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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Dramatic rescues highlighted at EMS appreciation breakfast 
BYLINE: Adam Sacasa 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-cardiac-arrest-life-saving-20170522-story.html 
 
STORY: Patrick Hanrahan nearly died one morning in January when his wife found him in bed, gasping 
for air. Hanrahan doesn’t remember a deputy running in to perform CPR or the paramedics getting him 
to the emergency room. 
 
Despite his doctor saying he had less than a 10 percent chance of surviving, Hanrahan, 65, of Deerfield 
Beach, woke up after almost a week in a medically induced coma. He wouldn’t leave the hospital until 
about two months later. 
 
On Monday, former Broward Sheriff’s deputy and former Broward Police Benevolent Association 
president, who retired from both in 2012, got a chance to thank some of the people who saved his life at 
the 24th Annual EMS Recognition Awards Breakfast Monday morning at Broward Health North. 
 
“Even when your surgeon says it’s a miracle that you’re walking, I can’t believe it,” he said. “Thank God 
they saved my life. What more can you do? I’m here.” 
 
The event helps kick off National EMS week and features paramedics from agencies across the county 
being awarded for their life-saving work. 
 
Evan Boyar, the Emergency Department Medical Director at the hospital said the hospital gets about 
65,000 patients a year of which 25 percent of paramedics bring in. 
 
Among those recognized at the event were a group of Lighthouse Point Fire Rescue paramedics who 
rescued Michael Adler, a 25-year-old who had been in a serious motorcycle crash. Paramedics were only 
at the crash for a minute before getting him to the hospital in about five minutes. 
 
Paramedics from Pompano Beach were recognized for saving a 17-year-old girl who tried to commit 
suicide when she was hit by a Tri-Rail train but survived and was trapped under the train. 
 
Paramedic of the year was awarded to Captain David Greenstein of Tamarac Fire Rescue for his 
leadership, ongoing education and numerous other qualities. He also saved and performed CPR on a 
retired police officer who had collapsed at a hotel while on vacation and wasn’t breathing. 
 
Among those recognized were Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue Lieutenant David Blue and several other 
paramedics who helped rescue Hanrahan. 
 
The call happened around 1:30 a.m. on January 15. Blue arrived at Hanrahan’s Deerfield Beach home to 
find a deputy performing CPR on Hanrahan. 
 
“His heart was not beating,” Blue said. “He was in a rhythm called ventricular fibrillation where the heart 
is not working as it should. It’s just shaking pretty much. It’s not getting any blood or oxygen to the rest 
of the body.” 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-cardiac-arrest-life-saving-20170522-story.html
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His cardiologist, Dr. Andre Landau, opened up Hanrahan’s artery and cooled his brain to prevent damage 
from the loss of oxygen. 
 
“His survival was miraculous,” Landau said. “It’s always great to have a survivor come through 
unscathed.” 
 
The successful outcome for Hanrahan coincides with an effort by Broward Health North to increase 
survival rates of cardiac arrest victims. 
 
“This is something we’re trying to improve, using best practices and training, public outreach, to engage 
the community, learning CPR, using the 911 system and [automated external defibrillator] to hopefully 
increase the survival rates of cardiac arrest victims,” Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue spokesman Mike 
Jachles said. 
 
He said it’s typically not the case that a cardiac arrest victim walks out of the hospital without any brain 
damage or other problems. 
 
After going through what he did, Hanrahan said he has a new perspective on life. 
 
He’s staying active by going on walks, riding his bike and watching what he eats, he said. 
 
“It’s a heck of a way to lose 30 pounds but it was worth it,” Hanrahan said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Parkland picks ex-Miramar manager as new boss 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-manager-robert-payton-20170519-
story.html 
 
STORY: Parkland city commissioners knew Robert Payton faced controversies in his last job, but still 
consider him an experienced leader. 
 
They voted Friday afternoon to hire him as Parkland’s new city manager. 
 
As Miramar’s city manager years ago, he oversaw a city during a period of high growth, was “fiscally 
responsible” and “seemed to be a good leader for his staff,” Mayor Christine Hunschofsky said. 
 
“I always [wanted] somebody who was a seasoned and experienced city manager who understands 
Broward County,” she said. “He had very good recommendations from people who worked with him and 
for him previously.” 
 
Payton grew up in Miramar and started his 36-year career with the city as a garbage man, working his 
way up to city manager in 2001. Payton retired in 2013, with a total benefits package worth $2.4 million. 
 
Miramar drew headlines before Payton left and also when he departed: 
 

• In 2010, former Commissioner Fitzroy Salesman was convicted of bribery and extortion for 
taking $3,340 from undercover agents in exchange for steering Miramar contracts to them. 
Payton, who was secretly recorded in 2006 when Salesman introduced him to one of the agents, 
testified in federal court he was scared and hired a criminal defense attorney. His lawyer told 
him he did nothing illegal, and prosecutors didn’t charge Payton with any crime. 

• As Payton retired, city employees complained that Payton hired his brother and favored other 
relatives. It drew an outcry from residents who said the city should avoid nepotism. 

 
In the years before he retired, Paynton had retained support from commissioners. During his tenure, the 
city grew from 65,000 residents to more than 123,000 residents, his resume said. 
 
In an interview Friday, Payton said, “There were hundreds of accomplishments but there were miscues. 
Not everything was perfect and I shared that with the commissioners, and I take full responsibility for all 
of it.” 
 
Parkland city manager announces plans to leave, asks for separation deal 
Hunschofsky said the commission was aware of the controversies, but “his strengths outweighed 
anything else,” she said. 
 
Payton replaces Parkland City Manager Caryn Gardner-Young, who asked for a separation agreement in 
October. The Parkland commission didn’t like any of the 88 choices when it asked for applicants and 
sent its recruiter back for a second round, which included 68 names such as Daniel Alfonso, the city 
manager of Miami. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-manager-robert-payton-20170519-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-parkland-manager-robert-payton-20170519-story.html
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Payton, now 58, said he was ready to retire from Miramar, spurred in part by a home video he was 
watching at the time that had been taken about seven years earlier. 
 
His daughter, then about 7, narrated into the camera: “This is my dad, it’s dad’s birthday but he’s on the 
phone with work.” 
 
Payton gets choked up when he talks about it. 
 
“There I was in the background, talking on the phone. It stuck with me. It was beyond time” to retire, he 
said. 
 
But he said now was the right time to get back into city management after his hiatus. His two children 
are older and he wants back into City Hall. 
 
“Service is in my blood,” he said. “I have a passion,” and Parkland is the right city to start anew, he said. 
 
Payton moved to Parkland about three years ago, a home in “the middle of nowhere” where his sales 
agent took him. 
 
“My entire career has been focused on managing development,” he said. “When I was here, it was [like 
a] garden getting ready to blossom. I saw the cranes, it was like a fresh start for me.” 
 
He will now begin contract discussion with the Parkland city attorney. Gardner-Young’s annual salary 
was $203,643.96. In Miramar, Payton earned $208,000 a year, and he now receives an annual pension 
benefit of $110,593.72. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward teachers to Gov. Scott: veto the education bill 
BYLINE: Caitlin R. McGlade 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-teachers-protest-education-bill-20170522-
story.html 
 
STORY: Broward teachers added their voices to those calling on Gov. Rick Scott to veto an education bill 
they say favors charter schools. 
 
Several teachers in the Broward Teachers Union criticized the bill during a job fair Monday designed to 
attract people to work at Broward schools. The district needs to hire about 1,100 to 1,200 teachers for 
the next academic year, said Susan Rockelman, director of Broward County schools talent acquisition. 
 
The bill would exacerbate the district’s struggle to hire and retain high-quality teachers, educators said. 
 
“They’re recruiting here to ‘teach by the beach,’” said Kenny Minchew, a teacher at West Pine Middle in 
Sunrise. “If they don’t raise salaries, they’re going to be sleeping on the beach.” 
 
Most Broward teachers will receive at least a 4 percent raise or higher, but Superintendent Robert 
Runcie has said he can only do so much with limited state funding. 
 
Florida allots $7,200 per student. The national average is more than $11,000, Runcie said. 
 
If Scott signs the $419 million bill, Florida would have the lowest funding for traditional public schools 
since the start of the Great Recession in 2007-08, according to the teachers union. 
 
“In my school, there are teachers moving to North Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina … when I ask why 
they are leaving, they say I can’t afford to stay here,” said Liliana Ruido, a teacher at Sea Castle 
Elementary in Miramar. 
 
As teachers flee classrooms, thousands of students wait for permanent instructor 
The bill would grant $140 million to charter schools to open in neighborhoods where the traditional 
public school received Ds or Fs three years in a row. In addition, charters would be able to take property 
taxes designated for public school maintenance and construction. 
 
The 278-page bill passed 73 to 36 in the House but narrowly in the Senate — 20 to 18. 
 
Palm Beach County and Broward County school officials urged Scott not to sign the bill earlier this 
month. Scott is facing pressure from across the state and is waiting for the Legislature to send it to him. 
 
In addition to steering millions of dollars to charter schools, the bill would expand a controversial bonus 
program and a scholarship program that students with disabilities can use to attend private schools. 
 
It also includes many other provisions, including requiring that traditional schools give recess to 
elementary students 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-teachers-protest-education-bill-20170522-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-teachers-protest-education-bill-20170522-story.html
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House Speaker Richard Corcoran said the “schools of hope” program — which encourages charters to 
enter challenging areas — would help students who have been left to “languish in chronically under-
performing schools.” 
 
He and other House leaders say those campaigning against the bill are interested in preserving the 
status quo, not providing reforms that will help students, respond to parent concerns and offer good 
teachers extra money. They also said the budget is an increase from last year and provides bonuses to 
all good teachers. 
 
Leslie Mitchell, who teaches kids with disabilities at Fairway Elementary, said diverting funds from 
traditional schools is discriminatory against the kids who charter schools don’t take. 
 
Unlike district schools, charters do not have to accept all students. 
 
Palm Beach schools urge parents to ask governor to veto education bill 
The bill would offer opportunities for educators to get pay boosts. It would expand the Best and 
Brightest Teacher Scholarship Program, which rewards highly effective teachers for their old ACT or SAT 
scores. The revisions lower the score requirements in 2021, allow “best and brightest” teachers to earn 
$6,000 bonuses this year and allow principals to earn bonuses of $4,000 or $5,000. 
 
But longtime Broward teacher Joan King said that discriminates against people who may not have taken 
the tests or may not have access to their test scores, such as if they took them a long time ago. 
 
Even some who can get the bonus aren’t pleased. Leslie Fox, a 25-year-old Coral Cove Elementary 
teacher, said she’d rather have a dependable salary increase instead of a bonus that she is not 
guaranteed for years to come. 
 
“I have to depend on my parents still. I can’t travel or do things for myself because I put a lot of my 
funds back into my classroom,” Fox said. “I’ve put in so much work and so much effort and then other 
people and all my friends who didn’t go to school can afford to live at [their own] home and I cannot.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Miami officer shoots man at home where wife found stabbed 
BYLINE: Charles Rabin 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article152079482.html 
 
STORY: A Miami police officer shot a man early Tuesday morning after a confrontation at a home where 
the man's wife was found stabbed and bleeding. 
 
The condition of the man the police shot and his wife was not immediately available. 
 
Miami police said the officer was threatened after arriving at the home at Northwest 36th Avenue and 
Flagler Street at 1 a.m. 
 
The officer fired twice and the man was struck once in the shoulder, Deputy Police Chief Luis Cabrera 
told reporters. The woman is in critical condition. 
 
The call went out as a domestic violence incident. 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article152079482.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: First Responders Honored After Saving Life of Retired BSO Deputy 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-
BSO-Deputy-423661904.html 
 
STORY: A group of local first responders were honored Monday for saving a retired Broward Sheriff's 
Office deputy's life. 
 
Patrick Hanrahan, 65, went into cardiac arrest at home in the early morning hours of January 15th and 
had to be rushed to Broward Health North Medical Center. 
 
"To tell you the truth, I don't really remember seeing them when I was here, but to come back and not 
see them," Hanrahan said "When your surgeon says it's a miracle you're walking, you can't believe it." 
Lieutenant David Blue was one of the first rescuers to show up at Hanrahan's house to help save his life. 
 
"He was unresponsive, not breathing, pulse less," Blue said. 
 
The retired Broward deputy and former Police Benevolent Association president suffered what's called 
the widowmaker heart attack-- usually caused by coronary artery disease-- and deadly in more than 90 
percent of patients. 
 
"We have very few of these out of hospital cardiac arrests that survive, and so to bring somebody back 
to normal after sudden death is very gratifying," said Hanrahan's cardiologist Dr. Andre Landau. 
 
Hanrahan spent two months in the hospital, but now he's walking, talking, and sharing a laugh. 
 
"It was a heck of a way to lose thirty pounds, but it was worth it," Hanrahan said. 
 
And only four months after his near-death experience, he says he sees survival as a gift. 
 
"It gives you a whole new perspective on life, the little things don't matter anymore." Hanrahan said. 
  

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-BSO-Deputy-423661904.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-BSO-Deputy-423661904.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Miami Police Shoot Man Who Stabbed Ex-Wife, Confronted Officer on Busy Street Overnight 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-
BSO-Deputy-423661904.html 
 
STORY: A Miami man was taken to the hospital after being shot by a Miami Police officer – after he 
allegedly stabbed his ex-wife in the middle of Flagler Street overnight. 
 
Officers responded to the scene near 36th Court after reports of a domestic incident. Once there, they 
found a woman stabbed multiple times in the middle of the street. She was rushed to Ryder Trauma 
Center and is said to be in very critical condition. 
 
Miami Police Deputy Chief Luis Cabrera said the man who stabbed the victim, later identified as her ex-
husband, fled the scene and later returned in a car – where he crashed into a Miami Police vehicle.  
Cabrera told media members the man came out of the car with a knife and went after an officer, who 
shot him in the shoulder. 
 
That man was taken to the hospital in stable condition. Officials say the two had divorced just last week 
and have a teenage daughter. No other details were released. 
 
Flagler Street was closed for several hours during the investigation before re-opening shortly after 6 
a.m., while West 36th avenue remains closed between Flagler Street and SW 2nd Street. 
  

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-BSO-Deputy-423661904.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/First-Responders-Honored-After-Saving-Life-of-Retired-BSO-Deputy-423661904.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Retired BSO deputy reunites with paramedics who rescued him 
BYLINE: Brandon Beyer 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/retired-bso-deputy-reunites-with-paramedics-who-rescued-him/ 
 
STORY: DEERFIELD BEACH, FLA. (WSVN) - A retired Broward Sheriff’s Office deputy who suffered a 
massive heart attack reunited with the paramedics who saved his life in a special ceremony. 
 
Patrick Hanrahan shook the hands of the first responders who saved his life, Monday. Hanrahan suffered 
a massive heart attack in his sleep back in January. 
 
He then woke up in the hospital two months later. 
 
“I really have no memory of this happening to me and probably until the last couple weeks of the 
hospital stay. I finally remember people,” Hanrahan said. 
 
The paramedics performed CPR on Hamrahan until he got to the hospital where doctors put him into a 
medically-induced coma and chilled his body to 32 degrees to save his brain. Then, they slowly warmed 
him over the course of two days in a life-saving procedure. 
 
“When your surgeon says, ‘It’s a miracle you’re walking,’ you can’t believe it,” Hamrahan said. 
 
Hamrahan said the event was a chance to say thank you to the paramedics who saved him. “Thank God, 
I mean they saved my life. What more can you do? I’m here,” he said. 
 
“He is now going to be able to continue in his retirement and being able to spend time with his family is 
an awesome feeling,” said Lt. David Blue of Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue. 
 
Experts said it’s extremely rare to survive full cardiac arrest outside of a hospital setting, thus making 
Hamrahan’s survival that much more amazing. 
 
An additional group of paramedics was honored in the ceremony for saving a woman who was stuck 
under a train in Pompano Beach in December. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/retired-bso-deputy-reunites-with-paramedics-who-rescued-him/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Stabbing investigation leads to police-involved shooting in Miami 
BYLINE: Natalie Morera 
 
LINK: https://www.local10.com/news/crime/stabbing-investigation-leads-to-police-involved-shooting-
in-miami 
 
STORY: MIAMI - An investigation into a stabbing led to a police-involved shooting early Tuesday morning 
in Miami. 
 
The shooting happened after officers received a call about 10 p.m. Monday about a woman who had 
been stabbed in the abdomen at a home near Southwest 36th Avenue and West Flagler Street. 
 
"It was a savage attack," Miami Police Deputy Chief Luis Cabrera said. 
 
Miami police said the suspect drove his car into an officer's patrol cruiser that was parked hours after 
the initial call. 
 
Police said the suspect got out of the car while holding a large knife and confronted one of the officers. 
Police said the officer fired his gun twice, shooting the suspect in the shoulder. 
 
"These are unfortunate incidents that occur," Cabrera said. "It's being investigated by Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement to ensure it's a thorough investigation and it's a fair investigation." 
 
The suspect was taken to Jackson Memorial Hospital in stable condition. The woman who was stabbed 
was also taken to the hospital. Police said she was in critical condition with life-threatening injuries.  
 
The officer was not hurt. The investigation is ongoing. 

https://www.local10.com/news/crime/stabbing-investigation-leads-to-police-involved-shooting-in-miami
https://www.local10.com/news/crime/stabbing-investigation-leads-to-police-involved-shooting-in-miami

