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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Margate commissioners drop car allowances — in exchange for salary bumps 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-margate-higher-salaries-20170711-
story.html 
 
STORY: Pressure had mounted for Margate city commissioners to drop a car allowance that residents 
criticized as a “back-door pay raise.” 
 
So commissioners this week agreed to drop the controversial $400 car allowance — and replace it with a 
12 percent pay raise. 
 
Commissioners’ salary bump in total will cost city taxpayers an extra $17,683 annually. But that’s about 
$6,300 less than the car allowances would have cost taxpayers a year. 
 
There had been an outcry earlier this year when three of the commissioners agreed by consensus to 
start collecting the car allowances while refusing to vote on it at a public meeting. 
 
In addressing the new raises, Vice Mayor Arlene Schwartz said the commission hasn’t had a raise since 
2009. The pay had been at a rate of $29,164 for commissioners, $29,580 for the vice mayor, and 
$30,275 a year for the mayor. 
 
The new salaries will bring the mayor to $33,908, the vice mayor to $33,130 and commissioners to 
$32,664. 
 
Mayor Tommy Ruzzano noted how the pay raises are less expensive to the city than the car allowances. 
 
Still, Commissioner Joanne Simone complained that some commissioners are making more than $72,000 
a year with benefits, which include a phone allowance, life insurance and about $21,000 in health 
insurance, and the car allowance. 
 
Margate to seek legal opinion on commissioners' car allowances 
“That is to me, I won’t say what it is. I think it is wrong that that kind of money is being given out to 
commissioners,” she said. “On my full-time salary as a teacher after 35 years I wasn’t even making that.” 
 
The raise “seems fair and equitable to me,” Schwartz said. 
 
She said the three officials on the commission, including herself, who got car allowances will pay it back 
from their paychecks. 
 
Commissioner Lesa “Le” Peerman voted against the pay raise. 
 
“I think $29,000 or $30,000 a year is a fine salary for commissioners,” she said after the meeting. “It’s 
public service. It’s not supposed to be your full-time job to support your family on.” 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-margate-higher-salaries-20170711-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Cop sues cop after truck wreck, claiming he was falsely arrested 
BYLINE: Brian Ballou 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/miramar/fl-sb-police-claims-wrongful-arrest-
20170712-story.html 
 
STORY: Seconds after Kevin Thomas lost control of his pickup truck and hit a palm tree in eastern 
Miramar, a police officer showed up. 
 
Instead of helping, the officer slammed Thomas to the ground, accused him of being a burglar, 
handcuffed him — and then learned Thomas was a Miami-Dade cop, according to a suit Thomas filed 
Tuesday alleging false arrest. 
 
Thomas overheard Officer Yahmed Yema in a telephone conversation with his sergeant during the 
March 15, 2014 incident on Acapulco Drive admit that he had messed up, the lawsuit states. 
 
When the sergeant came to the scene, he and Yema saw an empty red cup on the floor of Thomas’ 
vehicle and concluded that cup must have contained beer, according to the lawsuit. Yema said that 
alcohol was everywhere, that the vehicle’s interior was saturated and Thomas was drenched in beer. 
Yema said Thomas’ speech was slurred and his eyes had the glassy appearance of someone who was 
drinking. 
 
The Miami-Dade cop’s supervisors were also summoned to the scene. 
 
Thomas was given four traffic tickets, for speeding, failure to stop, open container and expired tag. He 
was released without being asked to perform a field sobriety test or blow into a breathalyzer, according 
to the lawsuit. 
 
There was no explanation given for why those tests were not administered. 
 
Thomas, 50, was disciplined by his employer as a result of Yema’s complaint affidavit, according to the 
lawsuit. Criminal charges were filed by the State Attorney’s Office for reckless driving. 
 
Wendell Locke, the attorney representing Thomas in the lawsuit, said his client has suffered a blow to 
his reputation as a police officer and that he feels humiliated. 
 
Locke said his client drank only sweet tea that night, and that Thomas lost control of his truck after he 
inadvertently dropped a lit cigarette onto his lap. 
 
“In these types of cases there is often a huge difference between the version of facts from both sides, 
you have two people at the same event at the same time saying two completely different things,” Locke 
said. “Based on what the police say happened, there are clearly issues with their story.” 
 
Thomas fought the reckless driving charge and a jury acquitted him in June 2015. The judge dropped the 
other charges against Thomas. 
 
A spokeswoman with the Miami-Dade County Police Department declined to comment on the case. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/miramar/fl-sb-police-claims-wrongful-arrest-20170712-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/miramar/fl-sb-police-claims-wrongful-arrest-20170712-story.html
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The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Fort Lauderdale, names Yema and the city of Miramar as 
defendants. 
 
Jamie Alan Cole, the city attorney, declined to comment on the case, citing the city’s policy of not 
discussing pending litigation. 
 
It is not clear how much money Thomas is seeking. There are a total of 11 counts in the lawsuit against 
Yema and the city, including false arrest and malicious prosecution. No court date has yet been set. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: Troopers Say Drunk Deputy Crashed Into Bridge Near Disney 
BYLINE: CBS Miami 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/07/13/drunk-deputy-crashed-bridge-disney/ 
 
STORY: LAKE BUENA VISTA (CBSMiami/AP) — It may be known as the Happiest Place on Earth but that 
wasn’t the case for one law enforcement official. 
 
A Florida sheriff’s deputy was arrested on DUI charges when he crashed his truck into a pedestrian 
bridge near Disney Springs at Walt Disney World. 
 
The Florida Highway Patrol says 46-year-old Timothy Michael Craig hit a stop sign before crashing into 
the bridge on Tuesday night near Orlando. 
 
Troopers said in a report that Craig was taken to a hospital, where he was reported to be in and out of 
consciousness and was throwing up. No one else was injured. 
 
The arrest report says Craig told troopers he couldn’t remember anything and he refused a breath test 
and didn’t do any field sobriety exercises. Troopers found two open bottles of Fireball whiskey in his 
truck. 
 
He is a deputy in Hillsborough County. Records don’t list a lawyer for him. 
  

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/07/13/drunk-deputy-crashed-bridge-disney/
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Troopers say drunk deputy crashed into bridge near Disney 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/florida/troopers-say-drunk-deputy-crashed-into-bridge-near-disney/ 
 
STORY: LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. (AP) — A Florida sheriff’s deputy was arrested on DUI charges when he 
crashed his truck into a pedestrian bridge near Disney Springs at Walt Disney World. 
 
The Florida Highway Patrol says 46-year-old Timothy Michael Craig hit a stop sign before crashing into 
the bridge on Tuesday night near Orlando. 
 
Troopers said in a report that Craig was taken to a hospital, where he was reported to be in and out of 
consciousness and was throwing up. No one else was injured. 
 
The arrest report says Craig told troopers he couldn’t remember anything and he refused a breath test 
and didn’t do any field sobriety exercises. Troopers found two open bottles of Fireball whiskey in his 
truck. 
 
The arrest report also said, “The defendant stated that he did not understand his Miranda Rights. This is 
surprising considering the defendant’s occupation.” 
 
He is a deputy in Hillsborough County. Records don’t list a lawyer for him. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/florida/troopers-say-drunk-deputy-crashed-into-bridge-near-disney/
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Hallandale Beach commissioner accused of ethical misconduct involving non-profit 
BYLINE: Brian Entin 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/hallandale-beach-commission-accused-of-using-non-profit-funds-for-
personal-use/ 
 
STORY: HALLANDALE BEACH, FLA. (WSVN) - A Hallandale Beach commissioner is being accused of using 
his elected position to financially benefit him, his church and his family. 
 
Hallandale Beach City Commissioner Anthony Sanders has another position as a pastor, but the Broward 
County Inspector General said Sanders voted to allow money to go to a non-profit, which was benefiting 
his church and family. 
 
“I’m a pastor, so this is what we call an attack from the enemy,” Sanders said. “It is an assassination on 
my character.” 
 
7News obtained a copy of a preliminary report that states Commissioner Sanders voted to give non-
profit Palms Community Action Coalition almost $900,000. 
 
The organization helps people get jobs and improve the community, but investigators found that the 
non-profit paid Sanders’ church, Higher Vision Ministries, thousands of dollars for “transportation 
services,” paid his wife for consulting services and even employed his sons. 
 
When 7News crews asked Sanders if his son received payments from the organization, he said, “My son 
received payments from the non-profit, he worked three hours a week, three days a week at the non-
profit.” 
 
However, the Inspector General said the non-profit paid Sanders’ church and immediate family more 
than $38,000 between 2013 and 2015. 
 
“I did disclose it, and they vetted, and said it was proper to vote on,” Sanders said. 
 
He insisted that the city manager and city attorney at the time gave him the green light, but the new 
report said, “Sanders engaged in a pattern of misconduct that violated Florida ethics laws.” 
 
Hallandale Beach is already plagued with controversy as well as a commission that doesn’t get along. 
 
Related: BSO public corruption investigation involving Hallandale Beach City Commission as clashes, 
controversy continue 
“You’re such a wackadoo,” said Vice Mayor Keith London in a meeting. 
 
Two months ago, London was caught on camera in a crude conversation with a worker. “How many 
times you go to prison?” London said in the video. “What was it? Did you like it? Did you suck…?” 
 
Investigations are piling up in what’s become a political minefield. 
 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/hallandale-beach-commission-accused-of-using-non-profit-funds-for-personal-use/
http://wsvn.com/news/local/hallandale-beach-commission-accused-of-using-non-profit-funds-for-personal-use/
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“It’s not over,” Sanders said. “You will see more to come. It’s just not over. It’s a sad state in the City of 
Hallandale Beach.” 
 
The Broward Inspector General will now forward its findings to the Florida Commission on Ethics. 
Meanwhile, Sanders said he will fight this case every step of the way. 


