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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Two appointed to Broward bench, Judge Marc Gold retires 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-sb-broward-judge-gold-retires-brf-20170215-
story.html 
 
STORY: Gov. Rick Scott appointed private attorney Fabienne Fahnestock and Assistant State Attorney 
Yael Gamm to two judicial vacancies in Broward, and applications are being accepted for a third.  
 
Broward Circuit Judge Marc Gold is retiring after 20 years on the bench. 
 
Gold, 70, was first elected in 1996 and most recently re-elected in 2014. Florida law mandates 
retirement at age 70 unless a judge has less than half his term remaining. Gold has four years of his six-
year term remaining. 
 
Gold spent most of his career on the bench presiding over criminal trials, including the DUI 
manslaughter case of former New York Yankee Jim Leyritz, convicted child killer and current death row 
inmate Howard Steven Ault, and David Farrall, the former FBI agent acquitted in connection with a 
wrong-way crash on Interstate 95 in 1999. 
 
Since 2015 he has served in probate court. 
 
Broward’s Judicial Nominating Commission is accepting applications for Gold’s seat until March 16. 
 
Gamm, 40, began her career as a prosecutor in 2001. She’s been working on homicide cases for the past 
year. Before that, she handled career criminal, sexual battery and felony cases.  
 
She replaces retiring Broward Circuit Judge Arthur Birken. 
 
Fahnestock, 43, works for the Gunster, Yoakley & Stewart firm, with offices in Boca Raton and Fort 
Lauderdale. Fahnestock handles civil cases, working for plaintiffs and defendants in employment and 
commercial disputes. 
 
She has also served on the advisory board of Children’s Cancer Caring Center and the Jack & Jill 
Children’s Center, both in Broward County. 
 
Fahnestock replaces retiring Broward Circuit Judge Thomas Lynch. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: New Move In Tally To Ban Red Light Cameras 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/new-move-in-tally-to-ban-red-light-cameras/ 
 
STORY: Blasting red light cameras as a “back door tax” for cities, State Sen. Daphne Campbell has filed a 
bill to abolish them. 
 
A state study released Dec. 31 found that total traffic accidents increased 10.14 percent in Florida after 
the cameras were installed. 
 
Campbell said the study proves that the cameras were merely a money making device for cities. 
 
“My community struggles to make ends meet and is disproportionally affected by the back-door tax that 
cities are taking from them through the use of red-light cameras,” said Campbell, D-Miami. “I am proud 
to continue the fight against the unfairness of these unsafe, money-grabbing profiteering businesses.” 
 
The number of jurisdictions using red light cameras has been declining in the state for years. Yet the 
state study found that the number of tickets has increased. 
 
After an appellate court ruled in 2014 that Hollywood could not turn over its ticket procedures to a 
vendor, several local cities stopped their camera programs. 
 
Four cities in Broward County were surveyed. 
 
The study by the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles found a dramatic increase in 
accidents before and after installing the cameras in three of the four Broward cities  – Sunrise, Tamarac 
and Fort Lauderdale. 
 
Fort Lauderdale, which has discontinued its red light program, had a 84 percent more accidents at 
intersections surveyed.  Sunrise had 81 percent and Tamarac had 67 percent, according to the state 
research. 
 
Davie had a 50 percent decrease. 
 
Red light cameras have been banned in Arkansas, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.  
Repeated attempts by some lawmakers to ban the cameras in Florida, which were permitted by the 
Legislature in 2010, have failed in part due to heavy lobbying by cities. 
 
“Florida should join the list of thirteen states that ban red light cameras. Seniors throughout Florida 
whose only source of income is their social security benefits have to choose between paying their 
medication or paying fines from red light cameras. We should pass good policy in Tallahassee that helps 
the residents and tourists of the beautiful State of Florida; not policy that does more harm than good.” 
  

http://www.browardbeat.com/new-move-in-tally-to-ban-red-light-cameras/
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami 
HEADLINE: Police Psychology: How Officers Recover After Traumatic Event 
BYLINE: Laura Rodriguez 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Police-Psychology-How-Officers-Recover-After-Traumatic-
Event-414033313.html 
 
STORY: Police officers often put their lives on the line, but how do they recover when faced with 
danger? 
 
Dr. Scott Allen, Miami-Dade Police Psychologist, says a traumatic event is any event that is outside the 
typical scope of normal human actions. 
 
And October 30th, 2013 was anything but normal for Officer Mario Gutierrez. While parked at a gas 
station on Le Jeune Road and NW 25th street he saw smoke and a man pulling the gas hose. 
 
"I was afraid we were going to blow up," Gutierrez said. "But I knew that I had to deal with the 
problem." 
 
Gutierrez says he fired his taser at Dominique Jean, but seconds later the man viciously attacked him. 
 
"I remember getting up on my knees and he starts to stab me across my chest," he said. "And I got very 
scared, because I was like man I'm not going to see my family. And then I got pissed, I got so angry." 
 
Gutierrez then remembers reaching for his gun— he shot and killed his attacker. Fellow officers then 
rushed Gutierrez from this gas station to the hospital. 
 
"As soon as I was in that emergency room, the first thing I said was get me Dr. Allen," Guitierrez said. 
 
Thousands of Top Boats on Display in Miami This Weekend 
 
Dr. Scott Allen has been a police psychologist with the Miami-Dade Police Department for more than 30 
years. The department's psychological services team is on call 24/7 for officers. 
 
"We respond to all the scenes of officer involved shootings, we respond to the hospital when there is a 
major traumatic event," Allen said. 
 
Dr. Allen says he was hired in the 1980s to help lower the incidence of suicide in the department. 
According to the "Badge of Life" there were 108 police suicides in the United States in 2016— a number 
that has dropped since 2008. 
 
"We average probably one police suicide every two years, so that is an incredibly low incidence," he 
said. 
 
And after such a traumatic experience that almost took his life, Officer Gutierrez recognizes the 
importance of a healthy mind to continue doing the job he loves. 
 

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Police-Psychology-How-Officers-Recover-After-Traumatic-Event-414033313.html
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"You need it... how are you going to heal your mind, how are you going to heal your emotions if you 
don't talk. Where are you going to go... it's going to eat you alive," Gutierrez said. 


