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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Sheriff's Office remembers fallen colleagues 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-fallen-bso-memorial-20170426-story.html 
 
STORY: A 21-gun salute echoed over the courtyard of the Broward Sheriff’s headquarters Wednesday in 
tribute to those who lost their lives doing their duty in the past 99 years. 
 
Sitting among three generations of families of the 32 fallen during BSO’s annual memorial service was 
Thelma Billings of Roseville, Calif. 
 
Like the others in a group they never wanted to belong to, a mourning ribbon fell along her chest. In her 
hands was a rose bouquet. 
 
“It’s been 14 years,” Billings said of the death of her son, Deputy Philip Billings, who was 25 on April 6, 
2003. That night, the deputy with 18 months on the job was working an off-duty security detail at a 
Cadillac dealer near Pompano Beach when he was shot in the head. 
 
“He was shot and killed by a boy his own age,” said Billings. “Two young men were stealing hubcaps and 
rims. He caught one boy but didn’t see the second, who shot him.” 
 
Her son had mentored a member of the gunman’s family, Billings said. 
 
“They both took their lives the morning of his funeral, in a murder-suicide,” she said. “Three boys lost 
their lives. Three mothers lost their sons. It’s so unnecessary.” 
 
In his remarks beneath an open white marquee, Broward Sheriff Scott Israel told the crowd about their 
loved ones, “True heroism is the urge to serve others at whatever cost. ...We’ll miss them forever.” 
 
Among the rituals of the morning: The Police Pipe & Drum Corps and the Black Pearl Pipes and Drums 
played the hymn “Amazing Grace.” Also, a bugler, Davie Police Officer David Haines, played taps; a BSO 
helicopter flew above the scene at 2601 W. Broward Blvd., and Fire Rescue Capt. Nichole Notte of the 
Honor Guard tolled a fire bell. 
 
Elected officials attending included Hollywood Vice Mayor Traci Callari and Broward County Clerk of 
Court Brenda Forman. A representative from the office of U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. was also 
present. 
 
The most recent fatality recognized Wednesday was Deputy Daniel Rivera, who was 32 when he died 
Sept. 21, 2013, in a single car crash along Interstate 95. 
 
The first death remembered was farmer and part-time Marshal John Clifton, who was 49 on March 7, 
1914, when he was shot while responding to a domestic violence call in what was then the City of Dania, 
according to BSO. The gunman was never caught. 
 
The occasion was also a reminder of the dangers facing BSO’s men and women who perform their jobs 
today. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-fallen-bso-memorial-20170426-story.html
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“I just hope and pray that no sheriff, including myself of Broward County, ever has to stand at another 
funeral and give another flag to the family,” Israel said. “I just hope and pray that Daniel Rivera is the 
last one that we lose in the line of duty.” 
 
The ceremony honored those lost from the ranks of law enforcement, fire rescue and the department of 
detention. 
 
Israel said the tradition of the memorial service is important, “Just to show we will never forget, to let 
the families know, another 199 years and we’ll still be holding these ceremonies. 
 
“And we’ll let the public know and we’ll let each other know that this is a brotherhood and a sisterhood, 
and we will never forget the men and women that gave the ultimate sacrifice to make others safe.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Shame! Florida Legislature Intent On Thwarting Voters On Medical Marijuana 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/shame-florida-legislature-intent-on-thwarting-voters-on-medical-
marijuana/ 
 
STORY: The current session of the Florida Legislature could be one of the worst in recent memory, as 
members frantically work to gut Constitutional Amendments passed by voters. 
 
The non-partisan anti-gerrymandering amendment was approved by 63 percent seven years ago. 
Lawmakers never liked it.  They never liked being unable to carve districts to guarantee their own re-
elections. So they have fought all session to water down the measure. 
 
The solar power amendment, passed by 73 percent last year? Bowing to the big campaign contributions 
from Florida Power & Light, lawmakers have worked to eviscerate it. 
 
But it is the very popular medical marijuana amendment that has run into perhaps the most trouble, 
despite being approved by 72 percent last year. 
 
Republican leaders have allowed the Drug Free America Foundation to literally write the rules governing 
medical marijuana. 
 
Yup, they lost at the polls with their outdated views. So a handful of conservative Republicans have 
decided to ignore the public. 
 
As this is written the law is still in flux. It appears that among provisions still being discussed are a 90-day 
waiting period for prescriptions along with other restrictive language that make it more difficult for 
patients to utilize the drug. 
 
State Rep. Katie Edwards, the Plantation Democrat who has been perhaps the Legislature’s most 
passionate advocate of medical marijuana, has had enough! 
 
During a recent House committee meeting, her voice broke (starting at around 2:30 in the video below) 
when talking about how she had to tell patients like her cousin that they faced more and more delays. 
 
“People are still waiting…I can’t keep apologizing,” Edwards told fellow House members. 
 
While medical marijuana was tied up in knots, the House has found time to pass a bill allowing 
superstores like Wal-Mart to sell liquor. Currently liquor stores in Florida must be separate entities with 
a separate entrance, but Wal-Mart has long sought to end that restriction. Publix and independent 
stores like ABC Liquor fought it. 
 
It is no surprise to anyone who has watched the dysfunctional Florida Legislature in action that House 
Speaker Richard Corcoran’s brother is a Wal-Mart lobbyist. 
 
That the House Speaker’s brother is allowed to lobby state lawmakers says everything you need to know 
about the Florida Legislature. 

http://www.browardbeat.com/shame-florida-legislature-intent-on-thwarting-voters-on-medical-marijuana/
http://www.browardbeat.com/shame-florida-legislature-intent-on-thwarting-voters-on-medical-marijuana/
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The only good news this session may be this:  Florida Legislature is due to adjourn next week. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: Miami Police Confirm Arrest Of One Of Their Own 
BYLINE: CBS Miami 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/04/27/miami-police-arrest-one-of-their-own/ 
 
STORY: MIAMI (CBSMiami) —  Miami Police have confirmed one of their own was arrested. 
 
Thursday morning, Miami Police Chief Rodolfo Llanes issued a statement on the arrest of Officer Alexi 
Figueroa. 
 
They said Figueroa’s arrest came after a joint investigation between Miami-Dade Police and the Miami-
Dade State Attorney’s Office. 
 
Officer Figueroa is now facing charges of false imprisonment and simple battery, Llanes said. 
 
Sources told CBS4 on Wednesday that the charges stemmed from an incident from nearly two years 
before. While he was off duty, but in uniform and in his police cruiser, a woman claims Figueroa pulled 
her over and then detained her, the source said. 
 
The source did not have more details about what happened during that detainment, but says the 
investigation started with Miami Police’s Internal Affairs unit. Something then made them decide to ask 
the Miami-Dade Police Department to investigate. 
 
The officer was relieved of duty with pay back in February of 2016 and will remain relieved of duty until 
the conclusion of the court case and an internal investigation. 
 
The President of the Miami Fraternal Order of Police Javier Ortiz released a statement on the matter 
Wednesday. 
 
“The Fraternal Order of Police is currently representing Officer Figueroa and he is looking forward to his 
day in court to be exonerated of these charges.” 
  

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2017/04/27/miami-police-arrest-one-of-their-own/
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Miami Police Officer, Once Honored For Heroism, Arrested and Charged With Battery and 
False Imprisonment 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Miami-Police-Officer-Arrested-Charged-With-Battery-and-
False-Imprisonment-420607364.html 
 
STORY: A Miami Police Department officer, who at one time was honored by the Governor of Florida for 
heroism, was arrested Thursday on several charges including false imprisonment and battery. 
 
Officer Alexi Figueroa was charged following an investigation by the Miami-Dade Police Department and 
the State Attorney’s Office. He also faces two counts of simple battery, according to a statement 
released from Miami Police Chief Rodolfo Llanes. 
 
Figueroa was relieved of duty with pay in February 2016 and will remain that way pending the outcome 
of his case and the department’s own investigation, Chief Llanes said. 
 
Further details of the case in question have not been released. 
 
In 2013, Figueroa was present the Medal of Heroism award from Gov. Rick Scott after, while he was off-
duty, stopping a man who was shooting at a Miami-Dade supermarket. 
  

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Miami-Police-Officer-Arrested-Charged-With-Battery-and-False-Imprisonment-420607364.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Miami-Police-Officer-Arrested-Charged-With-Battery-and-False-Imprisonment-420607364.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Broward sheriff honors slain deputies at ceremony 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-sheriff-honors-slain-deputies-at-ceremony/ 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. (WSVN) - The Broward Sheriff’s Office held a somber ceremony in 
honor of deputies who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
 
Broward Sheriff Scott Israel joined deputies and other BSO employees in Fort Lauderdale, Wednesday, 
to pay tribute to 32 members of the department who have died in the line of duty. BSO’s aviation unit 
flew overhead in their honor. 
 
“General Patton said, ‘Let’s not mourn the men that we’ve lost, but let’s thank God that these men 
lived,” said Israel, “and that’s what we are here to do today, to thank God that these men and women 
shared their lives with their communities.” 
 
Among those honored at the ceremony were BSO Sgt. Chris Reyka, Deputy Christopher Schaub and 
Deputy Daniel Rivera. 
  

http://wsvn.com/news/local/broward-sheriff-honors-slain-deputies-at-ceremony/
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Miami police officer arrested on charges of false imprisonment, simple battery 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/crime/miami-police-officer-arrested-on-charges-false-
imprisonment-simple-battery 
 
STORY: MIAMI - A Miami police officer has been arrested on charges of false imprisonment and simple 
battery. 
 
Miami Police Chief Rodolfo Llanes announced the arrest of Officer Alexi Figueroa in a statement 
Thursday. 
 
Llanes said Figueroa's arrest is the culmination of an investigation by the Miami-Dade Police Department 
and the state attorney's office. 
 
Figueroa was presented with the Medal of Heroism Award by Gov. Rick Scott in 2013 after he helped 
apprehend a gunman who was shooting in the direction of a supermarket where Figueroa, who was off 
duty, and his family were shopping. 
 
Llanes said Figueroa has been relieved of duty with pay since February 2016 and will remain suspended 
pending the outcome of the criminal charges and an internal investigation. 

http://www.local10.com/news/crime/miami-police-officer-arrested-on-charges-false-imprisonment-simple-battery
http://www.local10.com/news/crime/miami-police-officer-arrested-on-charges-false-imprisonment-simple-battery

