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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Woman dragged through courthouse gets $30,000 in lawsuit settlement, her lawyer says 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-dragging-case-settlement-finale-20170530-
story.html 
 
STORY: The case of the mentally ill woman who was dragged across a courthouse hallway by a Broward 
sheriff's detention deputy was settled for $30,000, her attorney said. 
 
David Frankel, the attorney representing Dasyl Rios, said he received the check Tuesday. “It’s just a 
terrible incident, and I hope that something good comes out of it,” he said. 
 
A spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff’s Office could not be immediately reached for comment late 
Tuesday. 
 
In the Feb. 23, 2015, incident that made national headlines, Rios was seen on cellphone video being 
dragged by the shackles around her ankles by Christopher Johnson, a detention deputy. She was heard 
screaming, “You're hurting me!” 
 
Woman dragged through courthouse agrees to settle lawsuit with Sheriff's Office, lawyer says 
Bill Gelin, a defense lawyer who runs the JAABlog courthouse news and gossip site, recorded the 
footage. 
 
At the time, Rios was 28 years old and had been diagnosed with “significant mental illness,” according to 
her lawsuit. She was arrested in December 2014 on a cocaine possession charge at a Deerfield Beach 
motel. 
 
She wanted to speak to her mother who was in the back of the courtroom, but she was directed outside, 
where she sat on a bench. 
 
According to the lawsuit, the deputy demanded she get up, and when she refused, he grabbed the leg 
shackles binding her ankles, pulled her off the bench onto the floor and began dragging her down the 
hallway. 
 
The deputy dragged Rios about 300 feet, or the length of a football field, according to the suit. Frankel 
wrote the deputy’s “actions were inhumane, and intolerable in a civilized society.” 
 
Rios pleaded with Johnson to stop, the cellphone recording shows. 
 
After a yearlong investigation, the State Attorney's Office declined to prosecute Johnson, finding his 
actions fell within legally permissible use of force under the circumstances. Johnson was given a written 
reprimand after an internal investigation by the Sheriff's Office. 
 
The deputy stopped at least twice “to provide her with the opportunity to get up and walk," the 
prosecutor wrote in his February 2016 report. “Both times, Rios refused and continued to scream.” 
 
Frankel said Rios has moved away from Florida, and “she’s doing OK.” 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-dragging-case-settlement-finale-20170530-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: ‘Shop At Your Own Risk’: In Contract Fight With Pembroke Pines, Police Union Puts Up Signs 
At Mall 
BYLINE: Carey Codd 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/05/30/shop-at-your-own-risk-in-contract-fight-with-pembroke-
pines-police-union-puts-up-signs-at-mall/ 
 
STORY: PEMBROKE PINES (CBSMiami) – It was a strange sight for shoppers and diners at the Shops at 
Pembroke Gardens on Friday evening — a sign informing them that the Pembroke Pines Police 
Department is understaffed and customers are shopping and dining at their own risk. 
 
Jeff Marano is president of the Broward County Police Benevolent Association, the union that represents 
police officers in Pembroke Pines. 
 
Contract negotiations have been going on between the police union and the city for months. 
 
Marano put up the sign, he said, in hopes of sending a clear message. 
 
“It was meant to shock the public and let the public know that Pembroke Pines, the city of, continues to 
play this shell game with people and telling everybody that it’s OK and the police are happy and that’s 
not true,” Marano said. 
 
Marano says the police department has at least 20 openings in a department of about 240 and needs 
more officers on the streets. He says Pines offers one of the lowest starting salaries for officers in 
Broward County. 
 
“The overwhelming consensus we’re getting from people in personnel, is that they can’t hire people 
because of the low pay,” Marano said. 
 
Marano believes it’s disingenuous for the city to cry poor when they recently opened a multi-million 
dollar city hall complex. 
 
“We had negotiations there,” he explained. “You walk into a $50 million dollar building and they tell you 
they’re broke. It just doesn’t add up.” 
 
Pembroke Pines Vice-Mayor Angelo Castillo is pushing back on the sign’s message. 
 
“Beyond any contract negotiations, wherever you go in Pembroke Pines, you’re going to be safe,” 
Castillo said. “We have more police officers on the street today than we did last and we had more last 
year than the year before and crime is down this year about 1%.” 
 
Castillo said the city’s police chief told him that the force is well staffed and that residents have nothing 
to fear. 
 

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/05/30/shop-at-your-own-risk-in-contract-fight-with-pembroke-pines-police-union-puts-up-signs-at-mall/
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/05/30/shop-at-your-own-risk-in-contract-fight-with-pembroke-pines-police-union-puts-up-signs-at-mall/
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Castillo said he cannot comment directly on the contract negotiations which he admits have dragged on 
longer than normal. 
 
However, he said he hopes there’s a positive outcome for everyone involved. 
 
“We’re gonna find a good deal for police and fire and for the taxpayer in Pembroke Pines,” he said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Steak 'n Shake waitress drops cocaine into police deputy's drink 
BYLINE: Jeff Tavss 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/weird-news/steak-n-shake-waitress-drops-cocaine-into-police-
deputys-drink 
 
STORY: HIXSON, Tenn. - A Steak 'n Shake waitress was arrested after adding a little something extra to a 
law enforcement officer's order. 
 
Police responded to the burger joint in Hixson, Tennessee after an off-duty sheriff's deputy found a 
small bag of cocaine in his drink. 
 
WTVC reports surveillance footage shows Jekjevea Monchell Yearby dropping the cocaine in Deputy Rick 
Wolfe's drink as she was taking his order. 
 
Yearby later admitted the drugs were hers and that she accidentally dropped them from her waitress 
book into the drink. 
 
WRCB adds police found a second bag of cocaine in Yearby's bra. 
 
Yearby was arrested and charged with assault, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a 
controlled substance. 

https://www.local10.com/news/weird-news/steak-n-shake-waitress-drops-cocaine-into-police-deputys-drink
https://www.local10.com/news/weird-news/steak-n-shake-waitress-drops-cocaine-into-police-deputys-drink

