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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Pembroke Pines police union contracts still at an impasse 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/92576026-132.html 
 
STORY: On Tuesday morning, Mayor Frank Ortis hosted “Coffee with a Cop,” an initiative in which the 
public is invited to sit down with a police officer and chat. About six police officers were inside his 
restaurant, the Mayor’s Café & Bagel Emporium, while the president of the Police Benevolent 
Association, Jeff Marano, waged a one man protest outside with the help of an electronic billboard.  

Pembroke Pines Police have been working without a union contract since July but negotiations are at a 
standstill because the city and the union aren’t seeing eye-to-eye on pay and retirement benefits. Both 
sides met twice in January, but came away from those meetings without a resolution. Union officials are 
looking for an annual pay increase of at least $8,000 for the approximately 220 sworn officers. 

The department, and the city, are looking to hire at least 23 officers, but have put those plans on hold as 
the negotiations continue.   

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/92576026-132.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Gun bills line up in Florida Legislature 
BYLINE: Jim Turner 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-nsf-gun-bills-20170213-story.html 
 
STORY: A measure that would reduce the penalty for people who briefly display a firearm in public and 
make it a non-criminal offense has been filed in the House. 
 
The proposal (HB 779), filed Friday by Rep. Neil Combee, R-Polk City, is identical to a bill (SB 646) filed by 
Senate Judiciary Chairman Greg Steube, R-Sarasota. Steube recently turned an omnibus gun measure 
(SB 140) into a series of bills. 
 
Combee said his proposal would apply to people with concealed-weapons licenses. The proposal would 
change what is currently a second-degree misdemeanor charge — carrying a fine up to $500 and 60 
days in jail — into a $25 noncriminal violation that can be paid to a county clerk of the court. 
 
The proposal also would allow members of the state Cabinet — the attorney general, chief financial 
officer and agriculture commissioner — to carry concealed weapons when unaccompanied by full-time 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement security. 
 
As with the majority of other stand-alone gun-related measures by Steube, the proposal has yet to be 
scheduled to appear before a House or Senate committee. 
 
On Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, Steube filed nine bills tied to gun ownership rights after telling reporters of his 
plan to separate the broader bill. 
 
"Just from feeling the tea leaves, it's probably better to attack it piece by piece," Steube said at the time. 
 
The Florida Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence has called Steube's "flurry" of bills "dangerous." 
 
"The sheer breadth of his call to allow citizens to arm themselves in public, including at schools and 
airports, would extend legal gun carry opportunities to unprecedented levels in the state of Florida," the 
coalition — whose members include the League of Women Voters of Florida, the Florida PTA, Equality 
Florida and Doctors for America — said in a release. 
 
Florida Carry attorney Eric Friday said Monday that the Second Amendment advocacy group supports 
Steube's effort, either as a single bill or as a series of proposals. 
 
"Sen. Steube is fighting to restore the right of people to defend themselves," Friday said in an email. 
 
Among Steube's other bills is a proposal (SB 610) that could lead to businesses being held liable if they 
prevent concealed-carry permit holders from bringing firearms onto their property and the permit 
holders get injured by other people or animals. 
 
Among the more prominent of Steube's revised efforts is a bill that would allow people with concealed-
weapons licenses to openly carry handguns (SB 644) and to carry firearms on college and university 
campuses (SB 622). 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-nsf-gun-bills-20170213-story.html
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Both proposals stalled in the Senate Judiciary Committee last year, but the former chairman of the 
committee, Republican Miguel Diaz de la Portilla of Miami, is no longer in the Legislature. 
 
Other proposals by Steube include a measure (SB 618) that would allow people to carry guns in airport 
terminals; a measure (SB 620) that would allow people to carry guns at legislative meetings; a measure 
(SB 626) that would allow people to carry guns at local-government meetings; a measure (SB 640) that 
would allow people to carry guns at career centers; and a measure that would allow concealed firearms 
licensees to temporarily surrender firearms at courthouse security. 
 
The airport terminal proposal is identical to a measure (HB 6001) filed in November by Rep. Jake Raburn, 
R-Lithia. 
 
In December, Rep. Scott Plakon, R-Longwood, introduced a House version of the campus-carry measure 
(HB 6005). 
 
The campus-carry proposal faces opposition by university and college leaders, campus law- enforcement 
officials and faculty members. The Florida Sheriffs Association has opposed efforts to allow open-carry in 
Florida. 
 
Separately, Sen. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, on Monday filed his own measure (SB 908) that would allow the 
1.7 million concealed weapons permit-holders in Florida to carry at the state's 15 seaports. The proposal 
also would delete provisions in state law that bar carrying concealed weapons at police and sheriff's 
stations, jails, courthouses, polling places, colleges, professional sporting events and establishments 
where alcohol is sold for consumption on site. The measure also would delete a provision that prohibits 
people from carrying firearms in places prohibited by federal law. 
 
Baxley also filed a pair of measures (SB 912 and SJR 910) on Monday that would ask voters in November 
2018 or in an earlier special election to amend the state Constitution to exempt law enforcement 
officers and "qualified" retired officers from having to wait three days to purchase handguns. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward to vote on medical marijuana shops 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/broward-politics-blog/fl-sb-broward-medical-
marijuana-20170213-story.html 
 
STORY: Medical marijuana shops could crop up on Broward’s main thoroughfares. 
 
County commissioners today will consider allowing the dispensaries on commercial strips of 
unincorporated Broward: parts of Sunrise Boulevard, U.S. 441, Northwest 27th Avenue, and Northwest 
31st Avenue, also known as Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 
 
They’ll be voting to set a March 14 public hearing, where the issue would get a final vote.  
 
There’s a reason the shops would all be located in struggling parts of the county, where low-income and 
minority residents live. It’s because that’s the only part of the county that’s under the County 
Commission’s authority on this issue. All other parts of Broward are represented by city governments, 
and they’re setting the rules in those areas. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/broward-politics-blog/fl-sb-broward-medical-marijuana-20170213-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/broward-politics-blog/fl-sb-broward-medical-marijuana-20170213-story.html
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