by Monday. Stark 
was out of the office and unavailable for comment. 
 
In a prior interview, Sanders said the Inspector General’s report was “not so much incorrect but 
incomplete.” 
 
Sanders’ term expires in November 2018. If he leaves office early, the city charter requires a special 
election be held within 60 to 90 days of his resignation. 
 
Sanders has already missed two commission meetings in a row since the news of the investigation came 
to light on July 10. If he were to miss the next meeting on Aug. 16, it would be considered a forfeiture of 
office under the city’s charter rules, a Hallandale official said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-sanders-hallandale-resigning-20170807-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hallandale/fl-sb-sanders-hallandale-resigning-20170807-story.html
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That, too, would trigger a special election. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Four teens arrested after vandalism videos posted to Instagram 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-hollywood-police-car-vandalism-
20170807-story.html 
 
STORY: Boasting a night of vandalism, a Dania Beach teen posted videos to his Instagram account of him 
and three friends smashing windshields and stomping on the hoods of a Hollywood police car and a 
code enforcement vehicle, according to a police report. 
 
That post is what led police to the Aug. 3 and 4 arrests of Jonathan Berroa, 18, of Dania Beach, Zachary 
Novak, 18, of Hollywood and two minors, police said. 
 
The damage — nearly $7,000 worth — happened in the early morning hours of July 23, said Officer 
Christian Lata, a spokesman for the Hollywood Police Department. 
 
A tipster alerted authorities to the Instagram account with the videos. One showed four boys on the 
hood of one of the cars. 
 
The vehicles were parked at the Driftwood Recreational Center, 300 N. 69th Ave., as decoy cars to 
prevent crime in the area. 
 
A marked 2005 Ford Crown Victoria was dented up and had its front and rear windows shattered. Candy 
had been melted and a firecracker had been ignited on the hood. 
 
The code enforcement vehicle, a 2014 Ford Escape, was covered in shoe prints, had multiple dents and a 
shattered windshield. 
 
The teens face property damage and criminal mischief charges. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-hollywood-police-car-vandalism-20170807-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-hollywood-police-car-vandalism-20170807-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Under threat of contempt, jail forced to get treatment for sick inmate 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-jail-inmate-health-hearing-20170807-
story.html 
 
STORY: The Broward sheriff and jail doctors could be found in contempt of court if they don’t get 
medical treatment for an inmate who has cancer and hepatitis C. 
 
The inmate, Timothy Ogris, 50, told a judge Monday that he has not received treatment ordered by the 
court last month. 
 
Broward Circuit Judge Mark Speiser ordered July 10 that the jail and its medical services provider, Armor 
Correctional Health Services, get treatment for Ogris or, within 72 hours, explain in writing why they 
refused. 
 
By the end of the month, Ogris was still complaining that he had not been treated, said his lawyer, Greg 
Ross. 
 
Speiser called attorneys for Armor and the Broward Sheriff’s Office to his courtroom Monday to address 
Ogris’ claims, implicitly threatening to hold the agencies in contempt. But the judge said Monday that he 
has no desire to resort to a contempt ruling. 
 
“I’m not here to ‘get’ BSO or Armor,” the judge said. “I’m here to make sure Mr. Ogris gets the 
treatment he needs.” 
 
A Sun Sentinel investigation last year found that Armor has left severely mentally ill inmates 
unmedicated and malnourished despite having the authority to help them. A review of thousands of 
pages of court, medical and jail records also showed that seven Broward inmates since 2010 killed 
themselves or suffered dramatic weight loss while they were held alone in cells, despite longstanding 
concerns about the impact of isolation on people with mental illnesses. 
 
The company was then accused in a 2016 lawsuit of neglecting inmate health to protect its profits. The 
company is paid $25 million annually and is required to pay up to $50,000 for an inmate’s care outside 
the jail’s facilities. The lawsuit accused the company of refusing to send inmates for required treatment 
resulting in at least six deaths. 
 
The lawsuit is pending, and Armor has indicated it will “aggressively” defend itself against the 
allegations, a spokeswoman said in December. 
 
The hearing Monday ended with Armor vowing to demonstrate that Ogris is receiving treatment. 
 
“Armor’s patient is receiving the appropriate level of care,” said spokeswoman Yeleny Suarez. “The 
company cannot discuss specific health care matters unless the patient wants to sign a release of 
information.” 
 
The next hearing on the issue is scheduled for Aug. 28. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-jail-inmate-health-hearing-20170807-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-jail-inmate-health-hearing-20170807-story.html
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Ogris was arrested in December 2014, accused of breaking into the laundry room of an apartment 
building to steal money from a coin operated machine. Because he had multiple previous felony 
convictions, he is facing a sentence of up to 30 years in prison if he is convicted, his lawyer said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Former Broward Health exec gets six-figure payout despite scathing report 
BYLINE: David Fleshler 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-broward-health-executive-payout-20170807-
story.html 
 
STORY: A top Broward Health executive who resigned after a harsh report on her handling of a 
marketing contract has received a six-figure payout in exchange for promising not to sue or disparage 
the public hospital system. 
 
Doris Peek resigned July 20 as senior vice president of Broward Health, which runs five hospitals and 
various clinics, after a law firm hired by Broward Health accused her of improperly directing nearly $1.7 
million to a company owned by a prominent Republican consultant. At the time of the report, Broward 
Health released a statement saying that it took the report “very seriously” and that “every individual at 
Broward Health is held accountable in order to uphold established legal and ethical standards.” 
 
Peek’s severance agreement, released by Broward Health in response to a public records request from 
the Sun-Sentinel, states that she will receive $214,008, most of which represents six months’ severance 
and the rest accrued leave. 
 
Under the agreement, signed by Broward Health interim chief executive officer Beverly Capasso, Peek 
may cooperate with any government investigators or regulators looking into Broward Health, a 
taxpayer-supported system legally known as the North Broward Hospital District. But she promised to 
not take Broward Health to court and “not engage in any activity either oral or written which disparage 
or adversely affect Broward Health.” 
 
Such non-disparagement clauses are common in severance agreements, although they have been 
criticized for allowing employers to cover up problems. 
 
Asked why Broward Health would agree to such a payment, considering the highly critical contents of 
the report, Broward Health’s public relations agency, EvClay Public Relations, released this statement: 
“It is the policy of Broward Health to not discuss severance agreements.” Pressed on the reason for this, 
the agency provided this statement: “We respect the privacy of our employees.” 
 
The report on Peek’s actions was written by the law firm of Baker Donelson, hired by Broward Health to 
monitor its compliance with a 2015 agreement with the federal government to settle accusations of 
running an illegal compensation system for doctors. 
 
The report says Peek engaged in “obsessive efforts” to steer excessive payments to a marketing firm 
owned by Ben Porritt, former national spokesman for John McCain’s presidential campaign. Porritt’s 
firm, Outside Eyes, later known as BHP Jumpstart, had a fixed-fee $246,000 contract with Broward 
Health. But the report said Peek and Porritt established a “secret side agreement” for additional services 
to be paid for outside proper contracting procedures, resulting in nearly $1.7 million in unauthorized 
payments. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-broward-health-executive-payout-20170807-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-broward-health-executive-payout-20170807-story.html
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Peek could not be reached for comment, and she has not commented previously on the report. Porritt 
has denied any wrongdoing, saying it was at the request of Broward Health that his firm did work 
outside the scope of the original contract. He recently sued Broward Health for non-payment. 
 
Broward Health, which serves Broward County north of Griffin Road and relies partly on property taxes, 
is governed by a board appointed by Gov. Rick Scott. The system has been struggling since the suicide 18 
months ago of its chief executive, Dr. Nabil El Sanadi. Since then, there has been a succession of interim 
CEOs, as the board went through an erratic process of finding a replacement, hiring a search firm, 
agreeing to interview candidates and then deciding to start over. 
 
Last month, S&P Global cut Broward Health’s credit rating, citing weak finances and continued 
leadership turmoil. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: The cops’ cars were in front of a police station. They were vandalized anyway. 
BYLINE: Tyrone Lomax Jr. 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article165973792.html 
 
STORY: The “decoy cars” — marked police cars meant to deter crime in the area — were parked in what 
was probably one of the safest possible places: near a police substation. 
 
That didn’t stop someone from vandalizing them. 
 
Four young men were arrested last week after police said they caused roughly $6,800 in damages last 
month to two police cars in front of a Hollywood Police Department substation at Driftwood 
Recreational Center. 
 
Both cars had smashed-in windows and plenty of dents. One car had shoe prints on its hood, the other, 
melted candy and ash from the firecracker that was set off on top of it. 
 
Johnathan Berroa and Zachary Novak, both 18, along with two others whose identities were not 
released because they’re juveniles, were arrested on charges of felony vandalism. 
 
“We think it’s an isolated incident, but we are taking it seriously,” said Hollywood police officer Christian 
Lata. 
 
Recent acts of vandalism that have targeted police and fire department vehicles have caused the police 
department to focus its attention on crimes like these, he said. 
 
Officers were called to the 3000 block of North 69th Way around 1 a.m. July 23, after someone reported 
seeing four males vandalizing the police cars, police said. 
 
The police department was able to catch three of the suspects on Aug. 4 by using surveillance camera 
footage and social media. On the next day, the fourth suspect was arrested. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article165973792.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: Patrol Cars Trashed Near Police Substation, 4 Arrests Made 
BYLINE: CBS Miami 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/08/08/patrol-cars-trashed-near-police-substation-4-arrests-
made/ 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD (CBSMiami/AP) — Surveillance video and social media were used to track down 
four young men who reportedly vandalized two police cars that were being used as “decoys” to help 
deter crime in a Hollywood neighborhood. 
 
The cars were parked in an area many would consider a safe zone — near a police substation. 
 
Police said on July 23rd, two 18-year-olds and two juveniles smashed in the windows and dented the 
cars, leaving footprints. One car had melted candy and ash from a firecracker that was set off on top of 
it. 
 
Three of the suspects were picked up on August 4th, the fourth suspect the day after. All were charged 
with felony vandalism. 
  

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/08/08/patrol-cars-trashed-near-police-substation-4-arrests-made/
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/08/08/patrol-cars-trashed-near-police-substation-4-arrests-made/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: 4 arrested after vandalizing police cars in Hollywood, police say 
BYLINE: Paradise Afshar 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/police-arrest-4-in-hollywood-car-vandalism-case 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD, Fla. - Four people were arrested Friday after they vandalized police vehicles in 
Hollywood, police said. 
 
A concerned citizen called police at about 1 a.m. July 3 after spotting four people vandalizing police 
vehicles that were parked in front of the Hollywood Police Department substation in the 3000 block of 
North 69th Way. 
 
The damage to the vehicles is estimated at about $6,800. 
 
Police used surveillance camera footage along with social media to arrest Johnathan Berroa, Zachary 
Novak and two minors. 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/police-arrest-4-in-hollywood-car-vandalism-case

