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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Sheriff's Office racks up almost 3,500 hours of overtime handling airport shooting 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-sheriff-overtime-airport-shooting-
20170327-story.html 
 
STORY: When alleged gunman Esteban Santiago opened fire at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport in January, the Broward Sheriff’s Office put in thousands of overtime hours. 
 
The cost of that overtime: $262,000. 
 
On Tuesday, Broward County commissioners approved an agreement with the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement to use a federal Justice Assistance Grant to cover those expenses. 
 
The money will pay for 559 Sheriff’s Office employees who worked 3,457 hours of overtime either on 
the day of the shooting or in the days immediately afterward. That averages to about six hours for each 
employee. 
 
The total covers the full overtime cost, including retirement and Social Security contributions. 
 
“It was a mammoth undertaking,” Sheriff Scott Israel said after the meeting. “We had 20,000 people to 
evacuate from the airport. It took us seven hours to clear the airport.” 
 
Santiago is accused of opening fire in the Terminal 2 baggage claim area and killing five people on Jan. 6. 
More than 30 people were injured in the panic that ensued as the airport was shut down and deputies 
responded to inaccurate reports of additional gunmen. 
 
The federal grant program in the state is administered through FDLE and it approved the use of available 
grant dollars to cover law enforcement overtime costs concerning the airport incident, FDLE spokesman 
Sterling Ivey said. 
 
"Due to the manpower required to apprehend the suspect, investigate the incident, secure the crime 
scene and render assistance to victims, many agencies incurred unexpected overtime costs that could 
not be budgeted for," Ivey said in a written response to questions from the Sun Sentinel. 
 
“Once applications are finalized at the local level and submitted to FDLE, the grants office will review 
and approve the sub-awards,” Ivey said. 
 
Other local law enforcement agencies are also eligible to seek reimbursement for the overtime costs 
they incurred from providing assistance to the county, Ivey said. Two agencies that responded to the 
airport shooting— the Miami-Dade and Plantation police departments — have already requested 
overtime costs through the grants. Those requests were for less than $10,000 each, Ivey said. 
 
"The interagency cooperation was something I had never seen before.It was an incredible day for 
Broward County in that respect," Israel said. 
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Federal grant money was also used last year to cover law enforcement overtime expenses related to the 
June 12 Pulse nightclub shootings in Orlando, where gunman Omar Mateen was killed by police after a 
rampage that killed 49 people and wounded 53. It was the worst mass shooting in modern U.S. history. 
 
Up to 10 law enforcement agencies received federal overtime assistance for their Pulse response and 
ensuing investigation, including $310,000 to the Orlando Police Department and $108,000 to the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office, Ivey said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Schools chief Runcie gets mixed results in review 
BYLINE: Caitlin R. McGlade 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-broward-superintendent-evualuation-20170328-
story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Superintendent Robert Runcie’s administration should be more transparent about the 
district’s troubled bond program, create better environments for teachers and improve student 
achievement, board members said in his mid-year evaluation. 
 
On the other hand, board members remarked that Runcie strives to improve student success, supports 
programs that develop well-rounded students and maintains visibility on a national and state level. 
 
Runcie joined Broward Public Schools in 2011. His initiatives have included bringing more digital tools to 
classrooms and reforming student discipline, according to the district. Under his lead, the district 
abolished its zero-tolerance policy for suspensions and expulsions and moved toward a more nuanced 
approach to behavioral issues. 
 
He has won several awards, including 2016 Florida Superintendent of the Year and 2015 Hispanic 
Serving Superintendent of the Year from the Association for Latino Administrators and Superintendents, 
according to the district. 
 
But his tenure has been wrought with controversy amid a stalled $800 million bond program and cries 
from teachers about hostile work environments. 
 
Promised repairs to deteriorating buildings have yet to begin years after voters approved the bond. 
Meanwhile, the project costs continue to grow. 
 
Board member Heather Brinkworth wrote in her review that she remains “extremely concerned 
regarding slow progress” on the bond construction projects. 
 
Several board members have grilled Runcie’s staff at public meetings about delays and cost estimates, 
and said they don’t get clear answers. 
 
And Florida Tax Watch, a nonpartisan government watchdog group, criticized Broward for failing to 
report to the public what projects are being delayed and are likely to need additional funding. 
 
“The implementation of the bond has been plagued with delays and a total lack of transparency as to 
the status of projects to the public, stakeholders and the Board,” wrote Board member Nora Rupert in 
her review. 
 
The district plans to launch a website that details original construction timelines and current ones at 
each school, among other data. 
 
Aside from the bond, some board members advised Runcie to consider finding ways to pay employees 
better and improve morale. 
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Board member Rosalind Osgood advised Runcie to conduct an analysis of paraprofessional pay so the 
board can determine whether to bump their salaries to more competitive levels. 
 
Broward paraprofessionals, who work with students with learning and attention issues, make less 
money than they should, Osgood said. 
 
Board member Laurie Rich Levinson wrote that Runcie should continue to focus on removing 
“unnecessary requirements” for teachers. 
 
Teachers have regularly taken to board meetings to complain about overwhelming work loads crammed 
with test-preparation, software training and data collection. 
 
Some have also attested that their superiors bully them. 
 
Board member Robin Bartleman, Runcie’s toughest critic, wrote that the work environment has become 
very negative. 
 
“A climate of fear and under appreciation also permeates throughout the District.” she wrote. 
 
Bartleman also criticized Runcie’s recent recommendations for discipline against staff who were found 
of wrongdoing. She cited five cases in which he sought heavier punishment than the district’s 
professional standards committee recommended. 
 
“What you don’t see is all the cases I don’t bring to the board,” Runcie said. 
 
Some board members also stressed the need to to continue trying to drive up student success. 
 
“Staff reacts once a school becomes a “D” or “F”. I want to see proactive changes,” wrote Board 
Member Ann Murray. 
 
Runcie declined to comment further to the Sun Sentinel on his evaluation. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Sunrise commissioner urges City Hall not to build $10 million water park 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/sunrise/fl-sb-water-park-sunrise-city-hall-20170327-
story.html 
 
STORY: The dank grey building that’s served as City Hall for nearly 40 years will face the wrecking ball in 
the next couple of years. 
 
Its replacement will be a sprawling City Hall campus on Oakland Park Boulevard that would come with a 
water park, new amphitheater, multi-level parking garage and high price tag. 
 
On Tuesday night, commissioners directed staff to negotiate a contract with Stiles Corp. to handle 
construction of the new municipal complex. 
 
A new five-story City Hall and 800-space garage will cost an estimated $42 million and would likely break 
ground in fall 2018. 
 
Current plans also call for a water park that would cost another $400,000 to design and $10 million to 
build — not to mention $1 million a year in operating costs. 
 
But Sunrise Commissioner Mark Douglas, who won election in November, is questioning the wisdom of 
building a water park that may not prove popular in the long run. 
 
“I believe we need a new city hall,” he said during a meeting earlier this month. “The water park, 
however, is something I want to discuss. It would not have been my choice to go down this path. After 
the initial excitement, we are going to be sitting on a white elephant.” 
 
His comments led to a heated discussion, with Commissioner Joey Scuotto fiercely defending the water 
park proposal. 
 
“If your kid doesn’t play baseball, should we shut down [the Sunrise Athletic Complex] because it costs 
us money,” Scuotto said. “I don’t see the county closing every park they have. No resident has come up 
here and blasted us and said this is something we shouldn’t do.” 
 
With tempers flaring, Mayor Mike Ryan ordered a two-minute recess. 
 
Commissioners have already scuttled ambitious plans for a 1,500-seat performing arts theater and 
nearby garage, saying the $34.5 million price tag was too high. 
 
City Manager Richard Salamon told the Sun Sentinel the water park will be nothing like the massive $70 
million Schlitterbahn water park proposed in Fort Lauderdale. 
 
“This won’t have the fast extreme slides,” Salamon said. “This is not a Schlitterbahn type of park.” 
 
The aquatic playground in Sunrise will be geared to younger children, with a 900-foot lazy river ride, a 
lily pad walk, splash pad, pool play area and water slides. 
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And while commissioners have approved the idea of a water park, there’s always a chance it could be 
scaled back, Sunrise officials say. 
 
“If the economy goes in the tank or we run into major obstacles, we can always rethink it,” Salamon 
said. 
 
Douglas made it clear he was concerned about losing money year after year on a water park when 
Sunrise has so many other needs. 
 
“We are borrowing this money,” he told commissioners. “We don’t have it sitting in the bank.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Broward Sheriff's Office to Get Funding For Overtime Pay After Airport Shooting 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Broward-Sheriffs-Office-to-Get-Funding-For-Overtime-
Pay-After-Airport-Shooting-417425513.html 
 
STORY: The Broward Sheriff's Office is getting some help for overtime costs that stacked up while 
helping others in particular during the mass shooting at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport. 
 
BSO pays overtime hours at an average rate of just over $52 an hour for more than 3,400 hours -- 
totaling $262,000 for the agency. 
 
Many officers, deputies, FBI agents, firefighters and paramedics responded to the January 6th incident 
as part of their regular workday. There were also overtime hours for the investigation itself as well as 
providing assistance to the victims and maintaining security at the crime scene. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: BSO honors deputies at annual ceremony 
BYLINE: FOX Miami 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/bso-honors-deputies-at-annual-ceremony/ 
 
STORY: LAUDERHILL, FLA. (WSVN) - Some South Florida officers were honored at a ceremony in 
Lauderhill. 
 
The Broward Sheriff’s Office held its annual awards ceremony Tuesday to honor four deputies who 
encountered a potentially explosive situation during an attempted bank robbery in Dania Beach. 
 
“These deputies knowingly put themselves at great risk while attempting to contain a very serious 
situation,” said Broward Sheriff’s Office spokesperson Veda Coleman-Wright. “Their ability to remain 
calm and communicate effectively during a high stress situation helped prevent what could have been a 
mass causality incident.” 
 
The deputies successfully took down the man who said he had a bomb strapped to his neck and was 
threatening to blow up a Chase bank in 2013. The bomb was actually a fake. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: BSO to receive $262,000 in overtime money for airport shooting 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/fort-lauderdale-airport-shooting/bso-to-receive-262000-in-overtime-
money-for-airport-shooting 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - The Broward Sheriff's Office will receive $262,000 in overtime money 
as reimbursement for extra hours its employees worked in the aftermath of the Fort Lauderdale airport 
shooting. 
 
Broward County commissioners Tuesday approved an agreement with the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement to use a justice assistance grant to cover the expenses. 
 
The money covers 559 BSO employees who worked about 3,457 hours of overtime as a result of the Jan. 
6 shooting at the baggage claim area inside Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. 
 
In the application for funding assistance, the BSO cited "the manpower required" and "unexpected costs 
that could not be budgeted for." 
 
Authorities said Esteban Santiago flew from Alaska to South Florida with a 9 mm handgun and 
ammunition in a checked box, got it out in an airport bathroom and emerged, randomly opening fire. 
Five people were killed and six others were wounded in the shooting. 
 
Funding for the overtime is being provided by the Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant program. No 
matching funds are required for the grant. 
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