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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Gov. Rick Scott signs fentanyl trafficking bill into law 
BYLINE: Ryan Van Velzer 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-fentanyl-trafficking-law-20170614-story.html 
 
STORY: Florida moved forward Wednesday with stiffer penalties for drug dealers, holding them 
accountable for their part in the opioid epidemic gripping the state. 
 
Under a new law signed by Gov. Rick Scott, they could face murder charges if their customers overdose 
and die using fentanyl, a cheap, deadly painkiller. 
 
That’s just one of the provisions in the law that’s meant to keep up with modern drug trends and arm 
prosecutors with new penalties for narcotics trafficking. 
 
“I’m proud to sign this important piece of legislation today to help fight this national epidemic, which 
has taken the lives of too many Floridians,” Scott said. “This legislation provides tools for law 
enforcement and first responders to save lives.” 
 
The law imposes a minimum three-year sentence for anyone caught with at least four grams of fentanyl 
or other similar drugs like carfentanil, which is 100 times more potent than its more common variant. 
 
See where people have died from drug overdoses in Broward 
Anyone caught with 14 or more grams of fentanyl will be imprisoned for at least 15 years and those 
caught with 28 or more grams would serve minimum 25-year prison sentences. 
 
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid used in medicine to treat pain, but over the past few years South Florida 
drug dealers have begun mixing it into heroin and pressing it into fake pharmaceutical pills. 
 
Most of the time users don’t even know they’re buying fentanyl. 
 
Dealers mix it in a blender with drugs that include caffeine, xanax and heroin, said Bill Schwartz, a 
Broward County sheriff’s narcotics detective. 
 
“They don’t know if they are getting the heroin part of it or an entire chunk of fentanyl,” he said. 
“Therefore, it’s just a roll of the dice with what you are putting in your arm.” 
 
It was the leading cause of overdose deaths in Florida during the first half of last year, causing 704 
deaths, the latest data available from the Florida Medical Examiner’s Commission. 
 
More than 20 percent of those deaths happened in Palm Beach County, at 156 deaths. During the same 
period, 89 people in Broward and 76 in Miami-Dade died from fentanyl overdoses, records show. 
 
Much of what ends up on the black market in South Florida comes from Chinese labs marketed to drug 
traffickers in the U.S., Canada and Mexico, according to a Drug Enforcement Administration report from 
July. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-reg-fentanyl-trafficking-law-20170614-story.html
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As of March 1, however, China said it would ban several variants of the drug. Authorities are hopeful the 
ban will lead to a decrease in the drug’s availability in the U.S. 
 
Fentanyl is so powerful it sent two West Palm Beach officers to the hospital after they accidentally 
inhaled airborne residue while testing capsules of the drug last year. In another incident, three Broward 
Sheriff’s Office drug dogs were hospitalized after catching a whiff in November. 
 
In Delray Beach, where officials are spending $2,000 per overdose call and are looking for every possible 
solution, 222 people overdosed between Jan. 1 and the end of April — most of them from opiates. 
 
Delray Mayor Cary Glickstein said the law is another means of tackling the problem of addiction. 
 
“This is one other positive step in a continuum of solving a complex problem,” he said. “ At the end of 
the day it’s people monetizing and profiting from that addiction and those vulnerabilities and that 
human suffering.” 
 
The Florida law tackles more than just fentanyl and its analogues. It also makes it easier for the state to 
pursue charges against drug traffickers for synthetic marijuana, codeine (an opiate-based cough 
medicine) and similar substances. 
 
The legislation is one of 28 bills the governor signed into law Wednesday. 
 
Last month, Scott declared a statewide public health emergency to obtain more than $27 million in 
federal grant funding. It’s going to provide greater access to medication that helps treat addiction. 
 
Bill sponsor Rep. Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton, said the legislation, combined with the announcement of the 
public health emergency, are “great strides” in the fight to end opioid abuse. 
 
“I was proud to sponsor this bill to combat the death and destruction that fentanyl abuse has on 
communities throughout the state,” Boyd said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Deputies not charged in backyard shooting of Pompano Beach man 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta, Anne Geggis 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pompano-beach/fl-pompano-officers-cleared-in-
shooting-20170613-story.html 
 
STORY: Gregory Frazier was sitting beneath a tree eating a takeout chicken dinner when two Broward 
Sheriff’s deputies walked into his dark Pompano Beach backyard and shot him six times. A folding knife 
with a four-inch blade was found next to the body of Frazier, 55, a landscaper. 
 
The Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office said the deputies, Zachary Hasson, 23, and Andre Landells, 26, 
were justified in using lethal force and did not file criminal charges against them, according to a May 25 
report. 
 
Frazier’s sister — who called deputies to their home on Sept. 9, 2016, because he was intoxicated, had 
pulled a knife on family members and damaged the living room — said Wednesday she regrets dialing 
911. 
 
“They’re telling me my 911 call prompted that response by the deputies,” Deborah Frazier, 60, said. “I 
didn’t ask them to murder Greg.” 
 
It was about 10 p.m. that Friday when the deputies, who joined the sheriff’s office in 2015, arrived at 
the Frazier home in the 300 block of Northwest 14th Street in Pompano Beach. About a minute later, 
Frazier was mortally wounded, according to an incident report. 
 
“Loss of life is devastating,” Sheriff Scott Israel said in an email. “Since this tragedy occurred, I’ve only 
wanted the truth to prevail.” 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office asked the Florida Department of Law Enforcement to take over the 
investigation; the Broward State Attorney’s office asked prosecutors in Miami to take the case because 
one of its employees was related to Frazier. 
 
Urgent pleas to 911 
 
Deborah Frazier and her daughter Keneisha Woodard started calling 911 after Gregory Frazier pulled 
Woodard’s hair and threatened her with a knife. “I ought to cut you,” he told the younger woman, the 
state attorney’s report said. 
 
The argument, which Woodard’s boyfriend Thomas Corey Brown heard during a cellphone call, brought 
him to the house to find Frazier breaking things in the living room. 
 
Woodard also had summoned her brother Quartaze Woodard home from a park. 
 
Quartaze Woodard challenged his uncle, asking why he always wanted to fight with girls. Frazier pulled 
out the knife again and threatened his nephew, reports said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pompano-beach/fl-pompano-officers-cleared-in-shooting-20170613-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/pompano-beach/fl-pompano-officers-cleared-in-shooting-20170613-story.html
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On edited 911 calls released by the sheriff’s office, a breathless Deborah Frazier tells a dispatcher, “My 
brother got a knife. He trying to hurt my daughter and my son…Hurry up! Hurry up, please!” 
 
She later said, “He has a knife, and he’s breaking up stuff in the house…he been drinking all day. And he, 
uh, since he been home, he just started actin’ a fool” and was “flashing a knife around.” 
 
Deborah Frazier said she had to hide because if her brother saw her calling deputies, “he’ll get really 
crazy.” 
 
Keneisha Woodard told a 911 dispatcher, “Send somebody right now...Yes he has a knife. He tried to 
pull it out on me.” 
 
Calls for help 
 
Deborah Frazier had hoped the night would end peacefully, just as it did during an incident in September 
2015. 
 
“The cops came, talked to Greg, took the knife and gave it to one of my cousins, who gave it to me,” she 
said Wednesday. “And I still have it.” 
 
After the fatal shooting, a union lawyer for the deputies said they were responding to a violent domestic 
dispute with a subject armed with a knife who was threatening family members, the FDLE report said. 
 
The deputies were directed to the backyard, where Frazier was on a chaise lounge chair, according to 
the FDLE report. 
 
It was a dark night and there were no outdoor lights on, Deborah Frazier said. 
 
Only one of the deputies’ gun-mounted flashlights worked, and neither deputy had been issued a stun 
gun, the union lawyer said. 
 
The deputies ordered Frazier to get on the ground. He flipped open the knife, cursed at the deputies and 
began to stand in an aggressive manner, according to the lawyer’s statement. 
 
From four to five feet away, the deputies fired seven shots. After Frazier fell, Landells began handcuffing 
him, stopped and began performing CPR, according to reports. 
 
Multiple witnesses 
 
Twelve witnesses, including deputies, firefighters, family members and neighbors, were listed in reports. 
Some claimed they saw the shooting but were actually too far away to see into the dark yard, FDLE said. 
 
Woodard’s boyfriend Brown watched what happened from a rear window of the home. He told a 
sheriff’s detective in a sworn, recorded statement that Frazier didn’t lunge at the deputies, that he had a 
knife in one hand and a spoon in the other and that when the deputies were about three feet away, 
Brown heard four or five shots. 
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The spoon was never found. Deborah Frazier said it wasn’t true that her brother held the knife, or rose 
to confront deputies and that by the time they arrived, he’d calmed down. 
 
“Corey told me he didn’t tell the cops Greg had the knife in his hand,” she said. “[Greg] was sitting down, 
sitting there eating dinner.” 
 
Paramedics found Frazier’s injuries were “incompatible with life” and declared him dead. One of the 
deputies was emotionally distraught and paramedics took him to a rescue truck, reports said. 
 
The Broward County Medical Examiner found Frazier died from six gunshot wounds that were consistent 
with being shot while he was in the process of standing up and leaning forward. The death was ruled a 
homicide, FDLE said. 
 
Frazier was buried in a cemetery in Pompano Beach, his sister said. 
 
Community reaction 
 
Attorney Benjamin Crump of Tallahassee represents Gregory Frazier’s son Xavier Frazier. He previously 
criticized the sheriff’s office for not calling an assistant state attorney to the home the night of the 
shooting. Crump, and Xavier Frazier, who lives in Atlanta, could not be reached for comment 
Wednesday. 
 
In a June 2 statement, Crump’s office said of the shooting that deputies “arrived, stormed [Frazier’s] 
backyard and shot him execution-style,” and called the investigations into Frazier’s death an “utter lack 
of justice.” 
 
Pompano Beach Commissioner Beverly Perkins represents the district where the shooting happened. 
During a city commission meeting Tuesday night, she called Frazier’s death a “murder.” 
 
She faulted a lack of community policing for the incident and as part of an effort to improve those 
relations, said she organized a task force that has held its first meeting. 
 
“There is no relationship, there is no communication [between deputies and residents],” she said. 
 
Perkins wants a police substation on Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to be available for the public to go 
inside and ask questions or file complaints. 
 
On Wednesday, the agency met with city leaders and staff to discuss opening the city-owned building 
for public use, Broward Sheriff’s spokeswoman Veda Coleman-Wright said. 
 
Deborah Frazier said she is not satisfied with the results of the FDLE and state attorney investigations. 
 
“The cops are there to protect and serve,” she said. “And they do need proper training. They had the 
gun, what happened to the Tasers or other measures they could have taken?” 
 
Since the shooting, the deputies have been on administrative leave. They are also the subjects of an 
open internal affairs investigation, which is routine for deputy-involved shootings, the agency said. 
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“My brother was a human being,” Deborah Frazier said. “I don’t care what he done, he did not deserve 
to be shot execution-style for a pocket knife.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Crime rate drops in Florida but goes up in Broward and Palm Beach counties 
BYLINE: Brian Ballou 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/crime/fl-reg-latest-crime-statistics-20170614-story.html 
 
STORY: Florida’s crime rate dropped to its lowest point in 46 years, but crimes in Broward and Palm 
Beach counties increased in 2016, according to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
 
The Sunshine State’s crime rate dropped 4.4 percent in 2016, while Broward’s went up 1.6 percent and 
Palm Beach County’s went up 2.2 percent. 
 
The rate includes murder, forcible sex offenses, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and 
motor vehicle theft. Each county compiles crime statistics from its local police departments to send to 
FDLE. 
 
The crime rate in Miami-Dade County dropped 4.1 percent. 
 
Gadsden County, in the Panhandle, had the biggest decline, with a 41.2 percent decrease, while 
Suwannee County had the largest increase at 35.2 percent. 
 
The governor’s office attributes the trend in part to an investment of more than $4.9 billion in public 
safety, which has funded a pay increase for police, a re-entry program to reduce recidivism, and 
prevention programs targeting at-risk youth. 
 
“We are pleased to see these numbers continuing to improve, but we also know there is always more 
work to be done,” said Butch Arenal, Coconut Creek’s police chief and the president of the Florida Police 
Chief’s Association. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/crime/fl-reg-latest-crime-statistics-20170614-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale Candidate: Not Just Somebody’s Little Wifey 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/fort-lauderdale-candidate-not-just-somebodys-little-wifey/ 
 
STORY: Newly-minted candidate Heather Moraitis wants voters to know she is so much more than a 
state representative’s little wifey, living in the shadow of her husband. 
 
Heather Moraitis is a consummate and political savvy networker whose roots run very, very deep in 
northeast Fort Lauderdale City Commission’s District 1. 
 
State Rep. George Moraitis’ spouse, Heather announced she wants to be District 1’s next commissioner. 
The election is next February. 
 
Already those who were considering running for the open seat are having second thoughts. 
 
“She will walk right in,” predicted one political consultant with experience in Fort Lauderdale. 
 
Maybe. 
 
It’s a long time to February. 
 
At this point Heather is surely the one to beat. 
 
Born in Holy Cross Hospital — “In the district,” she notes. – Heather grew up in New Jersey where her 
father had gotten a job in an electric plant. 
 
She went to the University of Florida, getting a Master’s in education. She also met George, who was 
from a longtime Fort Lauderdale family and graduated the U. S. Naval Academy. 
 
They married. 
 
Heather moved around as George followed his Navy career. Eventually the couple sailed back to Fort 
Lauderdale. 
 
She has lived in their Coral Ridge home 15 years. 
 
Here is why the political world says Heather will be tough to beat: 
 
* Name ID. 
 
The Moraitis name has been on the ballot in northeast Fort Lauderdale since 2010. No doubt some 
remember the name from George’s tough election and reelections. 
 
* Political experience. 
 

http://www.browardbeat.com/fort-lauderdale-candidate-not-just-somebodys-little-wifey/
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Heather ran George’s first campaign in 2010, helping him beat more experienced candidates and 
campaign professionals. 
 
“George was unknown and had little access to money,” Heather recalls. “I was the source of free labor.” 
 
Since then, she has been George’s most fervent campaign volunteer and most valued campaign advisor. 
 
* Access to money. 
 
George’s tenure in the Florida House, meeting all the usual GOP sources of money, gives Heather a 
heads-up in fund raising. At least some on Heather’s lengthy list of contacts should contribute, too. 
 
*Tireless. 
 
Heather is known as someone who will work 24/7 towards her goal. Fort Lauderdale political observers 
expect relentless campaigning from her until Election Day. 
 
* Her network. 
 
Heather has been extremely active for years. 
 
She was president of the Junior League of Fort Lauderdale, a group of influential and usually well-off 
women. 
 
She is a longtime member of the vote-rich Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in the district. She was a 
teacher at the church’s 905-student Westminster Academy and then its director of development. 
Democrats may pale at her connection to the ultra-conservative church, but almost every adult in the 
congregation votes. 
 
Heather says her church membership is not an issue: “If elected, I will govern equally for everybody 
regardless of their belief.” 
 
Her news release states that she has been involved in “Leadership Broward, Lifeworks Leadership, 
Women in Leadership and Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce Leadership Fort Lauderdale, 
and … the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, Navy League Fort Lauderdale Council…She 
currently serves on the board of the Coral Ridge Isles Homeowner’s Association. Since 2008, Heather has 
volunteered for the YMCA of South Florida. She is currently working for the YMCA as the Director of 
Capital Development.” 
 
Lots of votes in those groups. Lots of potential campaign cash. 
 
Why Run Now? 
 
The 45-year-old says that she considered running for commission in the past. The time wasn’t right. 
 
George is term limited in 2018. 
 



10 
 

Her daughters are “at a stage where they are busy with their own lives and not as dependent upon us…I 
have one daughter (18) headed to the University of Florida now and a second one (16) soon to follow. I 
felt the time was right now,” she says. 
 
Her positions are vague at this point. 
 
Her news release stated: 
 
“My family drives in the same traffic that frustrates all of us, and we have the same concerns about 
economic and neighborhood sustainability that residents all around Fort Lauderdale have. We have a 
great town, and now is the time to take our challenges head-on with a collaborative, common sense 
approach. That is the way to get things done.” 
 
Concerns and no specifics. Fort Lauderdale voters have heard it before. Unfortunately many candidates 
blather about preserving the city’s lifestyle. Then once in office, they become the tools of developers 
and lobbyists. 
 
Maybe the campaign will flush out Heather’s positions on development and how to maintain the city’s 
crumbling infrastructure. She does have an opponent, Broward County park manager Caleb Gunter. 
 
The election is nominally non-partisan. Still, many voters in this GOP corner of Broward County will no 
doubt find out that both candidates are Republican. 
 
Rumors abound that another credible candidate will enter the District 1 race. There is a lot of money 
riding on a Fort Lauderdale commissioner who can vote on future development. 
 
The question is whether anybody will take on Heather and all her advantages? 
 
Put another way, why walk into a buzz saw? 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: North Miami police commander to be fired following report on Charles Kinsey shooting 
BYLINE: Lance Dixon and Charles Rabin 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/north-
miami/article156208039.html 
 
STORY: The commander in charge of the scene when police shot behavioral therapist Charles Kinsey was 
notified Wednesday he was being fired after an internal affairs investigation by North Miami police 
concluded that he hindered an investigation into the shooting and misled the police chief. 
 
North Miami Police Cmdr. Emile Hollant was in charge last year when Jonathan Aledda, a North Miami 
SWAT member, fired his rifle and struck Kinsey in the leg. The mental healthcare worker was obeying 
police commands, lying on his back with his arms in the air and begging officers not to fire when he was 
shot. 
 
Kinsey was lying next to Arnaldo Rios, a severely autistic 27-year-old man who Kinsey cared for and who 
was sitting in the middle of the road playing with a shiny toy truck. Aledda, who said he mistook the toy 
for a weapon, said he was aiming at Rios when he fired, but missed and struck Kinsey. Kinsey survived. 
 
During the Miami-Dade state attorney’s investigation, Hollant said he was told the shiny object in Rios’s 
hand might have been a toy and that he was headed for his patrol car to get binoculars so he could have 
a more clear view, when Aledda fired. 
 
Within three weeks of the shooting, the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office concluded that Hollant told 
the truth when he said he was not at the scene when shots were fired. 
 
On Wednesday, North Miami released the internal affairs findings into Hollant’s actions that day — and 
they directly contradict the state’s findings. 
 
The city’s investigation quoted two officers at the scene who said Hollant was gone less than 30 seconds 
and that the commander was standing near them looking through binoculars when Aledda fired his rifle. 
The city determined it would have taken a minimum of 1 minute and 22 seconds for Hollant to race from 
the scene to his patrol car to retrieve his binoculars, then return. 
 
The city also said Hollant misled Police Chief Gary Eugene by saying he wasn’t present during the 
shooting. As a result, the report says, Hollant was not separated and interviewed about the shooting, a 
standard practice for witnesses. 
 
The investigation “revealed Commander Hollant appears to have been present prior, during, and after 
the shooting incident,” the Internal Affairs report concluded. “Commander Hollant was the highest 
ranking officer on the scene and should have taken command of the scene.” 
 
The city’s findings turned on an interview with Eugene, who said that he initially believed Hollant’s 
account but changed his view after learning that the officer gave a radio dispatch from the scene but did 
not offer further instruction to other officers before Aledda fired his shots. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/north-miami/article156208039.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/north-miami/article156208039.html
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“There was a gap between his radio transmission and what the officer did,” Eugene said. “He lied to me, 
the commander completely lied to me.” 
 
Hollant’s attorney, Michael Joseph, said Hollant is being used as a “fall guy” in the incident. 
 
“The city administration is doubling down on a lie that they pushed on the day of the shooting and in the 
days following the shooting,” Joseph said. “Myself and my client look forward to a full exoneration and 
for the truth to fully come out.” 
 
City Manager Larry Spring said the decision to fire Hollant was made by the acting chief, Larry Juriga, 
because Eugene is out on medical leave. 
 
Spring described the investigation and Wednesday’s decision as “part of the due process that we 
promised the community we would follow.” 
 
“Like with any department we’re going to have some issues that need to be addressed and we’re going 
to address them,” Spring said. 
 
The city’s decision, made after the state attorney cleared Hollant of any wrongdoing, comes as 
Katherine Fernandez Rundle faces backlash over her office’s lack of prosecutions of corrupt or violent 
law enforcement officers. Fernandez-Rundle, who has been state attorney since 1993, is considering a 
run for governor or attorney general in 2018. 
 
The Miami Herald recently documented several inconsistent or misleading statements from Fernandez 
Rundle after criticism of her office’s decision that there was insufficient evidence to bring criminal 
charges against four corrections officers accused of using scalding showers to punish inmate Darren 
Rainey at the Dade Correctional Institution. Rainey, a 50-year-old schizophrenic black man, died in 
custody at the facility in 2012. 
 
Hollant told state investigators last summer that after he made a radio dispatch that Rios appeared to 
be loading a weapon, he left. The memo stated that “he had returned to his police vehicle, over a city 
block from the location of the victims of the shooting, to retrieve his binoculars when he heard 
gunshots” a few minutes later. 
 
Hollant, who had been with the department since 2000, had remained suspended with pay in recent 
months. His attorney has argued for the officer’s reinstatement since February and is considering 
further legal action after filing an Equal Employment Opportunity Commission complaint earlier this 
year. 
 
Hollant had been promoted to commander about a week before the Kinsey shooting. Before joining the 
North Miami department, Hollant was an officer with the Pinecrest police department. 
 
The findings are the latest wrinkle in the fallout from last summer’s shooting. In an interview with 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement investigators, less than two weeks after the shooting, Eugene 
described his department as being in disarray and plagued with infighting before, during and after the 
incident. 
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The interview also revealed that Eugene thought his staff was untrained and not prepared to handle 
homicide investigations. He said when he got to the shooting scene, officers were trampling over 
everything, tainting possible evidence. The city has since changed its training procedures for officers. 
 
The shooting of Kinsey, who is black, came just weeks after the fatal police-involved shootings of two 
unarmed black men, Philando Castile in Minnesota and Alton Sterling in Louisiana. It was another 
incident in the midst of heightened tensions between police and the community and put North Miami in 
a national spotlight. 
 
In April, state prosecutors charged Aledda with attempted manslaughter and culpable negligence. It was 
the first time in the past 28 years the State Attorney's Office had charged a police officer. Aledda 
remains suspended with pay. 
 
Legal battles still loom for the department. Kinsey filed a federal lawsuit last August against Aledda and 
last week added the city, Hollant and other officers as defendants. And last week an attorney filed a 
lawsuit on behalf of Rios’ family against the city and multiple officers. In both lawsuits, Kinsey and Rios 
claim that the police used excessive force and wrongfully arrested the men after the shooting. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Sweetwater police abuse was ‘appalling’ and total ‘breakdown in policy,’ chief says 
BYLINE: Smantha J. Gross 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/west-miami-
dade/article156241614.html 
 
STORY: In the Sweetwater police chief’s 30 years in law enforcement, he’s never seen such “a complete 
breakdown in policy” until the recent arrest of two employees. 
 
An officer and a former detective were charged Tuesday for engaging in a “disturbing pattern of theft 
and physical violence.” They were arrested by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement as part of an 
investigation into decades of corruption within the West Miami-Dade city. 
 
“The details are appalling,” said Sweetwater Police Chief Placido Diaz at a Wednesday press conference. 
“I’ve never encountered anything that egregious.” 
 
Sgt. Reny Armando Garcia, 46, and former detective William Garcia, 42, face charges of organized 
scheme to defraud, racketeering and conspiracy. The two were accused of stealing from homes, beating 
citizens and even “water-boarding” a suspect until he falsely confessed to burglary. 
 
William Garcia is not related to his former co-worker, and is in federal prison on unrelated identity theft 
and fraud charges. 
 
A third employee, former Sweetwater detective Octavio Oliu, was charged in 2015 on allegations that he 
used a stolen Michigan license plate to avoid hundreds of highway tolls. He, too, faces racketeering 
charges. Oliu has been suspended without pay since his initial 2014 suspension. Reny Garcia was 
suspended without pay or benefits following his Tuesday arrest. 
 
Police leadership considers the arrests a wake-up call for reform. The force is complying with the FDLE 
and Miami-Dade Corrections, which are investigating the department. 
 
Diaz said the arrests reveal corruption “buried into the establishment,” prompted the department to 
eliminate staff — “forced and otherwise”— and become state-accredited. 
 
The old policies held by the department were threadbare and ineffective, Diaz said. In one case, a policy 
stated that officers are “not allowed to accept gifts,” but later on said gifts are “up to the discretion of 
the chief.” 
 
“We’ve managed to have a fairly new department and a policy in place where there wasn’t before,” said 
Diaz, who joined the department as chief in 2015. “We are going to be held to state standards, which 
are best practices nationwide [...] We are ensuring that every officer has gone through every single piece 
of training possible.” 
 
Sweetwater has had problems in its police department over the years. In 2003, the Miami-Dade state 
attorney’s office investigated a brutal beating of an 18-year-old inside the police station and in the 
former mayor’s car. And its former mayor, Manuel Maroño, was sentenced in 2014 to 40 months in 
prison for bribery. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/west-miami-dade/article156241614.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/west-miami-dade/article156241614.html
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Diaz assured the public that it’s a new day: “We don’t take money. We don’t hold evidence here 
anymore. And we don’t have prisoner holding cells. We’ve eliminated it. It’s a sad day, but it’s a good 
day.” 
 
David Ovalle contributed to this report 
 
OTHER ALLEGATIONS WITHIN THE SWEETWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
▪ Reinel Valdiva, the man who was water-boarded, also had his truck seized by police and Southland 
Towing; the vehicle disappeared even though a judge ordered it returned. As for Valdiva’s beating. he 
described “William Garcia making strange movements, imitating karate-type moves and hitting him in 
the ear and rib area.” 
 
▪ The officers essentially stole one man’s pickup truck, using it as a police vehicle – installing sirens and 
lights – while racking up toll violations. 
 
▪ The trio of officers, without permission or a warrant, barged into one couple’s house in Homestead, 
stealing money and electronics and a Nissan Altima, while William Garcia made racists remarks about 
Colombians. One of the residents was also severely beaten – he told investigators “he thought he would 
die from the beatings.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Two Broward Sheriff's Deputies Cleared in Shooting Man Who Carried Pocket Knife 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Two-Broward-She-deputies-cleared-in-shooting-man-
with-pocket-knife-428633603.html 
 
STORY: Prosecutors have cleared two Broward Sheriff's deputies who fatally shot a man armed with a 
pocket knife in Pompano Beach. 
 
The South Florida Sun Sentinel reports that prosecutors concluded Broward County deputies Zachary 
Hasson and Andre Landells lawfully shot 55-year-old Gregory Frazier last Sept. 9. 
 
Frazier's sister had called 911 because he had pulled the knife on family members and was intoxicated.  
He was in the backyard sitting on a chaise lounge beneath a tree when he was shot six times. 
 
Deputies say Frazier had flipped open the knife, cursed at them and began to stand in an aggressive 
manner. They fired from about 5 feet away. 
 
Deborah Frazier, the sister who called 911, said she just wanted the deputies to get the knife from her 
brother. She called his death a "murder.'' 
  

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Two-Broward-She-deputies-cleared-in-shooting-man-with-pocket-knife-428633603.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Two-Broward-She-deputies-cleared-in-shooting-man-with-pocket-knife-428633603.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: North Miami cop fired for hindering investigation 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/north-miami-cop-fired-for-hindering-investigation/ 
 
STORY: NORTH MIAMI, FLA. (WSVN) - A North Miami cop, Commander Emile Hollant, has been fired 
from the force. 
 
An internal affairs investigation concluded that Hollant hindered an investigation into the shooting of 
Charles Kinsey and misled the police chief about the investigation. 
 
Kinsey, a mental healthcare worker, was lying on his back, hands in the air, when he was shot, last year. 
 
Hollant was in charge when Officer Jonathan Aledda shot Kinsey in the leg. 
 
Aledda has been charged with attempted manslaughter and culpable negligence. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/north-miami-cop-fired-for-hindering-investigation/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: North Miami commander to be fired in relation to Charles Kinsey shooting 
BYLINE: Paradise Afshar 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/north-miami-commander-to-be-fired-in-relation-to-
charles-kinsey-shooting 
 
STORY: NORTH MIAMI, Fla. - North Miami police Cmdr. Emile Hollant was given notice Wednesday that 
he will be fired after an investigation into the shooting of Charles Kinsey, according to city officials.  
 
Hollant was in charge when Kinsey was shot as he was lying on his back, with his hands in the air in the 
area of Northeast 14th Avenue and Northeast 127th Street. Sitting next to him was an autistic man 
holding a toy truck. 
 
In the video of the incident, Kinsey is heard telling officers that he is unarmed. Authorities said Officer 
Jonathon Aledda was behind a car 152 feet away when he shot Kinsey. 
 
Aledda has since been charged with attempted manslaughter and culpable negligence. 
 
A memo dated July 22, 2016, states that Hollant was asked by Chief Gary Eugene if he had witnessed the 
shooting, and he advised that he had not.  
 
"Evidence later collected during the administrative review process revealed that Commander Hollant to 
have been present prior, during and after the shooting incident," the memo said. "Given the belief that 
Commander Hollant was not a witness to the incident, he was neither interviewed by the Investigative 
Section in a timely manner, nor separated as the other witness officers were at the scene."  
 
The memo goes on to say that due to the evidence collected, an internal affairs case was opened in 
order to follow up on allegations of obstructing an investigation.  
 
On Wednesday, a letter was sent to Hollant about the investigation and the department's intent to 
terminate him. The letter  said that the allegation was found to be sustained through the investigation.  
 
"The Disposition Panel deemed your statements to be 'contradictory to statements made by other 
officers at the scene,'" the letter said. "Based on testimony by North Miami law enforcement personnel 
and radio transmissions, the panel determined that you were at the scene prior, during and after the 
shooting."  
 
During his internal investigation interview, Eugene stated, "The commander completely lied to me," the 
letter said.  
 
Dozens of interviews were conducted with officers and witnesses during the course of the investigation, 
including Kinsey.  
 
Hollant is allowed to have a hearing before he is fired, North Miami officials said. 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/north-miami-commander-to-be-fired-in-relation-to-charles-kinsey-shooting
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/north-miami-commander-to-be-fired-in-relation-to-charles-kinsey-shooting

