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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Davie cop asks judge to toss evidence in extortion case 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-davie-cop-extortion-suppression-20170705-
story.html 
 
STORY: A former Davie cop of the year accused of threatening to release nude pictures and videos of his 
ex-girlfriend asked a Broward judge on Wednesday to block any jury from ever seeing what was on his 
cellphone. 
 
James Krey, 40, was arrested in 2015 after his ex-girlfriend, who is also a Davie officer, complained to 
internal affairs investigators that he was sending text messages telling her to leave Davie and promising 
he would “hold back at nothing to get even.” 
 
Krey and his ex-girlfriend had dated for 18 months before breaking up in late February 2015. 
 
On March 9, 2015, Krey allegedly told his ex-girlfriend he would send compromising pictures in a group 
text, and include her on it, if she did not agree to meet with him during her shift, according to arrest 
records. 
 
One of the text messages the ex-girlfriend received contained video of the couple being intimate, 
according to an arrest warrant. 
 
Police brought Krey into the Davie Police Department on March 11, 2015 under the pretense that he 
was needed to process a DUI suspect. In reality, the Coral Springs Police Department was conducting a 
criminal investigation while Davie conducted an administrative review. Coral Springs had jurisdiction 
over the criminal case because the ex-girlfriend lived there. 
 
After investigators told Krey he was being arrested, an internal affairs investigator took Krey’s badge and 
gun. Krey declined to speak to Coral Springs investigators. 
 
But when a Davie supervisor asked Krey for the passcode to his iPhone, he said it was so his department 
could use it to access a phone number for Krey’s lawyer, according to court documents. 
 
Investigators were later able to use the passcode to review Krey’s text message history. 
 
Krey is charged with two counts of extortion and is expected to go to trial before the end of the year. He 
has pleaded not guilty, saying he never sent incriminating pictures or videos to anyone other than the 
ex-girlfriend and never threatened to send them to anyone else. 
 
Judge Bailey declined to suppress the disputed evidence Wednesday, largely because police did not 
actually search the contents of Krey’s phone until after they had obtained a warrant. 
 
The information on the phone is crucial to the prosecution. But jurors would still be able to see that the 
woman received the text messages from her own phone, defense lawyer Jeremy Kroll conceded. 
 
Krey did not speak during the hearing. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-davie-cop-extortion-suppression-20170705-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-davie-cop-extortion-suppression-20170705-story.html
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Kroll and prosecutor Chris Killoran told Judge Bailey that they were prepared to bring the case in front of 
a jury in November. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Police arrest ex-Margate employee accused of kickback scheme 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-kim-liakos-arrested-20170705-
story.html 
 
STORY: Police say they have arrested a former city of Margate employee accused of theft and bribery 
charges in a kickback scheme. 
 
Kim Liakos, 58, of Coral Springs, was taken into custody in Fort Lauderdale on Wednesday, a week after 
a judge signed a warrant for her arrest, authorities said. 
 
A London Rundown Villa is Reborn 
 
She is being held on preliminary bonds totaling $165,000, records show. 
 
Liakos was at an undisclosed hospital, but police tracked her down. “They got her from the hospital,” 
said Liakos’ lawyer, Michael Weinstein. “We tried to arrange a surrender and the city of Margate 
wouldn’t have it. 
 
“Ideally, she would have finished her hospital stay and we would have driven her to the jail instead of 
them searching every hospital and then arresting her,” he said. “We were never running.” 
 
He said Liakos will appear in magistrate court Thursday, where she’ll plead not guilty. 
 
Liakos is accused of arranging to get more than $33,000 in kickbacks, as well as repairs at her house, in 
exchange for giving builders contracts on city projects at inflated prices, police said. 
 
Liakos, who served as Margate’s grant manager, is facing 11 counts including bribery, bid tampering, 
unlawful compensation and grand theft. 
 
Police allege she is behind the city’s loss of nearly $1 million from state and federal grants intended to 
help low-income people buy and fix up homes. They allege she gave insider information to contractors 
to give them the edge to get the contracts, and then permitted them to overbill in exchange for cash 
and home repairs. 
 
The 22-month police investigation involved a forensic accountant. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-kim-liakos-arrested-20170705-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-kim-liakos-arrested-20170705-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward takes lead in challenging state law that benefits charter schools 
BYLINE: Caitlin R. McGlade 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-broward-sues-florida-department-of-education-
20170705-story.html 
 
STORY: The Broward County School Board voted Wednesday to sue the state over a new law that 
requires public school districts to share property tax revenue with charter schools and relinquishes their 
authority to approve charter applications. 
 
Broward was the first to take action, but other districts are holding similar meetings within the next two 
weeks, said legal counsel Barbara Myrick. Miami-Dade, Orange and Pinellas counties are among the 
others that may collaborate in the case. 
 
The school board agreed to spend $25,000 to begin working towards a lawsuit that will argue several 
components of the law are unconstitutional. 
 
The law restricts the district’s right to “operate, control and supervise” all schools. And its property-tax 
sharing measure violates the state constitution because charters are not permitted to collect property 
taxes, according to the district. 
 
The law, signed by Gov. Rick Scott June 15, enacts measures ranging from recess requirements to 
additional funding for scholarships for children with disabilities. But it also steers millions of dollars to 
charter school operators, both by making districts share property tax revenue and setting up a fund for a 
program called “Schools of Hope.” 
 
Under the law, charter operators will be able to tap into a $140 million fund to open in areas where 
elementary and middle schools have been rated D or F for at least three years in a row. 
 
Those charters wouldn’t have to adhere to the same rules that district schools do, including class size 
and teacher certification rules. 
 
Board member Donna Korn said the law should allow district schools the same flexibility as charters. 
 
“Charter schools have added value in our community. The reality is they’ve pushed the envelope. The 
concern is how blindly this is being done by legislators,” she said. 
 
Board member Rosalind Osgood referred to the law as “strong-arm robbery.” 
 
The district would lose at least $100 million in capital funds over the next five years and possibly owe 
tens of millions more in debt service because bond ratings are likely to get downgraded, staff said. 
 
Board members said it was time to stand up to a state legislature that has failed to provide adequate 
support to public schools. 
 
Superintendent Robert Runcie has long pointed out that funding per student in Florida lags thousands of 
dollars behind the national average. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-broward-sues-florida-department-of-education-20170705-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-broward-sues-florida-department-of-education-20170705-story.html
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“What the situation is in Tallahassee isn’t about our children, it isn’t about the voters. It’s about the 
money,” said Board member Ann Murray. “This is the opportunity for us to start chiseling away at state 
legislators who don’t put the voter and the children in this state first.” 
 
Proponents have hailed the law’s focus on school choice as a gift for parents to make the best decisions 
for their children. 
 
House Speaker Richard Corcoran said the program would help students who have been left to “languish 
in chronically under-performing schools.” 
 
He and other House leaders said those campaigning against the bill are interested in preserving the 
status quo, not providing reforms that will help students, respond to parents’ concerns and offer good 
teachers extra money. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Broward County school board sues FDE over education bill 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-county-school-board-sues-fde-over-education-bill/ 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (WSVN) - The Broward County school board is suing the State of Florida 
over a new education bill that they say is a weapon against traditional public schools. 
 
The school board announced Wednesday that it is now taking action after that bill was signed into law in 
June by Gov. Rick Scott. 
 
“When a robber goes in to do a strong arm robbery, they normally have a weapon,” said school board 
member Dr. Rosalind Osgood, “so I see this policy as a weapon that’s being used to take away from 
public education.” 
 
The law redirects more than 400 million state dollars to charter schools. 
 
Back in May, 7News reported on Mater Academy, a charter school in Hialeah Gardens, for directing their 
students to write letters in support of the bill and in return, they would receive extra credit. 
 
Related: Charter school assigns supporting education bill as extra credit 
 
The new law also will gives charter schools access to funds raised with property taxes, which is 
something school board members said will cost them more than $100 million in the first five years in 
Broward County. 
 
“I believe we strongly have to stand up to fight against public dollars going to private hands,” said board 
member Laurie Rich Levinson. 
 
They unanimously voted in a meeting Wednesday to sue the Florida Department of Education. Board 
members said the new law in unconstitutional. 
 
“We know what the situation in Tallahassee is,” said school board member Ann Murray. “It isn’t about 
our children, it isn’t about the voters, it’s about the money.” 
 
As of Wednesday, Broward County Schools is the only district that has filed a lawsuit and board 
members hope other districts will follow, including Miami-Dade, whose members have said they are 
weighing their options. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-county-school-board-sues-fde-over-education-bill/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Former Margate employee arrested after misappropriating funds, police say 
BYLINE: Paradise Afshar 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-employee-arrested-after-
misappropriating-funds-police-say 
 
STORY: MARGATE, Fla. - A former Margate employee was arrested Wednesday on charges that include 
organized scheme to defraud, bribery and bid tampering, police said. 
 
Kim Liakos worked as a grants program manager for the city from May 2011 until September 2015. 
 
In August 2015, Margate police and the Broward County state attorney's office started a 22-month 
investigation into the misappropriation of funds within the city's block grant housing rehabilitation 
program, police said. 
 
The investigation revealed that Liakos received kickbacks of grant funds that are both federally and state 
funded, police said. The project overages in excess of $900,000 by way of overpayments and 
misallocation of grant funds were discovered during the course of the investigation. 
 
An arrest warrant for Liakos was obtained June 28, and police in Fort Lauderdale were able to take her 
into custody Wednesday without incident. 
  

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-employee-arrested-after-misappropriating-funds-police-say
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-employee-arrested-after-misappropriating-funds-police-say
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: PBSO captain arrested on DUI charge after crash 
BYLINE: Paradise Afshar 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/pbso-captain-arrested-on-dui-charge-after-crash 
 
STORY: ROYAL PALM BEACH, Fla. - A captain for the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office was arrested 
Saturday on a charge of driving under the influence after a crash that injured a motorcyclist. 
 
Capt. David Smith was driving a Ford Mustang when he crashed into a motorcyclist off Southern 
Boulevard and Cypress Head Avenue in Royal Palm Beach, deputies said. 
 
An-off duty deputy witnessed the crash and said the motorcycle went airborne from the impact, a 
probable cause affidavit said. 
 
When asked if he had been drinking or taken any drugs, Smith told a deputy he had about six Bud Lights 
during the night, the affidavit said. 
 
Smith also said that he usually takes two Xanax pills and an Ambien pill before bed and that he'd taken 
his Xanax earlier in the day, but had not taken the Ambien yet, according to the affidavit. 
 
The captain had a hard time maintaining his balance while standing in a stationary position during a 
field-sobriety test, the affidavit said. He failed a finger-to-nose test, couldn't recite the alphabet in a 
non-rhythmic manner and, when asked to stand on one leg, he stated that he could not do it. 
 
His breath alcohol test results were .196 and .202, the report said.  
 
Smith's eye were red, bloodshot and glossy, and he also smelled of alcohol, deputies said. 
 
The motorcyclist was airlifted to St. Mary's Medical Center after he was taken by Palm Beach County Fire 
Rescue to Palms West Hospital. 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/pbso-captain-arrested-on-dui-charge-after-crash

