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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Incumbent commissioner seeks re-election in two-way race 
BYLINE: Brian Ballou 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-miramar-seat-1-story.html 
 
STORY: Maxwell Chambers survived a crowded field of political newcomers two years ago to win Seat 1 
by a narrow margin. 
 
The field isn’t crowed this time, there is only one opponent compared to the five he faced in March 
2015, but that opponent is the one who finished just 354 votes behind, Norman Hemming. 
 
Of 6,873 votes cast in that election, Chambers had 2,392 and Hemming had 2,038. 
 
Chambers is looking for a wider margin on March 14, while Hemming is hoping the votes swing his way 
this time. 
 
Hemming, an attorney who works for the US Department of Justice, said that if he wins, he will focus 
keeping crime and taxes low. 
 
He said he has led a Justice Department initiative to reduce violence. 
 
“On taxes, I am a homeowner who believes in everyone paying their fair share,” Hemming said. 
 
“However, with a sizable fixed income population and approximately 9.8 percent of the city’s population 
living below the poverty line, I am a champion of holding the line on tax increases.” 
 
Norman Hemming 
 
Age: 51 
Family: Married to Carol A Hemming, two children 
Education: Bachelor of Arts in Government and Public Administration - 1988 John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice CUNY. Juris Doctor - Howard University School of Law 1991 
Occupation:  Federal Government Employee 
Political career: Never held elected office. 
Campaign coffers:  Approximately $15,000 raised as of period ending January 30, 2017. 
Top three non-newspaper endorsements:  PBA 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-miramar-seat-1-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Florida prosecutors can seek death penalty despite questions 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/os-ap-florida-prosecutors-can-seek-death-penalty-
despite-questions-20170220-story.html 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Prosecutors can seek the death penalty in ongoing cases despite 
constitutional issues with the Florida's death penalty law, the state Supreme Court ruled Monday. 
 
The ruling addresses questions that had prosecutors in limbo after the state Supreme Court ruled last 
October that the state's new death penalty law was unconstitutional. Attorney General Pam Bondi had 
asked the court to clarify whether the ruling affected cases that were currently being prosecuted. 
 
"I am pleased with the Florida Supreme Court's decision today to allow ongoing capital punishment 
cases to proceed with proper jury instruction. This decision provides our courts with the clarification 
needed to proceed with murder cases in which the death penalty is sought," Bondi said in a statement 
provided by a spokesman. 
 
The ruling clears up at least some of the issues surrounding the state's death penalty created by state 
and U.S. Supreme Court rulings. 
 
Florida's death penalty law was upended as a result of a case involving Timothy Lee Hurst, who was 
convicted of using a box-cutter to kill a co-worker at a Pensacola Popeye's restaurant in 1998. A jury had 
divided 7-5 over whether Hurst deserved to die, but a judge imposed the death sentence. 
 
The state Supreme Court initially upheld that sentence, but the U.S. Supreme Court in January 2016 
declared the state's death penalty sentencing law unconstitutional because it gave too much power to 
judges to make the ultimate decision. 
 
The Legislature responded by overhauling the law, but rejected calls to require a unanimous jury 
decision in future cases, instead allowing the death penalty to be imposed by a 10-2 jury vote. 
 
In October, however, the state Supreme Court voted 5-2 to strike down the new law and require 
unanimous jury decisions for capital punishment. 
 
The court released an opinion last month saying the death penalty couldn't be applied in pending cases, 
but then withdrew the opinion hours later. 
 
Bills are pending in the legislative session that begins next month to require a unanimous jury decision 
to impose the death penalty. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/os-ap-florida-prosecutors-can-seek-death-penalty-despite-questions-20170220-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Memorial Hospital pays $5.5M in settlement over potential HIPAA violations 
BYLINE: Rebeca Piccardo 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-memorial-hippa-settlement-20170217-
story.html 
 
STORY: Memorial Healthcare Systems has agreed to pay a $5.5 million settlement to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services over potential HIPAA violations. 
 
The security breach was discovered when Memorial launched an internal investigation in 2012 after two 
hospital employees stole patients’ personal information to make money filing phony tax returns, said 
Kerting Baldwin, a spokeswoman Memorial Healthcare System. 
 
During its investigation, Memorial discovered that individuals who worked in affiliated physicians’ 
offices had inappropriately accessed patient information using legitimate login credentials of employees 
in those offices, Baldwin said. 
 
Memorial reported to the Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Civil Rights that the 
protected health information of 115,143 patients had been accessed in the security breach, according to 
a news release by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The information included 
people’s names, birthdates and Social Security numbers. 
 
“Memorial worked closely with law enforcement to assist in their investigations, which ultimately led to 
federal prosecution and conviction of the criminals,” Baldwin said. 
 
Memorial also sent letters to patients whose identities might have been exposed and provided them 
with free credit monitoring. 
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services claims Memorial failed to implement procedures 
with respect to reviewing, modifying and terminating users’ right of access, as required by the HIPAA 
rules. The agency said Memorial also failed to regularly review records of information system activity. 
 
Baldwin said Memorial has since implemented new technologies designed to monitor use and access of 
patient data, further restricted access to protect patient information, and enacted new policies and 
procedures to enhance password security. 
 
Memorial also contracted an independent technology firm to conduct network audits and scans and 
hired IBM to provide assessment, response and monitoring services. 
 
“While Memorial strongly disagrees with many of OCR’s allegations, has admitted no liability and has 
chosen to settle this case, it nevertheless agrees with the importance OCR places on maintaining the 
security of patient information,” Baldwin said in a statement. 
 
As part of the settlement, Memorial agreed to implement a robust corrective action plan. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-memorial-hippa-settlement-20170217-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-reg-memorial-hippa-settlement-20170217-story.html
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“Memorial takes its responsibility to safeguard its patients’ confidential information very seriously,” 
Baldwin said. “We will continue to vigorously monitor access and use of patient information and 
maintain rigorous cybersecurity and internal safeguards.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Attack Against Broward Health: Article Branding Public Hospital System Incompetent Hits 
Homes 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/attack-against-broward-health-article-branding-public-hospital-
system-incompetent-hits-homes/ 
 
STORY: The situation at the public health system Broward Health is going from bad to worse. 
 
This according to a savage article listing point-by-point Broward Health governance problems delivered 
to 60,000 residents of Oakland Park, Wilton Manors and Fort Lauderdale who receive the City News 
newsletters. 
 
Written Broward Health watchdog Dan Lewis, the piece was also republished on Lewis’ blog. 
 
In the article Lewis: 
 
*  Accuses Gov. Rick Scott of aggravating the situation by failing to appoint members to the governing 
Board of Commissioners. By law, the Board should have seven gubernatorial appointees. There have 
been only four for months. 
 
Lewis detailed the problem with too few members. 
 
“Remarkably, the board’s legal counsel (Lynn Barrett) advised that on a particular agenda item where 
one board member recused themselves due to a conflict (an all too common occurrence), only 2 out of 
the remaining 3 votes would be required to approve the item… 
 
“Not surprisingly, no experienced or past Broward Health legal counsel agrees with this board’s legal 
counsel’s advice here. Consider the ramifications of a hypothetical agenda item to privatize the system 
where one ethical board member wisely recuses themselves. According to the current board counsel, 
only 2 affirmative votes would be required to flush the system down the toilette.” 
 
 *  Slams General Council Lynn Barrett for bullying clueless commissioners to “strengthen her political 
control of the organization.” Lewis says many believe this and also believe she is “out-of-control.” 
 
*   Scorns hospital system commissioners as being so incompetent they can’t even run a proper meeting. 
More important, have the “weakest senior staff in the history of Broward Health due to the ill-conceived 
political ‘purges’…” 
 
Recounting a recent meeting, Lewis writes that he was “struck by the overt incompetence of the board.” 
 
Lewis knows something about running a public meeting. He is a former Miramar Commission and former 
chair of the Broward County Charter Commission. 
 
As an example of commissioners being unable to conduct a meeting in a businesslike manner, Lewis 
cites the Board’s inability to enforce a three-minute limit on each public comment.  For example,  

http://www.browardbeat.com/attack-against-broward-health-article-branding-public-hospital-system-incompetent-hits-homes/
http://www.browardbeat.com/attack-against-broward-health-article-branding-public-hospital-system-incompetent-hits-homes/
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former Sun-Sentinel columnist and Broward Health gadfly John DeGroot was allowed to drone on 
endlessly more than three minutes. According to Lewis, this happens regularly. 
 
Lewis writes that Commissioners should have ordered DeGroot “to take his seat or be removed” after 
three minutes expired. 
 
For full disclosure, DeGroot once threw a pie at Lewis during a Broward Health meeting. I wrote about it 
here. So Lewis may have reasons beyond good governance for singling out DeGroot. 
 
Yet I have personally seen commissioners allow DeGroot to hijack meetings with his half-baked ideas. He 
disrupted a meeting I attended with a machine that made loud fart noises, as I wrote here. 
 
“Be Afraid, Be Very Afraid,” is the headline Lewis put on the story. 
 
He ends his article with this ominous warning: 
 
“The problem is most acute in the system’s governance – the Board, it’s hires and senior staff. Less 
problematic are thankfully the thousands of health care workers who daily deliver high quality service to 
the community. But the organization, at its most granular critical levels are not immune from the 
irresponsibility of the board and senior management. The longer that the board dysfunction and the 
Governor’s failure to appoint qualified people to a full board continues, the more avoidable and 
inexcusable damage will be done to the organization and Broward’s healthcare needs.” 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: NFL player trains to become SWAT member with BSO 
BYLINE: Mike DiPasquale 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/local/nfl-player-trains-to-become-swat-member-with-bso/ 
 
STORY: SUNRISE, FLA. (WSVN) - An NFL player whose football career is coming to an end hopes he’ll be 
tackling crime instead of quarterbacks, very soon. 
 
“Sheriff’s Office,” shouted Indianapolis Colts defensive end Kendall Langford. “Come out with your 
hands up!” 
 
The idea of teamwork is vital for those in the field, whether it be on a football field or conducting police 
work. Langford, a former Miami Dolphin, has taken his time this off season to train with SWAT officers in 
Sunrise. 
 
Langford’s father spent 37 years as an officer. 
 
“I grew up around it,” said Langford. “The interest has always been there. It was going to be my Plan B if 
I didn’t make it to the NFL. I was blessed enough to make it to the NFL, but someday my career will be 
over.” 
 
“If you’ve never been involved in a tactical situation where someone might be shooting at you, or lives 
are at stake, you have to take a step back,” said Broward Sheriff’s officer Chris Mccoy. “It’s easy when 
we mold them because they have that background — that team background.” 
 
The drill Langford participated in was to show him what SWAT members may go through each day. 
 
“It’s just like putting together a game plan,” said former Dolphins Cornerback Nat Jones. “Putting it 
together and going out on game day. We’re practicing now like it’s another day in Davie, or whatever 
team you’re on.” 
 
Langford said he understands what officers do each day is life or death. “On the football field, I can 
make an error,” he said. “An error here with these guys? It might cost them their life. So, it’s not even 
close.” 
 
To become a SWAT member, it can take up to two years once someone is working with the BSO. 
 
BSO plans to continue this program with the NFL Players Association to show them what their life after 
football may entail. 

http://wsvn.com/news/local/nfl-player-trains-to-become-swat-member-with-bso/

