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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward approves replacement of aging police radio system 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-public-safety-radio-system-20170522-
story.html 
 
STORY: Broward County’s aging public safety radio system that has been plagued with static and 
sporadic outages will be replaced for $59.5 million. 
 
During the response to the January shootings at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, 
county officials said the radio system was overloaded by the crush of officers trying to use it, which 
delayed communications and left some officers only able to listen in. 
 
Police and fire officials have complained about instances when communications have been severed 
between dispatchers and first responders, or there’s been static that can make it difficult to understand 
what’s being said. 
 
The current system is more than 25 years old and considered at its “end of life.” 
 
The new system, approved Tuesday by county commissioners, won’t be ready to use until the end of 
2018. The price includes $30.4 million for the Motorola P25 system, $26.4 million for support 
maintenance for 20 years, $2.5 million for optional services and $200,000 for additional training. 
 
The new system will improve communications within the county and will increase capabilities of 
communicating with federal, state and neighboring agencies. 
 
“This system will be used by all public safety responders, police and fire,” Assistant County 
Administrator Alphonso Jefferson said. Many local departments have already been upgrading their 
radios to be compatible with the P25 system. 
 
The purchase is the latest move in the county’s efforts to bring its three-year-old regional dispatch 
system into the modern age. 
 
In March, the county began using a new $4.3 million computer-aided dispatch system, which provides 
increased capabilities to manage incidents and share information. 
 
The new system replaced another 23-year-old “end-of-life” system and is better able to update first 
responders with critical information as they are heading out to emergencies. 
 
It also has future technological capabilities that aren’t being used currently, such as the ability to accept 
video from emergency scenes or from callers, or identifying the closest response vehicle to an 
emergency — for instance, an ambulance that just happens to be passing nearby on the way back from 
another call. 
 
Other commission items on Tuesday included: 
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Port Everglades expansion. Commissioners approved a $437.5 million contract with Moss/Kiewit for a 
port expansion that will allow the berthing of at least five additional cargo vessels in the Southport 
section of the port. Completion of the project is expected to be in phases between June 2019 and March 
2022. 
 
New sheriff helicopters. Commissioners authorized the sheriff to spend $10 million to purchase two new 
helicopters, replacing ones made in 1999 and 2002. The new helicopters will be used for law 
enforcement purposes. Two other older helicopters the department already owns will be designated for 
emergency medical situations and airlifts. The sheriff also received approval to buy a new $2 million 
mobile command-post vehicle. 
 
Hollywood North Beach Park purchase. The commission authorized staff to pursue the purchase of a 
nearby single-family home for expansion of the park. The lot is at 4000 North Surf Road. The property is 
in foreclosure with a public auction set for May 30. The commission will allow staff to participate in the 
auction if a sales agreement isn’t reached prior to the auction. 
 
More taxis. The commission is increasing the number of taxi certificates by 125. The certificates will go 
to drivers with at least five years of experience in the county. Fifty of the new certificates are restricted 
to wheelchair-accessible vehicles. Each of those certificates will be paired with an unrestricted, bonus 
certificate to encourage drivers to provide the taxis needed for disabled customers. Commissioners also 
said another 25 certificates can be issued unrelated to the wheelchair-accessibility goal, hoping that 
drivers who don’t have to pay taxi companies will have an easier time competing against services such 
as Uber and Lyft. 
 
Transportation cards for disabled. Commissioners approved the issuance of up to 150 transportation 
cards for disabled people that will allow them to use a taxi or Uber instead of arranging transportation 
through the county’s paratransit division. The cards cover the cost up to $15 a trip. People with the 
cards will also be able to get service on demand. Currently, they must call a day ahead to book a trip in a 
county vehicle. 
 
New auditor. Commissioners approved a contract with Robert Melton to be the county auditor starting 
June 12. Melton will earn $223,646 annually, which was the ending salary of former auditor Evan Lukic. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Broward judge accused of showering campaign manager with lucrative appointments 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/local-10-investigates/broward-judge-accused-of-showering-
campaign-manager-with-lucrative-appointments 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD, Fla. - Broward County Judge Claudia Robinson won her seat on the bench by a 
razor-thin margin in 2014, scraping out a victory over incumbent Ian Richards by a mere 541 votes out of 
more than 360,000 votes cast. 
 
It was a huge victory, not only for the vastly outspent and unknown Robinson, but also for her good 
friend and campaign consultant Michael Ahearn, who said the victory was his signature victory as 
longtime political operative.  
 
"I had a significant role in the campaign," said Ahearn, an attorney who wasn't paid for his work from 
Robinson's campaign account. 
 
Since her election, though, it's Robinson, using her official powers as judge, who has been helping out 
Ahearn.  
 
Court records show that out of 299 appointments that she gave to attorneys to mediate civil cases 
before her, 247 of them went to her campaign consultant. 
 
That's 83 percent of the cases, and they led to tens of thousands of dollars going into Ahearn's pockets. 
 
"Is this favoritism towards your campaign manager?" Local 10 News investigative reporter Bob Norman 
asked Robinson in her courtroom. 
 
"Absolutely not," said Robinson, who didn't dispute the numbers but said she couldn't confirm them 
either. 
 
Norman asked if the number was "250 out of 300, roughly?" 
 
"Again, I'm not stipulating to that figure," said Robinson. "Have I given (Ahearn) mediations, appointed 
mediations? Absolutely. Have I appointed mediations to a plethora of other mediators? Absolutely, as 
well."  
 
"And that's not as payment for his work on your campaign?" asked Norman. 
 
"No," Robinson said. 
 
If such an arrangement  existed, it would be illegal. Florida law makes it a third-degree felony for 
political candidates to promise appointments in exchange for campaign support.   
 
"There is absolutely no promise that was made to Mr. Ahearn," said Robinson. "There were no promises 
that I made to anybody as part of my campaign." 
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Ahearn denied there was any prearranged deal as well. 
 
"I don't know whether it was favoritism or not," he said.  
 
"You never had any type of conversation with Judge Robinson about getting these types of 
recommendations/appointments?" asked Norman. 
 
"Never," answered Ahearn. 
 
"They just happened?" asked Norman.  
 
"No. They just happened," he said.  
 
Ahearn countered that because litigants can disregard the judge's order and choose another attorney to 
mediate, he doesn't believe the law applies in this case. 
 
"Just because my name is on 250 orders doesn't mean I did 250 mediations," he said. 
 
Of those 247 appointments, Ahearn mediated about 180 of them, which at $250 an hour and a 
minimum of an hour for each, comes out to about $45,000 in business for the lawyer. 
 
"Did I help her get elected? Absolutely," said Ahearn. "Have I received this as some kind of 
compensation for that? Absolutely not." 
 
He said neither he nor Robinson knew what kind of cases she would be assigned during the campaign, 
making a quid pro quo impossible. 
 
"All I can say is that there was never a promise," he said. 


