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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward County closes 911 dispatch center after foul odor sickens employees 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-911-dispatch-center-closed-
20170323-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward County is dealing with a mystery: What has sickened seven employees at one of its 
three 911 call centers? 
 
“There was a foul odor reported,” said Brett Bayag, acting director of the Office of Regional 
Communications and Technology. 
 
Pembroke Pines Fire Rescue was called about 5 p.m. Tuesday to the 911 center in that city, at 6057 SW 
198 Terrace. 
 
“A couple of dispatchers complained of an allergic reaction or feeling sick,” said Ruben Troncoso, 
division chief of operations for Pembroke Pines Fire Rescue. 
 
The agency looked over seven dispatchers or call takers and took two of them to Memorial Hospital 
Miramar to be treated for scatchy throats and other complaints, he said. 
 
The staff at the Pembroke Pines dispatch center were moved to work out of one of the county’s other 
two rented facilities, in Sunrise and Coconut Creek. 
 
“We have multiple centers, each of which is designed to have the capacity for multiple dispatchers and 
call takers in the event of a natural disaster or something like this,” Bayag said. 
 
A company was brought in Wednesday to test the environment inside the call center. 
 
A preliminary report from the air quality tests delivered Thursday “came back negative, all within normal 
limits,” and officials are awaiting a final report, Troncoso said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Lawsuit accuses child protection agency and sheriff's office of negligence in death of 
Hollywood boy 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-osceola-child-dcf-lawsuit-20170323-story.html 
 
STORY: Attorneys representing the estate of a 3-year-old boy found dead in the laundry room of his 
family’s Hollywood home have filed a lawsuit against the Broward Sheriff’s Office and the Department of 
Children and Families, accusing the agencies of failing to protect the child when they should have known 
his life was in danger. 
 
Ahziya Drew Osceola was killed two years ago, and his stepmother, Analiz Rodenzo Osceola, 26, is in jail 
awaiting trial on a manslaughter charge. The boy’s parents, Nelson Osceola and Karen Cypress, are not 
directly involved in the lawsuit, which names attorney Donald Spadaro as “personal representative” of 
the slain child’s estate. 
 
The wrongful death and negligence lawsuit seeks “in excess of $15,000” and would most likely benefit 
the child’s estate and Cypress. Nelson Osceola is facing a related child neglect charge that might prevent 
him from being able to collect on any award related to the death. His next court date is in June. 
 
Bradley Edwards, the lead attorney for the plaintiff’s side, declined to comment Thursday. The Broward 
Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Department of Children and Families did not issue a response to a 
request for a statement as of late Thursday. The agencies typically do not comment on pending lawsuits. 
 
The child’s body was found March 19, 2015 at the Osceola home on the 5400 block of Johnson Street. 
He had bruises on his face and body, his pancreas was severed into three pieces and his liver was torn, 
according to the Broward Medical Examiner’s Office. He also had “cocaine and morphine in his system 
[and] a fractured leg and/or foot that had been broken for weeks without medical care,” according to 
the lawsuit. 
 
The Department of Children and Families, along with the Broward Sheriff’s Office, failed to notice the 
warning signs that could have saved the boy’s life, according to a DCF review released six weeks after he 
died. 
 
Ahziya Osceola was being monitored by ChildNet, the Seminole Tribe and the Broward Sheriff’s Office 
after he was placed in his father’s custody in January 2014 because his mother had been charged with 
child neglect and officials did not feel he was safe with her. That case began when the boy, then 2, was 
found alone in the lobby of a hotel where his mother was staying, according to the lawsuit. The child 
neglect charge is still pending. 
 
The agencies monitoring Ahziya throughout 2014 noticed bruises and other injuries, but no one 
concluded it was necessary to find someplace else for him to live, according to the DCF review. 
 
The lawsuit goes into some detail about three incidents: a mark below the boy’s eye observed in May; a 
suspicious mark on his buttocks in June; and an emergency room visit in December for “bruising on his 
face as well as complaints of painful buttocks when he sat down.” 
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At that point, according to the lawsuit, the Broward Sheriff’s Office and DCF should have been able to 
note a “pattern of abuse” and intervened. 
 
“It should have been obvious to anyone paying minimal attention that Ahziya was being tortured and 
physically abused,” the lawsuit states. According to the lawsuit, Nelson Osceola’s custody was 
dependent on the boy staying on the Seminole reservation with his grandmother. But officials knew the 
father, stepmother and child were staying at a different location in Hollywood, the lawsuit alleges. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Judge ends most federal oversight of Broward jails 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-jail-consent-decree-20170321-
story.html 
 
STORY: Update: In a ruling filed Thursday, U.S. District Judge Donald Middlebrooks ended most federal 
monitoring of Broward County jails, leaving only inmate mental health issues under the court’s 
continued review. 
 
An evaluation of how the Broward Sheriff’s Office is handling inmate mental health concerns is expected 
in July. If that review finds no ongoing constitutional violations of inmate rights, Middlebrooks could 
completely dismiss the 41-year-old suit that has cost taxpayers millions of dollars and led to substantial 
improvements for inmates. 
 
Sheriff Scott Israel credited the judge’s ruling to “stellar work” by members of his office to make sure 
inmate rights are being protected. 
 
Both sides in the inmate class-action lawsuit against the Sheriff’s Office agreed that monitoring is no 
longer needed to ensure those rights are not being violated in the face of crowding, use of force by 
corrections officers, inmate violence and restrictions on religious practices. Middlebrooks’ order 
cemented that agreement. 
 
An expert completed a review of those areas March 7. One major issue remains regarding the lawsuit 
first filed in 1976: Are inmates’ constitutional rights being violated in regard to needed mental health 
services? A separate evaluation of that issue is expected by July 15. 
 
A settlement agreement reached last year said the case could be dismissed if the two evaluations turn 
up no constitutional violations. 
 
The jails have been operating under a 1995 consent decree — a court agreement between the Sheriff’s 
Office, inmates and the county that acknowledged jail conditions were unconstitutional — that ordered 
formal monitoring. 
 
The evaluation by Michael A. Berg reported jail operations in the areas he reviewed are substantially in 
compliance with the settlement agreement and he found no “violations of constitutionally protected 
federal rights overall.” 
 
“The Broward County Sheriff’s Office has achieved and continues to maintain all of the provisions of the 
Court’s Orders in an exceptional and professional manner that exceeds the Court’s intended goal and 
minimum standards of constitutional law,” Berg reported. 
 
Chris Cloney, the attorney representing the inmates for more than 30 years in the class-action suit, said 
“Mr. Berg's expert report reflects the positive results of years of effort, much of it collaborative, by the 
parties.” 
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It’s a big step forward for a jail system that over the decades was frequently over capacity, cramming as 
many inmates on cots as possible into spaces that were not designed to handle them. In 1988, former 
Sheriff Nick Navarro went so far as to erect a tent at a Pompano Beach jail site to house the county’s 
overflow inmates until a federal judge ordered a stop to the practice. 
 
The original lawsuit was brought by inmates complaining about crammed and decrepit conditions at the 
old Broward County Jail, where 1,200 inmates were packed into cells designed to hold 275. The suit was 
later expanded to include other mistreatment. The county has spent more than $100 million renovating 
and building new jail space to resolve the problems. 
 
"It is beyond dispute that the litigation resulted in needed funding, new construction, and aggressive 
training that enabled the professional atmosphere and operations" currently at the jails, Berg wrote. 
 
The litigation costs for Broward taxpayers likely exceed $5 million. Before the consent decree, the 
county spent $2.6 million on jail crowding fines, inmate attorney fees and expert witness costs related 
to the case. Another $1.6 million has been spent since 2004 for inmate attorney fees and expert 
witnesses, and attorneys from the ACLU are seeking more that $700,000 to cover their costs. A total 
breakdown of costs was not available. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: The Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: Strange case: BSO looking to buy rights to embarrassing lawsuit to quash it 
BYLINE: Dan Christensen 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/03/bso-looking-to-buy-rights-to-embarrassing-lawsuit-to-
quash-it/ 
 
STORY: The Broward Sheriff’s Office is making a bizarre bid to squelch a disturbing lawsuit brought 
against it by a former employee – it wants to buy all rights to the lawsuit from a bankruptcy court 
trustee. 
 
The lawsuit, filed in 2015 by former BSO Human Resources Information Manager Jennifer Bakowski, 
includes a host of allegations against BSO including false imprisonment, defamation and malicious 
prosecution. 
 
In federal bankruptcy court Thursday, a lawyer for BSO asked the court to deny the trustee’s plan to 
allow Bakowski to buy back her own lawsuit at a cost of about $86,000. Instead, he said, the sheriff 
should be allowed to buy it for $161,000 in public dollars. 
 
“If we can acquire the case, we can dismiss the case,” said Fort Lauderdale attorney Thomas M. 
Messana. 
 
“It was his client’s misdeeds that caused the bankruptcy,” countered the trustee’s lawyer, Jason S. Rigoli 
of Boca Raton. Rigoli argued BSO had no standing to object to the trustee’s proposal to sell the lawsuit 
back to Bakowski, noting her offer was sufficient to pay off all creditors and attorneys’ fees in full with 
interest. 
 
“They’re trying to cover up and cap the amount of their liability,” Miami attorney Christian Olson told 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge Raymond B. Ray on behalf of Bakowski. 
 
Ray deferred a ruling, and asked both sides to submit final written arguments by March 31. It was 
unclear whether another hearing on the matter would be held. 
 
Bankruptcy trustee Marc P. Barmat obtained opinions from independent trial attorneys that valued the 
case as being worth much as $1.2 million, according to attorneys for Bakowski. 
 
Strange case 
 
The strange case arose out of a reopened bankruptcy court case that Bakowski and her husband, Robert, 
originally filed in 2013 in the wake of her December 2012 firing by Sheriff Scott Israel. 
 
Bakowski was a 13-year employee with an otherwise spotless record when two sheriffs – Al Lamberti 
and Israel, his successor – publicly accused her of embezzling approximately $1 million. A year later, 
however, BSO detectives and the State Attorney’s Office cleared Bakowski of wrongdoing after 
determining, among other things, that in fact no money was missing, court records say. 
 

http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/03/bso-looking-to-buy-rights-to-embarrassing-lawsuit-to-quash-it/
http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/03/bso-looking-to-buy-rights-to-embarrassing-lawsuit-to-quash-it/


7 
 

While under investigation, Bakowski and her husband filed for bankruptcy in Fort Lauderdale as their 
debts piled up following the loss of what was said in court to be a “six-figure salary.” The court 
discharged the couple’s debts in August 2013. 
 
More than a year later, on Jan. 31, 2015, Bakowski sued Sheriff Israel and several underlings in Broward 
Circuit Court alleging a variety of misconduct by BSO arising from her dismissal. 
 
In June 2016, an attorney for BSO contacted the trustee to tell him about the lawsuit, alleging it should 
have been included in the bankruptcy estate because the claims arose well before the underlying 
damages case was filed in Broward Circuit Court. The trustee soon moved to reopen the Bakowskis’ 
bankruptcy case and, as required by law, gave notice to the couple’s debtors to refile any claims. 
 
The trustee and the Bakowskis later agreed to avoid the costs of further litigating whether all the alleged 
causes of action in the state complaint against BSO are property of the estate. They agreed to give all 
rights and title to the suit to the trustee. 
 
The trustee then proposed to sell to Jennifer Bakowski those bankruptcy rights. After Thursday’s 
hearing, Bakowski said she would fund the rights purchase with money she recently inherited from her 
late mother. 
 
The sale would have gone through, but BSO objected. Specifically, BSO’s lawyers complained in court 
papers, “The sale ‘process’ was opaque, was not conducted at arms length, and favors the debtor over 
the estate and its creditors.” 
 
“We’re not a disgruntled bidder,” BSO lawyer Messana told Judge Ray. “We’re saying the process was 
unfair.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Florida homeowner told to take down Blue Lives Matter flag 
BYLINE: Cherine Eurich 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/florida-homeowner-told-to-take-down-blue-lives-matter-flag/ 
 
STORY: A Florida homeowner’s HOA says she must take down her Blue Lives Matter flag, calling it racist 
and offensive. 
 
Jeff Gaddie told Fox 30 that his daughter flies the flag outside her home to honor him and other family 
members who are in law enforcement. 
 
Gaddie says the homeowner’s association sent his daughter a letter, telling her the flag does not fit the 
rules and regulations of the HOA. 
 
“She called to ask why,” Gaddie told Fox 30. “They told her they had received a complaint that it was 
considered racist, offensive and anti-black lives matter.” 
 
According to Gaddie, his daughter was told to submit a permission form for the flag, which was then 
denied. 
 
Fox 30 contacted First Coast Association Management, which enforces the regulations for the HOA. The 
company said only American flags or military-themed flags are allowed; however, flags outside these 
parameters are being flown in the neighborhood. 
 
Gaddie says his daughter’s flag is simply a show of support for officers. 
 
“We’ve got black officers, we’ve got Asian officers, we’re got every race,” Gaddie said. “I mean for them 
to say it’s racist, blue is not a race, it’s the furthest thing from it.” 
 
He says his daughter is planning to appeal the HOA’s decision at its next meeting. 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/florida-homeowner-told-to-take-down-blue-lives-matter-flag/

