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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Jail deputy investigated for possible link to murder suspect's courthouse escape 
BYLINE: Tonya Alanez 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-courthouse-escape-jail-deputy-investigated-
20161019-story.html 
 
STORY: A Broward sheriff's jail deputy has been reassigned as part of an investigation into how murder 
suspect Dayonte Resiles was able to escape from a Fort Lauderdale courtroom, according to a search 
warrant obtained by the Sun Sentinel. 
 
Oreth Smith, 34, had frequent contact with Resiles before the escape; spent long periods on his 
cellphone at work; and was accused of falsifying inmate headcount reports, according to a search 
warrant for his cellphone. 
 
"The public corruption investigation continues. So far, investigators have found no evidence connecting 
the deputy to the Resiles' escape," Veda Coleman-Wright, a spokeswoman for the Broward Sheriff's 
Office, said Wednesday. 
 
After the escape, Broward sheriff's Detective Jason Hendrick was assigned "to determine if employee 
involvement, either intentional or unintentional, was a contributing factor to the escape," the warrant 
said. 
 
Investigators discovered that Smith was frequently assigned to escort inmates through a tunnel from the 
Broward Main Jail to the courthouse. Smith worked that assignment 24 times from June 3 to July 22, 
including the morning of Resiles' escape on July 15, the warrant said. 
 
"Resiles escaped from the courthouse at 9:35 a.m.; therefore, Deputy Smith may have had contact with 
Resiles moments before he entered courtroom 4810, the location of his escape," Hendrick wrote in the 
warrant. 
 
Resiles, 22, had been jailed since September 2014 on suspicion of stabbing to death a Davie woman 
during a home burglary. On the morning of his escape, Resiles ditched his handcuffs and shackles in a 
fourth-floor courtroom, sprinted down a stairwell and ran out an emergency exit. He was recaptured six 
days later in a motel room in Riviera Beach. 
 
The Sun Sentinel reported previously that Resiles used Facebook from within the jail to plot his escape 
with alleged accomplices. Resiles said he sometimes used a Broward sheriff's employee's cellphone to 
go on Facebook. 
 
Five days after Resiles was back in jail, Smith was placed on restricted administrative assignment. Hired 
in April 2007, the deputy's annual salary is $65,027, Coleman-Wright said. 
 
It was an inmate complaint that landed Smith in investigators' sights. "[Smith] had been constantly using 
his cellphone and internet at the desk" rather than doing his work," the inmate's grievance said. "Deputy 
Smith has gone an entire shift without completing his 30-minute checks and does not complete ... 
headcount at the beginning and end of his shift." 
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Smith's supervisors corroborated the inmate's allegations by watching surveillance videos recorded in 
the jail, the warrant said. It is a violation of sheriff's office policy for a detention deputy to bring a 
personal cellphone into the jail. 
 
Additional warrants obtained by the Sun Sentinel show that detectives are seeking access to cellphones 
that belonged to several of Resiles' alleged accomplices. 
 
"Resiles meticulously planned his escape and solicited the help of several people in carrying out his 
plan," the warrants said. Nine alleged accomplices, some of whom sent text messages or made three-
way calls on Resiles' behalf, have been arrested. 
 
Resiles had been planning the escape since at least March 14 and made "at least one unsuccessful 
attempt" on April 8, the warrants said. 
 
"A reconnaissance mission was conducted on July 5 which would ultimately provide Resiles with the 
layout of the stairwell and emergency exit used by him to escape on July 15," the warrants said. The 
warrants did not say who conducted that mission. 
 
State prosecutors as well as the Broward Sheriff's Office are investigating the escape. 
 
"We have an active, ongoing investigation into the escape and are not in a position to discuss what may 
or may not be specific aspects of that investigation," Ron Ishoy, a spokesman for the Broward State 
Attorney's Office, said Wednesday. 
  



3 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Premature posting of election results was mistake, not a crime 
BYLINE: Amy Sherman 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article109203007.html 
 
STORY: Broward prosecutors announced Wednesday that no one will be criminally charged for posting 
election results before polls closed on primary night. 
 
VR Systems, a contractor for the Broward Supervisor of Elections, took responsibility after results from 
early voting and absentee ballots were posted about 30 minutes before polls closed Aug. 30. 
 
It is a felony to release results while voters are still casting ballots. However, assistant state attorney 
Timothy Donnelly concluded that while results were negligently posted early, there was no evidence 
that it was intentional. 
 
“There is insufficient evidence that anyone purposely intended to post any election results prior to the 
closing of the polls, in violation of the criminal statutes…” he wrote in a memo released Wednesday. “It 
is unfortunate that some election results were reported early and other election results were delayed 
and reported late. Parties have promised to take measures to insure that this does not happen again.” 
 
State law says that “any supervisor of elections, deputy supervisor of elections, canvassing board 
member, election board member or election employee who releases the results of any election prior to 
the closing of the polls in that county on election day commits a felony of the third degree.” 
 
Although that statute language doesn’t address intent, the goal of the law is to prevent elections 
officials from posting results early in an effort to sway turnout. In the case of Broward primary night, 
there was no evidence of intent when results were posted near the end of a rainy low-turnout primary 
night. 
 
Florida Secretary of State Ken Detzner contacted Broward State Attorney Mike Satz on primary night 
seeking an investigation. Detzner called the early release of results “unacceptable.” 
 
VR Systems, a contractor that handles online results for Broward, took responsibility that night. In an 
affidavit the next day, VR Systems CEO Mindy Perkins explained what happened leading to the early 
release of results. Donnelly recapped what led to the error in his memo: 
 
On the afternoon of the primary, a Broward Supervisor of Elections employee contacted VR Systems to 
ask that the election night results link be posted online. 
 
James Hilburn, a VR technician, mistakenly connected the preview election results link with the 
Supervisor of Elections website. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., when a county elections employee, Joseph D’Alessandro, loaded up the file to preview the 
information, the file accidentally posted live, showing absentee and early-vote results. 
 
An employee at the Sun Sentinel called the elections office. (The Miami Herald also tweeted about the 
early posting of results, although that wasn’t included in the state attorney memo.) The problem was 
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corrected at about 6:50 p.m. However, viewers who had already accessed the early results could 
continue to see them until 7:23 p.m. The problem led to a server crash, temporarily suspending the 
reporting of results in multiple counties. Broward was one of the last counties to post results, according 
to the Broward state attorney’s memo. 
 
Donnelly wrote that his charging decision didn’t rely on the fact that Hilburn is technically a vendor — 
the statute refers to elections employees. He said that it was clear that the vendor, as well as the 
Broward employee, never intended for results to post early. 
 
The majority of Florida counties use VR Systems as a contractor. The Broward Supervisor of Elections 
pays VR Systems $77,300 a year to create and maintain the website. 
 
Amid the problems with the website on primary night, Broward Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes 
coasted to a landslide victory. 
 
Snipes said that Detzner should have had the courtesy to speak with her before he sought out an 
investigation. 
 
“I think the person who requested the investigation jumped the gun,” she said. “I was treated unfairly. I 
think that was a rush to judgment — I should have at least had the courtesy of a conversation. That is 
the least you can do for somebody you work with.” 
 
The website problems on primary night places more pressure on VR Systems and Broward to pull off an 
error-free Election Day and night Nov. 8th, when Florida will draw international attention for the 
presidential contest between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton. 
 
Broward County has about 1.2 million voters, including the largest contingent of Democratic voters in 
the state. 


