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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward jails clear major hurdle in ending federal oversight 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-jail-consent-decree-20170321-
story.html 
 
STORY: After nearly 40 years, Broward County jails soon could be free of federal monitoring, a process 
that has cost taxpayers millions of dollars. 
 
Both sides in a decades-old lawsuit against the county now agree that monitoring is no longer needed to 
ensure that inmates’ constitutional rights are not being violated in the face of crowding, use of force by 
corrections officers, inmate violence and restrictions on religious practices. 
 
An expert completed a review of those areas March 7. One major issue remains regarding the lawsuit 
first filed in 1976: Are inmates’ constitutional rights being violated in regard to needed mental health 
services? A separate evaluation of that issue is expected by July 15. 
 
A settlement agreement reached last year said the case could be dismissed if the two evaluations turn 
up no constitutional violations. 
 
The jails have been operating under a 1995 consent decree — a court agreement between the Sheriff’s 
Office, inmates and the county that acknowledged jail conditions were unconstitutional — that ordered 
formal monitoring. 
 
On Monday, the Sheriff’s Office and lawyers representing the inmates filed a motion to terminate the 
consent decree in the areas covered by the recent evaluation. An order doing that could be signed any 
day by U.S. District Judge Donald Middlebrooks. 
 
The evaluation by Michael A. Berg reported jail operations in the areas he reviewed are substantially in 
compliance with the settlement agreement and he found no “violations of constitutionally protected 
federal rights overall.” 
 
“The Broward County Sheriff’s Office has achieved and continues to maintain all of the provisions of the 
Court’s Orders in an exceptional and professional manner that exceeds the Court’s intended goal and 
minimum standards of constitutional law,” Berg reported. 
 
Chris Cloney, the attorney representing the inmates for more than 30 years in the class-action suit, said 
“Mr. Berg's expert report reflects the positive results of years of effort, much of it collaborative, by the 
parties.” 
 
It’s a big step forward for a jail system that over the decades was frequently over capacity, cramming as 
many inmates on cots as possible into spaces that were not designed to handle them. In 1988, former 
Sheriff Nick Navarro went so far as to erect a tent at a Pompano Beach jail site to house the county’s 
overflow inmates until a federal judge ordered a stop to the practice. 
 
The original lawsuit was brought by inmates complaining about crammed and decrepit conditions at the 
old Broward County Jail, where 1,200 inmates were packed into cells designed to hold 275. The suit was 
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later expanded to include other mistreatment. The county has spent more than $100 million renovating 
and building new jail space to resolve the problems. 
 
"It is beyond dispute that the litigation resulted in needed funding, new construction, and aggressive 
training that enabled the professional atmosphere and operations" currently at the jails, Berg wrote. 
 
The litigation costs for Broward taxpayers likely exceed $5 million. Before the consent decree, the 
county spent $2.6 million on jail crowding fines, inmate attorney fees and expert witness costs related 
to the case. Another $1.6 million has been spent since 2004 for inmate attorney fees and expert 
witnesses, and attorneys from the ACLU are seeking more that $700,000 to cover their costs. A total 
breakdown of costs was not available. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward administrator keeps job after extramarital affair 
BYLINE: Caitlin R. McGlade 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/education/fl-broward-schools-chauffer-firing-decision-
20170321-story.html 
 
STORY: A Broward administrator accused of misusing his position during an extramarital affair will not 
lose his job. 
 
The school board Tuesday rejected the district’s recommendation to fire Israel Canales, saying that his 
actions were not severe enough to warrant termination. 
 
Canales has overseen operations of the K.C. Wright administrative headquarters in Fort Lauderdale and 
also frequently drove Runcie to events throughout the region. He is paid $88,095 a year 
 
In 2015, he had a fling with community liaison Cristy Cofer, gave her a prime parking spot at work and 
allowed her to use his office during their relationship, according to Superintendent Robert Runcie’s 
complaint. 
 
A district panel initially recommended that Canales be fired, but board members instead directed staff 
to find him a different position with a similar salary. 
 
“I think this was a ‘spaghetti thrown up against the wall’ type of charges,” said board member Nora 
Rupert. “I don’t think the punishment fits the crime.” 
 
Johnny McCray, Jr., his attorney, remarked that Canales has worked for the district for 27 years and has 
had a “sterling” career. 
 
”Perhaps the relationship was wrong. The fact that this young lady was in his office, perhaps that was 
wrong. ... To recommend he be terminated is egregious,” he said. 
 
According to Runcie’s complaint, Canales had also spent several hours with Cofer in a hotel room paid 
for by the district for an event he was working. 
 
Canales and his wife, who did not give her name, told the board that their family have devoted their 
lives to the district. She, too, is a district employee and their son is a teacher. 
 
“I made a mistake. ... This has been my life. This district has been my life,” Canales said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Broward Commissioner Chip LaMarca “Looking” At Florida House Race 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/broward-commissioner-chip-lamarca-looking-at-florida-house-
race/ 
 
STORY: County Commissioner Chip LaMarca will almost certainly run for the northeast Broward’s 
beachfront Florida House District 93 when it becomes an open seat next year, according to numerous 
political sources. 
 
District 93 is currently held by George Moraitis Jr., R-Fort Lauderdale.  Moraitis is term limited in 2018 
and the seat is the Republican’s most consistent district in Broward, which makes it perfect for LaMarca, 
a Lighthouse Point Republican. 
 
All LaMarca would say is, “I’m looking at it. George will be term limited next year and it makes sense for 
me to look. Lots of people in the district and the Republican leadership in Tallahassee have suggested I 
consider it.” 
 
LaMarca, 49, has been one of heavily-Democrat Broward’s few Republican success stories.  First elected 
to the Lighthouse Point City Commission in 2005, LaMarca move up the County Commission in 2010.  He 
was also chair of the Broward Republican Party. 
 
My opinion: 
 
LaMarca would be formidable candidate to beat in District 93, which includes sections of Deerfield 
Beach, Oakland Park, Pompano Beach and Fort Lauderdale, plus Hillsboro Beach, Lauderdale-By-The-
Sea, Lighthouse Point and Sea Ranch Lakes. The Democrats currently have no potential candidate who 
would have LaMarca’s fund raising abilities, name recognition and districtwide contacts. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Florida Bulldog 
HEADLINE: MARCH 20, 2017 AT 5:28 AM 
Ms. Book goes to Tallahassee, sees no conflict voting $ for Lauren’s Kids or dad’s clients 
BYLINE: Francisco Alvarado 
 
LINK: http://www.floridabulldog.org/2017/03/ms-book-goes-to-tallahassee-sees-no-conflict-voting-for-
laurens-kids-or-dads-clients/ 
 
STORY: Freshman Broward State Sen. Lauren Book says she won’t abstain from voting on matters 
involving clients of her father, powerful lobbyist Ron Book. Similarly, she sees no conflict of interest in 
voting on measures to funnel millions of taxpayer dollars to benefit her non-profit charity and political 
launching pad, Lauren’s Kids. 
 
Book, a Plantation Democrat, offered her thoughts on the issue of personal voting conflicts in an email 
exchange last week with Florida Bulldog. 
 
“No,” she said when asked if she plans to abstain from voting on any matters involving Ron Book’s 
clients. “In ALL matters, I will vote my conscience and in what I believe is best for my district, for 
Broward County, and for the people of the State of Florida.” 
 
Sen. Book also said that Lauren’s Kids would again seek significant state funding during this year’s 
legislative session that began March 7. Does that mean she will abstain from voting on bills to authorize 
funding for her organization? 
 
“No. I have met with the Counsel of the Senate and have been advised that it is proper that I do not 
abstain on these matters unless the funding directly inures to my benefit, which it will not,” Sen. Book 
said. 
 
Lauren’s Kids, however, pays Sen. Book a six-figure annual salary for serving as its chief executive. In 
2015, her salary was $135,000 – a $20,000 increase from 2014, according to the charity’s federal income 
tax returns. 
 
“My salary is not paid for with any state funds,” said Sen. Book. “I derive no personal benefit from public 
tax dollars except knowing that these monies are being used to save lives, raise awareness and prevent 
childhood sexual abuse.” 
 
Sen. Book said that to make certain her salary includes no state dollars, she “restructured my 
employment to ensure that no public dollars were used to compensate me for my work” once she 
declared her candidacy. She declined to elaborate on how she accomplished that restructuring and that 
separation. 
 
Sen. Book did say, however, that she resigned from the board of directors of the Lauren’s Kids 
Foundation “to add an additional (but entirely unnecessary) layer between myself and the Foundation.” 
 
Lauren’s Kid’s tax return for 2015 – the latest available – shows the charity received more than 83 
percent of its $4.5 million in total revenue that year from the state. Since 2012, records show, the state 
has contributed more than $10 million to Lauren’s Kids. 
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The Florida Department of Education has requested another $1 million in funding for Lauren’s Kids for 
Fiscal Year 2017-18 “so we can continue to educate children and families to prevent abuse and help 
survivors,” said Sen. Book. “I might add, the DOE would only recommend funding if as experts they 
believed the curriculum was of significant benefit to our children.’’ 
 
Ron Book as landlord 
 
Lobbyist Ron Book, the senator’s father, is the unpaid president of Lauren’s Kids. Yet he also makes 
money from Lauren’s Kids. According to the 501(c) (3) organization’s 2015 tax return, he paid himself 
$61,651 for renting space to Lauren’s Kids in his Aventura office. 
 
Ron Book, who is also on the charity’s board, collected $63,175 in rent from Lauren’s Kids in 2014, 
according to that year’s tax return. 
 
Ron Book declined to comment. 
 
On Wednesday, March 22, Sen. Book will face one of the first ethical tests of her nascent political career. 
As a member of the Florida Senate’s health policy committee, she will be evaluating five bills to establish 
the rules and regulations for the state’s medical marijuana industry. 
 
While some patient and industry advocates argue the state should open up the market to competition, 
four of the bills discourage participation by more cannabis providers beyond the seven companies 
already licensed to manufacture a non-psychoactive, non-smokable form of the drug under a restrictive 
medical marijuana program set up by the Legislature in 2014. 
 
Among the Florida licensed providers is a joint venture between Homestead-based nursery Alpha 
Foliage and Surterra, an Atlanta-based medical marijuana company that employs the senator’s father 
Ron Book as its Tallahassee lobbyist. 
 
While government watchdogs said Sen. Book should abstain from voting on any matters involving her 
father, she told Florida Bulldog she has no intention of doing so because Florida law and Senate rules do 
not prohibit it. 
 
“As I stated above, I will follow the letter and spirit of the law in how I vote and how I conduct my 
business,” she said. 
 
Conflict questions loom 
 
Still, questions about Sen. Book’s potential vote conflicts involving both her father’s 100-plus clients and 
Lauren’s Kids loom large. 
 
Ben Wilcox, research director for the government watchdog organization Integrity Florida, noted that 
because Florida has a citizen legislature that allows members to have outside employment, the bar is set 
low when it comes to ethical requirements. 
 
Florida’s weak Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees says that state officers “may not vote on 
any matter that the officer knows would inure to his or her special gain or loss.” It does not prohibit 
such votes. Rather, the code says vaguely that officers who vote to benefit themselves or a relative 
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“shall make every reasonable effort to disclose the nature of his or her interest in a public 
memorandum” that can be filed up to 15 days after the vote. 
 
Sen. Book, nevertheless, could face questions when it comes time to vote on an appropriations bill that 
would include Lauren’s Kids, which advocates against child sex abuse. 
 
“You are not supposed to vote on something that has a direct benefit to you personally,” said Wilcox. 
“That is where she may get into some trouble if her organization is getting an appropriation from the 
Legislature.” 
 
Wilcox said Book should also be mindful about voting on matters favorable to her father’s clients. “She 
should be sensitive to the appearance of a conflict of interest,” Wilcox said. “Even if it technically is not a 
conflict, it raises questions in the public’s mind and causes the public to lose confidence in government.” 
 
Since founding Lauren’s Kids 10 years ago, Book has seemed on a trajectory for public office. In addition 
to appearing before the Legislature to lobby in favor of laws that crack down on sexual predators and 
child abusers, Book has led an annual walk from Key West to Tallahassee to raise awareness for child sex 
victims that receives statewide media coverage. She’s also written two books, including one for children, 
about her own experience being sexually abused by her former nanny. Book and her father had a 
starring role in the recently released documentary about Florida’s sex offender laws called Untouchable. 
 
Book, 32, decided to run for the Senate seat previously held by Eleanor Sobel, who left the Legislature in 
2016 due to term limits. After raising more than $1.5 million through her campaign and her political 
action committee, Leadership for Broward, Book automatically won the seat when no one filed to run 
against her. A Bulldog analysis of her 2015 and 2016 campaign finance reports and her father’s client list 
show she received $35,000 from 15 entities that employ Ron Book. 
 
Clients and contributions 
 
Of that amount, her campaign received $1,000 apiece from two of Surterra’s owners, Michael Havenick 
and Alexander Havenick, who is also vice president and general counsel for Southwest Florida 
Enterprises, a company that owns several pari-mutuels in the state, including Magic City Casino in 
Miami. Southwest, four affiliated companies and four other Havenicks also each gave the $1,000 
maximum to Sen. Book’s campaign. 
 
According to 2016 lobbyist compensation reports filed with the state, Ron Book’s law firm was paid 
between $40,000 and $80,000 by Surterra to lobby the Legislature. Ron L. Book P.A. also received 
approximately $30,000 from Surterra to lobby the executive branch. 
 
Lauren’s Kids has also been the beneficiary of millions of dollars in state funding. According to the 
organization’s 2014 tax return, Lauren’s Kids received $2.7 million in state grants. Its 2015 tax return 
shows the nonprofit got $3.4 million that year from Florida’s Department of Education. In 2016, records 
show, the Legislature awarded Lauren’s Kids $1 million. 
 
Florida’s Department of Motor Vehicles also contributes to Lauren’s Kids via the sale of specialty license 
plates approved by the Legislature. Lauren’s Kids, which got its specialty tag in 2013, received $294,653 
from the DMV in 2015, tax records show. 
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Further, the DMV allows Lauren’s Kids to insert a brochure asking for donations in every auto tag 
renewal notice mailed to Florida residents. Lauren’s Kids is one of several nonprofits eligible to insert 
their brochures under the specialty tag program. 
 
Beth Rosenson, a University of Florida political science professor who teaches a course on ethics in U.S. 
politics, said in an interview that Book might derive a benefit from her father’s earnings as a lobbyist. 
“Parents always help out their kids,” Rosenson said. “Let’s say she had a medical emergency or 
something in which she needed money so her father’s financial situation is not something that is totally 
separate from hers.” 
 
Rosenson said Sen. Book’s potential for conflict is analogous to President Donald Trump and his sons, 
who have taken over the Republican billionaire’s companies while he’s in the White House. “In a perfect 
world, she would realize that her relationship with her father raises questions of conflict of interest,” 
Rosenson said. “So ideally, yes she should recuse herself.” 
 
When it comes to Lauren’s Kids, Integrity Florida’s Wilcox said even if Book’s salary is not being paid 
with state funds, she should still abstain from voting on matters involving her nonprofit. “In an 
abundance of caution, that is something she may want to reconsider,” Wilcox said. “While technically it 
may be correct, I don’t think it will look good to the public.” 


