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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Florida Supreme Court: More than 200 death row inmates were given unconstitutional death 
sentences 
BYLINE: Rafael Olmeda 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-florida-death-penalty-ruling-20161222-story.html 
 
STORY: More than half the inmates facing execution in Florida may be entitled to new sentencing 
hearings, the state's Supreme Court ruled Thursday. 
 
Answering a question that has been hanging over capital cases since January, the state's high court ruled 
death sentences that were "final" before a key 2002 ruling could proceed, but those that were imposed 
or whose appeals were still pending after that date could be entitled to a new sentencing hearing. 
 
At the beginning of 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the state's death penalty process was 
fundamentally flawed and unconstitutional, partly because it put too much power in the hands of judges 
and did not require juries to reach critical decisions about whether the circumstances of the crimes 
merited the death sentence. 
 
The state legislature responded with a new law requiring juries to make the necessary decisions and 
requiring the support of at least 10 jurors for a judge to impose the death penalty. But the state 
Supreme Court ruled two months ago that nothing short of a unanimous verdict would suffice. 
 
Defense lawyers cheered the October decision and predicted it would put all 386 death penalty cases in 
limbo, including 22 from Broward County and seven from Palm Beach County. 
 
But prosecutors urged the state court to clarify whether its decision would apply retroactively or only to 
future cases. Thursday's decisions in two cases sought to answer that question, though prosecutors and 
defense lawyers disagree on exactly how many cases will be affected. 
 
The court tied its Thursday decision to a 2002 U.S. Supreme Court ruling – Ring v. Arizona – that ordered 
Arizona to put its death penalty in the hands of juries rather than judges. 
 
"Florida's capital sentencing statute has essentially been unconstitutional since Ring in 2002," the court 
wrote in one of Thursday's rulings, that of John F. Mosley, a Jacksonville-area man given the death 
penalty for placing his infant son in a plastic bag in 2004 and allowing him to suffocate. 
 
Cases that were decided before the Ring decision can proceed, according to Thursday's rulings. 
 
The Broward State Attorney's Office, while still reviewing the impact of the new rulings, predicted that 
nine cases decided before 2002 would be unaffected. The remaining 13 death row inmates from 
Broward might be entitled to new sentencing hearings, but even that's not guaranteed, said Chief 
Assistant State Attorney Jeff Marcus. 
 
"A determination still has to be made as to whether the error in those remaining cases was harmless," 
Marcus said. In some cases, for example, defendants chose to have a judge make the decision rather 
than a jury. In others, jurors already reached a unanimous recommendation of death, and prosecutors 
could argue that the defendants would still have received a death sentence anyway. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-florida-death-penalty-ruling-20161222-story.html
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But defense lawyer Richard Rosenbaum, who represents one such defendant, said he's anticipating a 
new hearing because his penalty-phase strategy would have been different under different rules. 
Rosenbaum represented Randy W. Tundidor, who was sentenced to death in 2014 for the 2010 
kidnapping and murder of his Plantation landlord, Joseph Morrissey. The jury that recommended the 
death penalty for Tundidor was unanimous, but Tundidor instructed his lawyer not to put up much of a 
fight in the sentencing phase, preferring to maintain his innocence rather than plead for mercy. 
 
Had Tundidor known he could avoid the death sentence by persuading a single juror to hold out, he 
would have changed his approach, Rosenbaum said. 
 
Such disputes are bound to be argued in as many as 200 death penalty cases across the state. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Palm Beach sheriff's deputy arrested in ID theft case 
BYLINE: Paula McMahon and Adam Sacasa 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/boynton-beach/fl-pbso-boynton-deputy-fraud-
20161222-story.html 
 
STORY: A Palm Beach sheriff's deputy faces identity theft and fraud charges for abusing his access to a 
law enforcement database to steal people's personal information, authorities said Thursday. 
 
Another man arrested in the same case told investigators that he agreed to pay Deputy Frantz Felisma 
$10,000 a month in exchange for the deputy routinely obtaining the personal information of people who 
owned luxury vehicles, records show. 
 
U.S. Magistrate Judge William Matthewman agreed to keep Felisma jailed Thursday after prosecutors 
raised concerns he could flee the country. 
 
Felisma, 42, of Boynton Beach, will remain locked up at least until a detention hearing Wednesday. He 
was dressed in dark blue jail scrubs, handcuffed to a chain around his waist and shackled. 
 
Prosecutors said they wanted Felisma to remain in custody mostly because they think he might vanish 
now that the long-term investigation against him was made public. They said they believe there is some 
"threat of danger" to the community but did not explain. 
 
An investigation found Felisma worked with a man, identified in documents as K.J., who went around 
looking for people driving high-end cars, court documents show. K.J. gave Felisma the vehicle's license 
plate, make and model on a piece of paper, according to the documents. 
 
Felisma allegedly used his Palm Beach sheriff's laptop to put that information into a law enforcement 
database to get a driver's name, Social Security number and other personal information. He would then 
give it back to the man, according to court documents. 
 
K.J. created credit cards and bank accounts using that stolen personal information, investigators said. 
Information from more than a dozen people was used to steal about $197,000 from them, according to 
the documents. 
 
Investigators also found more than 200 text messages between the deputy and the other man from 
January 2013 to September 2014, with many of the messages confirming meeting locations, authorities 
said. 
 
Confronted Wednesday with the allegations against him, the deputy "gave about four hours of 
statements" to investigators, a prosecutor said. 
 
Prosecutors said in court Thursday that they needed more time before a bond hearing to go through the 
deputy's statement. They wanted to inspect phones seized Wednesday during a search, and also want to 
interview his colleagues, they said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/boynton-beach/fl-pbso-boynton-deputy-fraud-20161222-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/palm-beach/boynton-beach/fl-pbso-boynton-deputy-fraud-20161222-story.html
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In arguing there was a risk the deputy would flee the country, prosecutors said Felisma, a U.S. citizen, is 
a native of Haiti. Assistant U.S. Attorney Lauren Jorgensen said Felisma's mom still lives in Haiti and he 
frequently travels there. And investigators have photos of him posing with a Haitian police chief in Haiti. 
 
Felisma's wife cried in court Thursday and blew kisses to her husband as he was led out of the 
courtroom. 
 
Felisma's lawyer, Jason Kreiss, told the judge that Felisma's wife wanted him home for Christmas. 
 
Kreiss said his client denies the criminal allegations against him and denies that he is a flight risk or 
danger to the community. 
 
"To the contrary, Deputy Felisma was recently awarded Deputy of the Quarter and has been a highly 
regarded member of the Sheriff's Office and the community," the lawyer said. 
 
Felisma is currently on paid administrative leave, the Sheriff's Office said. 
 
"The Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office holds its employees to the highest standards and never forgets 
about its duty to preserve the public's trust," the sheriff's office said in a statement. "Unfortunately 
sometimes an employee makes a bad decision, which leads to misconduct. 
 
"This misconduct was reported, investigated and subsequently determined to be criminal in nature, 
resulting in the charges." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Christmas revelers cited for illegal parking in Plantation 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-
20161222-story.html 
 
STORY: The city of Plantation lost its bid to shut down a controversial residential Christmas display, but 
it is beefing up efforts to ticket the people who stop by to see it. 
 
Since Dec. 16, Plantation's police department has issued 58 parking tickets that carry a $29 penalty for 
cars that park along Old Hiatus Road to walk over to Mark and Kathy Hyatt's display off Northwest 14th 
Street, according to the agency's records division. 
 
"No parking" signs line the street but the city has complained that people ignore the signs, often parking 
right under them. In past years the city also set up a "no parking" lighted display board, but complained 
people parked under that, too. 
 
The city's police department most recently tried to shut down part of Old Hiatus. But a circuit court 
judge — in her October decision against the city in a fight over the display — ruled that the traffic issues 
were exacerbated by the city's actions shutting down the street. 
 
A police department spokesman declined to comment Thursday. 
 
Mark Hyatt, who is now a city councilman, could not be reached for comment on his cellphone or by 
email. The family on its Facebook page called the ticketing "disheartening" and "pitiful." 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-20161222-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-20161222-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Ex-commissioner files lawsuit against Margate over legal bills 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-
20161222-story.html 
 
STORY: The city is being sued by a former city commissioner who said Margate City Hall should pay his 
legal bills. 
 
Attorneys for former Margate commissioner David McLean filed the suit last week. McLean's attorney 
said he first tried submitting a $323,000 invoice to City Hall but was ignored for weeks. 
 
His lawyer argues Florida law entitles McLean to be reimbursed because he was charged with 
misconduct while acting in his official capacity, and the federal charges were eventually dismissed. 
 
Other cities, most notably Tamarac and Deerfield Beach, have paid thousands of dollars to reimburse 
commissioners accused of criminal misconduct. "The law is clear," said McLean's attorney, C. Edward 
McGee. 
 
He said he has since revised his request to ask for $311,000: "We tried to be fair with them." 
 
"It is not discretionary," he said. "It is a duty [that] is owed to a person who undertakes" public office. 
 
The city declined to comment. "We will not discuss legal strategy," said Margate spokeswoman Alison 
Saffold.   
 
McLean was convicted in September 2013 in federal court of using his influence as a commissioner to 
secure political favors for the landlord of a tiki bar he ran in a State Road 7 strip mall. In exchange, the 
landlord gave McLean cash payments, a jury determined. 
 
But a judge tossed the conviction three months later, saying federal courts did not have jurisdiction 
because prosecutors didn't prove money from federal programs was involved. 
 
The decision was upheld by an appeals court. 
 
The city has already paid McLean $50,000 in back pay from when he was suspended from office by the 
governor because of the bribery-related charges. 
 
Still, McLean's legal case isn't over. It is scheduled to be heard in court on the same corruption charges 
— but on a state level — in January. 
 
McGee said he'll defend that, too. 
 
"We said all along David McLean never did a doggone thing wrong, nothing he did was illegal," he said. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-20161222-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/plantation/fl-plantation-hyatt-christmas-tickets-20161222-story.html

