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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Police open fire at McDonald's, officer struck by stolen car, Fort Lauderdale cops say 
BYLINE: Linda Trischitta and Rebeca Piccardo 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-officer-shoots-sunrise-
boulevard-20161128-story.html 
 
STORY: Bullets flew at a fast-food restaurant on a busy Fort Lauderdale corner during the lunch hour 
Monday while officers were investigating a report of a stolen car, police said. 
 
After two passengers bolted out of a stolen Ford Fusion, the driver struck a cop while leaving a 
McDonald's parking lot at 2300 W. Sunrise Blvd., Fort Lauderdale Police Detective Keven Dupree said. 
Two police officers began shooting at the car. 
 
"Officers did draw their weapons and fire shots," Dupree said. The number of bullets fired or whether 
any hit the driver was not yet known and were part of the unfolding investigation, he said. 
 
The driver continued his escape and the car jumped the curb onto West Sunrise Boulevard and traveled 
west in the eastbound lanes, Dupree said. 
 
The car was left abandoned on the 2800 block of Northwest 15th Court, less than two miles away from 
the McDonald's. Police found a gun inside the car. 
 
Officers also saw one of the fleeing passengers ditch a gun on the restaurant property, Dupree said. 
 
Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue took the officer, who had minor injuries, to Broward Health Medical Center, 
officials said. 
 
Inside a Valero gas station that is across Northwest 24th Avenue from the restaurant, Mo Farraj said he 
was behind the counter and heard "four shots. I saw one guy run and jump over the brick wall behind 
the restaurant." 
 
One of the three men was in custody soon after the violent encounter at the restaurant. He was being 
interviewed by detectives but had not been arrested Monday afternoon, Dupree said. 
 
The driver and the second man who ran away were still being sought. 
 
Dupree would not identify the officers involved in the shooting. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-officer-shoots-sunrise-boulevard-20161128-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-officer-shoots-sunrise-boulevard-20161128-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Two appellate judges, one lawyer on short list for Florida Supreme Court 
BYLINE: Dara Kam 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-nsf-florida-supreme-court-20161129-story.html 
 
STORY: A lawyer who once worked to keep David Duke off the presidential ballot in Florida and two 
appellate judges who pledged to use judicial restraint are on a short list of replacements for retiring 
Florida Supreme Court Justice James E.C. Perry. 
 
The Supreme Court Judicial Nominating Commission sent the list to Gov. Rick Scott late Monday, after 
interviewing 11 high court hopefuls in Orlando. 
 
Fifth District Court of Appeal Chief Judge C. Alan Lawson, appellate Judge Wendy Berger and Orlando 
lawyer Dan Gerber made the final cut, according to a notice issued by commission Chairman Jason 
Unger. 
 
Berger, appointed by Scott to the 5th District Court of Appeal three years ago, formerly served as Gov. 
Jeb Bush's assistant general counsel in charge of the death penalty and clemency. 
 
Death penalty cases are a major issue for the Supreme Court. Florida's death penalty has been in flux for 
nearly a year, since a January U.S. Supreme Court ruling, in a case known as Hurst v. Florida, struck down 
the state's capital sentencing system as unconstitutional because it gave too much power to judges, 
instead of juries. 
 
While working for Bush, Berger said she scrutinized death penalty cases to ensure "I felt comfortable" 
before recommending that the governor issue death warrants. Berger said she sentenced three 
defendants to death while serving as a circuit judge. 
 
"I have a breadth of knowledge and work in death penalty cases and I understand the importance of 
those decisions on that level," Berger said Monday during her interview with the nine-member 
nominating commission. 
 
Berger, like the other two finalists for the post, stressed to the commission the importance of using 
judicial restraint. The Supreme Court justices' role is "to apply the law, to interpret the law," Berger said. 
 
"It's not to make it, or force my will upon the people through a written opinion," she said. 
 
During questioning, nearly all of the candidates stressed the need for "originalist" interpretation of laws 
while vowing to construe laws as narrowly as possible. 
 
The finalists' conservative judicial philosophies are a stark contrast to the justice they are seeking to 
replace. Perry, who will leave the court at the end of the year because of a mandatory retirement age, is 
one of five Supreme Court justices who make up a liberal-leaning majority that has repeatedly earned 
the wrath of Scott and the Republican-dominated Legislature. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/florida/fl-nsf-florida-supreme-court-20161129-story.html
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Scott is required to choose a justice from the sprawling region covered by the Daytona Beach-based 5th 
District Court of Appeal. The region stretches across the state from Brevard to Citrus counties and 
includes Orange, Volusia, Marion and St. Johns counties. 
 
Berger, Gerber and Lawson were among the applicants who heaped high praise on conservative Justice 
Charles Canady when asked which jurist they would emulate if chosen for the court. Canady frequently 
authors dissents joined by Justice Ricky Polston. 
 
"The brilliance is there. Every Thursday you look and say, OK, let's see what the dissenting opinions have 
brought this week," said Gerber, a defense lawyer whose recommendations include a letter from 
onetime Florida Attorney General Richard Doran. 
 
Canady "advocates for judicial institutional humility," said Gerber, whose clients have included Publix 
Supermarkets and Orkin and who represented Republican members of the Florida Presidential Selection 
Committee seeking to keep ex-Ku Klux Klan leader Duke from being on the ballot as a Republican in 
1992. 
 
"There is clarity in the restraint that [Canady] brings to the process. He has a clear unambiguous 
understanding about separation of powers," he said. 
 
Lawson also said his judicial philosophy most closely mirrors Canady's. 
 
Lawson, 55, has a lengthy career as a trial lawyer, circuit judge and appellate judge. He applied for two 
Supreme Court openings in 2008 and lost out on one to Perry, who was appointed by former Gov. 
Charlie Crist and joined the court in 2009. 
 
"I tried really hard to find something bad about your background or someone to say something bad 
about you and was unsuccessful," commission member Israel Reyes, who vetted Lawson, joked at the 
outset of the judge's interview. 
 
Lawson, known in the Capitol for his work lobbying the Legislature for appellate court funding, said he 
wanted to do more to bridge the gap between the Supreme Court and other branches of government. 
 
"You need to make an effort," he said, adding that after former House Speaker Dean Cannon was first 
elected to the Legislature, Lawson invited him to sit in on court proceedings for a day. 
 
A relaxed Lawson appeared flummoxed only when asked about his main weakness. 
 
"I know the governor says he looks for humility. … I need to have a really good answer for this," Lawson 
said, failing to come up with a shortcoming. "I just think I'm prepared for this position pretty uniquely in 
a lot of different ways just because … I've done so many things and I've excelled at them. Maybe I'll call 
you later and have an answer to this question." 
 
All three finalists have links to the Federalist Society, a prominent conservative legal group that formed 
in the 1980s. The Federalist Society mentions "the rule of law" in its statement of purpose. 
 
In a letter recommending Lawson, Don Weidner, a retired dean of the Florida State University College of 
Law, wrote that he first met the appellate judge when Lawson was one of Weidner's students but that 
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he maintained contact with him through the Federalist Society, which he described as "a group of 
lawyers, judges and academics interested in legal and policy discussions that include the voices of 
conservatives." 
 
"I believe that he is a principled conservative and a kind man," Weidner wrote of Lawson. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Fort Lauderdale police shoot at driver in stolen car in McDonald's drive-thru 
BYLINE: Peter Burke 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/crime/fort-lauderdale-police-investigate-officer-involved-shooting 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - Police are investigating an officer-involved shooting outside a 
McDonald's in Fort Lauderdale. 
 
The shooting occurred Monday in the 2300 block of West Sunrise Boulevard. 
 
Fort Lauderdale police Detective Kevin Dupree said an officer spotted a car that was reported stolen and 
pulled it over in the McDonald's drive-thru lane. Dupree said two passengers got out of the car and ran 
away, while the driver used the car to ram a pursuing officer. 
 
"Officers did draw their firearms and fired shots into the vehicle," Dupree said. 
 
Dupree said he doesn't know if the driver was struck by the bullets. 
 
Robert Gordon said he was in the drive-thru line ordering when he heard the gunshots. 
 
"So I look outside and I see the police officer on top of the car on the window, shooting through the 
windshield," Gordon said. 
 
Detectives later found the stolen Ford Fusion abandoned. A bullet hole could be seen in the driver's side 
front windshield. 
 
McDonald's was closed for hours during the police investigation. 
 
"Our first priority is always the safety of our customers and employees," McDonald's franchise owner 
Brent Upchurch said in a statement. "As this is an active police investigation, it would be inappropriate 
for me to comment further except to say that we are cooperating fully with law enforcement at this 
time."  
 
The police officer who was struck by the car was taken to Broward Health Medical Center with minor 
injuries. 
 
Police said two suspects were taken into custody, but another person remains at large. 

http://www.local10.com/news/crime/fort-lauderdale-police-investigate-officer-involved-shooting

