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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Broward chief judge leads push to release from jail nonviolent poor who can’t make bail 
BYLINE: Dan Christensen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/08/broward-chief-judge-leads-push/ 
 
STORY: Concerned that poor people charged with minor, nonviolent offenses who can’t post bond are 
clogging the jail at taxpayers’ expense, Broward Chief Judge Jack Tuter is spearheading a push to release 
more of them before trial. 
 
“If you are in jail more than a couple of days on a low bond, you are probably there because you can’t 
afford to post the bond. People shouldn’t be waiting in jail simply because they are poor,” Tuter said in 
an interview last week. “It’s a multi-faceted problem, but my goal is to get out those with ties to the 
community and some degree of assurance they’ll show up in court.” 
 
Tuter, who took over as chief judge on July 1, said recent Broward jail statistics showed that 321 people 
were being held on bonds of under $5,000. Low-risk individuals in that group with no other pending 
charges are the focus of Tuter’s concern. 
 
Broward’s County Court judges serve on a rotating basis as first appearance, or Bond Court judges. 
Earlier this month, Tuter and representatives from the Broward Sheriff’s pretrial diversion program met 
with those judges for a refresher about the options for judges when dealing with incoming defendants, 
including less costly electronic monitoring and releasing defendants on their own recognizance. 
 
“Most judges knew this, but I reemphasized it,” said Tuter. “Is there an alternative to jail?” 
 
The chief judge’s action was warmly met by Broward Public Defender Howard Finkelstein, who has long 
accused local judges of fostering a “double standard” of justice by ignoring the disparate treatment of 
minorities and the indigent. 
 
“Broward County is taking its first steps to end the institutionalized racist justice system that has existed 
in our county for the past 50 years,” Finkelstein said. “We have a chief judge who’s trying to figure out 
the right thing.” 
 
Broward’s jails have a troubled history that led to decades of federal monitoring to protect the 
constitutional rights of inmates. In 1976, inmates sued alleging a variety of constitutional violations 
stemming from overcrowding, abuse and inadequate medical care. The case was largely settled last 
December – 40 years later. 
 
Chronic overcrowding is not currently a problem, with the inmate population under 4,000 and about 77 
percent of the system’s 5,144 bed capacity. 
 
More reductions sought 
 
Still, Tuter wants to see that number lower. “I’d like to see it under 70 percent,” he said. 
 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/08/broward-chief-judge-leads-push/
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The cost to house an inmate in Broward is about $150 a day. The cost to taxpayers to keep 30 inmates 
who can’t meet a small bond in jail for 30 days is about $135,000. In contrast, Tuter said it costs $5 a day 
to put an ankle monitor on a defendant. 
 
The question of who should be released is complicated by several factors, not the least of which is how 
to deal with defendants who don’t have a permanent address. An address is required for pretrial 
release. It allows the court system to notify defendants when they must appear in court so judges don’t 
have to order deputies to go out and pick them up. 
 
When low-bond defendants remain in custody for more than five days or a week judges typically take a 
“second look” to see if a reason exists to let them out. But if the courts are not successful in further 
reducing the jail population, Tuter will consider instituting a “third look docket” that will have judges go 
to the jail to make “a more refined approach” to finding pretrial release. 
 
The court has a lengthy schedule of “convenience bonds” that offer defendants preset amounts they 
can post to get out of jail, depending on the charge, without even seeing a judge. The bond range is 
from $25 to $500,000. 
 
Public Defender Finkelstein wants to end the use of convenience bonds, which he says are convenient to 
judges and the well-to-do, but not his typically indigent clients. Tuter, who was appointed to Broward’s 
circuit court bench by Gov. Jeb Bush in 2005, has no plans to scrap the schedule. 
 
Still, change that promises to address old grievances has begun. 
 
“Broward seems to be coming out of its constitutional slumber,” said Finkelstein. “It’s like the lights 
went on and everybody realizes we haven’t been doing things right.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: State Attorney Gets Complaint: Broward Health Commissioner Threatened Woman! 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: https://www.browardbeat.com/state-attorney-complaint-broward-health-commissioner-
threatened-woman/ 
 
STORY: Broward Health is a mess. 
 
Another complaint has been filed with the State Attorneys Office involving the public health care 
system. It is alleged that Christopher Ure used his position as a Broward Health Commissioner to 
threaten a woman he met using a phony name online. 
 
This is at least the second formal complaint concerning alleged illegalities by the commissioners, who 
have botched governing Broward Health for at least two years. 
 
The results of this mismanagement is that: 
 

• Broward Health has deteriorating finances. 
• Broward Health’s bond rating has declined. 
• Broward Health has been hemorrhaging patients, many choosing to go to the public Hollywood-

based Memorial Health System and a slew of private hospitals. 
• Broward Health’s employee morale appears to be free falling. 

  
And Broward Health Commissioners, who are supposed to run the system, have done nothing to stop 
the decline. 
 
Since CEO Dr. Nabil El Sanadi suicide in January, 2016, commissioners have hired four interim CEOs. 
 
Four CEO’s. In roughly 19 months. 
 
The latest CEO is Beverly Capasso, who was a fellow commissioner when they hired her and agreed to 
pay her almost $1 million annually almost without comment. The Sun-Sentinel called State Attorney 
Mike Satz to investigate the hiring, especially since Capasso voted to give herself the job. 
 
Satz can add it to the Sunshine Law investigation already under way targeting commissioners . 
 
The latest complaint to Satz concerning Ure is based on a post on Dan Lewis’ blog. 
 
This one is a shocker. 
 
Lewis writes that Ure “apparently used his position as a Broward Health Commissioner to threaten his (a 
woman).” 
 
Lewis headlines his post “Bully Busted!” His blog contains copies photos that Lewis writes were e-mailed 
by Ure to the woman. 
 

https://www.browardbeat.com/state-attorney-complaint-broward-health-commissioner-threatened-woman/
https://www.browardbeat.com/state-attorney-complaint-broward-health-commissioner-threatened-woman/
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“Christopher Ure and Jane Doe met online late in 2015.  He used “Guy Weston” and 
“WestonGuy954@gmail.com” as his online profile (clever, he lives in Weston and he’s a “guy”).  He also 
used an anonymous google voice number 770-580-4009 to keep his communications secret,” Lewis 
writes. 
 
I’ll let Lewis explain it all here. 
 
The allegations against Ure are just one more act in the three-ring circus that Broward Health has 
become. 
 
The blame lies with one person: Gov. Rick Scott. 
 
It is Scott who appointed the commissioners, who are clearly not up to the task of leading the health 
care district. 
 
It is Scott who has not filled the vacancies on the commission. There has not been a full seven-member 
commission for months. 
 
Scott’s failure to straighten out the system illustrates the problem of a billion-dollar government 
appointed solely by the governor. Too often the appointees are political donors rather than leaders. 
Political hacks instead of visionaries. 
 
This has happened under both Republican and Democratic governors. 
 
Broward Health is in such chaos today that Satz should consider a Grand Jury investigation. Perhaps the 
jurors could suggest ways to clean up the mess. 
 
And right at the top of what Satz should have jurors examine are Lewis’ allegations. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Law Enforcement Surprises Daughter of Slain Kissimmee Officer on Birthday 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Officers-Surprise-Daughter-of-Slain-Kissimmee-Officer-on-
Birthday-441377563.html 
 
STORY: Law enforcement officers surprised the daughter of a slain Florida police officer by wishing her a 
happy birthday. 
 
Unique Howard turned 17 two days after the death of her father Kissimmee Police Sgt. Richard "Sam" 
Howard. Howard and Officer Matthew Baxter were shot Friday night while patrolling a neighborhood 
known for drug activity. Baxter died Friday and Howard died on Saturday. 
 
Police spokeswoman Stacie Miller tells local news outlets they'd planned to surprise Unique Howard at 
her home. But her mother told them her daughter had insisted on going to her job at Publix 
supermarket. 
 
In a video posted on Facebook, Unique Howard wiped away tears and hugged a co-worker as everyone 
sang "Happy Birthday." She was given a thin blue line bracelet, symbolic of an officer who died. 

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Officers-Surprise-Daughter-of-Slain-Kissimmee-Officer-on-Birthday-441377563.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Officers-Surprise-Daughter-of-Slain-Kissimmee-Officer-on-Birthday-441377563.html

