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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward elections supervisor makes changes after being sued 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-election-supervisor-testifies-
20170728-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes may be fighting a federal lawsuit, but she 
testified Tuesday that it has already pushed her to do more to uncover people who should be removed 
from the county’s voting rolls. 
 
Snipes is in court defending her office against accusations brought by the conservative American Civil 
Rights Union that the county has thousands of ineligible voters on its lists. The ACRU, a Virginia-based 
nonprofit, is asking U.S. District Judge Beth Bloom to order the county to take additional steps in purging 
names that don’t belong on the rolls. The ACRU claims the county in recent years has had more voters 
on its rolls than eligible voting-age residents, or at the very least, that it has close to a 100 percent voter 
registration that it says is “improbable.” 
 
The trial in federal court in Miami could set a national precedent for how aggressive election officials 
need to be in removing non-voters from their rolls. The ACRU and other conservative groups have been 
challenging voter roll information in states and counties across the country. 
 
Snipes said she is doing everything the law requires to keep the county’s voting rolls up to date, for the 
most part relying on the state to provide needed information about voters who have died or committed 
felonies, and using change of address information to start clear rolls every two years of people who have 
moved. But testifying on Monday, Snipes said she is taking additional measures suggested by one of 
ACRU’s expert witnesses. 
 
The elections office began receiving jury recusal information this year from the Broward clerk of courts 
about residents who filed forms saying they could not serve on a jury because they were either a non-
citizen or a convicted felon, Snipes said. The elections office can cross-reference that information 
against its voter rolls to see if any are voters that should be removed for the same reasons. 
 
Snipes also testified her office is preparing to apply to be connected to the state’s Driver and Vehicle 
Information Database, known as DAVID, produced by the Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles. It is another tool the office can use for voter residency verification and citizenship 
status. 
 
And Snipes said her office would consider using the Social Security Death Index as a way of tracking 
deaths of voters that occur in other states. 
 
Snipes acknowledged the processes her office have been using aren’t perfect and that some non-citizens 
and felons have voted despite not being eligible — especially right before major elections when groups 
are actively registering new voters. But Snipes said the precautions her office takes are important to 
make sure eligible voters aren’t removed from the lists by mistake. 
 
Burnadette Norris-Weeks, the election office’s attorney, said the changes Snipes is making are “no 
admission of guilt.” Instead, it shows that Snipes is open to changes, she said. Norris-Weeks questioned 
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whether the jury recusal information would be that much of an asset and said it may duplicate reports 
that county is already receiving from the state. 
 
One major reason behind the county’s inflated rolls is the notices and waiting periods the elections 
office has to observe before most ineligible voters can be removed, Snipes and other office workers 
have testified. Voters whose addresses have changed can be put on an inactive list, but they can’t be 
completely removed from the voting rolls until two general elections — which occur every two years — 
have passed. 
 
“Some of them are not eligible to vote and they slip through,” Snipes said. “When it does happen, we try 
to jump on it right away,” she later added. 
 
J. Christian Adam of the Public Interest Legal Foundation, who is representing the ACRU, said that time 
could be shortened if those voters returned signed documents verifying their names should be removed. 
When Adams asked if the elections office sends out mailings that include postcards with people to sign 
and return if they have moved, Snipes said she was unaware of any such mailings. 
 
Adams questioning of Snipes began with a run-through of problems her office had last year alone: Voter 
cards with incorrect addresses mailed out to about 1,700 Davie and Cooper City voters; a printed ballot 
that had the word “no” in Haitian Creole where it should have read “wi” [yes]; and ballots mailed out 
that were missing the constitutional amendment on medical marijuana. 
 
The trial, which has gone on for four days, is expected to wrap up on Wednesday. It’s uncertain when 
Bloom will rule. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Palm Beach County sheriff's deputy faces federal prison for using his job to steal identities 
BYLINE: Paula McMahon 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-reg-frantz-felisma-pbso-deputy-sentenced-
20170731-story.html 
 
STORY: Palm Beach County sheriff’s deputy who portrayed himself as a Robin Hood figure when he 
pleaded guilty to identity theft and fraud earlier this year is facing federal prison when he is sentenced 
today. 
 
Frantz Felisma, 43, admitted he used his law enforcement job and his work computer to steal dozens of 
drivers’ identities, which he gave to a convicted felon and fraudster. 
 
Felisma, a popular community volunteer and coach who won Deputy of the Year for the Delray Beach 
region just days before he was arrested, claimed he planned to use any money he made from the crimes 
on local young people. He said he hoped to prevent crime by paying to send high school students to 
college and to get them soccer training. 
 
He has been locked up in the Palm Beach County jail since he was arrested on federal charges on Dec. 
21. He was placed on unpaid administrative leave on Jan. 6, but the process of firing him has not yet 
been completed, according to the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Felisma, of Boynton Beach, initially pleaded guilty to the fraud and identity theft charges in March but 
later withdrew his plea and said he was not guilty. He changed his mind in June and pleaded guilty again. 
 
Sentencing guidelines tailored to the details of his case recommend a punishment of more than five 
years in prison but U.S. District Judge Donald Middlebrooks could impose a longer or shorter penalty. 
 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Lauren Jorgensen said Felisma collaborated with a convicted felon he knew was 
using the information to fraudulently open credit card and bank accounts. 
 
Kesner Joaseus, 47, pleaded guilty to his role and is serving 11 years in federal prison for that and a 
housing fraud conviction. Joaseus had agreed to testify against Felisma if he went to trial. 
 
Investigators said Joaseus offered the deputy money to steal at least 50 identities, which were used to 
commit more than $150,000 worth of fraud. 
 
Between January 2013 and September 2014, Joaseus targeted people he saw driving expensive cars by 
writing down their license plate numbers on pieces of paper that he gave to Felisma. The deputy then 
logged on to law enforcement databases, looked up the people’s personal information, wrote it down 
on the corresponding piece of paper and gave it back to Joaseus, according to court records. 
 
Felisma admitted he drove his marked patrol car to their meetings and sometimes ran the tags on his 
laptop computer inside the vehicle while Joaseus waited. The men exchanged more than 200 text 
messages during the course of their crimes, authorities said. 
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Several family members and supporters wrote to the judge urging him to be lenient with Felisma and 
give him a second chance. They wrote that Felisma, a former goalkeeper for the Haitian national soccer 
team, was a kind and generous man who volunteered his time to coach local youth and often gave 
money to people in need in Palm Beach County and Haiti. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: PBSO deputy alleges mistreatment of police dogs in lawsuit 
BYLINE: Skyler Swisher 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/fl-pn-sheriff-k9-lawsuit-20170731-story.html 
 
STORY: A Palm Beach County Sheriff’s deputy has filed a whistleblower lawsuit accusing his superiors of 
demoting him after he questioned how dogs in the agency’s K-9 unit were being treated. 
 
Justin Rigney, a 10-year veteran of the Sheriff’s Office and K-9 handler for seven years, alleges in the 
lawsuit filed this month in Palm Beach County Circuit Court that the dogs were malnourished and kept in 
an “emaciated state.” 
 
The Sheriff’s Office conducted an internal review and determined insufficient evidence existed to verify 
the allegations, and no further investigation was needed, according to a memo written by Capt. John L. 
Prieschl on July 17. 
 
Rigney is also at the center of a wrongful death lawsuit filed against him and the department earlier this 
month, alleging he used excessive force when he shot Ricky Whidden, a 46-year-old with schizophrenia, 
on Dec. 31 in Loxahatchee. 
 
Deputy shooting draws new scrutiny after lawyer obtains video of encounter 
In a statement, agency spokeswoman Teri Barbera called the deputy’s allegations of animal neglect 
“totally false” and said Sheriff Ric Bradshaw has a reputation in the community of being an animal lover. 
 
“The sheriff would never allow the mistreatment of any of his K-9 unit dogs and has ensured they are in 
the best of health,” Barbera said. 
 
Rigney took his concerns to his superiors and was placed on administrative leave with pay from May 22 
until June 7 during the internal review, according to the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
In a letter to Prieschl, Rigney said he and his wife Alison, a dog trainer and retired Hollywood police 
officer who investigated animal abuse cases during her career, observed mistreatment and neglect in 
the patrol dog academy. 
 
“Based on our training, knowledge and experience, the gross negligence these animals were exposed to 
met the elements of cruelty to animals,” Rigney wrote in his letter. 
 
The ribs of one of the dogs in the training academy, Xyrus, are visible in a photo included in the Sheriff 
Office’s internal review file. 
 
Alison Rigney said she was appalled by the dog’s condition, and she thinks her husband was retaliated 
against for bringing attention to mistreatment of dogs in training. He’s now facing charges of 
insubordination, she said. 
 
“You don’t even have to be an expert to know these dogs are too thin,” Alison Rigney said. 
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Three veterinarians assessed five dogs in the training academy, including Xyrus, and deemed them to be 
healthy, according to the department’s internal review. 
 
Michele Tucker, a veterinarian with Palm Beach Veterinary Specialists, wrote that “all dogs were bright 
and healthy.” T.R. Stechschulte, a veterinarian with Forest Hill Animal Hospital, wrote that while the 
dogs were “not an ideal weight,” their present body condition would be expected for immature dogs 
undergoing a rigorous training schedule. Once the training is completed and the dogs mature, they will 
reach their ideal weight, he wrote. 
 
When Rigney returned to duty, he was transferred from the K-9 unit to road patrol, Barbera said. In the 
lawsuit, Rigney alleged he was demoted as retaliation for raising concerns about the K-9 unit and will 
lose $20,000 in pay annually. 
 
Barbera would not say specifically why Rigney was reassigned, only that the assignment of personnel is a 
“management decision.” 
 
Rigney is facing questions about his use of force. A lawsuit in federal court accused him of shooting 
Whidden multiple times and then releasing his service dog to bite the man’s face as he was motionless 
on the ground. 
 
Stuart Kaplan, an attorney representing Whidden’s family, said surveillance footage shows Whidden was 
running away and was shot in the back. 
 
Sheriff’s officials give a different account. They said Whidden did not listen to deputy commands and 
lunged at a deputy with a knife. 
 
The incident is under review by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the Palm Beach County 
State Attorney’s Office. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood to install stop bleeding kits across city 
BYLINE: Adam Sacasa 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-hollywood-traumatic-injuries-
20170731-story.html 
 
STORY: Whether it’s a gash as you’re installing hurricane shutters or cuts from a shattered window, it 
takes only three to five minutes for a heavily bleeding wound to kill you, says Candace Pineda, Trauma 
Program Manager at Memorial Regional Hospital. 
 
It’s during those crucial minutes that Hollywood city officials want people to not just call 911 and wait 
but to take action to save a life. 
 
Ninety bleeding control kits will be installed across the city in the next several weeks. 
 
The kits, paid for with federal grant money, will be installed next to already existing defibrillator kits in 
city facilities, community centers and parks. 
 
It will contain instructions, a tourniquet, gauze, gloves, scissors and other items. 
 
The kits are part of a national campaign, Stop the Bleed, started by the Department of Homeland 
Security in 2015 to help improve survival rates after mass casualty events like the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando and the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport shooting. 
 
With more than 500,000 people injured every year and dying from those injuries, Pineda said most of 
those deaths could have been prevented. 
 
Chris Del Campo, Division Chief of EMS for Hollywood Fire Rescue, said a lot of the initiatives in the 
campaign started locally. 
 
“Loss of blood is one of the main reasons people die from traumatic events,” Del Campo said. “If you can 
get a tourniquet on somebody and stop the bleed, you save their life.” 
 
Firefighters are helping with training and delivery of the kits, he said. 
 
The town of Davie helped start this process and has a similar existing program. Hollywood is hoping to 
work with other nearby cities to expand the program, Pineda said. 
 
Anyone interested in getting trained to use the kits can email traumaeducation@mhs.net. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Brenda Snipes defends office in federal court amid lawsuit 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/florida/broward/brenda-snipes-defends-office-in-federal-court-
amid-lawsuit 
 
STORY: MIAMI - Broward County supervisor of elections Brenda Snipes appeared in federal court 
Monday in Miami to face allegations that her office isn't doing enough to purge ineligible voters. 
 
Snipes defended herself against a lawsuit filed on behalf of Broward County voter Andrea Bellitto and 
the American Civil Rights Union, a Virginia-based nonprofit that "promotes election integrity, 
compliance with federal election laws, government transparency and constitutional government." 
 
"Sure, you're going to have mistakes," Snipes said. "The worst thing in the world would be if you don't 
take immediate action to correct it." 
 
The lawsuit seeks a declaratory judgment and injunctive relief requiring Snipes "to conduct and execute 
reasonable voter list maintenance programs to ensure that only registered eligible voters are registered 
to vote" in Broward County. 
 
According to the lawsuit, Snipes "has been given reliable information regarding registered voters who 
have either died or no longer reside at the address listed in their registration and has taken no action to 
remove them" as required by Florida law. 
 
The lawsuit claims that at one point, there were more people on the rolls than were even possible in the 
population.  
 
Snipes "is responsible for allowing this circumstance to occur and persist," the lawsuit alleges. 
 
"There are inactive voters by law that have to stay on for a certain period time until those people are 
allowed to be removed, and it's a statutory requirement," Snipes' attorney, Burnadette Norris-Weeks, 
told Local 10 News. "So anyone who would make a claim like that really doesn't understand the Florida 
law and what's required for list maintenance efforts." 
 
The lawsuit claims that Bellitto, who is a member of the American Civil Rights Union, is harmed by 
Snipes' failure to remove ineligible voters from the county's voter list, placing Bellitto's vote "at risk of 
dilution by the casting of a ballot by an ineligible registrant." 
 
Democrats In Broward County, Florida's most Democratic county, have called the lawsuit and President 
Donald Trump's commission an effort to suppress the vote. 
 
Snipes detailed her office's voter purge process on the stand. 
 
"There are no perfect elections," Norris-Weeks said. "You're dealing with a ton of paper in Florida, and 
(there is) just no way to have a 100 percent, no-mistake effort by any supervisor at any point in time in 
this state." 
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