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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Deputies: Corrections officer, inmate had sex in mop closets, kissed through cell doors 
BYLINE: Christal Hayes 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/os-corrections-officer-relationship-inmate-20170119-
story.html 
 
STORY: A corrections officer was arrested Thursday after authorities discovered she was having a sexual 
relationship with a female inmate, according to the Volusia County Sheriff's Office. 
 
Megan Lynch, 27, is facing a third-degree felony charge for sexual misconduct by a corrections officer. 
She resigned in June after the allegations surfaced. 
 
An investigation found other inmates helped cover for the pair as they met for sex in mop closets and 
offices throughout the Volusia County Correctional Facility, said Sheriff's Office spokesman Gary 
Davidson. 
 
Lynch helped get the inmate, who wasn't identified, a job cleaning offices in the jail. Once they started a 
relationship in April, the pair met "virtually every day" for sex until administrators at the jail found out 
and launched an investigation. 
 
Lynch and the inmate both said the relationship was consensual, but sexual contact of any kind between 
an officer and inmate is a crime. 
 
On one occasion, Lynch was spotted watching the inmate taking a shower, Davidson said, describing it 
as an act of "voyeurism." 
 
In another incident, they were seen kissing through the bars in a cell door, Davidson said. 
 
An investigation determined that other inmates helped the pair exchange notes, some of which were 
found in a search of the woman's cell in May. The inmate "covered for Lynch at the time and told the 
staff that the notes were from another inmate," Davidson said. 
 
Deputies found Lynch would come in to visit the inmate on her days off and the inmate had made more 
than 450 calls to Lynch, including one where Lynch said "I understand that somewhere we crossed the 
line," Davidson said. 
 
Lynch was arrested at her home in Port Orange and booked in the Flagler County Jail. She's being held 
on a $10,000 bond. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward lawmakers want to study merging county's 2 hospital districts 
BYLINE: Dan Sweeney 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/florida-politics-blog/fl-broward-legislative-local-bills-
20170119-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward's legislators are ready to file a controversial local bill this session that eventually could 
lead to the combination of the county's two hospital districts. 
 
The lawmakers held their final delegation meeting before the March legislative session Thursday and 
decided to take five local bills to Tallahassee. Those bills would: 
 
•Change the borders of the North Springs Improvement District, which services Coral Springs with 
wastewater treatment, to include some areas of unincorporated Broward County. 
 
•Change the charter of the Central Broward Water Control District to allow it to decide on issues by 
motion, rather than only by passing resolution. 
 
•Extend the borders of Fort Lauderdale's Downtown Development Authority. 
 
•Grant an exception to height limits for a billboard in Davie that was obscured by a new overpass. 
 
•Form a study group to consider whether to combine the county's two hospital districts. 
 
The delegation rejected a proposed local bill that would have provided equal funding to city-run charter 
schools, a big issue in Pembroke Pines, which has five charter campuses operated by the city. 
 
Most of the local bills passed without incident, but the hospital district bill feeds into major 
controversies at the North Broward Hospital District, which is currently under investigation by the FBI 
and the Florida inspector general. 
 
The bill, proposed by state Sen. Gary Farmer, D-Fort Lauderdale, initially would have combined the two 
districts outright, but it was amended to simply require a group of stakeholders to look at the possibility 
of merging the North Broward and South Broward districts, which are also known as Broward Health 
and Memorial Healthcare, respectively. 
 
"Could we somehow streamline these things and could the districts learn from each other, adopt their 
best practices, with the outcome that we'd have better health care in Broward?" Farmer asked. 
 
His initial bill changed after Farmer talked with Ron Book, who lobbies for both districts. 
 
"First of all, throwing two districts together with the complexity of the IT contracts, the managed care 
contracts, the position contracts, the myriad issues of debt is simply not something you can do without a 
long and deliberative look," Book said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hallandale's London, Lazarow cleared of alleged Sunshine Law violations 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-london-lazarow-investigation-cleared-20170119-
story.html 
 
STORY: Commissioners Keith London and Michele Lazarow were cleared by the Broward State 
Attorney's Office Thursday of allegations they violated the state's open-government law. 
 
Prosecutors opened an investigation in September after getting a complaint from Mayor Joy Cooper 
accusing her political rivals of discussing city business behind the scenes. 
 
Florida's Sunshine Law prohibits public officials from privately discussing matters that will come before 
them. 
 
Cooper told prosecutors Lazarow knew what item London wanted to pull for discussion during a public 
meeting in April. 
 
During the investigation, Lazarow told prosecutors she knew London had questions about the item 
because it came up during a meeting in March and had not yet been resolved. 
 
The State Attorney's Office closed the investigation Thursday, citing insufficient evidence to prove 
criminal conduct. 
 
"I am grateful that the State Attorney's Office has cleared us of any wrongdoing," Lazarow said. "It's a 
shame that Mayor Cooper continues to waste our residents' tax dollars by using law enforcement for 
her political witch hunts." 
 
London said he also was glad to put the matter behind him. 
 
"I'm happy this frivolous complaint from the mayor has been dismissed," he said. "I'm focused on 
moving our city in a new direction that promotes ethics, transparency and people-first policy." 
 
Cooper, however, was not happy to hear the news. 
 
"I just know what I saw and what I heard," she told the Sun Sentinel. "We talk about a lot of items, but 
to presume he was going to pull that item? I don't buy it." 
 
Bill Julian, a veteran commissioner who lost his seat in the Nov. 8 election, remains under criminal 
investigation by the State Attorney's Office. 
 
That inquiry was opened on Aug. 26, three days after Ch. 10 aired a story saying Julian had been caught 
on audiotape saying he may have taken favors from a developer. 
 
Julian has vowed he will be vindicated, but has declined further comment. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: BSO deputy’s killer on Death Row gets new sentencing hearing 
BYLINE: Michael Auslen 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article127440004.html 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE -The Florida Supreme Court on Thursday overturned death sentences for three 
men, including a convicted killer of a Broward County Sheriff’s deputy. 
 
Lancelot Uriley Armstrong was convicted of killing John Greeney, a BSO deputy and Air Force veteran, 
during a 1990 armed robbery at a Church’s Fried Chicken in Fort Lauderdale. The jury voted 9-3 to 
sentence him to death and gave another man involved in the armed robbery a life sentence. 
 
Now, Armstrong, as well as Donald Otis Williams, convicted of kidnapping and murdering an 81-year-old 
woman in 2010, and William M. Kopsho, sentenced for killing his wife in 2000 after learning she was 
having an affair, will have new sentencing hearings. 
 
It’s possible they could still be sentenced to death, but they could also see their sentences commuted to 
life in prison. 
 
Courts will empanel new juries to decide how to sentence each of these men, though they will not 
determine whether they are guilty, as their first-degree murder convictions have not been overturned. 
 
If the Florida Legislature updates the state’s death penalty laws to require a unanimous vote for a death 
sentence — as state Sen. Randolph Bracy, D-Orlando, has proposed (SB 280) — then a vote of all 12 
jurors could put them to death. Anything less would lead to a life sentence. (The state Supreme Court 
threw out Florida’s death penalty laws as unconstitutional last year because they did not require 
unanimous jury votes.) 
 
By demanding new sentencing hearings in these cases, the court is putting into practice a Dec. 22 ruling 
that could lead to life sentences for some of the 200-plus Death Row prisoners whose cases were 
finalized after a key U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 2002. 
 
It’s likely similar decisions will continue to trickle out of the court in the coming months. 
 
In the December rulings, the justices decided that death sentences finalized after June 2002 were 
unconstitutional because they did not require a unanimous jury vote and because the judge could 
impose a death sentence without the jury’s approval. It’s a standard critics, including Senior Justice 
James Perry, have criticized as “arbitrary.” 
 
Older sentences still stand. The court affirmed two of them Thursday, as well, including the case of 
Stanley McCloud, convicted of killing his wife with a .357 magnum in front of their two young children. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami 
HEADLINE: Jury convicts Broward sheriff's deputy of battery on inmate 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/bob-norman/jury-convicts-broward-deputy-of-battery-on-inmate 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - The Broward Sheriff’s Office exonerated Deputy Kristen Connelly after 
allegations from inmate Audra West that Connelly had grabbed her for no reason and dragged her into a 
strip search room, where she was beaten. 
 
The exoneration, which was supported by Sheriff Scott Israel, came despite West’s obvious injuries, 
which included a badly blackened eye and bruises on her face and body, and a damning video clearly 
showing Connelly violently wrenching West up from her chair and flinging her around the room before 
dragging her, with the help of other deputies into the strip search room.   
 
But now a jury has convicted Connelly in court of battery, a first-degree misdemeanor punishable by up 
to a year in jail. 
 
"Six people believed her, while the sheriff’s office rejected her account of how she was beaten," West’s 
civil attorney, Gary Kollin, said. 
 
Connelly alleged after the attack that it was West who was battered her. Connelly said West became 
verbally abusive after being denied a tampon, according to a BSO report. 
 
The state attorney’s office rejected Connelly’s case against West, noting that West never "presented a 
physical threat to the deputy before being forcefully dragged out of her chair into a room with four 
other deputies, where Audra West was allegedly beaten." 
 
It wasn't until Local 10 News obtained the video and aired it on television roughly a year after the 
incident that the state attorney's office reopened the investigation and charged Connelly with battery. 
 
"If it weren’t for the expose that (Local 10 News) did on the TV, this detention deputy would have gone 
free," Kollin said. 
 
Connelly, however, is going free. 
 
Broward County Judge Ginger Lerner-Wren sentenced Connelly to pay court costs of $645 and 
restitution in an amount not yet determined. Kollin called it an outrageously light sentence. 
 
"There's nothing there for her to receive anger management counseling," Kollin said. "There's nothing 
there for probation. There's nothing there for jail time." 
 
Lerner-Wren said she couldn't comment as the case isn’t officially closed, but denied she has given 
Connolly a break. 
 
"She should have gotten time in custody so she could see what it is to be treated by people like herself," 
Kollin said.   
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He said his client, West, who declined comment after the conviction, was disappointed in the sentence 
but still relieved to see some justice done. 
 
"The public here has voted," Kollin said. "They have said this deputy is guilty. This deputy is wrong." 
 
Connelly, who had been suspended with pay when she was criminally charged, is now suspended 
without pay. 
 
The BSO has not commented on her future with the agency. 


