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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Jurors deliberating in federal civil trial of three BSO deputies accused of beating fleeing 
suspect 
BYLINE: Mike Clary 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-bso-beating-trial-closings-20161117-story.html 
 
STORY: Jurors are to resume deliberations Friday in the trial of three Broward sheriff's deputies accused 
in a federal civil suit of beating a man into unconsciousness after he attempted to flee from a North 
Lauderdale traffic stop. 
 
Deputies Dimitri French, Eddy Hernandez and Todd Yoder used excessive force when they arrested 
Bryan Atkinson in August 2013, according to the lawsuit. 
 
After closing arguments Thursday, the eight jurors deliberated for about four hours without reaching a 
verdict. 
 
During three days of trial, the jury viewed pictures of Atkinson, then 20 years old, taken in the hospital 
where attorney Greg Lauer said his client was treated for a a brain bleed, a skull fracture, two chipped 
teeth and a facial fracture running from his forehead to his lower cheekbone. 
 
"We have injuries that are totally inconsistent with anything except getting beaten," Lauer said in his 
closing argument. 
 
He asked the eight jurors to award his client compensatory damages for pain and suffering in the range 
of $500,000 to $750,000. He also asked jurors to assess punitive damages equal to one year of the 
deputies' annual salaries, which range from about $65,000 to $80,000. 
 
David Ferguson, representing the deputies, said Atkinson's injuries resulted not from a beating but from 
falling face-first when he was tackled by Hernandez. The three deputies all testified that they did not 
beat Atkinson. 
 
Ferguson conceded that the photos of Atkinson in the hospital "look bad." But, Ferguson said, "the 
injuries are not as serious as the pictures look. He was sent home two days later with some Tylenol." 
 
Jurors are to resume deliberations at 9:30 a.m. in the courtroom of U.S. District Judge Ursula Ungaro. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood gears for change as new mayor takes reins 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-new-mayor-hollywood-outlook-
20161118-story.html 
 
STORY: He has big plans and little governing experience, but incoming Mayor Josh Levy says he's ready 
for the challenge. 
 
Levy, 42, has never held elected office but won by a landslide with promises to tackle traffic gridlock, 
rundown neighborhoods, budget shortfalls and F-rated pension plans. 
 
"Hollywood needs to reclaim its position as the 'Dream City' envisioned by founder Joseph Young," said 
Levy, an attorney who served 12 years on the city's planning board. "I want to see attractive, charming 
neighborhoods and successful businesses. More culture, great shopping, great schools. That is all going 
to boost property values." 
 
Levy and commission newcomer Debra Case will be sworn in Nov. 22 at 12:30 p.m. along with Dick 
Blattner, Peter Hernandez and Linda Sherwood, incumbent commissioners who fended off challengers 
in the Nov. 8 election. 
 
Levy will take over the reins from Peter Bober, who spent 16 years on the commission —including the 
past eight as mayor — and endorsed Levy after deciding not to run for reelection. 
 
"It's time for a new direction and I believe Josh Levy is the man for the job," longtime resident Rita 
Gambardella said. "Good luck to him trying to change the culture in City Hall. Josh understands the 
issues and I believe he's going to attack each one of them, including trying to save us from bankruptcy. 
We're in a bad financial position and he knows that." 
 
Levy says none of his goals will be met without help from residents and business owners pitching in to 
spruce up their properties or City Hall doing its part. Levy wants to see Hollywood's permitting process 
made faster and more efficient for residents, developers and the business community. He wants code 
officers cracking down on rundown properties and union officials taking a tough look at pension reform. 
 
Broward County's third-largest city declared financial urgency five years ago and still has a long way to 
go to turn things around, city officials have warned. 
 
In June, city officials were anticipating a $20 million shortfall, exacerbated by rising pension and health 
care costs. To help balance the budget, City Hall froze 48 positions, including nine police officers and 
seven firefighters. 
 
Hollywood will collect $98 million in property taxes in the coming year, but will pay $53 million toward 
pensions and $28 million in health care costs for current and retired employees. 
 
City Hall plans to create a task force to tackle pension woes and has hired a consultant to get help on 
cutting health care costs. 
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Levy says he has no plans to hike property taxes, but hopes City Hall will continue to looks for ways to 
cut costs while cracking down on code violations to help boost property values. 
 
He'd like to see Hollywood's downtown develop a reputation as an artsy village popular with people 
regionwide. 
 
"Some people use an example of downtown Delray Beach as to what Hollywood should strive to be 
more like," he said. "It's a place where people can shop, dine and even live because they're built some 
more residential around their downtown. And I think we're on the way there." 
 
Hollywood's reputation as an arts community won't happen overnight, but with a little help from shop 
owners and homeowners, it will be on its way, Levy said. 
 
"Not everyone wants to live in Miami or even downtown Fort Lauderdale," he said. "We have our own 
flavor and can attract new residents and keep the residents we have." 
 
Levy wants to see Hollywood's older neighborhoods work to improve their curb appeal by planting 
landscaping and making other home improvements. 
 
"Our property values are averaging $187,000 per house and that's too low for what they can be 
considering that we're a coastal city in South Florida," Levy said. "Every neighborhood has its own 
potential and charm. It's time to freshen things up." 
 
Levy says he wants City Hall to continue to focus on cultivating smart growth along Hollywood's main 
corridors, including Federal Highway, Dixie Highway and State Road 7. 
 
City officials are working on new zoning regulations for State Road 7 and recently established new 
zoning guidelines for a portion of Dixie Highway that should help the area attract new investors eager to 
build mixed-use projects, Levy said. 
 
"I want bright new, modern development, of course," he said. "That's what makes things vibrant. But we 
also want to protect central Hollywood beach from overdevelopment. We're going to adhere to the 
master plan, which preserves the charming character of Hollywood Beach" by not allowing buildings 
taller than 40 feet or 65 feet, depending on the location. 
 
Commissioner Kevin Biederman says he hopes Hollywood's new mayor can make the city the best it can 
be. 
 
"He worked extremely hard to get elected," Biederman said. "If he works just as hard as mayor, the 
residents of Hollywood are going to be very lucky. I think he wants to roll up his sleeves and get to 
work." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: State Attorney's Office orders county to move "ALL'' employees who want out 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-state-attorney-moveout-20161117-story.html 
 
STORY: The Broward State Attorney's Office took an aggressive stance this week in its fight with 
Broward County over courthouse working conditions that employees say are making them ill. 
 
The agency is now demanding that all sick employees be moved out of the courthouse immediately. 
 
The two sides have been cooperating until now, as sick prosecutors ask to be moved out of the flood-
plagued courthouse. But in an email Wednesday, the State Attorney's Office demanded the county 
move 150 employees into private office space at 110 Tower across Southeast Sixth Street. 
 
The county had offered to move the sickest and those who are pregnant, saying that 32 could be 
accommodated. But there were 134 State Attorney's Office employees who had signed up to move 
because of illnesses. 
 
Alphonso Jefferson, assistant county administrator, said 110 Tower requires a long-term lease and the 
county is seeking other office space. 
 
He said Chief Judge Peter Weinstein gave the State Attorney's Office authority to move some employees 
into the law library, which is in the courthouse complex. 
 
"The county is assisting them with their needs," Jefferson said in an email. "We are also looking at other 
short-term lease space that may be available in the area or doubling up in the existing lease space." 
 
The email from the State Attorney's Office was sent Wednesday by Monica Hofheinz, executive director 
of the agency. It went to all employees, with copies to top county officials. The Sun Sentinel obtained it 
via a public records request to the county. 
 
In it, Hofheinz said that "those who need to move due to illnesses from the courthouse air" will "ALL" be 
able to do so, "even if we have to double up the desks and cubicles to move as many of you as we can 
until the County can provide us a safe environment to work in." 
 
She instructed the county to "advise the moving company that there will be 150 people moving into the 
14th floor space [of privately owned 110 Tower] and therefore they need to re-evaluate the floor plan 
and layout for multiple desks and phones lines and computer lines. We will not limit who can move 
there.'' 
 
She concluded with this: "The county must expedite the opening of the New Tower. Whatever needs to 
be done should be accomplished much quicker during this emergency situation." 
 
In an email to another employee, Hofheinz said the county had put the employee's health at risk and 
advised her to move to the north wing, a new section of the courthouse that won't be torn down. 
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The prosecutor, Alixandra Buckelew, had emailed the county Wednesday asking to be removed "from 
this toxic environment." She wrote that she can't wait for what could be four months to move into the 
new court tower. 
 
She said she had "broken out in rashes again and my upper respiratory infection has not gone away for 
over a month. My coughing is so bad and so painful I end up on the floor choking because I can't catch a 
breath." 
 
The county risk management director, John Burkholder, offered to help her and said, "We are sending 
over the industrial hygienist stationed at the courthouse as well as our registered nurse to immediately 
address those concerns.'' 
 
Hofheinz didn't accept that, advising Buckelew that she "can't wait any longer for a solution. Your health 
has been put at great risk by Broward County. We may have to secure the Law Library in the North 
Tower because that is the only safe place left in this judicial complex." 
 
The county built a new court tower next to the old courthouse in downtown Fort Lauderdale, but it 
remains unopened. The county is in a dispute with the contractor, and says there is work that remains to 
be done that could threaten employees' health. The contractor says the building could have been 
inhabited starting in June. 
 
Even the plan to move to the library drew immediate backlash. Broward Mayor Marty Kiar said neither 
the county nor the law library was consulted first. 
 
The library director, Arlene Elias, said no one has told her how much of the approximately 10,000 square 
feet would be taken up, and whether it would impact public access. Elias said the library is used by 
people who can't afford attorneys, who need help navigating the court system. 
 
"We fought for so long," Elias said. "I just can't let them mow over us like this. ... This is a resource for 
the people, a very valuable resource." 
 
County law dictates that there be a law library. The county has three employees in the library, and owns 
the space. 
 
Hofheinz said she's not trying to take over the library, and she attempted to speak to Elias but she 
wasn't in her office. 
 
"People are desperate to get out, and I'm desperate to find them some safe space to work,'' she said. 
"That's all I was doing." 


