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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Man thanks BSO sergeant and Good Samaritan who pulled him from a burning car 
BYLINE: Anne Geggis 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-pompano-burning-car-man-saved-20161221-
story.html 
 
STORY: Pedro Ruiz was almost home when he pulled onto the Interstate 95 exit ramp to Sample Road 
on a Tuesday night earlier this month. He saw something that made him immediately pull over. 
 
A car was crashed into the sound barrier wall. So, the former sheriff's deputy grabbed a flashlight. And 
what he saw set off a chain of events that culminated Wednesday with the man Ruiz found slumped in 
the front seat thanking him and a Broward County Sheriff's sergeant for pulling him from the wreck just 
before the car burst into flames on Dec. 13. 
 
"They brought me back to life," said Robert Smith, 46, of Boca Raton, looking skyward with his eyes 
welling with tears. "I am forever in their debt. 
 
Smith said he can't remember the events just before Ruiz found him unconscious with his foot on the 
accelerator in the smoldering rental car, But Ruiz and Sgt. Steven Handras will always be his heroes. 
 
"These men are my angels," he said. 
 
The three were reunited Wednesday at the Broward Sheriff's Office district headquarters in Pompano 
Beach. 
 
"Glad you are okay," Handras said as Smith walked into a small gathering in the office's atrium. 
 
Smith hugged both men. "Thank you for saving my life." 
 
Neither of the "heroes" consider themselves heroic. They were glad to arrive at just the right moment. 
Body camera footage from the scene shows Smith was still unconscious as his car was engulfed in flame. 
 
Ruiz, 45, who's now in private security after working 12 years for the Putnam County sheriff, said the car 
was just beginning to smoke when he saw Smith in the front seat. Seconds late he saw Handras' marked 
cruiser coming off the ramp onto Sample Road from the northbound side and flagged him down. 
 
Instantly, the two were working as if they had been partners for years, Ruiz said. 
 
Before running to the disabled car, Handras grabbed a crowbar from his trunk. Finding the car locked, 
Handras smashed the backseat window on the driver's side, but the intense smoke made it impossible 
to find the car's lock button. 
 
"I'm praying to God the car doesn't blow up and kill all three of us," Handras said. 
 
Handras then smashed the driver's window and reached in to unlatch Smith's seat belt while Ruiz, 
standing next to him, found the power lock inside. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-pompano-burning-car-man-saved-20161221-story.html
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After dragging Smith out together, they couldn't find a pulse. Ruiz started cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
as Handras called for an ambulance. After about 90 seconds, Ruiz felt Smith's heartbeat. 
 
Ruiz said he's only been involved in two other situations this intense: getting shot at during a traffic stop 
and witnessing a suicide. 
 
"What a blessing to know that he is out there, keeping us safe," Ruiz said, gesturing to his partner of a 
few minutes. 
 
Smith said that he's still piecing together what led to the crash. But he is taking his good fortune of 
having these two men pass by at just the right time as a sign to continue on the path of going into 
Christian ministry. 
 
"I guess God has got a plan for me," he said. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward clerk of courts' lawsuit over fees to move forward 
BYLINE: News Service of Florida 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-nsf-broward-clerk-lawsuit-20161222-story.html 
 
STORY: A circuit judge has refused to dismiss a constitutional challenge in which the Broward County 
clerk of courts argues that the state has improperly diverted millions of dollars in fees from court 
operations. 
 
Leon County Circuit Judge Karen Gievers, in a two-page order filed this week, rejected state motions to 
dismiss the case. 
 
Broward County Clerk of Courts Howard Forman, a former state senator, filed the lawsuit in May, 
alleging that the state unconstitutionally diverted a portion of court-filing fees to general revenue and 
trust funds. The lawsuit contends the diversions forced clerks to cut their budgets because of a lack of 
money. 
 
State motions to dismiss the case raised a number of issues and said lawmakers did not improperly use 
the fees. "To the extent he [Forman] seeks a declaration that the money appropriated by the Legislature 
for the operation of the court clerks' offices is insufficient, this [circuit] court lacks subject matter 
jurisdiction over this political question," one of the motions said. "A court cannot order the Legislature 
to appropriate funds." 
 
But Gievers, who held a hearing Dec. 5, said in the order that "the four corners of the complaint state a 
cause of action" and that the case can move forward. 
 
Forman decided to retire earlier this year. His wife, Brenda Forman, was elected to replace him. 
 
The Broward clerk of courts oversees approximately 850 employees and is responsible for the day-to-
day business operations of the courthouse, which includes collecting fees and fines, managing case files 
and processing marriages and divorces. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-nsf-broward-clerk-lawsuit-20161222-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Top cop accused of thwarting investigations quits Florida prison system 
BYLINE: Julie K. Brown 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article122321029.html 
 
STORY: Jeffery Beasley, who was accused of covering up and thwarting investigations into human rights 
abuses in the Florida prison system, has resigned, the Miami Herald has learned. 
 
Beasley, the former inspector general for the Florida Department of Corrections, has accepted a post as 
chief of investigations for the Leon County Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff Walt McNeil confirmed 
Wednesday. 
 
“As is often the case in state government, in particular positions, sometimes you have to carry a burden 
for higher levels of state government,’’ McNeil said. “I make no excuses for him, but I believe his 
background and experience and the level of professionalism he displayed throughout his career speaks 
volumes.’’ 
 
McNeil said Beasley will start Jan. 3. 
 
Beasley’s departure comes a little more than a year after he stepped down from his top cop post at the 
embattled state prisons agency. In October 2015, he was given a new title — director of investigations 
— despite months of widespread criticism and allegations that he and others in his office failed to 
investigate and, in some instances, even derailed cases involving the abuse and even death of prisoners 
in Florida prisons. 
 
Earlier this month, the state paid $800,000 to end a retaliation lawsuit brought by several of his former 
employees, all inspectors whose reputations and careers were damaged after they tried to expose 
wrongdoing by state corrections officers. Beasley placed some of the inspectors under internal 
investigation after they failed to heed his warning to stop pursuing evidence in several cases, including 
one involving a 27-year-old inmate who was gassed to death by officers in 2010. 
 
In an interview with the Miami Herald last year, Beasley, 42, declined to the address the allegations, 
which were still being litigated. However, he contended that he was unfairly portrayed in the media and 
inherited an outdated and understaffed department that was unable to handle 600,000 complaints a 
year with just 110 inspectors.“When you look at what I’ve done — yes, you can look at all the negatives 
— but I’m proud to say there’s a tremendous amount of accomplishment within the department,’’ he 
said. Among other things, the inspector’s general’s office was formally accredited by the Florida 
Commission on Accreditation, which reviews law enforcement agencies across the state. 
 
Michelle Glady, FDC spokeswoman, said Beasley’s resignation is not yet official — but she confirmed he 
is “leaving for a new opportunity.’’ 
 
She added that his decision was voluntary and not related to the lawsuit that was recently settled. 
 
Doug Glisson, a former FDC senior investigator, questioned whether McNeil had thoroughly vetted 
Beasley. As the sheriff’s top investigator, Beasley will oversee most of the criminal cases in Leon County 
— but not in Tallahassee, which has its own police force. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article122321029.html
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“The person in that position would need to be above reproach and Jeff Beasley showed a complete lack 
of ethics in the Department of Corrections,’’ said Glisson, one of three inspectors who sued the agency 
alleging retaliation by Beasley. 
 
The Miami Herald reached out to Beasley through the FDC but he did not respond to a request for 
comment Wednesday night. 
 
As FDC’s inspector general, Beasley’s mission was to “protect and promote public integrity” and root out 
corruption in the department. 
 
Beasley’s troubles began in 2013, when two of his investigators, inspectors Aubrey Land and John Ulm, 
told him that they had found a pattern of corruption in the agency: corrections officers lying and 
falsifying reports, fellow inspectors who had sabotaged cases and misled FDLE investigators and inmate 
deaths that were the result of abuse or medical neglect. 
 
The inspectors alleged that Beasley told them to stick to the “low-lying fruit,’’ and not try to tackle 
anything that would tarnish the agency. The inspectors complained to Gov. Rick Scott’s chief inspector 
general, Melinda Miguel, who began an investigation that eventually cleared Beasley. 
 
But an investigation by the Miami Herald in 2014 revealed that Beasley’s office had a history of 
dismissing abuse cases and avoiding prosecutions of corrections officials accused of wrongdoing. In 
some cases, the Herald found, officers accused of abusing or neglecting inmates had been promoted. 
 
As more suspicious inmate deaths and abuses were uncovered by the Herald in 2015, pressure mounted 
against Beasley. The Florida Senate’s Criminal Justice Committee began hearings in February 2015. Ulm, 
Glisson and Land testified under oath that Beasley had directed them to back off investigating the death 
of Randall Jordan-Aparo, who was gassed to death at Franklin Correctional Institution in 2010. 
 
Jordan-Aparo, who suffered from a genetic blood disorder, was repeatedly sprayed by officers with 
chemicals. The inspectors found that he had done nothing more than demand that nurses treat him for 
disease-related breathing problems that had flared up the day before his death. Corrections officers 
forced him into a solitary confinement cell and kept spraying him as he begged for help, the inspectors 
found. 
 
One day after Beasley was questioned by the Senate committee, Glisson was hit with six internal affairs 
complaints. He was removed from handling cases and assigned to a room with a desk and no computer. 
 
In June, an independent law enforcement panel ruled that Beasley and others in his office had violated 
Glisson’s rights, breached department protocol and allowed harassing behavior. But the panel stopped 
short of ruling that the acts were criminal, since they found no “overwhelming intent’’ by the agency. 
 
Still, the three inspectors brought a civil lawsuit against the agency, which was settled by the state 
earlier this month. 
 
Beasley, once a law officer in Escambia, Ala., began his career in Florida with the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement, monitoring slot machines and gaming applications in Broward County. He then 
moved to Tallahassee to become a special agent supervisor. 
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He was hired by then-FDC Secretary Ken Tucker in 2011 to head up the prison agency’s inspector 
general’s office. 
 
McNeil, who was secretary of the Department of Corrections from 2008 to 2010, was elected sheriff of 
Leon County in November. He said he formerly worked with Beasley while they were both with FDLE. 
 
“I’ve known him directly for a number of years and I know his reputation as an investigator,’’ McNeil 
said. “He has done a lot of intelligence work and I know the good work he’s done and the good work he 
can do.’’ 
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Driver reunited with cop, good Samaritan who rescued him 
BYLINE: Brandon Beyer 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article122321029.html 
 
STORY: (WSVN) - A driver was reunited, Wednesday, with the police officer and good Samaritan who 
rescued him from his burning car last week. 
 
Broward Sheriff’s Office Sgt. Steve Handras’ body camera from last Tuesday night shows the car in 
flames. Then an explosion is heard. 
 
Just moments before, Pedro Ruiz had dragged the driver, Robert Smith, from the flames. Smith was on 
fire and didn’t have a pulse. 
 
Ruiz and Handras performed CPR on Smith to save his life. 
 
“This is what the country needs to see, is acts like this, ’cause this is what good Samaritans and the 
police is all about,” Smith said, Wednesday. 
 
Handras was driving north on Interstate 95, exiting at Sample Road, when the commotion began. 
 
Handras, driving onto the exit ramp. was waved off the road by Ruiz. They broke out two windows of the 
flaming car before dragging Smith out. 
 
“I don’t know how else to describe it, but it was like the movies, where you pull the guy out of the car 
and the car engulfs in flames,” Handras said. 
 
Smith doesn’t remember how he crashed, but he knows Ruiz and Handras are the only reasons he’s 
alive. 
 
“They risked their lives,” Smith said. “They could’ve died alongside of me, and I’m just very grateful.” 
 
“As far as me feeling like a hero, no,” Ruiz said. “No, I’m just glad that — I’m glad to be alive. I don’t 
know about you, but I’m glad to be alive.” 
  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article122321029.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Deputy, passerby save man from burning car on I-95 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/deputy-passerby-save-man-from-burning-car-on-i-95 
 
STORY: POMPANO BEACH, Fla. - A man who was saved from a burning car last week got the chance 
Wednesday to thank the Broward Sheriff's Office sergeant and a good Samaritan who came to his 
rescue. 
 
Sgt. Steven Handras was driving north on Interstate 95 near Sample Road last Tuesday when he saw a 
car crash into a wall. Handras stopped to help the driver, who was trapped inside the smoking car. 
 
"I could see enough through the smoke, into the car, to see that he was in the car unconscious," 
Handras said. "I could hear the car revving really, really loud. I figured his foot was on the gas pedal."  
 
Body camera footage shows the rescue.  
 
Handras and another passerby, Pedro Ruiz, dragged Robert Smith out of the burning car, moments 
before it became fully engulfed in flames. 
 
"The smoke was overpowering," Handras said. "The whole time I am praying that the whole car doesn't 
blow up and kill all three of us,"  
 
Smith's shirt and arm were on fire, but Handras and Ruiz put out the flames. 
 
"I'm just so grateful in how heroic they were," Smith said. "I would just like to think I would do the same 
thing if put in the same situation." 

http://www.local10.com/news/deputy-passerby-save-man-from-burning-car-on-i-95

