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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Deputy charged with giving airport shooting video to TMZ 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-sb-tmz-
dingman-arrest-20170612-story.html 
 
STORY: A veteran Broward Sheriff’s deputy was arrested Wednesday, accused of secretly recording 
security video of the Fort Lauderdale airport shooting in January that left five dead. Two days later, the 
video appeared on the gossip website TMZ.com. 
 
Deputy Michael Dingman, 47, turned himself in to the sheriff's headquarters in Fort Lauderdale on 
Wednesday morning and was taken to the main jail. He is accused of unlawfully giving the video to TMZ, 
according to an arrest report. 
 
“When I found out that a video had been released and that the suspect was one of our own, I was very 
angry,” Broward Sheriff Scott Israel said during a news conference Wednesday afternoon. “At the end of 
the day, this is about one deputy who chose to tarnish the badge.” 
 
Israel said the investigation could not determine whether Dingman was paid for sharing the video. 
 
“TMZ has a history of giving out payments,” Israel said. “But we were unable to confirm if any money 
exchanged hands. We’ve probably gone as far as we can. We’d love to know more, but I think we’re at 
the end of the road in that respect.” 
 
According to an arrest report, Dingman told a detective during the investigation, “Do you guys think I 
made money on this thing? Because if so, I didn’t. You can search my bank records if you’d like, but you 
aren’t going to find anything.” 
 
A spokeswoman for TMZ.com did not reply to an email seeking comment. 
 
Dingman did not appear in court Wednesday and at about 1:30 p.m., was freed on a $2,000 bond. 
Dressed in a gray hooded sweatshirt, shorts and tennis shoes, he said, “Stay away from me.” 
 
Dingman used a parked car to avoid being seen while waiting for his ride, a black sedan driven by a man 
who picked him up in the jail parking lot. His lawyer, Michael Finesilver, declined to comment. 
 
Dingman saw the video of the shooting during a training session in a sergeant’s office, but witnesses 
could not confirm that is when he recorded it on his cellphone, the investigation found. 
 
The 20-second video clip that showed the beginning of the mass shooting was not publicly released 
because it was part of a continuing criminal investigation, the sheriff’s office said. 
 
Two of Dingman’s colleagues told investigators that Dingman admitted making the recording, and 
Dingman told a co-worker that he had sent the video to the website, the arrest report said. 
 
A police search of records from financial institutions used by Dingman and his family did not find 
evidence of any payments for sharing the video, the arrest report said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-sb-tmz-dingman-arrest-20170612-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-sb-tmz-dingman-arrest-20170612-story.html
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Investigators allege that Dingman gave the video to TMZ, that there were several phone calls between 
him and TMZ and that he also contacted local media outlets. 
 
After news reports that the video had been leaked, Dingman is accused of switching service from the 
cellphone used to record the footage to another phone. 
 
The Jan. 6 shootings at the baggage claim in Terminal 2 at Fort-Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport left five travelers dead, six other people wounded from gunfire and more than 50 passengers 
with injuries that included sprains and anxiety. 
 
Esteban Santiago, 27, of Alaska is the accused gunman. He was arrested in the terminal immediately 
after the gunfire and is in custody, being prosecuted by federal authorities. He has pleaded not guilty to 
22 charges. 
 
When the video that showed Santiago pull a handgun from his pants as he strolled and fired at 
passengers waiting for luggage appeared on the Internet, the sheriff’s office began investigating 
Dingman, who in January was suspended with pay. 
 
On Jan. 10, Dingman, who rarely called in sick, missed work because of illness. When deputies went to 
his home, he said on the advice of his lawyer he refused to surrender a cellphone to be searched until 
deputies obtained a warrant, because it was like “giving you the keys to the kingdom,” the arrest report 
said. 
 
He also said he had “made a huge mistake,” that what little credibility he had with the agency was gone, 
and that “I want to tell you about what happened, but I know that I shouldn’t,” according to the report. 
 
Once a search warrant was obtained, Dingman was accused of surrendering a phone that is different 
from the one that was used to record the airport shooting video, in an effort to obstruct the 
investigation, the sheriff’s office said. Dingman told detectives that he’d dropped the phone they were 
seeking into his pool and that he had taken the battery out. 
 
After deputies obtained a search warrant and went through his Coral Springs home on Jan. 13, deputies 
seized 24 electronic devices and accessories, including computer discs, USB drives or cards; a router; 
two cellphones and four iPhones; two iPads; six computers and a camcorder, the arrest report and 
search warrants showed. 
 
Dingman pointed to a plastic container that held rice and a cellphone and said to a detective, “Here is 
what you’re looking for.” Raw rice can be used to draw moisture out of a wet cellphone. 
 
“It’s not what you think,” Dingman told deputies during the search. “My attorney knows all about it,” 
and “I know I’m probably incriminating myself, but I don’t care,” according to the report. 
 
The FBI’s forensic laboratory examined the damaged phone. They were able to restore power to it and 
found it was reset to factory issued settings and appeared to have been completely wiped of any data 
before it was put in water. 
 



3 
 

When Dingman was suspended in January, his annual salary was $75,673. Dingman surrendered his 
badge and patrol car at that time. 
 
On Tuesday, the agency changed his status to suspension without pay for allegedly disclosing or using 
confidential criminal justice information and conduct unbecoming an employee, according to an internal 
affairs memo. 
 
Dingman has worked for BSO for 21 years. He was arrested on suspicion of tampering or fabricating 
physical evidence; unlawful use of a two-way communication device; violation of public records law and 
criminal use of a public record or public records information. 
 
The Broward state attorney’s office assisted the sheriff’s office with its investigation will review it before 
deciding whether to charge Dingman with any offense, a spokeswoman said. 
 
Dingman's Linked-In profile listed him as the owner of No Shenanigans Diving, where he is a scuba diving 
instructor. The profile said Dingman served in U.S. Army aviation from 1987 to 1995 and attended 
Florida Atlantic University, studying criminal justice and police science. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Election worker gets house arrest for marking ballots 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/sfl-election-fraud-house-arrest-20170817-
story.html 
 
STORY: South Florida election worker convicted of fraud will not face jail time. 
 
The Miami Herald reports that 74-year-old Gladys Coego received two years of house arrest and three 
years of probation during a Wednesday hearing. 
 
She had pleaded guilty to filling out somebody else's absentee ballot. 
 
Coego was hired by a temp agency and working as an elections support specialist at the Miami-Dade 
election office last October, just weeks before the Nov. 8 election. Her job was to open, count and sort 
vote-by-mail absentee ballots. 
 
Police say fellow workers saw her marking absentee ballots for Miami-Dade mayoral candidate Raquel 
Regalado, who ultimately lost to incumbent Carlos Gimenez. 
 
Coego used a pen smuggled into the ballot-sorting room inside her purse. 
 
She had no connection to the Regalado campaign. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/sfl-election-fraud-house-arrest-20170817-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/sfl-election-fraud-house-arrest-20170817-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward deputy arrested after leaking airport shooting video to TMZ, BSO says 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff and Elizabeth Koh 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article167579007.html 
 
STORY: A Broward Sheriff’s Office deputy was arrested and charged Wednesday with secretly recording 
footage of a mass shooting at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in January and then 
releasing it to TMZ, according to BSO. 
 
Michael E. Dingman, 47, was booked at the main jail and released on a bond of $2,000 shortly after he 
turned himself in around 10 a.m. Wednesday. 
 
The arrest warrant alleges that Dingman used his cellphone to secretly record about 20 seconds of 
footage near the beginning of the airport shooting and then illegally send the video to the gossip 
website. The warrant also states Dingman tried to reset his phone to factory settings and submerge the 
phone in water to cover his tracks. 
 
“This is a deputy who violated his oath, and I hope the truth surfaces and justice is served,’’ said 
Broward Sheriff Scott Israel. 
 
On Jan. 6, Esteban Santiago-Ruiz, 27, opened fire in a baggage claim in Terminal 2 at the airport, killing 
five and injuring six others. Santiago-Ruiz, a U.S. Army Iraq war veteran who flew to South Florida from 
Alaska, was arrested and has pleaded not guilty to nearly two dozen charges associated with the 
shooting. 
 
Four days after the shooting, Dingman, a 21-year department veteran who earned a base salary of 
$75,673, was suspended with pay as the department investigated who leaked the video. Israel said 
Wednesday that Dingman taped the footage on his cellphone while he and others were reviewing 
surveillance video of the shooting to learn if they could have handled the situation any differently. 
 
“I remember hearing about this shortly after it happened and being really angry,” Israel said. “We had so 
many people working so hard and so seamlessly and to know that one of our own could do this was 
disappointing. It wasn’t his place to disseminate it.” 
 
The arrest report said Dingman gave the video to TMZ, and that the deputy had also contacted other 
media outlets. A search of the browsing history of Dingman’s department-issued laptop computer 
showed he visited the TMZ website about four hours before the video appeared on the site, according 
to the report. 
 
Dingman denied he had profited from the footage. 
 
“Do you guys think I made money on this thing?” he told a detective during the investigation, according 
to the arrest report. “Because if so, I didn’t. You can search my bank records if you’d like, but you aren’t 
going to find anything.” 
 
TMZ did not respond to an email asking whether the site paid Dingman for the video. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article167579007.html
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Dingman was charged with four counts, including tampering with or fabricating physical evidence, 
violating public records law, criminally using public records information and unlawfully using a 
communication device. He has been suspended since January; on Tuesday, his pay was suspended. 
 
“Based on the totality of the situation and the charges brought on him, I made the decision to suspend 
him without pay,” Israel said. 
 
When Dingman left the jail Wednesday afternoon, wearing a gray hoodie, shorts and tennis shoes, he 
declined to comment to the Sun Sentinel. “Stay away from me,” he told a reporter. 
 
His lawyer Michael Finesilver confirmed he was representing Dingman but declined to discuss his client, 
saying he does not comment on pending cases. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Top Florida Highway Patrol official resigns amid quota flap 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/sns-bc-fl--highway-patrol-speeding-tickets-20170816-
story.html 
 
STORY: A top official with the Florida Highway Patrol who told troopers they aren't writing enough 
speeding tickets is resigning from his job. 
 
Maj. Mark Welch of Troop H in Tallahassee turned in his resignation letter on Wednesday. Welch's last 
day will be Sept. 4. 
 
Highway Patrol Director Col. Gene Spaulding said in statement that Welch had served the state for more 
than 35 years and that he appreciated his dedication to the patrol's "mission of saving lives." 
 
Welch resigned hours after Attorney General Pam Bondi called his actions "reckless" and "stupid." 
 
The Tampa Bay Times reported that Welch told troopers under his command via email that "the patrol 
wants to see two citations each hour" adding that it's not a quota. 
 
The Florida Highway Patrol is now reminding all supervisors that quotas are not allowed. 
 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/sns-bc-fl--highway-patrol-speeding-tickets-20170816-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/sns-bc-fl--highway-patrol-speeding-tickets-20170816-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: BSO deputy arrested, accused of leaking FLL shooting video 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-deputy-arrested-accused-of-leaking-fll-shooting-video/ 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — A Florida sheriff’s deputy copied a videotape of a mass shooting 
at Fort Lauderdale’s airport last January that killed five people and leaked it to the website TMZ, 
according to a warrant that led to his arrest Wednesday. 
 
Deputy Michael Dingman, 47, leaked surveillance video of Esteban Santiago opening fire last Jan. 6 
inside a baggage claim area at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport to the Los Angeles-based 
news and celebrity gossip website, investigators said. 
 
Related: BSO deputy suspended in connection to leak of FLL shooting video 
TMZ posted the 22-second video two days after the shooting. It shows Santiago pulling a handgun from 
his waistband and firing three shots as panicked passengers scrambled. He then runs off the screen. 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel said Dingman’s actions “took away from the amazing performance” 
done by his deputies and other law enforcement officers after the shooting. 
 
“At the end of the day, this is about one deputy who chose to tarnish the badge,” Israel said. He said the 
leak did not hinder the shooting investigation. He also said that while TMZ is known to pay large sums 
for videos, the investigation found no evidence Dingman had been paid. 
 
Deputy Jeff Bell, president of the Broward Sheriff’s Office Deputies Association, the union that 
represents the county’s deputies, said Dingman will fight the charges. 
 
“We feel very confident that his defense will address every single issue,” Bell said. 
 
Michael Finesilver, Dingman’s attorney, declined comment. TMZ did not return a call and email seeking 
comment. 
 
Dingman, who has been suspended without pay, was released Wednesday shortly after he surrendered 
on $2,000 bail on charges of violating Florida public records laws, surreptitiously making the video and 
tampering with evidence by deleting files from his cellphone then tossing it in his pool. 
 
Under Florida law, criminal evidence such as the shooting video usually only becomes a public record 
when the investigation is complete. 
 
According to Dingman’s arrest warrant filed by Detective Joshua Webb, investigators noticed that the 
TMZ video was taken by a cellphone recording it from a computer screen. The reflection showed a 
sergeant was sitting in front of the screen and that the video had been recorded in the sheriff’s office’s 
airport station. 
 
Sgt. Scott Yurchuck told investigators he had brought Dingman and two other deputies assigned to the 
airport into his office early Jan. 8 to show them the video for training purposes, playing it several times. 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-deputy-arrested-accused-of-leaking-fll-shooting-video/


9 
 

Yurchuck said he remembered Dingman standing behind him in the spot the video appeared to be 
recorded from and that the deputy was holding his cellphone. 
 
Investigators then searched the websites Dingman visited using his sheriff’s office computer and found 
he visited TMZ’s website shortly after he left Yurchuck’s office. They say his cellphone records show 
Dingman’s phone called TMZ and several local news outlets that morning using a system that blocks the 
user’s identity. 
 
They say Dingman’s phone had four calls that morning with a phone number belonging to TMZ founder, 
Harvey Levin, less than an hour before the video appeared on the website. 
 
On Jan. 10, a Broward captain, lieutenant, sergeant and Webb went to Dingman’s house to confront him 
and confiscate his sheriff’s computer and patrol car. Webb said Dingman told them he knew why they 
were there. 
 
Webb said Dingman told him he had “made a huge mistake” and that his “credibility” was gone, without 
specifically referencing TMZ. 
 
Webb said Dingman, on advice of his attorney, refused to surrender his cellphone without a warrant. 
After Webb obtained one, Dingman allegedly gave him a different one than the one he’d had at the 
airport Jan. 8. 
 
As Webb was leaving, he says Dingman told him, “Do you guys think I made money on this thing? 
Because if so, I didn’t.” 
 
After the alleged phone deception was discovered, Webb got a search warrant for Dingman’s home on 
Jan. 13. Dingman pointed him to a phone sitting in a plastic container filled with rice — a common 
attempted fix for cellphones that have gotten wet. 
 
Dingman told Webb he had dropped it into the pool on the day the video had been recorded, but “It’s 
not what you think.” 
 
Webb wrote that a subsequent investigation found that the cellphone had been erased before being 
submerged in water. Also, all of Dingman’s sheriff’s office emails from that period had been erased, 
which can only be done by someone with Dingman’s password. 
 
Santiago’s trial for the shooting is scheduled for next year. The FBI says Santiago admitted committing 
the shootings in recorded interviews with agents. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Coral Gables Police Officer Manuel Rivero arrested on domestic battery charge 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/coral-gables-police-officer-manuel-rivero-arrested-on-
domestic-battery-charge 
 
STORY: MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, Fla. - A Coral Gables police officer was arrested Thursday on accusations 
that he attacked his wife. 
 
According to an arrest report, neighbors called 911 Wednesday after Officer Manuel Rivero, 39, got into 
an altercation with his wife outside their home in southwest Miami-Dade. 
 
Police said Rivero's wife had gone out for a jog after work and got into an argument with her husband 
when she returned home. 
 
Police said the officer's wife left the home in their family's only car, but returned a short time later 
because she forgot her cellphone. 
 
Three neighbors told police that Rivero met the victim in the driveway, grabbed her by the arm and 
began to pull her. 
 
The witnesses said the woman was screaming, "Call the police. He's hitting me. He always hits me." 
 
Police said Rivero pushed the victim in the head area several times, entered the garage with her and 
closed the door. 
 
Neighbors said they could hear muffled screaming and then saw the couple get into their car. They said 
the woman, whose hair was disheveled, sat in the front passenger seat with her head down.  
 
Police said Rivero's wife had minor abrasions to her neck and clavicle area. 
 
They said Rivero had a large cut on his neck, stretching to his clavicle area. Police said Rivero claimed 
that he got the cut while retrieving a ball from a tree in his front yard. 
 
Authorities said the officer denied physically touching his wife and said that they had just gotten into a 
verbal argument, "as they always do." 
 
Rivero was arrested on a domestic battery charge. 
 
The incident comes two months after Rivero was relieved of duty by the Coral Gables Police Department 
for a domestic violence incident that was reported at a South Miami mall. 
 
Officer Kelly Denham said in a statement in June that Rivero was the subject of an ongoing criminal 
investigation involving the Miami-Dade County State Attorney's Office. 
 
The Coral Gables Internal Affairs unit was also investigating Rivero, according to Denham. 
 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/coral-gables-police-officer-manuel-rivero-arrested-on-domestic-battery-charge
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/coral-gables-police-officer-manuel-rivero-arrested-on-domestic-battery-charge
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According to the arrest report, Rivero has been employed by the Coral Gables Police Department for 18 
years. 
 
Denham said Rivero remains relieved of duty following his arrest. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: BSO deputy arrested months after allegedly leaking video of Fort Lauderdale airport shooting 
BYLINE: Amanda Batchelor 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/bso-deputy-arrested-months-after-
allegedly-leaking-video-of-fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - A Broward Sheriff's Office deputy who was suspended with pay earlier 
this year for allegedly leaking video of a shooting at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport to 
TMZ was arrested Wednesday. 
 
Michael Dingman, 47, turned himself in at his employer's headquarters Wednesday morning and was 
taken to the main jail, the Sun Sentinel first reported. 
 
"When I found out that a video had been released and that a suspect was one of our very own, I was 
very angry," Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel said Wednesday at a news conference. 
 
Dingman is accused of secretly recording security footage that shows a gunman firing at random Jan. 6 
in the baggage claim area of Terminal 2. The suspected gunman has been identified as Esteban Santiago, 
26, who remains behind bars.  
 
Authorities said Dingman, who worked at the airport and was described as a high-ranking law 
enforcement officer with security clearance, used a cellphone to record off of a monitor, not realizing 
that part of his own reflection was captured on the footage that was likely sold to TMZ. 
 
The images that authorities said showed Dingman's reflection were turned over to the FBI. 
 
According to an arrest warrant, two sergeants and two deputies, including Dingman, viewed the 
surveillance video inside one of the sergeant's office. 
 
The sergeant told investigators that he remembered that Dingman had his cellphone out while they 
were reviewing the footage, but he did not notice whether Dingman was recording.  
 
The report stated that Dingman told a detective, "Do you guys think I made money on this thing? 
Because if so, I didn't. You can search my bank records if you'd like, but you aren't going to find 
anything." 
 
Investigators found that Dingman had engaged in several phone calls with people from TMZ and had 
also contacted other media outlets, the arrest warrant stated.  
 
The warrant also stated that Dingman had searched TMZ on his agency-issued computer just four hours 
before the video appeared on TMZ's website.  
 
During the investigation, detectives said Dingman willingly turned over his agency-issued computer and 
vehicle, but told a detective that he was advised by his attorney not to turn over his cellphone without a 
warrant because it was akin to "giving you (investigators) the keys to the kingdom." 
 

https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/bso-deputy-arrested-months-after-allegedly-leaking-video-of-fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting
https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/bso-deputy-arrested-months-after-allegedly-leaking-video-of-fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting
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Dingman faces charges of tampering with or fabricating physical evidence, using a two-way 
communication device to facilitate a felony, using a public record to commit a crime and violating public 
records law. 
 
Dingman's status with BSO changed Tuesday to suspended without pay while Internal Affairs 
investigates accusations of disclosing confidential criminal justice information, failing to use discretion 
and conduct that is unbecoming of an employee. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Amid ticket quota issue, FHP Maj. Mark Welch requests retirement 
BYLINE: Andrea Torres 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/florida/amid-ticket-quota-issue-fhp-maj-mark-welch-requests-
retirement 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - After his July 28 email to Florida Highway Patrol troopers in an eight-county 
region was published, FHP Maj. Mark Welch sent a request to Col. Gene Spaulding Wednesday. He 
wants to retire.  
 
Welch, who ordered the troopers to issue two citations each hour, wants to retire from FHP on Sept. 5. 
Spaulding released a statement saying he was accepting his request.  
 
"Major Welch has served Florida for more than 35 years, and I appreciate his dedication to the state of 
Florida and FHP’s mission of saving lives," Spaulding said.  
 
In the email, Welch said the order was not a quota and was meant to support an overtime program to 
provide more coverage in high-traffic areas. Spaulding put Welch's job status under review after 
disavowing the email.  
 
A quota would be in violation of Florida law. The union representing troopers wants disciplinary action 
against Welch. 

https://www.local10.com/news/florida/amid-ticket-quota-issue-fhp-maj-mark-welch-requests-retirement
https://www.local10.com/news/florida/amid-ticket-quota-issue-fhp-maj-mark-welch-requests-retirement

