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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Mob chases officer trying to make arrest, 911 caller says 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/deerfield-beach/fl-sb-cop-mob-deerfield-beach-
20170628-story.html 
 
STORY: It was a cop who needed help when a woman called 911 Monday night to report a mob of 30 
young people yelling, screaming and chasing a deputy in Deerfield Beach. 
 
“A police officer needs help right now in Deerfield Beach,” the woman told the dispatcher. “He needs 
help. He’s being chased by a group of 30 people … they’re mad and screaming.” 
 
The cop was trying to arrest a man with long hair when the mob formed and began yelling and video 
recording the deputy, said the woman, who was calling from a Burger Fi. 
 
The deputy had been on foot patrol when he was called to the restaurant, 2009 NE 2nd St., at about 8 
p.m. to remove an unruly customer, said Keyla Concepcion, a spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff’s 
Office. 
 
The customer was combative and fought with the deputy. He was pepper sprayed before running away 
from the scene, Concepcion said. 
 
Detectives were familiar with the person involved in the scuffle and issued a warrant for Bernardo 
Oliveira Cardosa Vieira’s arrest on charges of battery on a law enforcement officer, Concepcion said. 
 
As of Wednesday, authorities were still searching for Vieira, 17. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/deerfield-beach/fl-sb-cop-mob-deerfield-beach-20170628-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/deerfield-beach/fl-sb-cop-mob-deerfield-beach-20170628-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Arrest warrant issued for ex-Margate employee accused of housing kickback scheme 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-margate-employee-arrest-money-
20170627-story.html 
 
STORY: A former Margate city employee arranged to get more than $33,000 in kickbacks, as well as 
repairs at her house, in exchange for giving builders contracts on city projects at inflated prices, police 
say. 
 
An arrest warrant was issued Wednesday for Kim Liakos, Margate’s former grants manager, who is 
charged with 11 counts including bribery, bid tampering, unlawful compensation and grand theft. 
 
Police were searching for her Thursday. 
 
Police allege she is behind the city’s loss of nearly $1 million from state and federal grants intended to 
help low-income people buy and fix up homes. 
 
Liakos, 58, was hired in 2011 to manage four programs that used state and federal money to purchase 
and fix up houses and sell them below market value to low-income families, and revitalize existing 
homes to people whose income qualified them for the help. 
 
The 22-month police investigation involved a forensic accountant scouring paperwork on the city’s 
affordable housing program and Liakos’ relationship with four contractors. 
 
Police said she hand-picked the contractors to do the work by giving them confidential bid information 
so they would win the city contracts. 
 
Margate police said Liakos profited by $33,250 between March 2014 and September 2015, and received 
services from the contractors, such as home repairs. 
 
According to the arrest affidavit, the owner of Modern Day Construction bought her a water heater for 
her Coral Springs home and hired subcontractors for work she wanted done. 
 
The owner told investigators Liakos asked him for cash and he agreed “with the understanding that he 
would be allowed to inflate his invoices to recoup the money he gave Liakos,” according to the arrest 
affidavit. 
 
The owner, Jean Danny Augustin, gave her cash for a year and half until she gave him her bank account 
information at BB&T and he deposited $12,500 over seven instances, according to records, according to 
the arrest affadavit. 
 
The owner for EPS Construction, Antonio Figueroa, also told investigators Liakos asked for $1,500 and he 
“agreed to the loan because Liakos controlled the entire grants program,” according to public records. 
He told investigators he delivered it to her in a white envelope at City Hall. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-margate-employee-arrest-money-20170627-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/margate/fl-sb-margate-employee-arrest-money-20170627-story.html
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Between March 2014 and July 2015 he gave her $17,750. His business partner gave her another $3,000, 
according to records. 
 
“Figueroa felt the only way to secure work with the city of Margate was to provide Liakos with money 
when Liakos requested it,” according to the arrest warrant. 
 
He also did work at her house for free and told investigators he inflated his bills to the city "to recoup 
the money he spent on Liakos’ residence,” according to the arrest warrant. 
 
Figueroa “admitted that he submitted invoices for payment for work that was never completed or that 
was inflated” by more than $28,000, according to the arrest warrant. 
 
The owner of a third contractor, Access Builders, told investigators he also did work at Liakos’ home for 
free. She never asked to borrow money but owner Edward Cancio “knew that he could inflate his 
invoices.” 
 
In other cities, he earned 10 to 20 percent profit. 
 
In Margate, he told police he was earning 50 to 60 percent, according to the arrest warrant. 
 
Liakos resigned from her $72,771-a-year position in September 2015 when she learned of the 
investigation, officials said. 
 
The city’s finance department first noticed discrepancies in billing, officials said. 
 
According to the forensic investigation that combed through paperwork from 2011 through 2015 and 
that had a “consistent lack of documentation,” Liakos oversaw money from grant programs such as 
Community Development Block Grant and State Housing Initiative Partnership. 
 
The report alleges a misallocation of more than $103,000 in grant money where money that was 
supposed to come from one grant came from another. “If we were able to obtain the missing 
documentation … it is our belief that the misallocation of funds would increase,” the accountant wrote. 
 
The accountant also estimated “project overages” of $972,774. ”We consider these overages excessive, 
representing possible evidence of fraud,” the accountant wrote. 
 
The investigation found “many inconsistencies, missing documentation, internal control issues, suspect 
behavior by city staff, contractors, fund misallocations, expense overages [and] unrecorded” loans. 
 
In one example, a contractor — All-Pro Cleaning and Restoration owned by Augustin — billed $13,400 
for asbestos remediation work although the company didn’t have a license, “thus bringing into question 
whether the work has actually been done,” according to the report. 
 
A second contractor also billed for the same remediation work “therefore this property paid twice for 
work that, most likely, was only performed once,” according to the accountant’s report. 
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The accountant wrote the study took an “inordinate amount of time” because of either “sloppy record-
keeping or willful misconduct for the lack of documentation [and] misappropriation of funds.” The 
accountant concluded there wasn’t enough oversight at City Hall. 
 
“There was a general lack of supervision and accounting internal controls, which created an atmosphere 
for fraud to exist,” according to the report. 
 
City spokeswoman Alison Saffold said Thursday that an internal investigation is ongoing. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Girlfriend of man accused of murdering Broward deputy testifies at trial 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-trial-watts-20170628-
story.html 
 
STORY: The former girlfriend of one of the men accused of murdering Broward Sheriff’s Deputy Brian 
Tephford in 2006 testified on Wednesday that she tried to help them get away with it. 
 
Sonia Watts, 37, is the mother of Eloyn Ingraham’s two children, and Ingraham is one of the defendants 
charged with murder in the Tephford shooting. Watts and Ingraham were not a couple at the time, 
according to trial testimony, but they were neighbors. 
 
He called her shortly after the shooting, she said, and she responded. 
 
Watts said Ingraham needed her car, so she brought it to him and walked home. Later he asked if she 
could bring him his passport, which he said was in his apartment. Watts said she couldn’t do it because 
Ingraham now had her car, so he arranged for another friend to drive her. 
 
That friend is scheduled to testify in the case as well. 
 
Prosecutors say Ingraham was in a vehicle that was pulled over by Tephford at the Versailles Gardens 
apartment complex in Tamarac on Nov. 11, 2006. Minutes after the vehicle was stopped, Tephford was 
shot and killed in an ambush. 
 
Broward State Attorney Mike Satz told jurors in opening statements earlier this month that Ingraham 
had summoned his two friends, Andre Delancy and Bernard Forbes, who shot and killed Tephford and 
wounded another deputy, Corey Carbocci. 
 
The three defendants were captured the following day at a Dania Beach motel. The men had their 
passports and had intended to leave the country, according to investigators. 
 
Watts was charged in 2006 as an accessory after the fact. Facing a 30-year prison sentence, she pleaded 
no contest to the charge and promised to testify against the defendants in exchange for a five-year 
probation sentence. 
 
Prosecutors have not been able to address why the men would have decided to kill a deputy. 
Investigators originally believed Ingraham and Forbes had participated in the robbery of a Tamarac 
clothing store just a few weeks earlier. Evidence connecting them to that robbery was discovered during 
the investigation into Tephford’s murder. 
 
But Ingraham and Forbes were acquitted of the robbery charge in 2015, so prosecutors cannot disclose 
the charge or the outcome of the trial to the jury deciding the murder case. 
 
Forbes, Ingraham and Delancy face the death penalty if convicted. The trial is scheduled to resume 
Thursday. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-trial-watts-20170628-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-tephford-murder-trial-watts-20170628-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Lauren’s Kids funnels $3.1 million to politically connected public relations firm 
BYLINE: Francisco Alvarado 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/06/laurens-kids-funnels-3-1-million-to-politically-connected-
public-relations-firm/ 
 
STORY: A nonprofit run by Broward State Sen. Lauren Book and lavished with millions of dollars in state 
handouts by lawmakers paid a Tallahassee public relations firm with considerable political clout $3.1 
million between 2012 and 2015. 
 
The payments by Lauren’s Kids to Sachs Media Group accounted for 28 percent of the charity’s $10.8 
million in expenses, according to Lauren’s Kids most recent available tax returns. In the same period, the 
Florida Legislature awarded Lauren’s Kids – which employs Sen. Book as its $135,000-a-year chief 
executive and counts powerful lobbyist Ron Book, her father, as its chairman – $9.6 million in grants. 
 
The nonprofit’s payouts to Sachs Media for 2016 are not publicly available. A spokeswoman for Lauren’s 
Kids did not respond to requests to view that information. 
 
Florida Bulldog reported last week that Sen. Book, using a loophole in state conflict-of-interest rules, 
voted last month to approve a state appropriations bill that included $1.5 million for Lauren’s Kids. 
 
Millions of taxpayer dollars flowed through the nonprofit to Sachs Media as it both promoted Lauren’s 
Kids and cultivated Sen. Book’s public persona as a survivor of child sex abuse. Critics say the domination 
of Lauren’s Kids by the senator and her lobbyist-father raises concerns that the work Sachs Media does 
is more about making her look good, not raising awareness about unreported cases of child sex abuse. 
 
“There is nothing wrong with an individual promoting that they have done good work,” said Daniel 
Borochoff, founder of Chicago-based CharityWatch. “However, it would appear the father can pull some 
weight to push the organization in a direction that would be beneficial for the daughter. It is more likely 
for that to happen more so than helping kids.” 
 
If that’s the case, then the Books and Sachs Media are abusing the public’s trust, Borochoff added. 
“Nonprofit money is supposed to be used for a public benefit and not to enhance the aspirations of the 
charity’s officers,” Borochoff said. “But sometimes there is an overlap and it can become a side effect for 
someone running a charity.” 
 
‘Proud of our work’ 
 
Sachs Media founder and chief executive Ron Sachs did not return two phone messages seeking 
response to a list of detailed questions emailed to him on June 12. Instead, Sachs Media president 
Michelle Ubben provided Florida Bulldog with a written statement noting that the firm is “not currently 
engaged by Lauren’s Kids.” 
 
“We are particularly proud of our work to help the Lauren’s Kids foundation develop sexual abuse 
prevention curricula for grades K-12, and to raise awareness of the signs of child abuse and public 
reporting requirements,” Ubben’s statement read. She referred specific questions about the firm’s work 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/06/laurens-kids-funnels-3-1-million-to-politically-connected-public-relations-firm/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/06/laurens-kids-funnels-3-1-million-to-politically-connected-public-relations-firm/
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with Lauren’s Kids to the nonprofit’s spokeswoman and former Sachs Media account executive Claire 
VanSusteren. 
 
“We have worked with Sachs in the past to raise awareness about child sexual abuse,” VanSusteren said 
in an emailed statement. “[Sachs] has, over the course of several years, completed communications 
work and engaged a variety of subcontractors related to deliverables for state contracts.” 
 
A former news reporter and editor who did stints as spokesman for Florida governors Reubin Askew and 
Lawton Chiles, Ron Sachs founded his company in 1996, specializing in corporate branding, marketing 
and crisis management. His early victories included a 1998 campaign to inform voters on amendments 
proposed by the Constitution Revision Commission and helping repeal an automatic 20 percent phone 
rate hike tacked onto a bill in 2003. 
 
Six years later, Sachs landed more than $130,000 worth of work from the Associated Industries of 
Florida, according to a 2011 Florida Trend article. The same year, Sachs Media was retained by an 
anonymous group of oil and gas producers called Florida Energy Associates to do a campaign promoting 
the removal of the prohibition on drilling in the state’s offshore waters. 
 
Sachs Media has also counted the Florida Chamber of Commerce among its clients, producing a web-
based public affairs program called “The Bottom Line.”  Another program, “Florida Newsmakers,” 
features one-on-one interviews with top state bureaucrats answering softball questions. According to an 
online database of state contracts, Sachs Media has also been awarded small and large media jobs by 
various state agencies. 
 
For instance, the Florida Lottery paid Sachs Media $150,000 in February 2013 for an educational 
multimedia campaign. A year later, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs paid Sachs Media $3,720 for 
table throws stamped with the department’s emblem. The Department of Environmental Protection 
awarded the firm a $316,250 contract in 2014 to produce a public awareness campaign about the 
importance of sea turtle nesting beaches in Florida’s Panhandle. 
 
Sachs media faced criticism 
 
Sachs Media has faced criticism over its business practices in recent years. In 2014, the firm dropped a 
lawsuit it had filed against the family of a paralyzed Broward County man after a public outcry over 
Sachs Media’s heavy-handed tactics against its former client, who was left brain damaged by the car of a 
speeding Broward County sheriff’s deputy. Sachs had claimed Eric Brody’s relatives owed the firm 
$375,000 for four years of public relations and media outreach services. 
 
A year later, a state audit of a $296,105 Sachs Media contract with the Florida Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs found that the agreement did not clearly establish the tasks to be performed by the firm, did not 
contain documentation requirements, did not sufficiently identify the activities or services to be 
provided and included three amendments for an additional $135,421. 
 
“In general, the agreement had no scope of work or deliverable issues,” the audit states. “The 
amendments did not fall within the original scope of work and did not clearly establish the tasks the 
provider was required to perform.” (Ubben did not comment on the dropping of the lawsuit and on the 
audit’s findings.) 
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According to Sachs Media’s website, the firm was retained by Lauren’s Kids in 2007, the year the 
nonprofit was founded. “Lauren’s Kids engaged our firm to conceptualize and bring to life a 
breakthrough strategy that would get people aware, educated, and mobilized to prevent this dark, 
societal secret – child sexual abuse,” a statement on the website reads. “We branded the Lauren’s Kids 
Foundation and generated extensive, multi-year media coverage – including the cover of Newsweek – 
around an annual 1,500-mile walk for awareness throughout Florida.” 
 
In addition, Sen. Book and her cause have been featured by Nancy Grace, USA Today, Lisa Ling, Jane 
Velez-Mitchell and various local media outlets due to Sachs Media’s public relations work, the website 
states. 
 
Sachs Media was also involved in helping Sen. Book market and promote her autobiography “It’s OK to 
Tell” and her annual walk from Key West to Tallahassee, as well as producing billboards, public service 
announcements and a curriculum for grades K-12 about child sex abuse prevention. The curriculum 
features web-based video lessons starring Sen. Book and reading materials that recount how she was 
sexually abused by her nanny during her teen years. 
 
In 2015, Sachs Media conducted an online survey for Lauren’s Kids that found more than one-third of 
female respondents and one-fifth of male respondents had admitted to being sexually abused as 
children. However, the accuracy of the online survey, which national polling experts dismiss as being 
unreliable and inaccurate, could not be verified because Sachs Media declined to provide its 
methodology and backup data to Florida Bulldog. 
 
The payments 
 
Here’s the breakdown of Lauren’s Kids payments to Sachs Media as detailed in the nonprofits tax 
returns: 
 

• $670,032 for “public relations.” That accounted or 33 percent of Lauren’s Kids’ $2 million in 
expenses that year. 

• $957,977 for “program support,” or 63 percent of Lauren’s Kids $1.5 million in expenses. 
• $579,772, or 20 percent of expenses. 
• $966,100 for programming support. Sachs subcontractor, The POD Advertising, was paid 

$349,800, with both accounting for 28 percent of Lauren’s Kids expenses that year. 
 
The owner of a Miami-based public relations firm who requested anonymity said the amount of money 
Lauren’s Kids has paid Sachs Media is shocking. “It’s pretty outrageous that a PR firm is billing that much 
to a nonprofit,” the owner said. “Usually, you are taking on charities on a pro-bono basis or providing 
them with a significant discount.” 
 
Sen. Book, a Plantation Democrat, and Ron Book did not respond to requests for comment. However, 
Lauren’s Kids spokeswoman VanSusteren defended the work performed by Sachs Media, noting the 
campaigns have taught Floridians the importance of openly discussing child sex crimes. 
 
“We have received countless calls and messages from parents, educators and law enforcement officers 
sharing stories of children coming forward and disclosing abuse thanks to our curriculum program,” she 
said. “At the end of the day, nothing is more important than protecting childhood. That’s what it’s all 
about.” 
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For example, she said, Sachs managed content production and communications related to a Lauren’s 
Kids public awareness campaign called “Don’t Miss the Signs” developed in partnership with the Florida 
Department of Children and Families. 
 
She claimed that reports of abuse to the DCF hotline rose by 30 percent during the campaign and that 
Lauren’s Kids has received positive feedback from numerous teachers and police officers about the 
“Safer, Smarter” curriculum Sachs Media produced. In her statement to Florida Bulldog, VanSusteren 
included testimonials from unidentified teachers and guidance counselors. 
 
One was from a self-described educator at James M. Marlowe Elementary School in New Port Richey 
who said, “I love the fact that it’s simple and easy to implement. I love the fact that there isn’t a lot of 
prep time needed for the lessons.” 
 
Yet, the testimonial said nothing about the curriculum’s effectiveness in preventing child sex abuse. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: A lawyer who won a $10 million case just bought cops ‘the Cadillac of drones’ 
BYLINE: Gwen Filosa 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/florida-keys/article158791739.html 
 
STORY: A Key West attorney whose firm this month wrangled a $10.75 million settlement from a local 
resort has donated a $3,000 drone to the city’s police and fire departments. 
 
It was the same drone, a DJI Phantom 4, that Stuart Grossman’s legal team used to investigate a diving 
incident that left their client paralyzed from the neck down at the Galleon Resort. 
 
Key West Fire Marshal Alan Averette noticed the drone and pronounced it fantastic, Grossman said. 
 
“He wasn’t asking for it. So we bought him the same one we have, which is the Cadillac of drones,” 
Grossman said Monday evening at City Hall, after gifting the drone to police and fire officials. “I think 
they’ll make great use of it.” 
 
DJI boasts its Phantom can fly for up to 30 minutes at a time and can sense obstacles in five directions. 
 
Drone operation in Key West requires an FAA permit and the pilot must be trained and licensed, said 
city spokeswoman Alyson Crean. 
 
“Grossman is also donating the training for an operator from each department,” Crean said. “The 
departments are establishing policy guidelines for the use of the equipment.” 
 
Grossman, Roth, Yaffa and Cohen brokered the $10.75 million settlement on behalf of Bob Barlow of 
Massachusetts, who dove into shallow water and sued over the fact there were no signs warning against 
it. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/florida-keys/article158791739.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Former Margate grants program manager wanted in alleged kickback scheme 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-grants-program-manager-alleged-
kickback-scheme 
 
STORY: MARGATE, Fla. - A former Margate employee is wanted by police in connection with an alleged 
kickback scheme that defrauded the government out of more than $900,000. 
 
Kim Liakos faces multiple charges, including organized scheme to defraud, bribery and bid tampering. A 
warrant for her arrest was issued Wednesday. 
 
Liakos was the grants program manager for the city from May 2011 until September 2015. 
 
Margate police said an investigation began in August 2015 into the misappropriation of funds within the 
city's block grant housing rehabilitation program. 
 
The result of the nearly two-year-long investigation revealed that Liakos was receiving kickbacks of 
federal- and state-funded grant money. 
 
Margate spokeswoman Alison Saffold said an audit of the city's grant programs was ordered in January 
2016 and concluded two months later. As a result of the findings, City Manager Sam May requested an 
internal investigation into the findings alleged in the report. Saffold said the investigation is ongoing. 
 
Police are searching for Liakos. Anyone with information as to her whereabouts is asked to call police at 
954-935-5425. 
  

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-grants-program-manager-alleged-kickback-scheme
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/former-margate-grants-program-manager-alleged-kickback-scheme
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Assistant chief calls police commander's firing a 'miscarriage of justice' 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/assistant-chief-calls-police-commanders-
firing-a-miscarriage-of-justice 
 
STORY: NORTH MIAMI, Fla. - North Miami police Cmdr. Emile Hollant's 25-year law enforcement career 
may soon come to a crashing end as part of the fallout from the universally denounced shooting last 
year of behavioral therapist Charles Kinsey. 
 
Kinsey was shot in the street with held his hands high up in the air next to his autistic client Arnaldo Rios. 
 
Hollant didn't shoot Kinsey in the leg with a rifle. 
 
That was Officer Jonathon Aledda, who has since been charged criminally with attempted manslaughter 
in the case. 
 
Aledda apparently believed Rios was holding a gun when in fact it was a toy truck, something Aledda's 
fellow officers had clearly announced on the radio prior to the shooting. 
 
Even if Aledda, a SWAT team member, believed Rios was holding a gun, it made no sense for him to 
shoot Kinsey, who happens to be black. Aledda told fellow officers he was aiming at Rios and missed. 
 
Hollant faces termination of his job for allegedly lying about whether or not he actually witnessed the 
shooting or not. He said he was initially at the scene but that, when the three shots were fired from 
Aledda's gun, he was a block away grabbing his binoculars out of his vehicle. 
 
It wasn't until four days after the shooting that Assistant Chief Larry Juriga alleged that Hollant had lied 
about that and that he had witnessed the shooting. 
 
When he told then-Chief Gary Eugene that he believed radio transmissions proved Hollant lied when he 
claimed he didn't witness the shooting, the commander was suspended without pay. 
 
The alleged chief culprit, Aledda, was suspended with pay, a fact Hollant backers contend proves the fix 
was in on Hollant from the beginning. 
 
The radio transmissions show that Hollant, about two minutes prior to the shooting, said on the radio 
that it appeared Rios was "loading his weapon." 
 
But Hollant was more than 150 feet away. Officer Alens Bernadeau was closer to the scene and soon 
clarified that Kinsey was saying it was a toy. 
 
He would also announce on the radio well before Aledda fired that he could see it was a toy. 
 
"I have a visual, it does not appear to be a firearm," Bernadeau said on the radio. 
 

https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/assistant-chief-calls-police-commanders-firing-a-miscarriage-of-justice
https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/assistant-chief-calls-police-commanders-firing-a-miscarriage-of-justice
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Hollant said that after Bernadeau announced Rios was holding a toy he decided to run to his vehicle and 
get his binoculars for a better look. 
 
"I didn't know what I had at the time. It could have been a hostage situation," Hollant testified. "I did not 
know that the kid was autistic.  All I knew was there was a man with his hands up. (I) did not know he 
was trying to prevent this guy from killing himself and something happened. When I heard, 'It's a toy, it's 
a toy,' I decided to run back to my vehicle so I could get my binoculars." 
 
It was while he was doing this, he said, that he heard a "three-round burst" of gunfire and, after waiting 
a couple of seconds, radioed, "shots fired." He said he then ran back to the scene to see that Kinsey had 
been shot. 
 
The state attorney's office conducted an investigation and cleared Hollant, saying the allegation he was 
lying was due to "miscommunication" and that Hollant had in fact not lied. Eugene testified that he 
believed he'd been misled by Juriga and that he too believed Hollant was truthful about getting his 
binoculars. 
 
But that wasn't the end of it. 
 
An internal investigation began. 
 
In numerous sworn statements, not a single officer could definitively place Hollant at the scene when 
the shots were fired. Sgt. Milton Reid even testified that Hollant, who'd been promoted just days before 
from the rank of sergeant, left the scene and returned with his binoculars. 
 
"I lost track of him because I'm focusing on the targets, and then I see Hollant come back with 
binoculars," Reid said. 
 
Reid also, however, alleged he saw Hollant look through the binoculars before the shooting took place. 
It was a contention Reid didn't mention in his initial interview directly after the shooting. In fact, when 
asked about officers he'd seen prior to the shooting taking place, he named two other officers but didn't 
name Hollant at all. 
 
Despite the scant evidence, the IA disposition panel sustained the allegation that Hollant was untruthful. 
 
"It was determined that Cmdr. Hollant committed administrative obstruction of law enforcement 
investigation by way of false statement," announced North Miami City Manager Larry Spring at a 
community meeting last week. 
 
It was a finding with which North Miami Assistant Chief Neal Cuevas vehemently disagreed. 
 
In a June 2 memorandum, Cuevas called the IA investigation into Hollant an "unmitigated miscarriage of 
justice" that was "replete with misinformation, half-truths and blatant inconsistencies." 
 
Meanwhile, Hollant's direct supervisor, Major Tim Belcher, recommended that based on the findings, 
Hollant should be demoted back down to sergeant, in part based on the fact that Hollant, whether he 
saw the actual shooting or not, should have announced himself as a witness. 
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"Commander Hollant should have taken charge of the direction of this critical incident,” Belcher wrote. 
 
Despite the fact that Cuevas believed the investigation was a sham and that Belcher felt Hollant should 
only be demoted, Juriga, who made the initial allegation against Hollant that was contradicted by the 
state attorney's office, made the decision to fire Hollant while Eugene was on medical leave and he was 
serving as acting chief. 
 
Eugene was also informed that he, too, was being fired. He said Spring, the city manager, told him the 
department was going in another direction. 
 
But then came media reports that the city was claiming he had contradicted himself in sworn 
statements regarding Hollant, telling prosecutors that Hollant had told him the truth but stating in the IA 
investigation that Hollant had lied to him. 
 
But Eugene told Local 10 News that statement was taken out of context to be used against him and that 
he was describing how he felt at the time the allegation was made against Hollant just days after the 
shooting. Indeed, the question preceding his statement was in the past tense, referring to when he 
"went to the city manager." 
 
"When you said that you went to the city manager with this, you said, and I wrote it down, you said that 
you probably moved to right with your comment on this," Sgt. Diana Roman said. "So it is fair to say it 
was your interpretation..." 
 
It was at that point Eugene jumped in to say he felt at the time that Hollant had lied. 
 
"That he lied to me," Eugene said. "The commander completely lied to me." 
 
He said he doesn't believe Hollant lied, but said he believes Hollant, as commanding officer on the 
scene, should have had someone else retrieve binoculars and that Hollant should have been interviewed 
as a witness after the shooting. But he said those transgressions, while they may have justified some 
form of punishment, it didn't warrant termination.  
 
City activist Stephanie Kienzle, who was the first to report on the Cuevas memo on her website 
VotersOpinion.com, said she believes Juriga cooked up the case against Hollant as a "power play." 
 
It's a sentiment shared by many who attended last week's community meeting on the firings led by 
Spring and attended by Juriga, with some calling it a "vendetta" and demanding Hollant be given his job 
back.   
 
"You have misled the council and you're misleading the community," resident Raymond Emmanuel said. 
 
"These people were against the commander from the beginning; they're just trying to cover this up and 
cover their butts," another resident, who declined to be named, said. 
 
Juriga refused to comment on the case. 
 
"Out of respect to Cmdr. Hollant, let's let the process continue," he told Local 10 News investigative 
reporter Bob Norman. 
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Juriga said he would "be more than happy" to speak with Norman after the process is complete. 
 
"I think his attorney would argue that he hasn't been shown any respect in this process," Norman said. 
 
"That's his right to argue that," Juriga said. "That's fine." 
 
Hollant's attorney, Michael Joseph, said he believed his client was "set up" and was being played as a 
"patsy" in the shooting. He has already filed an EEOC complaint on Hollant's behalf and is preparing a 
civil suit. 
 
"He's been branded as a dirty cop," Joseph said. 


