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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale airport unprepared for shooting, outside review finds 
BYLINE: Stephen Hobbs and Megan O'Matz 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-
shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html 
 
STORY: Airport officials weren’t prepared to handle a mass crisis, clashed with law enforcement, and 
some workers simply didn’t know what to do in the aftermath of the Jan. 6 shooting that left five dead 
at Fort Lauderdale airport, according to a review by an outside consultant released Tuesday. 
 
The 82-page report found that the Broward Sheriff’s Office overstepped its authority by taking control of 
duties that should have been left to airport officials. Also faulted: the airport's “inadequate” plans to 
care for and efficiently evacuate passengers in an emergency. 
 
The review is the latest to reaffirm a Sun Sentinel investigation published in April. The Sheriff's Office in 
June released a draft evaluation of its own response, also echoing the Sun Sentinel’s findings. 
 
Among the major findings released Tuesday: 
 
-- No one took charge, leading to confusion among law enforcement and travelers. 
 
-- Aviation officials and the Sheriff’s Office failed to coordinate with each other and did not effectively 
communicate. 
 
-- The airport’s plans for evacuation and sheltering passengers after an incident fell short and should be 
updated. 
 
-- The airport needs to take the lead in helping passengers, something that has been left to airlines in 
the past. Airline plans mainly deal with emergencies aboard planes, the report said. 
 
The report urges the aviation industry and society in general to look to its findings to help shape a new 
model for handling mass events in the new reality of mass attacks in public places. 
 
“Spontaneous, uncontrolled evacuations of this magnitude in large public settings are rare, thus many 
lessons can be learned,” it says. 
 
Fort Lauderdale airport shooting: We failed to take control, Sheriff's Office says 
The report reiterated how conflicts between airport officials and law enforcement on the day of the 
shooting hampered response efforts. 
 
For instance, the airport’s emergency operations center was on lockdown by order of the Sheriff’s 
Office, preventing county officials from leaving and carrying out their duties. A Sheriff’s Office liaison did 
not show up to assist the county’s emergency operations. And a lack of communication between the 
agencies led to duplicate requests for resources, such as buses and shelter area, the review found. 
 
The report provided new details about how miscommunication on the day of the mass shooting led to 
self-induced breakdowns. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html
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In one example, officials at Port Everglades were initially told they needed to accommodate 900 
evacuees instead of the approximately 10,000 who were actually bused there. 
 
No questions asked: 5 one-way flights with a gun – just like airport shooter Esteban Santiago 
In another, the report found that agencies responding to the event didn’t understand the impact of their 
request to close the airport and it wasn’t explained to them. Ripples affected travel operation far 
beyond Fort Lauderdale. 
 
The report faulted communication to passengers from the airport, too. The current mass notification 
system does not cover the entire airport, including the ramps, which hindered getting important 
information to panicked travelers as the day unfolded. 
 
The crisis began when police say Esteban Santiago, then 26, opened fire in the airport’s Terminal 2 after 
he picked up a gun he had checked on a flight from Alaska. 
 
The shooting was followed by panic in other terminals, as rumors of additional shooters led to 
stampedes onto the tarmac. Some of those rumors were caused by law enforcement officers yelling 
unconfirmed reports of shots fired. The panic was worsened by TSA officials running from their posts to 
the exists as they are trained to do. Approximately 12,000 passengers were displaced, the review found, 
and many were stuck for hours without food, water or shelter and without timely information about 
what was happening to them. 
 
The report suggests simple fixes to prevent that from happening again: 
 
-- Consider acquiring earpieces for law enforcement to prevent passengers from hearing the 
unconfirmed information passed between police over their radios. 
 
-- Rethink TSA’s run-hide-fight training and develop a plan to better handle a situation like the incident 
in Fort Lauderdale, including a way to resecure checkpoints after a disruption. 
 
-- Develop a better mass notification system to supply constant messaging to airport tenants — such as 
concessionaires and airlines — the media and the public. 
 
Another recommendation calls for developing an emergency traffic plan to prevent the gridlock that 
occurred in January, as buses trying to evacuate stranded travelers were delayed and often blocked by 
police cars hastily parked as officers flooded the airport after the unfounded reports of more shooters. 
 
Broward County commissioners, Sheriff Scott Israel and Aviation Director Mark Gale, among other 
officials, discussed the report in a closed meeting Tuesday at the county’s offices in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale. 
 
Gale said the review was essential to show where airport officials responded well and what areas 
needed to be improved. 
 
“It’s clear that we have some work to do,” Gale said of the report’s 132 recommendations. 
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The report was prepared by the consulting firm Ross & Baruzzini Inc., which was hired in March to 
review the county’s response. The complete cost of the company’s review has not been finalized, but 
according to an agreement it is capped at $314,000. 
 
The report notes several things that went right that day including the quick response of law 
enforcement and emergency medical resources to the scene of the shootings and the effort to reunite 
passengers with their personal belongings. 
 
Israel disputed the claim that the Sheriff’s Office circumvented airport officials and that there was a lack 
of a unified command after the shooting. 
 
“I was proud to be in law enforcement that day,” he said. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office is expected to release its final report soon. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Jack Latvala, newest candidate for Florida governor, hits the campaign trail 
BYLINE: Anthony Mann 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-reg-jack-latvala-governor-campaign-20170815-
story.html 
 
STORY: Taking a few swipes at his opponents, Jack Latvala billed himself Wednesday as the only 
candidate for governor with the right combination of experience in government and business to lead 
Florida. 
 
Latvala has spent years in the Florida Senate, but said his business experience gives him “a different 
dimension than people who have been in political office their whole lives… I don’t think a lifetime of 
experience as a legislator of a congressman is enough. All those guys do is pass laws. We – you and I – 
have to live by those laws.” 
 
He said Florida is a special place – but not perfect. “There are so many things that we are known for that 
are not positive. And so many important statistical categories where we perform very poorly. And 
together we need to do something about that.” 
 
He said job growth under outgoing Gov. Rick Scott has been impressive, but noted more than half the 
state’s counties have seen a decrease in jobs. The state ranks at the bottom in spending on mental 
health and infrastructure spending. And Florida is plagued by an opioid epidemic that is killing 20 people 
a day. 
 
Speaking to reporters in Hialeah, the first of three locations for his campaign kickoff tour of the state, he 
avoided the nation’s hottest current political issue: President Donald Trump’s response to the deaths in 
Charlottesville, Va., after the weekend march by white supremacists, neo-Nazis and others. 
 
Latvala said he was so busy on Tuesday he didn’t know anything about the news conference at which 
Trump doubled down on his belief that there was some kind of shared blame between the white 
nationalist protesters in Charlottesville and counter-demonstrators. 
 
Asked if neo-Nazis are “100 percent” to blame for what happened over the weekend, Latvala said: “I 
wasn’t there. I condemn all violence from people that are protesting. If people are peacefully exercising 
their rights whether they be white supremacists or whether they be Black Lives Matter folks they have a 
right to demonstrate without having a mob attacking them. I wasn’t there. I’ve heard a lot of different 
stories about what may or may not have gone down,” he said. Asked if he was equating neo-Nazis and 
Black Lives Matter members, he said he was “not supporting Nazis.” 
 
Besides South Florida, the state senator from Clearwater plans appearances in the Tampa Bay area and 
the Panhandle. What was billed as an “announcement” wasn’t a secret — he’s been traveling the state 
for months, raising money for a political committee, and on Friday filed paperwork signaling his 
intention to run for the 2018 Republican nomination. 
 
“He gets stuff done. I’m not saying the other candidates don’t, but his track record is long and 
significant,” said supporter Ellyn Bogdanoff, a former Republican state senator from Broward and Palm 
Beach counties. “He’s taken on some tough battles, and he’s very politically savvy.” 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-reg-jack-latvala-governor-campaign-20170815-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-reg-jack-latvala-governor-campaign-20170815-story.html
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Bogdanoff was at the first stop of Latvala’s announcement tour, at a fire station in Hialeah. 
 
“When you take a step back and you talk about what this state needs, I think we need somebody who 
understands deeply the political climate and has the skills to kind of move the state forward,” said 
Bogdanoff, now a lawyer-lobbyist with the South Florida-based Becker & Poliakoff law firm. “Jack has 
been very effective about building coalitions and cares deeply about the state.” 
 
Bogdanoff said she met Latvala 20 years ago when she was recruited to run — unsuccessfully, it turned 
out — for a South Florida state Senate seat. Latvala was the political consultant for her 2004 victory in a 
special election for the state House of Representatives, and they’ve worked together since through her 
time in the House and later the Florida Senate. 
 
She said he’s a complicated person who is difficult to quickly summarize. “You don’t do Jack justice in an 
elevator pitch. He’s a lot more complex than most people realize,” Bogdanoff said. 
 
Latvala’s entry in the race brings some ideological diversity to the contest, which features three other 
candidates, some of whom haven’t officially declared their intentions — and all of them on the right side 
of the political spectrum. Latvala, 65, has spent 15 years in the Florida Senate, where he’s been a major 
force and also suffered more personal and policy defeats. He lost an internal party race for Senate 
president, and currently serves as chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
 
He can’t run again for Senate because of term limits. 
 
Meet the people who want to be Florida’s next governor 
The field of candidates running for Florida governor in 2018 could be one of the most crowded in 
decades. 
 
The job is open because term limits prevent Gov. Rick Scott from running again. 
 
Here are pictures of and info you need to know about the people who, so far, are among the people 
already in the race and calculating their chances if they decide to seek the Democratic and Republican 
nominations. 
 
Candidates began declaring their intentions to seek their party’s nominations in early 2017. Candidates 
don’t have to formally enter until June 2018 for the August primaries that will pick the nominees who 
will face off in November. 
 
It’s unlikely serious candidates would wait until the deadline. But there is plenty of time for a surprise 
candidate who could upend expectations. The last time the office was open, with no incumbent seeking 
re-election, was in 2010. 
 
Scott – who went on to topple the Republican establishment’s candidate in the primary and win the 
governor’s office – didn’t enter the race until April of that year. Scott had the financial resources to fund 
his own campaign and ran in a year that was strong for political outsiders. 
 
One of the biggest questions for 2018 is whether political outsiders, such as Scott and President Donald 
Trump, will still run strong or whether voters will prefer experienced political leaders. 
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Latvala faces significant political headwinds. 
 
— He is attempting to move from a regional base to the nomination for the top statewide office. 
 
Although Latvala has served a third of his adult life in public office, rising to a prominent role in 
Tallahassee, an important presence in the state capital doesn’t mean many people outside its confines 
or his home base in the Tampa Bay area have any idea who he is. Running in a large state with multiple 
television markets is a difficult and expensive proposition — something that often eludes candidates 
from both parties. 
 
“He’s relatively unknown across the state. So that’s the No. 1 challenge. Of course it takes time and 
money to get your name out there and to break through the noise,” said Sean Foreman, a political 
scientist at Barry University. “And there’s going to be a lot of noise about next year’s campaign, so [it will 
be] hard for a newcomer to make a splash.” 
 
— He faces stiff competition for the Republican nomination. Already in the race is Agriculture 
Commissioner Adam Putnam of Bartow, a former member of Congress who’s run — and won — twice 
statewide. The speaker of the state House of Representatives, Richard Corcoran of Land O’Lakes, and 
U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis of Ponte Vedra Beach, are likely to enter the race. All three have proven 
significant fundraising prowess 
 
— He’s a moderate deal-maker and political insider, in a Republican Party that is increasingly hostile to 
those lines on a resume. 
 
Conservative voters dominate Republican primaries. The most prominent successes in Florida in recent 
elections — Gov. Rick Scott in 2010 and President Donald Trump in 2016 — were political outsiders who 
tossed out the traditional political playbook favored by establishment politicians. 
 
“Latvala has a reputation for being a moderate. And that may be appealing in a lawmaker, but right now 
that’s not the right ingredient in a campaign,” Foreman said. “He’s someone that most Republicans 
could be comfortable with in office, but they may even give him a look. … Voters, and particularly 
Republican base voters recently, have been willing to throw all that out and take a wild card candidate.” 
 
Opposition to tax increases is an article of faith in the Republican Party, and Putnam and Corcoran 
quickly endorsed a proposal this week from Gov. Rick Scott to make it more difficult for the state to 
increase taxes and fees — something that would go in effect after Scott leaves office if it’s added to the 
Florida Constitution. Scott can’t run for re-election because of term limits; he’s expected to be on the 
ballot next year as a candidate for U.S. Senate. 
 
Latvala downplayed Scott’s idea on Twitter, saying he was concentrating his energy on ways to combat 
the opioid crisis. Bogdanoff said Latvala’s interest in the opioid crisis is telling. “He’s listening to people 
he trusts about the opioid crisis, which is costing this state hundreds of millions of dollars and has been 
put on the back burner for a long time.” 
 
And he pushed for in-state college tuition for undocumented immigrants at state universities. 
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Bob Wolfe, founding president of the Lauderdale Beach Republican Club who’s helped run multiple 
political campaigns, said there may be an advantage for Latvala in standing out as something different 
from the other candidates. 
 
If several are competing over conservative primary voters, they could split the conservative vote and 
Latvala could win the nomination on the strength of moderates said Wolfe, who hasn’t yet settled on a 
candidate. “If you’ve got three or four conservatives duking it out, with $5 million to $10 million apiece, 
and you have Latvala raising 5 million or 6 million bucks, he’s going to come out of the Tampa Bay area 
with a lot more votes than the other guys and we have a lot of moderates in South Florida,” Wolfe said. 
 
Foreman is more skeptical of that theory. People in politics trot out that theory during every election 
cycle, he said, and it usually doesn’t work. 
 
Latvala’s brand as a pragmatic dealmaker could be a valuable selling point if Trump’s outsider approach 
is seen as a failure by voters next year. Wolfe, who isn’t a fan of the president, said primary voters who 
support the president will still be a potent force in the August 2018 primary for governor. “The Trump 
factor is still going to be here. The president is still going to be popular. That voter is not going away.” 
 
Bogdanoff said Latvala could appeal to a range of primary voters. “He’s kind of like the insider-outsider 
guy,” she said. Besides working as a political consultant, he’s run a printing business. 
 
Foreman said Republican primary voters will have to decide on the approach they prefer. “The question 
is: Are you happy with these folks who have come in with no governing experience, how they’re leading 
us? Or do you want to revert back to people with strong relationships and a solid knowledge of how 
government works?”   
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Fix Broward's voter rolls the right way | Editorial 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-
shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html 
 
STORY: In the lawsuit against Broward County Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes, neither side has a 
strong case. The plaintiffs’ case, though, is weaker. 
 
The American Civil Rights Union (ACRU), a conservative group formed as a counterweight to the left-
leaning American Civil Liberties Union, alleges that Snipes has failed to maintain accurate voter rolls as 
required under the 1993 National Voter Registration Act. When presented with inaccuracies, the ACRU 
claims, Snipes has not acted. 
 
Snipes presents an inviting target. As the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board noted last year when endorsing 
her opponent in the Democratic primary, she has become “disconnected” from the daily work of the 
office after 13 years. During testimony in the federal trial that ended nearly two weeks ago, some of her 
answers on how her office checks the rolls were vague. 
 
In an interview, Snipes and her attorney, Burnadette Norris-Weeks, basically blamed any problems on 
the state. Supervisors must follow state rules about when to purge people from the rolls. “Florida has a 
great law,” Norris-Weeks said, “and the office is going according to the law.” 
 
Still, Snipes could be more proactive and set higher standards for how her office works. Palm Beach 
County’s supervisor, Susan Bucher, recently imposed new rules to guard against absentee ballot abuse, 
for example. Bucher did so after witnessing suspicious behavior in the last election, issues not 
adequately anticipated or addressed in state law. 
 
If Snipes is too passive, however, the ACRU is too aggressive — and too political. 
 
It is no coincidence that this Republican group filed its lawsuit in Broward, which has more registered 
Democrats than any other Florida county. People involved directly and indirectly are partisans who 
perpetuate myths about voter fraud, a strategy designed to purge voters rather than increase turnout. 
 
J. Christian Adams, the plaintiffs’ lead attorney, is president of the Public Interest Legal Foundation. He’s 
the author of a book called “Injustice: Exposing the Racial Agenda of the Obama Justice Department.” In 
2014, he wrote a blog post accusing then-Attorney General Eric Holder of “facilitating voter fraud.” 
 
A director of the same foundation is Hans von Spakovsky. Like Adams, he worked in the Justice 
Department under President George W. Bush. 
 
During that time, von Spakovsky twice overruled career prosecutors who concluded that election law 
changes in Texas and Georgia discriminated against African-American and Hispanic voters, who tend to 
vote Democratic. He also co-wrote the book, “Who’s Counting? How Fraudsters and Bureaucrats Put 
Your Vote at Risk.” 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fort-lauderdale-hollywood-airport-shooting/fl-airport-shooting-after-action-release-20170815-story.html
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Yet the Bush Justice Department found virtually no evidence of voter fraud nationwide. The 
investigation covered five years. Bush asked for it after the presidential recount of 2000. 
 
Now Adams and von Spakovsky are serving on President Trump’s Commission on Election Integrity. 
Trump formed the panel after making the false claim that 3 million to 5 million ballots cast by illegal 
immigrants cost him the popular vote. 
 
Another commission member, former Ohio Secretary of State Ken Blackwell, claimed that “more than a 
million noncitizens may have voted in November.” Adams, Blackwell and von Spakovsky serve on ACRU’s 
policy board. 
 
For all their rhetoric, the plaintiffs presented no evidence of voter fraud in Broward County. There was 
testimony about rolls that seemed inflated and dead people on the rolls, but Broward is a large, 
transient county. In one two-year cycle, roughly 200,000 people were purged in the normal course of 
business. 
 
We have seen in Florida what can happen with politically motivated purges. Gov. Rick Scott tried one in 
2012. Of the 2,700 names identified statewide, almost 90 percent were African-American and Hispanic. 
Five hundred were citizens. They included military veterans. 
 
If the ACRU had wanted to take a stand for election integrity, the group could have sued the state over 
Florida’s lax rules for absentee ballots. The Palm Beach Post recently reported how two Palm Beach 
County candidates exploited those loopholes last year. Documented problems with absentee ballots in 
Florida go back 20 years. 
 
By Sept. 15, Snipes and the ACRU must give U.S. District Judge Beth Bloom memorandums stating how 
they believe the judge should rule. We hope that Bloom confines her ruling to recommendations on 
how Snipes could improve maintenance of the voter rolls. 
 
Currently, the office runs the list against a state database every two years. Perhaps the office could do 
that more often. Voters who don’t show up must stay on the rolls for two election cycles, but the office 
could send out postcards before then to see if people have moved. Snipes could establish a stronger 
chain of command that makes list maintenance a higher priority. 
 
Though there’s no sign of fraud, there’s also no reason for a 130-year-old voter to be on the rolls. This 
lawsuit may be partisan, but election integrity is a bipartisan issue. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Man accused in deputy 'ambush' arrested 
BYLINE: Doug Phillips 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-deputy-assault-arrest-20170816-story.html 
 
STORY: A man who flagged down a Palm Beach County sheriff’s deputy and then “ambushed” him has 
been arrested, officials said. 
 
Gerlo Ulysse, also known as “G-Lo,” was booked into jail Tuesday night records show. 
 
According to the sheriff’s office, early Sunday morning the deputy was checking on a business in an alley 
at 1011 Seventh Ave. South in Lake Worth, when someone flagged him down claiming to need 
assistance. 
 
After the deputy got out of his car, the man later identified as Ulysse hit the deputy “on the right side of 
his face with a blunt object which was later determined to be a shank/nail.” according to sheriff’s office 
spokeswoman Teri Barbera. 
 
Officials announced the arrest of Ulysse, 27, of Lake Worth, less than 48 hours after circulating a 
composite sketch of the deputy’s assailant who was last seen running across South H Street. The 
circumstances leading to his arrest were not immediately disclosed. 
 
Ulysse is charged with aggravated battery on a law enforcement officer and possessing a weapon as a 
convicted felon, jail records show. 
 
The deputy, who has not been identified by the sheriff’s office, is recovering from his injuries. 
 
While being taken into jail Tuesday night Ulysse told reporters he doesn’t have anything against law 
enforcement and that he is not guilty of the charges he’s facing. 
 
He is expected to have a court hearing Wednesday. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-deputy-assault-arrest-20170816-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Attorney General Jeff Sessions will be in South Florida today discussing sanctuary cities 
policies 
BYLINE: Doug Phillips 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/fl-reg-jeff-sessions-sanctuary-cities-miami-
20170815-story.html 
 
STORY: Attorney General Jeff Sessions and the country’s top immigration official will be in South Florida 
on Wednesday to highlight sanctuary city policies. 
 
Sessions is going to Miami with Acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Director Tom Homan 
to talk about “jurisdictions like Miami-Dade that have increased their cooperation and information 
sharing with federal immigration authorities and have demonstrated a fundamental commitment to the 
rule of law and lowering violent crime,” according to an announcement Tuesday afternoon by the 
Department of Homeland Security. 
 
Typically in the U.S., a so-called sanctuary city is one that limits its cooperation with the federal 
government to enforce immigration laws out of fears that deporting people will break up families and 
cause other hardships. 
 
Earlier this year, commissioners in Miami-Dade County voted to uphold the order of Mayor Carlos 
Gimenez to cooperate with federal immigration authorities. Gimenez developed the order after the 
administration of President Donald Trump threatened to withhold federal funding from sanctuary cities. 
 
So far, officials in Broward and Palm Beach counties have not changed their policies, which have been in 
place since 2014. 
 
In announcing Sessions’ trip to South Florida, federal officials said one recent poll shows that 80 percent 
of American voters say that when “illegal aliens” are arrested they should be turned over to immigration 
authorities. 
 
Sessions is scheduled to give remarks at PortMiami at 3 p.m. Wednesday. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/fl-reg-jeff-sessions-sanctuary-cities-miami-20170815-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/miami-dade/fl-reg-jeff-sessions-sanctuary-cities-miami-20170815-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: State Sen. Lauren Book seeks restraining order to silence protester 
BYLINE: Francisco Alvarado 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/08/state-sen-lauren-book-seeks-restraining-order-to-silence-
protester/ 
 
STORY: As Broward State Sen. Lauren Book prepares for her annual walk to raise awareness about child 
sex abuse, she wants to make sure one of her harshest critics is nowhere near her. 
 
On July 26, Sen. Book filed a petition in Broward Circuit Court seeking a restraining order against Derek 
Logue, a 40-year-old Ohio man convicted of sexually assaulting an 11-year-old girl in 2001. Logue today 
is an advocate for registered sex offenders. 
 
You won’t find Sen. Book’s petition at the county courthouse. A clerk in the Broward court’s domestic 
violence division told a reporter it is confidential. The reason: Florida Statute 119 says that any 
documents that reveal the identity, address or phone numbers of a potential crime victim are exempt 
from Florida’s liberal public records law. 
 
Florida Bulldog obtained a copy of her petition from Logue. 
 
Sen. Book claims she fears for her and her family’s safety following physical threats Logue allegedly 
made against her online and in person during two public events in 2015 and 2016. In addition to seeking 
to bar Logue from showing up at her annual walk events, she wants to keep him from coming within 500 
feet of her home and her offices. 
 
But Broward Circuit Court Judge Michael G. Kaplan rejected Sen. Book’s request for a temporary 
restraining order on Aug. 9, noting there was insufficient evidence showing she was in immediate 
danger. A hearing on her request for a permanent restraining order is scheduled for Sept. 1. 
 
Sen. Book declined comment, but her father, prominent Tallahassee lobbyist Ron Book, told Florida 
Bulldog Logue has been harassing him and his daughter for roughly four years. “We had ignored his 
harassment because we don’t believe he is terribly relevant,” Book said. “He has little credibility.” 
 
However, Book said the last straw occurred on July 8, when Logue tweeted “I think I found the official 
Laura Ahearn/ Lauren Book theme song” next to a link to a YouTube video for a song titled, “You Are A 
C—,” by Australian singer and comedian Kat McSnatch. Ahearn is executive director of Parents for 
Megan’s Law, a New York-based advocacy group for victims of sex crimes. 
 
Ugly lyrics 
 
Among its provocative lyrics is this ugly line: “Why don’t you shut that scabby c— mouth before I f— up 
your face.” The crude video also features an image of a tombstone that reads, “R.I.P. Annoying C—.” 
 
According to Ron Book and Sen. Book’s petition, officials from several New York law enforcement 
agencies advised that Logue’s tweet was a credible death threat. “We were advised to contact local law 
enforcement and take steps to make sure that the encounters we’ve had with Mr. Logue don’t happen 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/08/state-sen-lauren-book-seeks-restraining-order-to-silence-protester/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/08/state-sen-lauren-book-seeks-restraining-order-to-silence-protester/
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again. When you cross the line and threaten to f—k up someone’s face followed by ‘R.I.P.,’ that is a 
credible threat,” said Ron Book. 
 
Logue dismissed the Books’ accusations as “a load of hogwash.” He claims the petition is an attempt to 
stop him from exercising his First Amendment right to speak out against their lifelong campaign against 
registered sex offenders. 
 
“It is easy to make me look like the bad guy because I am a registered citizen,” Logue told Florida 
Bulldog. “You may not like my choice of words. I do cuss and I do call people the C word. She is offended 
by it, but I don’t care. It’s protected free speech.” 
 
He added, “She is simply trying to prevent me from raining on her little parade.” 
 
Sen. Book is the founder and $135,000-a-year chief executive officer of Lauren’s Kids, a non-profit 
agency that has collected more than $10 million in grants from the Florida Legislature to fund an array 
of educational programs to convince victims and children advocates to report child sex crimes. However, 
the effectiveness of the programs have come under fire as Sen. Book has used Lauren’s Kids to elevate 
her public profile. 
 
The Plantation Democrat, who was sexually abused as a teen by her former nanny, also makes an annual 
trek on foot from Key West to Tallahassee to raise awareness for child sex victims. This year’s walk is 
scheduled to begin on Sept. 9. 
 
In her petition, Sen. Book claims that in 2015 Logue traveled to Tallahassee and organized a group of sex 
offenders in an attempt to disrupt the final mile of her annual walk. “The workers were warned in 
advance and they were able to keep the walk peaceful with the help of the Capitol Police, the 
Tallahassee Police Department and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement,” the petition says. 
 
A year later, Logue traveled to New York City to attend a screening of the documentary Untouchable at 
the Tribeca Film Festival to harass Sen. Book during a question and answer session, the petition alleges. 
The Books are prominently featured in the movie about the impact of sex offender laws on individuals 
convicted of sex crimes. 
 
“During the question and answer segment, he became unruly enough that his microphone was cut off 
and petitioner was surrounded by New York Police Department officers to protect her,” the petition 
states. Sen. Book claims she learned of Logue’s July 8 tweet after being contacted by an advocate for 
Parents of Megan’s Law who saw it and who filed a report with the New York field office of the FBI. 
 
A rally planned for Miami 
 
The petition also noted that Logue’s website OnceFallen.com and a Facebook page he is affiliated with is 
promoting a rally planned for Miami in September: “The coincidence is palpable.” 
 
In his response to the petition and during an interview with Florida Bulldog, Logue said he has 
participated in and helped organize demonstrations across the country against sex offender registry 
laws and other legislation he believes discriminate against sex offenders who have done their time. He 
has also been interviewed on the topic by CNN, HLN and Russia Today, as well as local and regional news 
outlets, Logue said. 



14 
 

 
He said the 2015 demonstration in Tallahassee was peaceful even though Lauren’s Kids officials tried to 
report him for not registering with the state of Florida for the event. “I am free to travel anywhere in the 
United States of America,” Logue’s response states. “In fact, I made it a point to contact the Leon County 
Sheriff’s office to confirm that I would not need to register as a sex offender to visit for less than 48 
hours to engage in a peaceful demonstration.” 
 
Logue said he attended the 2016 Tribeca Film Festival because he had been interviewed for 
Untouchable, but the footage did not make into the documentary. He did make a brief appearance 
halfway through the film during scenes of the demonstration in Tallahassee. He said he only learned the 
Books were also in attendance when he arrived for the screening. 
 
Logue said the documentary’s director David Feige asked him not to be too nasty to the Book family and 
he obliged. He denies disrupting the question and answer session. “I asked her why she preaches that 
sex offenders don’t deserve second chances when her father is also a convicted criminal that got second 
and third chances,” Logue said. “She made a snarky remark, I laughed and sat back down.” 
 
On Sept. 21, 1995, Ron Book pleaded guilty to four misdemeanor charges and was fined $2,000 
following a criminal investigation that found he violated state law by funneling more than $30,000 in 
illegal campaign contributions to at least a dozen county and state politicians. 
 
Logue, who isn’t shy about owning up to his sex crime conviction, claims when he went to register in his 
home state in July, his registration officer told him someone claiming to be a state senator called to 
complain that he called her a c— and that she was offended by it. “I call a lot of people c—s,” Logue 
said. “I understand not everyone appreciates crude language. Yet, we elected a president that uses 
crude language and what not.” 
 
Logue’s lawyer, Jamie Benjamin, did not respond to a phone message seeking comment. Sen. Book’s 
lawyer, Fort Lauderdale’s David Bogenschutz, said her role as a public official makes her a vulnerable 
target to threats of a violent nature. 
 
“She and several law enforcement agencies believe [Logue’s behavior] crosses the line between what is 
protected by the First Amendment and threats that cause individuals to have legitimate concerns for 
themselves and their family members,” Bogenschutz said. “If it continues, and it has continued, we need 
the court’s intervention to draw the line for us.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: FHP troopers in Miami-Dade rewarded with time off for writing lots of tickets 
BYLINE: Steve Bousquet 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article167096787.html 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE - The Herald/Times’ discovery of a Florida Highway Patrol ticket quota ordered by 
a major high-ranking official has rocked the agency and caused political problems with members of the 
Legislature. 
 
“It’s really, really, really unfortunate,” said Terry Rhodes, executive director of the patrol’s parent 
agency, the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, who issued a memo last Thursday 
emphasizing that ticket quotas are illegal. 
 
Rhodes said she and Col. Gene Spaulding, FHP’s director, will talk about whether to take action against 
Maj. Mark Welch, who issued a July 28 order to troopers in an eight-county region in North Florida to 
write “two citations each hour” in part to justify a 5 percent pay raise from Gov. Rick Scott and the 
Legislature. In an email, Welch said the troopers’ average of 1.3 tickets per hour was not good enough. 
 
“There should be some type of discipline,” said FHP union leader William Smith, president of the patrol’s 
chapter of the Florida PBA. “We will be watching to see what they do.” 
 
Not only do ticket quotas violate Florida law, but ticketed motorists could have a new legal defense if 
they challenge a ticket in court. 
 
The state also is examining practices across the state in which officers are offered rewards for writing 
tickets. Troopers in Miami-Dade get extra weekends off based on “performance,” and Rhodes says that 
practice is wrong and also must end. Miami-Dade troopers cite a memo they say was issued by a captain 
at FHP who praised the work of several officers for the month of July. 
 
Without using the word quota, the memo listed numbers for citations (tickets) and contacts (vehicles 
stopped) and wrote: “Sergeants, please get with these members and schedule their weekend pass.” 
 
“That practice has been stopped,” Rhodes told the Herald/Times. “That would not be something the 
command staff or myself would support.” 
 
Kevin Brown, vice president of the union and an officer in Orlando, said officers across the state have 
long been expected to reach specific numerical targets for citations. “Everybody in the agency has been 
subject to it,” Brown said. “I don’t want our reputation to be that we’re out for a quota system or just to 
punish people. That’s not what we should be about.” Brown, who spent Saturday in an FHP training 
session, said Welch’s email was a much talked-about subject. 
 
Rhodes praised the work of FHP members and expressed concern that Welch’s quota could reflect 
negatively on the agency’s professionalism and on staff morale. FHP has long struggled with high 
turnover because the starting pay for troopers, which is set by state lawmakers, is far below what 
county sheriffs pay deputies. Nearly 1,000 troopers have quit the patrol since 2010. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article167096787.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Poor planning and communication led to havoc after airport shooting, report says 
BYLINE: Amy Sherman and Chabeli Herrera 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article167320392.html 
 
STORY: Officers responding to a mass shooting at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in 
January failed to coordinate and communicate effectively in the aftermath of the incident, causing 
havoc at the airport, according to a new report. 
 
On Tuesday, Broward County released a report by a consultant who examined the response by law 
enforcement, airport and county workers to the Jan. 6 mass shooting that left five people dead and 
stranded about 12,000 people at the airport for several hours. 
 
At a press conference Tuesday afternoon, county officials including airport director Mark Gale defended 
their response to the shooting while also agreeing with recommendations for security improvements 
outlined in the report. 
 
“Some will take weeks, some will take months, some will take longer but we intend to stay vigilant until 
all of these recommendations have been addressed,” he said. 
 
Officers were able to reach and detain Esteban Santiago 85 seconds after the initial shots were fired. But 
90 minutes later, more chaos ensued when reports emerged of shootings in other terminals. Those 
turned out to be false alarms. 
 
The 82-page report by the consultants Ross & Baruzzini is based on more than 60 interviews with first 
responders, airport employees and others who were at the airport the day of the shooting. 
 
It outlines a number of shortcomings that contributed to the hours of uncertainty at the airport. Those 
included limited communication between the Broward Sheriff’s Office and the Broward County Aviation 
Department, confusion about who was in charge and a lack of contingency plans for spontaneous mass 
evacuations and sheltering. The report also pointed to the need for more detailed family-assistance and 
customer-care programs during similar scenarios. 
 
Among the challenges in coordination, the report highlighted the fact that the Broward Sheriff’s Office 
circumvented operational tasks that should have been handled by the aviation department and county 
emergency operations centers, adding to the confusion. 
 
When Sheriff Scott Israel was asked at the press conference if he agreed with that conclusion, he 
replied, “No, I don’t even know what you are talking about … I haven’t seen the report.” Israel said BSO 
received the report Monday at 5 p.m. 
 
After he was shown that particular sentence in the report after the press conference he said “there was 
nothing circumvented.” 
 
The report calls on the county to update the terminal evacuation plan that the report described as 
“lacking.” 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article167320392.html
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County officials said that evacuation plans didn’t account for a sudden mass shooting incident. 
 
“This was not an organized mass evacuation, this was a mass escape,” Israel said. “This was over 10,000 
people running for their lives in haphazard directions at different times.” 
 
Still, Tuesday’s report praised the swift response from first responders, who quickly called law 
enforcement and emergency medical responders to the scene at the Terminal 2 baggage claim area, 
where Santiago opened fire. 
 
“The apprehension of the suspect may have prevented further loss of life and is a testament to the 
professionalism, training and bravery of the officers and other first responders who responded to the 
shooting on that day,” the report said. 
 
The report also commended initial communication and coordination between agencies, including 
Customs and Border Patrol and the Transportation Security Administration; open communication 
between the aviation department and the county; and the aviation department’s handling of the 
recovery of thousands of personal belongings that were left behind at the airport during the chaos. 
 
Airport officials publicly released the report Tuesday afternoon after county commissioners held a 
closed-door meeting, as allowed under state law, to discuss security of county facilities. The same 
consultant will write a separate report about law enforcement staffing at the airport. 
 
In the Broward Sheriff’s Office own draft report about the shooting released in June, the office also 
pointed to its poor communication with the aviation department, along with other mistakes, as a key 
contributor to the disorder following the shooting. Airport officials disputed some conclusions in the 
BSO report. 
 
The SEIU union, which represents 600 wheelchair attendants, security officers, ramp agents, customer 
service representatives and other airport workers at FLL, released its own security recommendations 
last week calling for more training for the airport’s 2,000 contractual workers. 
 
Santiago arrived at FLL at 12:15 Jan. 6 on a Delta Air Lines flight from Anchorage, Alaska, with a 
connection in Minneapolis-St. Paul. He had checked a semi-automatic handgun. 
 
After collecting his handgun from Delta staff, Santiago entered a men’s bathroom and loaded the 
firearm, then opened fire in the baggage claim area. 
 
Santiago is scheduled for trial in January. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Report: FHP officers in Miami-Dade rewarded for writing tickets 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/report-fhp-officers-in-miami-dade-rewarded-for-writing-tickets/ 
 
STORY: MIAMI (WSVN) - Florida Highway Patrol officers in Miami-Dade were rewarded with time off for 
writing tickets, according to a joint report by the Miami Herald and the Times Tallahassee Bureau. 
 
The report revealed that state officials are examining practices in which FHP officers around the state 
are being rewarded for writing tickets. Troopers in Miami-Dade are reported to be granted the choice of 
weekends off based of their performance. 
 
Troopers said a memo issued by a captain at FHP praised the work of several officers and stated, 
“Sergeants, please get with these members and schedule their weekend pass.” 
 
This comes to light after state officials confirmed a high-ranking FHP official told troopers to write two 
tickets per hour to justify a pay raise. 
 
“Just because they wanna reach the limit, they shouldn’t,” said one driver. 
 
“I hate to think that they’re out there just targeting people, but hopefully not,” said driver Bond Oman. 
 
Florida law prohibits law enforcement agencies from establishing traffic citation quotas. 
 
“It’s illegal,” said driver Bryant Grosso, “so I mean, if the police need to be policed, that’s a problem.” 
 
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, FHP’s parent agency, reacted with a 
state-wide warning to command staff. 
 
“It is more important than ever before that FHP be proactive in their efforts, but members should never 
be encouraged to meet specific citation numbers. I am directing you to ensure that no quotas are being 
issued from our troops and that no performance metrics are impacted by a quota,” said Florida DHSMV 
Executive Director Terry Rhodes. 
 
A program in Miami-Dade has been canceled as of late last week. Some troopers have been rewarded 
with not having to work as many weekends because of so-called “high activity,” and ticket-writing was 
included in that measurement. 
 
Florida DHSMV Communications Director Beth Frady spoke to 7News about the program by phone. 
 
“There were no quotas as part of that program. No additional days off were provided. No additional cost 
to tax payers resulted,” said Frady. “It was merely switching their days.” 
 
Frady also said the program was canceled so that they don’t give the wrong impression. 
 
“I break that law, I’m gonna be ticketed,” said Grosso, “so what happens to the people that allow this to 
happen?” 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/report-fhp-officers-in-miami-dade-rewarded-for-writing-tickets/
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An FHP union leader said he is waiting to see what is going to happen in North Florida and if there will 
be a punishment. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Miami-Dade Police hold celebration for promoted officers 
BYLINE: Robbin Simmons 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/miami-dade-police-hold-celebration-for-promoted-officers/ 
 
STORY: MIAMI-DADE, Fla. (WSVN) – Several Miami-Dade police officers were honored as they rose in 
rank while one was honored after he nearly lost his life. 
 
MDPD Director Juan Perez beamed with pride as he congratulated each of the members of his force. 
 
“This event gives me an opportunity to thank those officers for their commitment, moving forward for 
the leadership roles they are going to take in our department and really giving them a sense of the 
importance of what they do every day,” he said. 
 
Before acknowledging the achievements of the promoted officers, Perez gave an impassioned shout-out 
to MDPD Maj. Ricky Carter. 
 
“We stand for what is right. You,” said Perez to Carter, “from now on. I challenge you, and you accepted 
my challenge. You are Miami-Dade Police, you are Miami-Dade County. Thank you, my friend, for being 
here and for coming back to work, for being who you are and inspiring us all.” 
 
Carter lost his legs in a motorcycle accident in May and had just returned to work this past Monday. 
 
“Honestly, I don’t see myself as an inspiration. I just want to come to work and do my job and serve the 
community. If I can inspire others by the story that happened to me and my injuries and how I was able 
to come back, that’s awesome — that’s great,” said Carter. “but my biggest concern is that law 
enforcement, moving forward, has a good foot to stand on and do some amazing things.” 
 
He even served as back up during the promotions ceremony by pinning a new badge on one of the 
officers. 
 
Now the new sergeants, lieutenants, captain and major are all ready to get to work on their new duties 
in their new positions. 
 
“I am humbled by this promotion and by the faith and trust that our director and command staff has 
placed in me,” said Police Maj. Carmen Castro. 
 
“It’s a step up to stand in a leadership position and show everybody what I’m able to do,” said Police Sgt. 
Roberto Mendoza. 
 
A GoFundMe page has been set up to help with Carter’s medical expenses which include prosthetic legs. 
For more information, click here. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/miami-dade-police-hold-celebration-for-promoted-officers/
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Report: Lack of command stymied response to airport shooting 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/report-lack-of-command-stymied-response-to-airport-shooting/ 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — Law enforcement command and communication systems broke 
down following last January’s deadly shooting at a Florida airport, leading to confusion and eventually 
panic as a false report of a second gunman spread among officers, passengers and employees, a report 
released Tuesday says. 
 
The Broward County report, prepared by an outside consulting firm, shows the extent of the chaos that 
reigned at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in the minutes and hours after the Jan. 6 
shooting that left five people dead and six wounded. About 2,600 law enforcement officers from 
throughout South Florida rushed to the airport, but the Broward Sheriff’s Office didn’t take adequate 
control of the response, the 82-page report says. Without a plan or system to deploy them, most 
deputies and officers were stranded outside the airport and their presence overwhelmed the radio and 
cellphone systems. 
 
“Most of the law enforcement personnel who responded lacked clear instructions, objectives and roles,” 
the report says. It also said there was initial confusion about what role the FBI played in the 
investigation — shootings at airports are a federal crime. 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel strongly disputed the report, saying he, airport manager Mark Gale 
and the FBI agent in charge quickly took command of the situation shortly after the shooting. He 
conceded he hadn’t read the report, saying he had received it Monday night. 
 
“It’s just not accurate,” Israel told a press conference Tuesday. “Critics are going to criticize, but I was 
out there.” He admitted there was no plan for staging and deploying that many officers at the airport, 
but said a lot of the confusion and perceived lack of command was caused by the overwhelmed radio 
system. He said staging plans are being improved and a new radio system is being purchased. 
 
“Command was unified, we knew what was going on (but) it wasn’t perfect,” he said. 
 
Authorities say Esteban Santiago, an Iraq war veteran from Anchorage, Alaska, flew to Fort Lauderdale 
with a 9mm handgun in a box he put in checked luggage. 
 
After landing he retrieved the weapon, loaded it in a bathroom and came out firing randomly in a 
crowded baggage claim area until he exhausted his ammunition. He surrendered 85 seconds after the 
first shot was fired. The report praises the initial response and capture of Santiago, who admitted the 
shooting to investigators. 
 
But chaos broke out again 90 minutes after Santiago’s barrage when false reports of a second shooter 
sent people stampeding, injuring 40. The report says that could have been largely avoided if police 
officers had earphones to listen to their radios without civilians overhearing them. 
 
More than 12,000 passengers were at the airport during the shooting. Many of them ran out through 
emergency exits onto the airfield after the false second report. There was also terror caused by 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/report-lack-of-command-stymied-response-to-airport-shooting/
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plainclothes police and deputies, some wearing masks to protect their identities, running through the 
airport with their guns drawn as they responded to the false report. That could have resulted in 
uniformed officers accidentally shooting them. 
 
Overall, Israel, Gale and county officials said they are proud of the response but will implement the 
report’s 132 recommended changes as needed. 
 
“It is clear we have some work to do,” Gale said. “That is not to say we performed poorly that day, not 
by a long shot. But we do recognize that as professionals we need to continually improve our 
performance.” 
 
The FBI says Santiago admitted committing the shootings in recorded interviews with agents. His federal 
trial has been delayed until at least January as prosecutors decide whether to seek the death penalty. 
Santiago, a diagnosed schizophrenic, told FBI agents he acted under government mind control and then 
claimed inspiration by the Islamic State extremist group. No terrorism links have been found. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Lack of command stymied response to Fort Lauderdale airport shooting, report says 
BYLINE: Terry Spencer 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/report-lack-of-command-stymied-
response-to-airport-shooting 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - Law enforcement command and communication systems broke down 
after last January's shooting at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, leading to confusion 
and eventually panic as a false report of a second gunman spread among officers, passengers and 
employees, a report released Tuesday said. 
 
The Broward County report, prepared by an outside consulting firm, shows the extent of the chaos that 
reigned at the airport in the minutes and hours after the Jan. 6 shooting that left five people dead and 
six wounded. 
 
About 2,600 law enforcement officers from throughout South Florida rushed to the airport, but the 
Broward Sheriff's Office didn't take adequate control of the response, the 82-page report said. Without 
a plan or system to deploy them, most deputies and officers were stranded outside the airport and their 
presence overwhelmed the radio and cellphone systems. 
 
"Most of the law enforcement personnel who responded lacked clear instructions, objectives and roles," 
the report said. 
 
It also said there was initial confusion about what role the FBI played in the investigation -- shootings at 
airports are a federal crime. 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel strongly disputed the report, saying he, airport manager Mark Gale 
and the FBI agent in charge quickly took command of the situation shortly after the shooting. He 
conceded he hadn't read the report, saying he had received it Monday night. 
 
"It's just not accurate," Israel said at a news conference Tuesday. "Critics are going to criticize, but I was 
out there." 
 
He admitted there was no plan for staging and deploying that many officers at the airport, but said a lot 
of the confusion and perceived lack of command was caused by the overwhelmed radio system. He said 
staging plans are being improved and a new radio system is being purchased. 
 
"It was clearly unified command," he said. 
 
Authorities said Esteban Santiago, an Iraq war veteran from Anchorage, Alaska, flew to Fort Lauderdale 
with a 9mm handgun in a box he put in checked luggage. After landing he retrieved the weapon, loaded 
it in a bathroom and came out firing randomly in a crowded baggage claim area until he exhausted his 
ammunition. He surrendered 85 seconds after the first shot was fired. 
 
The report praises the initial response and capture of Santiago, who admitted the shooting to 
investigators. 
 

https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/report-lack-of-command-stymied-response-to-airport-shooting
https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/report-lack-of-command-stymied-response-to-airport-shooting
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But chaos broke out again 90 minutes after Santiago's barrage when false reports of a second shooter 
sent people stampeding, injuring 40. The report said that could have been largely avoided if police 
officers had earphones to listen to their radios without civilians overhearing them. 
 
More than 12,000 passengers were at the airport during the shooting. Many of them ran out through 
emergency exits onto the airfield after the false second report. There was also terror caused by 
plainclothes police and deputies, some wearing masks to protect their identities, running through the 
airport with their guns drawn as they responded to the false report. That could have resulted in 
uniformed officers accidentally shooting them. 
 
Overall, Israel, Gale and county officials said they are proud of the response but will implement the 
report's 132 recommended changes as needed. 
 
"It is clear we have some work to do," Gale said. "That is not to say we performed poorly that day, not 
by a long shot. But we do recognize that as professionals we need to continually improve our 
performance." 
 
Stephen Lloyd, recently retired after 40 years with the Federal Aviation Administration, told Local 10 
News that the influx of passengers running on the tarmac and out of the terminals was among the 
biggest problems. 
 
"It's clear to me there was significant lack of understanding of security protocols and procedures by 
some of the folks that were supposed to be providing safety and security at that time," Lloyd said. 
 
The FBI said Santiago admitted committing the shootings in recorded interviews with agents. His federal 
trial has been delayed until at least January as prosecutors decide whether to seek the death penalty. 
Santiago, a diagnosed schizophrenic, told FBI agents he acted under government mind control and then 
claimed inspiration by the Islamic State extremist group. No terrorism links have been found. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Man arrested in ambush, attack of Palm Beach County sheriff's deputy 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/man-arrested-in-ambush-attack-of-palm-beach-county-
sheriffs-deputy  
 
STORY: LAKE WORTH, Fla. - A 27-year-old man accused of ambushing and attacking a Palm Beach 
County Sheriff's Office deputy in an alley has been arrested. 
 
The Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office said in a news release that Gerlo Ulysse was arrested Tuesday on 
a charge of aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer with a deadly weapon. 
 
A deputy was conducting business in an alley behind 1011 Seventh Ave. S. early Sunday when he was 
flagged down by a man deputies later identified as Ulysse. 
 
When the deputy approached the man, the deputy was ambushed and struck on the right side of his 
face with a blunt object determined to be a shank or nail. 
 
The deputy was taken to a hospital, treated and released. 
 
Jail records show that Ulysse also faces a charge of possession of a weapon or ammunition by a 
convicted felon. 
 
He was expected to appear in court Wednesday. 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/man-arrested-in-ambush-attack-of-palm-beach-county-sheriffs-deputy
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