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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood keeps same tax rate for seventh year 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-budget-hollywood-forecast-
20170728-story.html 
 
STORY: Homeowners in Hollywood will be paying the same tax rate and fire fee under a $256.5 million 
budget proposed for the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. 
 
But the tax bill will likely be higher because of a 9 percent increase in property values, Hollywood 
officials say. 
 
Homeowners would pay $773 for every $100,000 in taxable value for the seventh straight year. 
 
The rise in property values has helped offset the rising cost of pensions, salaries and health insurance at 
City Hall, Mayor Josh Levy said. 
 
“The property values increasing was the main driver for not having to deal with a large gap in the 
budget,” he said. 
 
Earlier this year, Hollywood was anticipating a $10.5 million budget deficit. That gap has since shrunk to 
$2.4 million, city officials say. 
 
Pensions for police and general employees may cost up to $1 million more than projected, potentially 
hiking the gap to $3.5 million. 
 
In recent years, residents have urged Hollywood to lower the city’s tax rate, one of the highest in 
Broward County. But that’s not likely this year. 
 
“I don’t believe shrinking the tax rate would be wise,” Levy said. “I’d love to lower it, but I don’t think 
we’re there.” 
 
Next year’s budget calls for 23 frozen positions to be filled, including nine sworn police officers, six 
firefighters and two code officers. 
 
Hollywood Commissioner Dick Blattner says he feels confident about next year’s budget, but has 
concerns about the following year. 
 
In 2018, voters will face a ballot question placed by the state Legislature that would exempt another 
$25,000 in home value from taxation for permanent residences with a homestead exemption. 
 
That would create a $4 million deficit in Hollywood’s budget, Blattner said. 
 
The city portion of the tax bill is about one-fourth of the total. The county, hospital district, school board 
and other government entities make up the rest. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-budget-hollywood-forecast-20170728-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-sb-budget-hollywood-forecast-20170728-story.html
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Hollywood commissioners will give final approval to the budget during hearings Sept. 13 and 27. Both 
meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Sunrise police use drug money to host pop-up community barbecues 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/sunrise/fl-sb-pop-up-barbecue-sunrise-police-
20170728-story.html 
 
STORY: Police in Sunrise are grilling more than suspects — they’re putting burgers and hot dogs to the 
fire and giving them out free to residents throughout the city. 
 
The pop-up barbecues, paid for with money from drug stings, are a different way to serve the public. 
And they’re paying off in better community relations, police say. 
 
“We’re not responding to a problem — we’re trying to get better,” Police Chief John Brooks said. “And 
even though I think we have a really good relationship with the community, you can always get better.” 
 
Sunrise uses social media to tell people when and where they’re holding the pop-up party. 
 
“It’s amazing to see young kids come up with their mom or dad,” said Major Robert Voss, who runs the 
program. “At first they’re hesitant. And by the end, they’re giving us a hug goodbye. 
 
The police department spends about $500 on burgers and hot dogs for each pop-up barbecue, buying 
them in bulk from Sam’s Club. Cops play cook at least once a month on two supersized grills set up on 
the sidewalk. 
 
Sunrise police hosted their first pop-up barbecue a year ago in a predominantly black neighborhood and 
found a surprise hit on their hands, Voss said. The event, which moves to different neighborhoods every 
month, creates quite a buzz. 
 
“We go through 700 to 800 meals in just two hours,” Voss said. “We’ll fire off a tweet an hour before to 
let people know, and they’ll show up and call up their friends.” 
 
Mourice “Mo” Hylton, 33, says he’s become a pop-up barbecue regular after ending up at the first one 
by chance. 
 
“Police were grilling and serving hot dogs and shaking hands and kissing babies,” he said. “They were 
socializing and having fun with people, not arresting them.” 
 
Like Sunrise, Fort Lauderdale police officers held their first pop-up barbecue a year ago. Their next one is 
set for Aug. 4 at BJs Wholesale Club, 5100 NW Ninth Ave. 
 
“The patrol officers in our operation division got together and did it one weekend,” Fort Lauderdale 
Detective Tracy Figone said. “The goal was to interact with the community.” 
 
Most agencies don’t host pop-up barbecues, but they can help break down barriers between cops and 
the communities they serve, Voss says. 
 
So far, they seem to be working. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/sunrise/fl-sb-pop-up-barbecue-sunrise-police-20170728-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/sunrise/fl-sb-pop-up-barbecue-sunrise-police-20170728-story.html
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One man stopped in for a burger and ended up giving police a tip that might help solve a violent crime, 
Voss said. 
 
“A homeowner was beaten and robbed during a home invasion,” Voss said. “He said he knew who we 
should be looking at. We had nothing to go on. He gave us a name and we gave it to the detective.” 
 
Sunrise police plan to host another pop-up barbecue in late August or early September. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Party in Pembroke Pines salutes Honor Flight volunteers 
BYLINE: Brooke Baitinger 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pembroke-pines/fl-sb-honor-flight-party-20170729-
story.html 
 
STORY: It was high time Saturday to honor the Honor Flight volunteers. 
 
So Pembroke Pines threw a party for the World War II Honor Florida Flight Program, which flies veterans 
to Washington D.C. for a day to see the National World War II Memorial. 
 
The bash was held at the City of Pembroke Pines Carl Shechter Southwest Focal Point Community Center 
at 301 NW 103rd Avenue from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Volunteers enjoyed an indoor picnic with burgers, hot 
dogs, desserts, music, dancing and shooting pool. 
 
Volunteers often see each other at meetings, but rarely get to sit down and socialize, said city 
spokeswoman Valerie Moran. 
 
“It was really a wonderful day for us and the people that were here enjoyed it very much,” said 
Pembroke Pines Commissioner Carl Shechter, 89. “World War II veterans are rapidly disappearing, but as 
long as they’re here, we will be too.” 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pembroke-pines/fl-sb-honor-flight-party-20170729-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pembroke-pines/fl-sb-honor-flight-party-20170729-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Divorce Shocker! Broward Clerk Brenda Forman Wants Cut of Husband’s $800K And $10K 
Monthly Pension 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/divorce-shocker-broward-clerk-brenda-forman-wants-cut-of-
husbands-800k-plus-10k-monthly-pension/ 
 
STORY: When Clerk of the Courts Howard Forman retired at the end of last year, he expected a life of 
leisure after more than 40 years in public office. 
 
It didn’t work out that way. 
 
Instead of a comfortable and quiet retirement, Howard Forman has been embroiled for months in a 
divorce with his wife, the current Clerk Brenda Forman. 
 
The fight is over money. A lot of money. 
 
The tawdry spectacle is a tragic codicil to Forman’s long, unsullied life as a public official. 
 
Brenda Forman appears to be dragging out the case, according to several courthouse sources. 
 
“Its delay, delay, delay…I’m alleging that Brenda Forman is purposely trying to delay the process,” says 
lawyer James Stark, who represents Howard Forman. 
 
Among the delaying tactics Brenda Forman has allegedly used is switching lawyers just prior to a court-
ordered mediation. 
 
Stark has asked a court to sanction Brenda Forman. 
 
Brenda Forman’s alleged motive for the delays is that she wants to hinder the case and bleed money 
from Howard Forman. Hurt her husband long enough and he will agree to her terms, according to the 
belief of several courthouse sources. 
 
She is said to have her eyes on a piece of Howard Forman’s roughly $800,000 windfall from the state’s 
Deferred Retirement Option Program (DROP). Under DROP, eligible state employees freeze their 
pension and in its place put their accumulating benefits into a lump sum account that is paid upon 
retirement. 
 
DROP is not all Brenda Forman wants, says sources. 
 
She also would like some of her husband’s roughly $9,800-a-month pension plus part of any Social 
Security he receives. 
 
That’s benefits accumulated over a lifetime paid to a woman who was married to him less than five 
years! 
 
Brenda Forman even attempted to get Howard Forman declared mentally incompetent. 

http://www.browardbeat.com/divorce-shocker-broward-clerk-brenda-forman-wants-cut-of-husbands-800k-plus-10k-monthly-pension/
http://www.browardbeat.com/divorce-shocker-broward-clerk-brenda-forman-wants-cut-of-husbands-800k-plus-10k-monthly-pension/
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Stark says the incompetence allegations are not true: 
 
“When he first (removed) himself from the house with Brenda, he had some issues. I believe it was just 
part of what was going on in the house. He is fine now.” 
 
Courthouse rumors allege that Brenda Forman was abusing her husband before he moved out of their 
joint house, which he paid for. 
 
What is Stark saying in the statement above and what isn’t he saying? 
 
The lawyer would go no further than the statement above. You figure it out. 
 
Brenda Forman, 59, had a history of financial problems when she married Howard Forman, 71, more 
than four years ago. She appears in numerous court documents including a foreclosure using different 
names than she uses today. 
 
Under one of those names – Brenda Dixon-Jenkins – she filed for bankruptcy in March, 2012 claiming 
her income at the time was $17,392 annually. She had $45,528 in debts. 
 
Howard Forman has been part of Broward’s political scene since he was first elected to the Hallandale 
City Commission in 1973. He was one of the first politicians elected by mostly Jewish and Italian retirees 
filling newly-built condominiums at the time, a trend that turned the county Democratic. 
 
Elected as a Broward County commissioner from 1976-1988, he became an acolyte of the outspoken 
environmentalist Commissioner Anne Kolb. 
 
He was a state Senator 1988- 2000, and then was elected clerk, retiring at the end of 2016. 
 
Forman’s career was propelled by his wife Susan (Schwartzman) Forman, a thoughtful political operator 
beloved by many who died in 2011. 
 
Shortly after Susan Forman’s death, Howard Forman became smitten with Brenda Forman, a low-level 
employee in his clerk’s office. Their marriage over four years ago shocked the Broward political world. 
 
Howard Forman’s many contacts and his amiable presence opened doors for his wife Brenda Forman 
during her campaign and surprise victory in 2012. Their marriage lasted less than five months after that 
victory. 
 
The divorce case continues. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Sunrise police fund free BBQs with recovered drug money 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/sunrise-police-fund-free-bbqs-with-recovered-drug-money/ 
 
STORY: SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — A South Florida police department is using money recovered in drug stings 
in a savory way: they’re hosting free public barbecues. 
 
The South Florida Sun-Sentinel reports that police in Sunrise are hosting the “pop-up” barbecues as a 
way to improve community relations. 
 
The department posts the location and time of a barbecue on its social media accounts. 
 
Sunrise Mayor Robert Voss told the newspaper that young children are at first hesitant with the officers, 
but by the end of the barbecue they’re hugging them and saying goodbye. 
 
Police have been hosting the barbecues once-a-month for about a year. 
 
Mourice “Mo” Hylton says he attended his first one by chance, and that it’s nice to see officers 
socializing and having fun instead of arresting people. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/sunrise-police-fund-free-bbqs-with-recovered-drug-money/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport shooting victim files legal action 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/-fort-lauderdale-hollywood-
international-airport-shooting-victim-files-legal-action 
 
STORY: BROWARD, Fla. - Timothy and Olga Woltering had just arrived in town for a cruise to celebrate 
his 90th birthday when Esteban Santiago started shooting at the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport. 
 
Olga, who was 84, was killed along with four others. Her husband witnessed the attack and was with her 
body for hours during the chaos that followed the shooting, said the family’s attorney, David DiPietro. 
 
DiPietro this week filed legal action in the case on behalf of the family, asking a judge to allow the 
husband's deposition in leiu of a planned lawsuit aimed at Delta Airlines as well as other defendants 
including the Broward Sheriff's Office and the Broward County Commission. 
 
"His gun should have never been in that airport," said DiPietro. 
 
The attorney alleges that Delta and other airlines routinely violate state law by returning passengers' 
firearms in the terminals rather than in cargo areas.   
 
"There’s no law that allows delta to turn over a firearm when a passenger has arrived," said DiPietro. 
"We believe he was required to pick up the firearm in the cargo area not in the terminal." 
 
He said the airline allowed Santiago to fly with bullets in a magazine rather than in a separate box as 
required by the TSA and failed to properly safeguard the weapon, noting that now the airline places a 
zip tie around gun cases before returning the weapons and has off-duty BSO deputies on special detail 
escort gun owners out of the airport.   
 
"Is this a little bit of hindsight is 20 20?" Local 10 investigative reporter Bob Norman asked DiPietro. 
 
"No, because we’ve learned after 911 that terrorism is a foreseeable risk," he answered. "Just because 
everybody’s doing it doesn’t mean everybody’s right." 
 
During the law firm’s investigation it learned that Santiago was unruly during a flight on his way to Fort 
Lauderdale from Alaska, said DiPietro, providing another reason the gun should not have been returned 
to him in the airport. Delta had no comment on the legal action and DiPietro said he expects to file the 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. 

https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/-fort-lauderdale-hollywood-international-airport-shooting-victim-files-legal-action
https://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/-fort-lauderdale-hollywood-international-airport-shooting-victim-files-legal-action

