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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Flakka in the system of man who died after stun-gun use by Coconut Creek police, medical 
reports reveal 
BYLINE: Lisa J. Huriash 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-calvon-reid-medical-examiner-
20161120-story.html 
 
STORY: There were just drops of Calvon "Andre" Reid's blood left for testing, the key to revealing which 
drugs were in his system the night he died after his run-in with police. 
 
The Broward Medical Examiner's Office tests only showed the presence of marijuana, alcohol and 
cocaine. 
 
But the team of attorneys representing three Coconut Creek officers had a hunch there was more. 
 
It took sending blood to Pennsylvania for tests to show Reid had flakka in his system, which they say 
helps explain Reid's "superhuman strength" when police used stun guns to subdue him, records show. 
 
The testing for flakka, publicly detailed for the first time in records obtained by the Sun Sentinel, helped 
persuade a grand jury this month to not criminally charge the officers. 
 
"I think that was huge," said defense attorney Michael Dutko, "because it suddenly made sense of what 
was going on out there." 
 
Flakka is an illegal substance that sells on the streets for as little as $5 a hit and delivers an instant high. 
It has been blamed for scores of deaths in South Florida and elsewhere. In some cases, authorities have 
described flakka users as exhibiting superhuman-like strength. 
 
In Reid's death, the State Attorney's Office announced Nov. 10 that a grand jury did not find evidence to 
charge the officers. Prosecutors said that flakka and the other "drugs, coupled with a pre-existing 
condition of an enlarged heart, contributed to his death" when officers used Tasers to control his 
aggressive behavior. 
 
Police used Tasers on Reid "possibly" four times in February 2015, the records show. 
 
Still, flakka didn't kill Reid, according to the autopsy results. It was ruled to be the result of 
"complications of an electro-muscular disruptive device," police's use of a stun gun on him. 
 
Yet the presence of flakka is relevant, according to Dutko. 
 
"It was apparent from the discussions from what they had encountered [and] the circumstances and 
behavior, that he appeared to have been not just high on some narcotic but significantly under the 
influence of something other than alcohol," Dutko said. 
 
The Medical Examiner's Office said it didn't have the equipment at the time to run more tests with such 
a small sampling of blood. Dutko's partner, Jeremy Kroll, requested the remaining blood — a single 
milliliter's worth — be sent elsewhere. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-calvon-reid-medical-examiner-20161120-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/coconut-creek/fl-calvon-reid-medical-examiner-20161120-story.html
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The Broward office has since purchased a $650,000 analyzer that allows investigators to detect 
numerous drugs with a smaller blood sample. 
 
According to the newly released records from the Broward Medical Examiner's office, the events 
involving Reid unfolded this way: 
 
Reid got into a fight with his roommate on Feb. 21, 2015, Reid's friends said. He left his friends' home 
and went to The Boar's Nest Saloon and called a friend to pick him up about 6 p.m. The friend said Reid 
was intoxicated, but not injured. 
 
The friend then drove him to a motel in Pompano Beach. The manager at the motel told police Reid left 
the motel after he told him to stop bothering customers for a ride by about 9 p.m. 
 
Reid was at another friend's house in Pompano Beach, snorting flakka and smoking marijuana. He called 
his parents from the bathroom about 10:30 p.m. and told them people were trying to kill him. 
 
While in the bathroom, the friend told detectives Reid "destroyed" the bathroom, tearing the sink out, 
kicking a hole in the wall and ripping the door off the hinges. 
 
Reid left the house, and at about midnight, somebody from a Walgreens in Pompano Beach called police 
to say there was a man passed out in the bathroom. 
 
Paramedics determined Reid didn't need medical help so two Broward Sheriff's deputies drove him to a 
homeless shelter in Pompano Beach, about 100 yards west of the gated Wynmoor Village, a senior 
community, at about 12:22 a.m. 
 
According to a Coconut Creek police, Reid was inside Wynmoor Village at 1:01 a.m. on Feb. 22, 2015. 
Reid approached a senior citizen and asked for a ride to the hospital. 
 
The man, who said Reid had torn clothes and blood on his clothing, declined to give the ride, but called 
911 for him instead. 
 
When paramedics arrived, they told police Reid had erratic behavior and appeared to be hallucinating. 
 
He was "out of control," they said, according to the medical examiner's documents. 
 
Police arrived, but according to the report, Reid ran from them. They chased him 200 feet, but he 
resisted them and they fired their Tasers. Still unable to subdue Reid, they used their Tasers again. 
 
Still, Reid was "able to break free and charged one of the officers," according to the report. He traveled 
"a few feet," was caught, and then officers fired their Tasers "possibly two more times." He was put in 
handcuffs and leg shackles while "prone on the ground" and he "mentioned he could not breathe." 
 
Shortly after, he was unresponsive. He was put on a ventilator at the hospital and died two days later. 
 
Although any accusation of criminal wrongdoing is over for the three officers, a civil lawsuit is pending. 
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Reid's family filed a lawsuit in September 2015 against Coconut Creek, the three officers who fired 
Tasers and a fourth officer on site, alleging wrongful death and deprivation of Reid's civil rights. 
 
They argue Reid was unarmed, had committed no crime, and that police officers Thomas Eisenring, 
Daniel Rush and David Freeman acted aggressively because Reid was black and Wynmoor is a primarily 
white community. 
 
The lawsuit also faults the agency for officers deploying Tasers when their certifications to use them had 
expired — and then trying to catch up on the paperwork after the fact. The incident, the suit alleges, 
"reflects a police department run amok." 
 
The police chief was forced to step down in the wake of Reid's death. 
 
On Friday, family attorney Jarrett Blakeley said the confirmation that flakka was in Reid's system is a 
"red herring." 
 
"No blood test is going to disprove what these witnesses saw — the witnesses [in Wynmoor] saw him 
beaten and electrocuted," said Blakeley, who only learned Friday the number of times Reid may have 
been hit by Tasers. "If these officers had been trained they would know that's wildly excessive and not 
the way Tasers are to be used. 
 
"Four times. How can you survive that?" 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Protests, security concerns force Fort Lauderdale to pay $900,000 extra in police OT 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-police-overtime-
20161121-story.html 
 
STORY: Fort Lauderdale police officers spent a lot more time on the job during the past year as events 
around the country sparked local demonstrations and the need for increased security at special events. 
 
The police department paid out $900,000 more in overtime than the $3.6 million it had budgeted as 
people took to the streets to protest police shootings and as terrorist concerns demanded an extra level 
of protection at major public gatherings. 
 
"Nobody could predict the things that were here, that came about that overtime had to be expended for 
to keep the community safe," Commissioner Bruce Roberts said. 
 
Police were on hand for a number Black Lives Matter and other demonstrations, including a July march 
following the shooting deaths of black men by police in Minnesota and Baton Rouge. Police concerns 
were heightened because a peaceful March in Dallas ended with a gunman killing five police officers. 
 
"It's not a common work week when we have 400 to 500 people show up on a Saturday afternoon [to 
protest] an incident that didn't happen in our city," Police Chief Frank Adderley said. 
 
The June shootings that left 50 people dead at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando prompted beefed-up 
security at the city's Fourth of July celebration on the beach and at other special events. 
 
And if the demonstrations nationally following the election of Donald Trump as president are any 
indication, there's sure to be more unplanned events for police to handle, Adderley said. 
 
The city this year, in addition to the extra overtime expenses, also paid $569,000 for better equipment 
to protect police, including upgraded shields capable of stopping rifle-caliber rounds, because of the 
increased dangers they're facing. 
 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-police-overtime-20161121-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-lauderdale-police-overtime-20161121-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Days after testifying against officer, deputies beat woman 
BYLINE: Bob Norman 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/bob-norman/days-after-testifying-against-officer-woman-says-
deputies-beat-her 
 
STORY: FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - The cellphone video of a Fort Lauderdale police officer pushing down a 
homeless man and then slapping him while the man sat harmlessly on the pavement at the central bus 
terminal spread around the world like wildfire. 
 
It also led to criminal charges and a highly publicized trial for Officer Victor Ramirez. At the heart of both 
the video and trial was a 24-year-old woman named Jessica Mooney. She can be seen in the video, 
which was shot by her boyfriend at the time, later reached out to the victim, Bruce LeClair, and then 
testified against Ramirez at his trial with the hope that it would help to stop any similar abuse from 
happening again. 
 
"All I did was try to help somebody," said Mooney. "I testified because I thought it was the right thing to 
do, because the cop was wrong." 
 
But just eight days after the trial ended with the officer's acquittal in March, it happened to her. She was 
badly beaten by Broward sheriff’s deputies at the jail after she was arrested by Fort Lauderdale police. 
The photos of the aftermath show Mooney -- a 5-foot, two-inch, 120-pound woman –- with a 
grotesquely swollen face, a gash over her eye, and bruising all over her arms, torso and legs. 
 
Her criminal defense attorney, Scott Hecker, says there can be no good explanation for the beating. 
 
"It never should have happened," he said. "You would think that training would prevent deputies from 
beating a woman like this. You’re in jail, but it’s supposed to be a safe environment .. it’s supposed to be 
a controlled situation. Here, unfortunately the people in control were out of control." 
 
When interviewed, Mooney could barely bring herself to look at the photos and broke down after 
seeing them. She says she has lasting physical ailments from the beating, including occasional seizures. 
 
"I never want to see this happen to anyone again," she said, before breaking into tears. "Can we stop?" 
 
The incident occurred after an admittedly intoxicated Mooney was arrested for failing to pay a 
restaurant and bar bill at the Quarterdeck in Fort Lauderdale. Police arrested her while she was walking 
home with her five-month-old baby in tow. 
 
"The allegation was that she handed her child to a stranger to hold the child," he said. "Eventually she 
was arrested for neglect and petty theft for the money that was owed to the restaurant." 
 
The theft charge was later dropped when it was determined she had in fact paid; a misdemeanor 
neglect charge remains pending. It was later during fingerprinting at the Broward County Jail that the 
incident occurred. 
 

http://www.local10.com/news/bob-norman/days-after-testifying-against-officer-woman-says-deputies-beat-her
http://www.local10.com/news/bob-norman/days-after-testifying-against-officer-woman-says-deputies-beat-her
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According to a State Attorney's Office investigation into the incident, deputies allege Mooney had yelled 
profanities at them. Mooney said a deputy named Amanda Moreno was verbally abusing her. She said 
she asked for her name and badge number, but couldn’t see it because her hair was covering it. 
 
"With one finger I went like this," she said, brushing her own hair away. "She smashed my face on the 
finger printing thing." 
 
Three or four more deputies jumped in. 
 
"I don't know if I lost consciousness or if my body went into shock," she said. "I believe I had a footprint 
on my rib cage. They split open my eyebrow. The whole inside of my mouth had cuts everywhere, just 
from being brutalized. I was on the floor." 
 
Moreno and other deputies, however, told prosecutors Mooney didn’t simply brush the deputy’s hair 
but "violently pulled" it, according to close-out memo authored by Assistant State Attorney Ryan Kelley. 
Mooney’s attorney, Hecker, says he was allowed to see jail surveillance video that captured parts of the 
incident, and that what he saw contradicts the deputies’ stories. 
 
"You see her hand go up to the front and go up, it's not a fist and it's not a grabbing motion as the 
deputies say," said Hecker. "It’s moving away." 
 
He said the video then shows Mooney go down and several deputies standing over her, though the 
actual beating can’t be seen while Mooney is on the floor. 
 
"What you can see in the video is everybody on top of her," he said. "She's underneath these people. 
You can see arms move." 
 
He said that once Deputy Moreno was extricated, she went right back towards Mooney. 
 
"It appears as though she's about to kick the defendant and as she lifts her leg she falls," Hecker said. 
"The "deputy falls on her rear end." 
 
The State Attorney’s Office is refusing to release the video, even though it is part of what is now a closed 
investigation and would normally be a public record. Prosecutors cite a recent legal decision from 
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi’s office that basically opines that government surveillance video 
footage isn’t public record because its release could compromise government security systems. 
 
Hecker notes that in this case surveillance video paid for by taxpayers meant to safeguard the public is 
being withheld in a way that could protect deputies from bad behavior. Conversely the release of the 
video could vindicate those same deputies in the eyes of the public. Hecker said he intends to get a copy 
of the video through a court order. 
 
Prosecutor Kelley concluded that the video does not contain sufficient evidence to charge Moreno or 
any other deputy with a crime. He noted in his report that the video shows Moreno going back at 
Mooney and falling to the ground, but determined that her intent was "unclear." While Mooney 
suspects that the beating was retribution for her previous testimony, there has been no evidence found 
to support that is the case.   
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"It never should have happened," said Hecker. "The only people that were violent in this case were the 
BSO detention deputies." 


