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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Old Central Courthouse to close main entrance 
BYLINE: Brian Ballou 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-old-central-courthouse-20170427-story.html 
 
STORY: The Old Central Courthouse opened its doors in 1928 but come May 1, the main entrance will 
close as the court system moves into new digs. 
 
Visitors to the judicial complex in downtown Fort Lauderdale will be able to access the courthouse only 
through the new west wing tower or the third floor rotunda in the east wing. Through the main 
entrance will be closed, visitors will be able to exit from it. 
 
The old courthouse is slated for demolition, and the new facility, the Broward County Judicial Complex, 
opened in January. The buildings are next to each other. For three months, operations have gradually 
moved to the new building. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-old-central-courthouse-20170427-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Crumbling Broward Courthouse Finally Closing 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/crumbling-broward-courthouse-finally-closing/ 
 
STORY: Today is the last day to enter the old Broward County Courthouse through its main entrance as 
contractors prepare to tear it down. 
 
It’s about time! 
 
The continued use of that crumbling building for decades past its use-by date is another testimony to 
how government works. 
 
Or doesn’t work. 
 
Broward County Commissioners tut-tutted about the problem for decades until then-Broward Mayor 
Stacy Ritter made a new courthouse a priority roughly eight years ago. Ritter — She is now the county’s 
tourism director — created a Courthouse Task Force and then rammed the long-delayed idea through. 
 
Instead of a replacement, commissioners before Ritter used a Band-Aid approach to the Courthouse 
problems. 
 
The last major work on the courthouse was in the early 1990s, almost a generation ago. It was an era 
when there were less judges, less cases and less paperwork. Before the 1990s, the courthouse additions 
were built in 1970 and 1972. 
 
In the 1990s, additions were sutured on the soon-to-close central courthouse building — a new criminal 
courts building on the north and a renovated eastern courthouse wing. 
 
What was new then is old now. 
 
The criminal courts building leaks and the eastern building is shabby. The older central courthouse 
building finally being demolished in is even worse shape. 
 
Lawsuits allege it is a moldy building that sickens courthouse workers. 
The lawsuit allegations are no surprise to me. The building was already a dump when I was a cub 
reporter. 
 
Tearing down the old state courthouse and replacing it is just a start. The leaky Federal Courthouse at 
NE Third Avenue and East Broward Boulevard also is circling the drain. 
 
I covered the dedication of that federal building in 1979. It was an exercise in poor construction coupled 
with faulty social engineering. 
 
The courthouse was built with large expanses of open space to cut down on the energy costs, a social 
goal of the Jimmy Carter Administration. No one in Washington considered whether courthouse folks 
wearing business suits would congregate in an open-air plaza facing south in soggy South Florida. 

http://www.browardbeat.com/crumbling-broward-courthouse-finally-closing/
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If judges, lawyers and others went inside to get out of the sun, they soon found out that the Federal 
Courthouse leaked. A lot. 
 
Because of construction mistakes, some courtrooms and office have stripped out rugs and are today 
filled with buckets. 
 
The Federal Courthouse desperately needs replacement, but where is the money going to come from? 
Downtown Fort Lauderdale business leaders believe a public/private partnership can construct a new 
building. Typical for government, that idea has percolated for years. 
 
Don’t despair, bureaucrats and electeds say. Government doesn’t work like business, they say. It takes 
years to cobble together a consensus, track down the money, find the low bidders and start 
construction. 
 
Case in point is the last state courthouse addition. 
 
Michael A. Shiff – He was the go-to government architect in the Broward’s booming 1980s — first 
drafted a master plan that proposed the existing criminal courts building in 1983. The courthouse 
addition was completed in 1994. 
 
So lawyers and judges don’t hold your breath. Cross your fingers. You’ll get a new Federal 
Courthouse….someday. 
 
Me, I’m still waiting for a Broward Convention Center hotel. It was first promised in 1980. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Hollywood Police honor fallen officers 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/hollywood-police-honor-fallen-officers/ 
 
STORY: HOLLYWOOD, FLA. (WSVN) - The Hollywood Police Department honored officers who have died 
in the line of duty, Thursday afternoon. 
 
The department held the memorial service at their headquarters, paying tribute to six officers and a K-9. 
 
Family members and fellow officers came together to remember them. 
 
“Today’s about remembrance,” Chief Tomas Sanchez said. “It’s about honoring those people that have 
given selflessly, made the ultimate sacrifice — their lives — in the pursuit of justice, to protect us all.” 
 
Today’s ceremony services included a flag presentation, gun salute and flyover. 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/hollywood-police-honor-fallen-officers/

